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LIFE 


CHARLES  JAMES  NAPIER. 


5  sb&ll  he  the  story  of  a  man  who  never  tarnished  his 
gpataliou  by  r  shameful  deed :  ol'  one  nho  subdued  distant 
ilions  by  his  valour,  and  then  governed  them  so  wisely 
it  English  rule  was  reverenced  and  loved  where  before  it 
lisd  been  feared  and  execrated.  For  thus  nobly  acting  the 
virulence  of  interested  faction  was  loosed  to  do  him  wrong, 
honours  were  withheld,  and  efforts  made  to  depreciate  his 
exploits  by  successive  governments:  nevertheless  his  fame 
lias  been  accepted  by  the  Briiiah  people  as  belonging  to 
ibe  glory  of  ibe  nation. 


FIRST   EPOCH. 

>  Bom  Bt  Whitehall,  10th  of  August,  1782,  Charles  Napier 

s  eldest  son  of  the  Honourable  Geoi^e  Napier  and  Lady 

h  Lennox,  duughter  of  the  second  duke  of  Richmond. 

I  nobleman,  grandson  of  Charles  the  Second,  married 

f  Sarah  Caclogan,  daughter  of  Marlborough's  favourite 

£~0BDsn].     Their  union  was  a  bargain  to  cancel  a  gambling 

dobt  hftwrcn  the  parents,  and  the  young  Lord  March  was 

bnugltt  from  college,  (lie  lady  from  the  nursery,  for  the 

The  bride  was  amazed  and  silent,  but  llie  bride- 
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groom  esclaimed — "  Surely  you  are  not  going  to  marry 
to  that  dowdy?"  Married  he  wa?  however,  and  his  tutor  in- 
atanliy  carried  him  off  to  the  continent.  Lady  Sarah  went 
hack  to  her  mother,  a  daughter  uf  Wilhelm  Mirnter,  States 
Comicillor  of  Holland. 

Three  years  afterwards  Lord  March  returned  from  hia 
travels,  an  accomplished  gentleman,  but  having  such  a  dis- 
agreeahle  recollection  of  his  wife  that  he  avoided  home 
and  repaired  the  first  niglit  of  his  arrival  to  the  theatre. 
Thern  he  saw  a  lady  of  ao  fine  an  appoanmce  that  he  asked 
who  she  was.  "  The  reigning  toast,  the  beautiful  Lady 
March,"  He  hastened  to  claim  her,  and  they  lived  together 
30  affectionately,  tbai  one  year  after  his  decease,  in  1T50,  she 
died  of  grief.  Her  daughter,  also  named  Sarah,  bom  in 
1745,  was  bkewise  beautiful,  and  she  was  not  seventeen 
when  George  ibe  Third  offered  his  bond ;  she  refused,  he 
persisted^  and  was  finally  accepted,  partly  because  of  bia 
apparently  sincere  passiim,  partly  from  the  influence  of  her 
brother-in-law  the  first  Lord  Holland  ;  but  then  politicians 
worked  on  royal  pride,  hurt  by  the  first  refusal,  and  the 
monarch  fell  back. 

Charles  Napier,  sickly  as  a  child  from  the  misconduct  of 
a  barbarous  nurse,  was  probably  stinted  of  natavnl  growth, 
being  of  low  stature  and  alight,  though  both  his  parents 
were  tall  and  strong,  his  father  gigantic:  but  rigorous 
temperance,  through  life  in\-iolate,  gave  him  an  iron  con- 
stitution, evinced  by  immense  mental  labours  and  the 
endurance  of  strange  sufferings  in  every  variety  of  climate. 
When  be  was  three  years  old,  his  father  settled  at  Cel- 
bridge,  a  small  town  on  the  Liffey,  ten  miles  fi'om  Dublin, 
where  he  was  close  to  Castletown,  the  magnificent  house  of 
Mr.  Cooolly,  wlio  had  married  Lady  Sarah's  sister.  Lady 
Louisa  Lennox.  Near  Carton  also,  the  abode  of  the  Duke 
of  r^insu^r,  who  had  married  Lady  Emily,  another  taster, 
mother  uf  llie  high-spirited  but  unhappy  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald.     A  fourth  sister  was  Lady  Caroline,  the  fint 
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^Hml  HolUiid's  wife,  nnd  motluT  of  Chnrles  Fox.  These 
^^Bb^hs  were  all  sixth  id  descent  from  Heury  tlie  Fourth  of 
^HlCBtice  on  one  side:  btil  Charles  Napier  traced  liis  lineajj^e 
^^TO  the  other  to  the  great  Montrose,  Eind  the  alill  greater 
Napier  of  Merchiaton,  inventor  of  logarithms:  hence  the 
blood  of  the  white-phimed  Beamois  commingled  with  thnt 
^^■f  the  heroic  highlander  in  his  veins,  and  his  arm  was  not 
^^^ha  strong  than  theirs  in  battle. 

^^P^he  sins  of  the  fathers  are  visited  on  the  children.     Lord 
^^Tfapicr,  gTftndaoD  lo  the  mathematician,  lost  his  lands  fight- 
ing fur  ChftHea  the  First :  he  reclaimed  them  at  the  Eestora- 
tion  from  Cliarles  the  Second,  but  was  offered,  it  is  said,  a 
ikedom  withoat  revenue  instead  :  he  refused,  total  neglect 
lowed,  and  the  faithful  man  died  destitute— even  starved. 
a   descendant  of  the  ungrateful  dissolute  monarch, 
(  merry  life  made  others  so  sad,  was  united  to  a  de- 
mdant  of  the  despoiled  lord,  and  tbcy  and  their  children 
!  to  stru^le  with  povertv.     Had  the  confiscated  lands 

0  restored,  the  Napier  inheritance  would  have  been  vast : 
r  the  lost  estate  is  said  to  have  comprised  all  the  ground 
rtered  by  the  new  town  of  Edinburgh  up  to  the  tower  of 

Herohiston. 

As  a  child  Charles  Napier  was  demure  and  thoughtful. 

i  liis  expressions  generally  had  a  touch   of   greatness: 

18,  when  only  ten  years  of  age  he  rejoiced  lo  find  he  was 

t-flighted,  beonuse  a  portrait  of  Frederick   the   Great 

Ifing  in  his  father's  room  had  strange  eyes  :  and  because 

Intsrch  said,  Philip,  Serlorius,   and  Hannibal,  were  one- 

,  itnd  Alexander's  eyes  of  different  colours  t    he   even 

ihed  to  lose  one  of  his  own   as  the  token  of   a   great 

Bteral;  unknovring  then  that  none  of  God's  gills  can  be 

:  with  Batisfiiction.     But  a   longing  for  fame  was  with 

1  a  master  poBsion,  and  in  his  childhood  he  looked  to 
■r  for  it  with  an  inlense  eagerness:  yet  nothing  savage 
ret  entered  his  mind,  his  compassionate  sensibility  was  that 
[  ■  girl :  it  was  displayed  early  and  continued  till  death. 
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Wlieii  he  could  bnl  just  speak,  hearing  for  tlie  first  time 
the  cnw  of  n  single  crow,  probably  a  melancholy  one  whioh 
inftincy  could  detect,  he  stretched  forth  his  litllo  banda.  and 
weeping  exclaimed  with  broken  infantine  accents,  Whal 
matta  poor  bird?  what  mtittaf  And  only  by  repeated 
assurances  that  the  bird  was  not  unbappy  could  he  be 
pacified. 

Danger  he  sought  as  conducing  to  reputation,  bnt 
difference  to  it  was  not,  as  supposed,  any  part  of  bis  tem] 
rament,  be  was  of  very  sensitive  fibre ;  yet  with  astonisl 
force  of  will  lie  could  always  call  np  daring  and  fortitude 
to  overbear  natural  timidity.  Unlucky  as  to  accidents,  tbey 
beset  liim  from  childhood  to  latest  age,  he  was  never  de- 
terred thereby  from  striving  in  ail  perilous  feats  of  youth 
in  yoiuli,  and  daring  actions  becoming  age  in  age.  Once, 
in  leaping,  he  stnick  bis  leg  against  a  rough ly-r^'etted 
bank  with  such  force  as  to  tear  the  flesh  from  the  bone  in  a 
frightl'ul  manner  ;  he  was  but  ten  years  old  and  the  wound 
was  alarming,  yet  he  sustained  the  pain  and  fear  with  9< 
spirit  that  excited  the  admiration  of  stem  men.  fl 

His  moral  resolution  was  very  early  shown,  A  wandai* 
ing  showman,  a  wild-looking  creature,  short  of  stature  Ijut 
huge  of  limb,  half  naked,  with  thick  malted  red  hair  and 
beard  and  a  thundering  voice,  was  displaying  his  powers 
on  the  Esplanade  at  Castletown.  A  crowd  of  people  gatliered, 
and,  ntVer  some  minor  displays  the  man.  balancing  a  ladder 
on  his  chin,  invited,  or  rather  with  menacing  tones  ordered 
a  sweep  to  mount  and  sit  on  the  top;  the  boy  shrunk  in 
fear  from  the  shouting  gesticulating  ogre,  and  Charles  Na- 
pier, then  six  years  old,  was  asked  by  bis  father  if  he  wnnid 
venture  ?  Silent  for  a  moment  lie  seemed  to  fear,  but  sud- 
denly looking  up  said  yes,  and  was  borne  uloft  amidst  the 
cheers  of  the  spectators.  Again;  ai  ten  years  of  nge, 
baviug  caught  a  fish  when  angling,  he  was  surprised  by  the 
descent  of  a  half-tamed  eagle  of  great  sizo  and  fierceness, 
which  floating  down  from  a  tree  settled  upon  his  shouldeiB, 
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^irered  him  with  its  huge  dark  wings,  and  took  the  fish  out 

of  bis  hands.     Far  from  being  frightened  he  pursued  his 

sport,  and  on  catching  auoUier  fish  held  it  up,  inviting  the 

Igle  lo  try  ^ain,  at  the  same  time  menacing  the  formidable 

i  with  the  spear  end  of  the  rod.     Plutarch  would  hnvt' 

I  an  omen  from  auch  an  event 

Aboat  this  time  he  was  taken  to  the  Hot  Wells  of  Bristol, 

tore  Mr.  Sheridan,  being  acquainted  with  his  father,  took 

I  notice  of  tl)e  boy  and  unoe  offered  hjm  a  present  of 

loney :  it  was  instoutly  rtjected.     "  Papa  told  me  never 

to  take  money,  and  I  will  not  have  yours :  but  I  thank  yon." 

Sheridan  was  surprised,  and  ratlier  characteristically  said  to 

E  father,  "  Your  boy  is  a  fine  fellow  hut  very  wonderful." 
ilu  ilUi  Charles  Napior  obtained  a  commission  in  the 
!  of  Wolhngton's  regiment,  the  33rd,  but  was  soon 
ififerred  to  the  89tb,  then  forming  part  of  an  army 
lembling  at  Netley  camp  under  Lord  Moira.  His 
ifaer  WHS  assistant  quarter- master  general  to  that  force, 
1  the  boy  was  takeu  there:  tliua,  without  joining  bis  regl- 
nt,  he  waa  early  initiated  in  the  ways  of  soldiers,  by 
llich  his  natural  genius  for  war  was  quickened.  When  the 
Dp  broke  up  for  foreign  service  be  was  sent  back  to  Ire- 
,  and  exchanged  into  the  4tb  Uegimenf,  hut  instead  of 
liiig  was  placed  with  his  brother  as  day  scholar  at  a 
)  seminary  in  Celhridge. 
At  tbia  scliool  be  was  noted  for  a  gentle  but  grave  de- 
moor,  B3  if  he  felt  that  be  was  an  officer  not  a  school- 
,  sod  he  was  very  sensitive  to  wrong  or  insult.  His 
a  poseionale  ill-judging  man,  once  struck  him,  and 
iljusilj,  whereupon  be  retired  into  a  dark  closet  of  the 
I  used  for  holding  cloaks,  and  remained  there 
peping  with  shatne  and  unger  for  hours :  nor  did  he  reoover 
mity  for  a  week.  Tliis  keen  sense  of  wrong  was  deeply 
Ixrd,  Aud  was  a  result  not  of  selfish  pride,  but  love  of 
icice,  being  as  easily  excited  by  wrong  to  others.  He 
r  quarrelled  or  fougbt,  hut  soon  the  quiet  reserved  boy. 
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wbo  seemed  to  sbrink  from  rough  fellowaliip,  displayed 
commanding  oharactGi*. 

Ireland  woa  then  seothmg  in  tbe  heat  of  coming  inanr- 
rection,  yeomanry  corps  were  generally  being  formed,  and 
suddenly  Charles  Napier  proposed  to  organize  his  echool- 
fellowa  as  a  volunteer  corps.  His  fatlier  hesitated,  yet 
finally  assented  to  the  trial,  pleased  and  suqjrised  at 
the  boldness  of  the  proposal ;  whicb  was  indeed  no  oi'dinary 
one  :  for  nearly  all  the  scholars  were  of  Catholic  families, 
neither  rich  nor  zealous  in  support  of  a  government  which 
reviled  their  religion  and  oppressed  them  with  class  legis- 
lation. Such  a  mask  of  loyalty  was  however  a  safeguard, 
and  young  Charles,  through  the  sons,  persuaded  the  fatlers. 
Soon,  under  his  organization,  were  provided  by  the  parents 
without  an  exception,  uniforms,  colours,  drums  and  wooden 
fusils,  having  bayonets  well  hardened,  dangerous  if  well 
wielded.  But  then  arose  a  party  desirous  to  give  the 
command  to  John  Judge,  a  boy  destined  for  the  priest- 
hood, but  a  formidable  rival.  He  was  older,  stronger, 
more  learned  than  Charles ;  he  waa  the  best  fighter,  tbe 
most  accomplished  in  all  games,  and  moreover  a  vigilant 
generous  protector  of  the  weak  against  the  strong :  but  he 
was  also  a  well-judging  generous  lad,  and  instantly  sup- 
pressing tbe  agitation,  avowed  inferior  military  knowledge, 
and  claimed  only  to  carry  the  colours. 

There  was  in  the  vicinity,  some  two  miles  off,  another 
seminary  called  St.  Wulsian's,  of  higher  pretensions  as  to 
learning  and  gentility,  and  essentially  Protestant,  as  that  of 
Celbridge  was  Cathohc.  It  was  situated  in  a  fine  park. 
bounded  on  one  side  by  tbe  Liffey,  on  all  others  by  a 
wall  under  which  run  the  liigh  road.  Hither  Charlea 
Napier,  mounted  on  a  little  Arabian  mare,  led  the  Cel- 
bridge volunteers  one  evening,  meaning  no  offence,  but 
simply  as  a  common  march.  Tbe  St.  Wulstan  boys 
swarmed  on  tlio  wall,  whieh  could  be  easily  scaled  from 
the  inside  though  not  from  tbe  road :  at  first  they  looked 
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vilb  cariosity,   soon   wiUi    anger,   scoffing;;   and   booting  ; 
shouts  of  defiunce  were  rctornfld,  and  tben  the  coluron  was 
[lelied,  to  its  great  disndvantnge:  it  wels  Che  entiinglemeiit 
_  of  regular  tvoops  mobbed  in  a  defile  by  armed  peasants. 
ffbe  volunteers  called   out   to   storm   the  wall,   but   their 
^nng  CBptaio   sUmly  forbad   theru   to   break   the  ranks, 
tOQtiuuing  the  mareli  amidst  volleys  of  dirt.      Soon  the 
passed  the  great  gates  of  the  park,  which  were  Bud- 
■enly  thrown  open  and  a  crowd  of  tlio  irreguliirs  rushed 
,  seemingly  intent   to  close  in   fight.     The   volunteers 
1  to  the   right  with   levelled  bayonets,  and   the  con- 
BBI  would  have  been  serious,  for  on  each  side  were  lads  of 
ighieen   and   nineteen   years   uf   ago :   but   then   Charles 
Kapier  displayed  his   temper.      Eiding   between   the   two 
tdies  he  told   his  troops   that  to   chaise   unarmed   foes 
vould  be  cowardly,  and  vehemently  ordered  them  to  resume 
the  column  of  march :  this  was  effectual,  for  the  levelled 
bkyonets  had  made  an  impression  on  the  others. 

tA.%  anotlier   time,  two   of  the   volunteers,   one   Charles 
Kpier'a  brother,  being  insubordinate  under  nrms,  were  by 
s  orders  seized,  tried  by  a  drum-head  court-martial,  and 
Dienced.     The  brother  would  not  submit  to  punishment, 
id   tlie    stem    commander  ordered    that    he   should    be 
vmmed  out  of  the  corps.     This  was  instantly  executed, 
is  K  disorderly  manner  with  hooting,  but  when   the  mob 
closed  on  the  recusant,  he  suddenly  whirled  a  large  bag 
of  marbles  like  a  sling,  cast   them   into   the   crowd,  and 
^^nSteo  charging,  broke  the  drum  and  forced  one  boy,  cod- 
^^Bpcaous  in   insult,  to   a   single  combat :    the   fight   was 
^^^Bot  interrupted,  but   he   was   overmatched   and   so   badly 
^         ban  that   the  lookers-on  withdrew  him,  and,   as   he   still 
refoacd    to    yield,  generously  restored  him  to  the  ranks. 

I Dohng  the  fight    and   restoration  Charles   Napier   main- 

^^■iuoed  Uie  dignity  of  command  unmoved ;  hut  at  home,  iti 
^^Hpie  eveoing,  sought  with  alt  imaginable  solicitude  to  assuage 
^^^ns  brother's  feelings,  offering  him  all  his  most  cherished 
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poBsesaiona.  It  was  an  epitome  of  his  whole  life :  st«m  in 
duty,  compasBionaiB  in  feeling,  generoas  in  temper,  in  all 
unselfisli.  The  control  thus  exercised  over  his  school- 
fellows cannot  be  regarded  as  an  ordinarj'  matter.  Many  of 
them  verged  on  manhood,  all  were  precocious  in  thought 
and  passion  from  the  excitement  of  the  times,  and  inimicnl 
to  the  government :  their  real  feelings  may  be  judged  from 
an  event  which  happened  somewhat  later,  when  he  was 
nearly  sixteen. 

Thomas  Cooley,  a  murderer  pardoned  for  turning  in- 
former against  the  disaffected,  was  naturally  abhorred  in  the 
place,  and  one  morning  the  schoolmaster's  nephew  burst  into 
the  schoolroom  frantically  exclaiming,  Cooley  't  murdered, 
loi/x .'  Cooley'*  killed!  Hurrah!  Hurrah.'  This  was 
responded  to  with  shouts  of  triumph,  and  dancing  on 
the  tables;  not  because  be  was  himself  a  murderer,  but 
that  he  was  a  government  spy.  He  bad  been  killed  in  the 
night,  and  with  him  his  mother,  eighty  years  of  age :  Lbe 
sight  of  her  grey  hairs  dabbled  in  blood  had  an  effect  on 
Charles  Napier  which  he  did  uot  cast  off  for  a  long  time, 
and  it  first  made  him  deeply  reflect  on  the  consequences  of 
oivil  war,  wliich  he  afterwards  always  held  in  abhorrence. 
Amidst  terrible  scenes  he  was  nurtured:  for  previous  to  the 
outbreak  of  179S  the  soldiers  were  let  loose  to  live  at  free 
quarters ;  the  yeomanry,  animated  by  a  sectarian  fanaticism, 
were  exceedingly  ferocious ;  and  magistrates,  for  the  most 
part  partisans,  acted  with  great  violence  and  cruelty.  Poor 
men  were  frequently  brought  into  Celbridge,  dead  or  dying 
of  wounds,  having  been  wantonly  shot  while  labouring  in 
the  fields  hy  passing  soldiers  or  yeomen,  and  there  was  no 
redress.  On  the  other  hand,  houses  had  for  a  long  time 
been  nightly  assailed  by  the  disaffected  in  search  of  arms, 
and  on  both  sides  the  fiercest  passions  were  in  full  ploy:  at 
II  later  period  the  government  twice  ordered  the  burning  of 
Celbridge,  and  each  time  it  was  saved  by  the  elder  Napier's 
energy. 


■WhYeir.]  FIRST  EPOCH.— SCHOOI,.  U 

Here  let  tbe  heroism  of  Suaim  Frost,  a  Suffolk  woninu, 
bo  recorded.     She  had  saved  Charles  Napier  when  he  wits 
u  infuit  from   a  vile    murderous   nurse,   and  ever  after 
Vktched   over  him  wiih  inexpressible  atfeclion ;   instilhng 
■faeoQS  however  in  her  broad  Doric  that  wonld  have  been 
"^iplanded  at  Sparta.     During  a  visit  of  the  family  to  Eng- 
land, she  had  been  left  with  noma  of  the  youngest  children 
in  Cclbridge,  at  tbe  lime  when  gentlemen's  mimsions  were 
beinjg  aabuled,  as  before  said,  for  arms.     Celbridge  Hou^e 
mtained  many,  and  one  uight  vus  surrounded  by  sevurnl 
Defenders — sueh  was   the   name   they  went   by 
Xhey  expected  no  resistance  from  a  few  maid  ser- 
ais and  an  aged  serving  man  ;  yet  the  house  was  strong, 
Ind  the  old  man,  Lauchliu  Moure,  acting  under  the  im- 
ymtJve  Susan  Frost,  defied  them. 

Gathering  the  children  in  one  room,  she  stood  at  the 
door  outside,  armed  with  pistols,  wbile  Lau<-blin  shouted 
out  refusals  to  tlie  savage  cries  for  arms,  and  threats  of 
death  if  they  were  witliheld.  Passing  from  room  to  rnom 
OQ  the  waf:h,  he  was  constantly  fired  at  when  he  crossed  a 
windovr,  but  was  inflexible  to  their  menaces,  and  a  deep 
(tone  area  served  as  a  protecting  ditch  to  tbe  lower  apart- 
ments ;  the  Defenders  then  procured  a  beam  and  be>,'an 
to  bsUer  tlie  hall  door,  vrheroupon  Lancblin  more  thnn  om.'e 
prfposed  to  deUver  the  anus,  but  always  Susan  cried  No ! 
DO  I  never  1  never!  Let  them  take  what  they  con,  I  will  not 
jive.  The  firing  was  constant,  the  windows  were  all  shattered 
Kith  bullets,  the  massive  door  was  yielding,  and  with  shouts. 
dii!  assnilanra  were  pressing  the  assault:  all  seemed  lost, 
«bcD  suddenly  the  tumult  ceased  and  the  Defenders  went 
off.  This  was  owing  to  Susan's  genondship.  On  the  first 
alarm  she  had  despatched  a  maid  servant  by  a  back  way 
to  Castlcton  House,  about  a  mile  distant ;  and  though  Air. 
ConoUy'e  fiimily  was  also  in  England,  the  baihlT.  Sergeant 
Crask,  n  Rn«  resolute  clever  old  soldier,  who  had  served  at 
tlic  Rcge  of  Gibraltar  and  in  America,  immediately  armed  a 
B  U 
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dozen  of  servants  and  came  bo  unexpectedly  and 

on  the  flank  of  the  Defenders  as  to  scare  them,  not^ 

staDding  their  numhers. 

Suaan  Frost  was  a  woman  of  wonderful  spirit  and  si 
natural  sense,  full  of  noble  sentiments,  compassionate  and 
cliaritable,  but  passionate  and  Tehemuntly  eloquent  in  u 
rough  way:  slie  was  just  fitted  to  fashion  a  child  of  high 
aspirations  into  a.  heio.  Nor  was  Lauchlln  Moore  a  bad 
coadjutor.  Warm-hearted  and  impetuous,  he  poured  forth 
his  feelings  with  a  fervid  eloquence,  strange  tones, 
stirring  action  that  was  very  impressive,  though  sometii 
bordering  on  the  ludicrous,  mid  accompanied  with  deep  sai 
such  as,  that  it  was  death  by  the  law  to  stop  a  cannon  ball 
on  its  road !  with  other  wise  sayings  of  that  nature,  ending 
always  hke  an  Eastern  with,  Glory  be  to  God !  however 
misappropriate  to  what  went  before.  He  knew  the  ancient 
legends  of  Ireland,  spoke  of  O'Sbean,  and  Fin  Macoul — 
Ossian  and  Fiugol,  was  a  good  horseman,  a,  bravo  old  fellow 
with  u  loving  heart,  and  always  sought  to  nourish  mognoni)^ 
mous  feelings. 

When  the  insurrection  of  1798  broke  out,  many  ft 
look  refuge  in  Dubhu.  The  eider  Napier  would  not  do  so. 
Id  that  time  of  trouble  and  terror  be  fortified  his  house, 
armed  his  five  sons,  and  offered  an  asylum  to  all  who  were 
willing  to  resist  the  insurgents.  About  a  dozen  came, 
and  with  them  ho  lung  awaited  an  attack,  which  was  ulten 
menaced  yet  never  made,  although  an  insurgent  camp  too 
strong  to  be  meddled  with  by  any  military  force  available 
at  the  time  was  but  a  few  miles  ofi".  Finally  he  removetl 
to  Castletown,  where  a  company  of  the  Derry  militia,  of 
which  Mr.  Couolly  was  colonel,  soon  araved.  The  elder 
Napier  was,  from  his  kinship  antl  knowledge  of  war,  vir- 
tually accepted  as  the  commander  of  all,  and  frequently 
scoured  the  country,  Charles  Napier  beiug  always  at  hia 
side.  One  very  dark  night  they  came  suddenly  upon  an 
armed   body,  both  sides   halted,  and  a  light  seemed 
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ig;  hat,  suspecting  the  trutb,  Colonel  Napier  gave 
a  loud  miLtary  order  na  a  test,  and  a  cry  of  recogaition  was 
heard:  the  grcDadiers  of  Uie  Cork  Militia  were  in  front! 
At  that  moment  the  moon  shone  out,  and  Charles  Napier, 
diminutive  for  liis  age,  was  seen  with  his  small  fasil 
;rging  bayonets  in  oppositioQ  to  Tim  Sutlivau,  the  biggest 
of  the  Cork  Militia.  Tim  looked  down  in  astonisbment 
an  instfint,  and  then  catching  his  small  foe  up  in  his  arms 
kissed  him. 

After  this  adventure  the  grenadiers  garrisoned  Celhridge, 
«ad  Tim  Sulhvan  especially  patronised  his  iniini/  as  he 
(Klled  Charles,  always  swelling  out  bis  own  gigantic  pru- 
>nioDS  when  lie  pronounced  the  word.  The  offioers  were 
iptain  Kowland  and  Lieutenant  Hewitt,  men  of  steady 
rally  but  incapable  of  perpetratiug  or  suffering  their 
men  to  inllict  the  slightest  wrong  on  poor  people ;  they 
were,  therefore,  well  esteemed  in  the  place  :  but  their  mili- 
Ury  position  was  perilous,  Laving  but  eighty  undisciplined 
Boldiers  to  hold  and  defend  a  town,  small  indeed  but  gene- 
rally disaffected.  Colonel  Napier  offered  his  counsel,  which 
was  accepted,  and  he  immediately  constructed  some  field 
works  widi  such  skilful  adaptation  to  the  looality,  that  eight 
thODsand  insurgents  in  the  viciuity  never  dared  a  trial 
beyond  some  firing  at  the  sentries. 

When  frequent  defeats  had  abated  the  insurrection.  Lord 
Ctmden  was  replaced  as  lord-heutenant  by  Lord  Com- 
Mliis,  of  whom  Napoleon  said,  that  a  dozen  men  so  honest 
VoalJ  redeem  a  whole  nation.  He  repressed  the  ferocity  of 
l<jhe  domineering  Orange  faction,  and  calmed  the  general 
commotion  ;  but  there  remained  of  course  many  high- 
-aplrited  outlaws,  and  around  Celhridge  roved  one  of  local 
ity,  Tarrant  the  liohbcr.  He  was  a  strong  con- 
is  man,  and  withal  a  generous  fellow  in  his  way, 
indeed,  yet  not  disliked.  Several  attempts  to  capture 
died,  and  Colonel  Napier,  although  not  a  magistrate 
would   not  be  one  in  those  days  of  violence  when 
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justice  waa  ibe  last  thing  tbouglit  of  on  Uie  bench— often 
eougltt  to  encounter  him,  having  Charles  Napier  as  usual 
by  his  side.  He  also  failed,  but  Tarrant  hoiag  pressed, 
surrendered  on  condition  of  voluntary  exile,  and  said,  cir- 
cumstances corroborating  bis  nsseriion,  tbal  he  had  more 
than  once  from  different  lairs  covered  both  father  and  eon 
with  a  blunderbuss,  yet,  vould  not  fire  from  pity  for  the 
boy :  he  was  a  rebel,  not  a  villain,  a  robber  only  from  neces- 
sity. 

Such  were  some  of  the  leading  events  of  Charles  Napiw't 
esrly  life,  recorded  to  show  how  the  germ  of  his  great  ohi 
ter  waa  precociously  quickened;  but  henceforth  the  gradi 
expansion  of  his  mind  shall  he  developed  by  himself,  for  sO 
constant  was  his  correspondence,  so  frank,  so  copious  his 
journals  and  private  notes,  that  bis  story  can  be  told  almost 
as  an  autobiograpliy.  His  first  letter  extant  tells  of  an 
amusing  village  romance,  as  cleverly  managed,  if  not  so 
poetically  told,  as  lliat  of  young  Lochinvar.  He  had  been 
temporarily  left  in  charge  of  his  father's  house,  and  thi 
wrote. 

"  February  1790. — We  are  all  well,  and  have  not 
molested :  the  arms  are  perfectly  clean,  and  I  will  send  them 
to  Castletown  to-morrow,  but  could  not  bear  of  soldiers 
going  before-  Val  Dunne  is  married  to  Nicbol's  daughter 
and  the  particulars  arc  diverting.  Lumley  the  stocking- 
weaver  was  to  have  been  the  husband,  and  went  according 
to  arraQ£:ement  to  wait  at  the  parson's  bouse  fur  his  bride, 
Vai  having  undertaken  to  band  her  down  the  street  in 
due  form:  but  at  the  bridge  he  had  a  chaise  In  waiting, 
and  into  it  miss  and  her  gallant  stepped  and  drove  to 
Dublin,  wbero  by  another  parson  they  were  married. 

Of  the  people  involved  in  this  tale,  the  father  v 
gigantic  blacksmith,  rich,  and  with  burly  notious,  ( 
sponding  to  liis  purse  and  large  proportions  of  body 
wanted  to  force  his  pretty  daughter  into  marriage  with 
pale-faced  sneaking  suitor  who  was  thus  baffled.     Vol  Di 
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i  ft  bold  handsome  cariienler,  having  some  rigtit  it  was 
wbispered.  to  be  ciiUeil  captoiQ  wliea  pikes  were  Dumerous; 
krhe  was  iho  wild  flower  of  n  family  noted  for  eirength  and 
icUness,  yet  more  bo  for  ihe  wonderful  age  and  awful 
Ippeanince  of  a  great  grandmother.  She  by  lier  own  reckon- 
r  was  one  hundred  and  ibirty-five  yeara  old!  but  the 
Hies  she  had  witnessed,  if  her  recoUeciiona  were  as  accu- 
e  as  her  descriptions  were  vivid,  would  prove  her  to  have 
1  more  than  oue  hundred  and  forty-five!  She  said  the 
e  was  spoken  of  as  a  recent  event  in  her  child- 
1  that  CromweH's  warfare  was  going  on  when  sho 
B  U  Bpeak  and  tiniierstaud. 
*  To  ait  in  the  sun  nt  her  porch  was  what  MoUy  Dunne 
n  awful  weird-looking  woman  shewns:  a  Miebael- 
Baa^^lo  model  for  the  witch  of  Kndur.  Tall,  gaunt,  and 
with  high  sharp  lineaments,  leaning  on  an  antique  staff,  her 
bead  bending  beneath  a  cowled  Irish  clonk  of  deep  blue, 
b«r  eyes  fixed  in  their  huge  orbs,  and  her  tongue  discoursing 
f  bloody  times,  she  was  wondrous  for  the  young  and  fearful 
^ed.  The  depnmire  of  the  Lord  Dangan  for 
B  battle  of  the  Boyne  was  her  favourite  theme.  How  he 
»  bmutiful  rode  forth  at  the  head  of  his  tenantry  from 
UbrJdge,  then  called  Kildroched ;  bow  nobly  he  was 
ihed  with  burnished  breast-plate  and  waving  plumes; 
■nd  bow  be  was  brought  back  a  bloody  corse  hy  the  few 
mnriTing  men  of  bis  band.     She  was  indeed  a  woman  of 

Inribl  age  and  recollections. 
Educated  amid  such  scenes  and  such  people,  Charles 
Napier's  mind  hod  beiB  early  and  sternly  awakened  tu  ques- 
tions of  war  and  government,  not  by  books  but  realities; 
«ben  in  1799  he  entered  public  life  as  aide-de-camp  to  Sir 
Junes  Duff,  commanding  the  Limerick  district.  His  military 
sdoor  was  theu  high  and  strong,  he  looked  forward  to  battle 
tai  bme,  and  his  entrance  into  publiu  life  was  without 
tf  oy ;  lor  Sir  James  transferred  an  old  friendship  fur  the 
ftsbor  to  the  sou,  and  Lady  Duff  became  a  second  mothiT 
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to  him ;  both  being  attracted  by  a  combinatioQ  of  simplicity 
iu]d  gentleneBS  witli  liumaur  and  oDtbuslasm  in  his  Lempo- 
ramezit.  He  was  soon  joined  by  his  brother  George,  a 
heuienant  in  the  4fith  Hegiment,  and  for  some  time  alJ 
went  on  Agreeably ;  but,  always  unlucky  as  to  accidents, 
Charles,  when  out  shooting  broke  hia  leg  bo  badly  that 
for  some  time  lile  as  well  as  hmh  were  in  peiil:  yet  be 
would  not  let  his  slate  be  made  known  to  his  family  until 
the  danger  was  passed;  and  the  following  account,  writi 
in  aftertimes,  diaplaye  the  vigour  of  his  character. 

"  When  seventeen  I  broke  my  right  leg.  At  tfie  insi 
there  was  no  pain,  hm  looking  down  I  saw  my  loot  undar 
my  knee,  and  tlie  bones  protruding ;  that  turned  mo  sick, 
and  the  pain  became  violent.  My  gun,  a  gift  from  my  dear 
father,  was  in  a  ditch,  leaping  over  which  had  caused  the 
accident ;  I  scrambled  near  enough  to  get  it  out,  but  this 
lacerated  the  flesh  and  produced  much  extravasated  blood. 
George  came  to  me ;  he  was  greaUy  alarmed,  for  I  was  very 
pale,  and  we  were  both  young,  he  but  fifteen.  Then  came 
Captain  Crawford  of  the  Irish  artillery,  and  I  made  him  hold 
my  fool  while  I  pulled  up  my  knee,  and  in  that  manner  set 
my  leg  myself.  The  quantity  of  extravasated  blood  led  the 
doctors  to  tell  me  my  leg  must  come  off,  but  they  gave  me 
another  dtiy  for  a  chance.  Being  young,  and  vain  of  good 
legs,  the  idea  of  hojt  and  go  one,  wilh  a  tintber  toe,  made 
me  resolve  to  put  myself  to  death  rather  tlian  submit  to  am- 
putation, aud  I  sent  the  maid  out  for  laudanum,  which  1  hid 
under  my  pillow :  luckily  the  doctors  found  me  better,  and 
eo  saved  mo  from  a  contemptible  action.  Tcrhaps  if  it  had 
come  to  the  point  I  might  have  had  more  sense  and  less 
courage  than  I  gave  myself  credit  for  in  the  horror  of  ray 
first  thoughts ;  indeed  my  agony  was  great,  aud  strong  doses 
of  the  laudonuDi  were  necessary  to  keep  down  the  terrible 
spasms  which  tracturea  of  large  bones  produce. 

"  The  doctors  set  my  leg  crooked,  and  at  the  end  of  a 
month,  when  sbinding  up,  my  feel  would  not  go  together,: 
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::  weDt  in  pleasant  Ijarmony  with  the  other  half 
-A^ta  koee  aud  ankle,  but  ihtn  flew  off  in  a  huff,  at 
.  ,.■:..  Hi.  Tliia  made  me  \try  unhappy,  and  the  doctors 
BOJii,  il  1  could  bear  the  piiin  they  would  break  it  n^n, 
or  bend  it  straight.  JVIy  answer  was  I  will  bear  anything 
bat  a  crooked  leg.  Here  then  was  I,  at  seveDieen,  des- 
perately in  love  with  a  Miss  Massey,  having  a  game  leg 
in  proBpeetive,  and  in  love  with  roy  leg  also:  so  I  siiid  to 
the  leg  carpenter,  Let  me  have  one  night  fur  con  si  deration. 

"  All  tbat  day  and  night  were  Miss  Massey's  pretty  eyes 
before  uune.  but  not  soft  and  taie-teUing:  not  saying  Pi'ff 
in'/y  you  inarry  me,  bin  scomfuliy  squinting  at  my  gome 
leg.  There  was  Miss  Massey,  and  there  was  I  unable  to  do 
lytliing  but  hop.  The  per  contra  were  two  ill-looking 
doctors  torturiug  me,  and  the  reflection  that  tliey  might 
flgBJD  muke  a  crooked  job  a^r  the  second  fracture,  as  they 
iWd  done  after  tlie  first !  However,  my  dear  Mias  Massey's 
Ijres  curried  the  day,  and  just  as  I  had  decided,  she  and  her 
taeai.  Miss  Vandeleur,  came  in  the  dusk,  wrapped  up  in 
'BKf'd  great  coata  to  call  on  me:  this  was  just  like  the 
flnck  of  a  pretty  Irish  girl,  and  quite  repaid  my  courageous 
fesolve :  I  would  have  broken  all  niy  hones  for  her.  So 
•fler  letting  me  ktss  their  handu,  off  my  fair  inuognilns 
Vent,  leaving  me  the  happiest  of  lame  dogs.  The  night 
pused  with  many  s  queer  feel,  about  the  doctors  coating 
like  devil  imps  to  torture  me.  Be  quick  quoth  I  as  they 
(nieied,  ninke  the  most  of  my  courage  while  it  lasts.  It 
took  all  thttt  day>  and  part  of  next,  to  bend  the  leg  with 
bandages,  which  were  tied  to  a  wooden  bar  and  tightened 
eterr  boor  day  and  night;  I  fainted  several  times,  and 
■hen  tbe  two  tormentors  arrived  next  day.  struck  my  flag, 
mying.  Take  away  your  handoges  for  I  can  bear  no  more. 
They  were  token  off  and  I  felt  in  heaven.  Not  tlto  less  so 
that  the  le^  Viae  straight  I  and  it  is  now  as  straight  a  one.  I 
taut  myself,  as  ever  bore  up  the  body  of  a  gentleman  or 
kicked  a  blackguard. 
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"There  was  in  Limarick  a  great  coarse  ■woman,  wife  ( 

Dr.  .     When   slio   beard  of  my  misfortune   »hfl  t 

Poor  boy  I  suppose  a  fly  kicked  liis  spindle  shanki 
Being  a  Utile  fellow  then,  though  now,  be  it  known,  &vt 
feet  seven  inches  and  a-half  high :  this  offended  me  greatly 
and  ns  the  Lord  would  have  it,  elie  broke  her  own  leg  jIU 
(IS  I  was  getting  well.  Going  to  her  house  with  an  i 
aace  of  concem,  I  told  the  servant  how  sorry  I  whs  to  bet 

that  ft  bullock  had  kicked  Mrs. and  hurt  its  leg  v 

much,  and  that  I  had  called  to  know  if  her  leg  was  also  hurt. 
She  never  forgave  me." 

Soou   after   his  cure,   Charles   rode  from    Limerick   to 
Dubliu,  n  hundred  and  ten  miles,  on  one  horse,  betwe* 
Bunrise  and  sunset.     This  animal,  called  from  Ids  s:ymmeE 
Model,  was  the  counUirpart  of  his  rider;  for  be  also  b 
broken  his  leg  in  training,  and  though  a  very  httis  fellovr 
was  brimful   of  epivil  and   endurance:  neither  horae  aai 
horseman  complained  of  fatigue.     Such  he  was  ever 
and  his  letters  from  Umenck  shall  son  display  the  a 
customs  of  the  day,  the  freedom  of  intercourse  between  b 
and  his  fathH-,  and  the  sentiments  of  justice  and  1 
which  governed  his  ambition,  even  at  that  age. 

"  I  dine  with  Sir  J,  Duff  to-day,  so  you  see  I  must  I 
very  well.     The  doctors  tell  me,  that  if  the  blood  ooUectw 
at  ih<]  place  where  the  bone  was  broken  had  not  dispers 
my  leg  musi  have  been  cut  otF,  or,  if  it  bad  been  saved,  i 
should  not  liuve  been  able  to  walk  for  several  years,  a 
never  as  well  as  before.     You  need  not  dear  father  tell  tl 
10  mama  or  anybody,  but  my  escape  was  miraculous: 
emaJler  bone  was  broken  much  lower  than  the  shin  br 
There  was  a  duel  fought  here  lo-day,  between  a  Clare  i 
wboia  I  know  very  well,  and  au  officer  of  the  bOth  1 
meat.     There  were  certainly  three  or  four  thousand  pet 
looking  OD,  aud  the  ofBcer  told  me,  that  if  the  word  1 
not  been  givea  too  ({uick,  be  would  have  shot  tbe  otbi 
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"  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  Colonel  Clavering,  and  to 
j-ou,  for  die  compliments  »t  the  end  of  my  motber's  letter. 
C-ertainly  I  should  like  very  much  to  get  a  company  in 
CoEoDel  Cliiveriiig's  Fenciblea,  if  it  neither  stopped  my  pro- 
motioti  in  the  line,  nor  took  me  from  Sir  J,  CuH',  except  to 
go  abrond ;  nor  put  a  stop  to  the  promotion  of  the  lieute- 
DitDts  of  the  regimt'Dt,  which  would  be  unfair.  I  have  just 
heard  tbnt  a  new  expedttion  is  talked  of  in  England,  I 
most  contrive  to  go." 

His  brother  William  obtaiued  a  commission  thia  year, 
and  in  the  latter  end  of  it  he  was  himself  appointed  to  a 
lieuten&ucT  in  the  95th  or  Hifle  Corps,  which  was  being 
formed  by  a  selection  of  men  and  officers  throughout  the 
umj:  for  thia  he  willingly  resigned  his  staff  situalion,  to 
which  bis  brother  George  succeeded.  Wlien  preparing  to 
juin  he  disooTcred  a  kind,  but  to  him  offensive  solicitude  on 
Uie  part  of  his  general,  which  ho  tlius  fiercely  repelled. 

-"  December  1800. — Douglas,  my  brother  aide-de-camp, 
cold  me  yesterday  evening,  that  he  heard  Sir  James  read  to 
Lndy  Duff  the  letter  he  wrote  to  you,  advising  you  to  get 
me  leavD  of  absence  from  the  Duke  of  York,  on  the  plea 
that  I  "tras  not  fit  for  duty.  I  am  sure  jou  will  never 
content  to  do  anything  of  the  sort,  which  you  must  think, 
■nd  which  you  may  bo  certain  I  think,  would  be  disgraceful 

id  unbecoming  the  character  of  a  British  soldier.  Sir 
would  not  have  done  such  a  thing  for  himself,  and 
eoold  not  have  considered  much  when  he  proposed  it 
for  me." 

Hi«  departure  from  Umerick  terminated  what  may  he 
ealled  ibtr  first  epoch  of  his  life,  for  his  entrance  into  Sir 
Janes  Dud's  family  was  hut  a  change  of  home,  so  kind  and 
conaiderato  was  the  reception  he  met  with  there. 
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The  rifle  corps  was  organized  at  Blulcliington  by  Coloi 
MaDingham.  Under  him  were  the  Hon.  Wm.  Stewart,  and 
Major  Calleudar,  the  latter  a  distant  cousin  of  Charles 
Napier,  wbo  now  found  tJiut  tlie  greatest  secret  of  war  is 
discipline,  and  never  forgot  it:  he  discovered  also  that  to 
know  soldiers  requires  experience,  and  that  it  is  a  most 
important  part  of  war.  His  captain,  Cameron,  scai'cely  older 
thatt  liimself,  became  his  friend,  for  accordance  of  opinions 
soon  opens  the  heart  of  youth.  His  new  life  waa  agreeable. 
but  his  letters  for  the  first  six  montlis  are  lost.  Those 
which  followed  indicate  a  mind  uneasy  under  a.  monotonous 
diflcipline.  after  the  stiixing  scenes  of  liis  childhood.  Hero 
be  it  noted  also,  that  the  manners  of  the  time  were  coarse, 
especially  in  Ireland,  where  the  loyal,  such  was  the 
phrase,  like  the  cavaliers  of  old,  adopted  obscenity,  drink- 
ing, oaths  and  long  hair  aa  badges  of  their  pohtics.  Now 
Charles  Napier  was  abstemiona  in  Ibe  extreme,  proud  to 
bis  last  days  that  he  had  never  fought  a  duel,  gambled,  or 
been  intoiEicated;  but  to  avoid  a  habit  of  ewcaring  wbeu 
more  oaths  than  other  words  were  used  in  society  was  diffi- 
cult, and  at  times  his  letters  shew  this  more  than  good  taste 
will  approve. 

In  September  tlie  rifle  corps  marched  to  Weymouth,  and 
he  commenced  a  correspondence  with  his  mother,  which 
never  slackened  until  ended  by  her  death. 

"  Weymouth.  —  Colonel  Stewart  employs  me  as  aa  en- 
gineer, and  we  ore  going  to  have  a  sham  fight  for  the  king. 
Callendar  is  to  get  a  lieu  ten  ant- colonelcy  out  of  the  regi- 
ment :  he  is  on  leave  now,  and  has  ordered  his  horse  lo  be 
sold.     Much  as  I  admire  Colonel  Stewart,  if  service  wna  in 
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qnescioD  it  wonid  please  me  more  to  be  under  Geordie  Gal- 
lendar  thsD  bim  ;  for  I  see  he  has  not  Cnlleodar's  afailitieii, 
though  more  of  a  doahing,  showy  man.  If  ihey  drew  together 
we  should  probably  be  the  best  rogiment  in  tbe  service ;  but 
imlei«  CFillendiLr  were  senior,  that  cannot  be,  for  lie  will  not 
bear  contruul  from  any  one  be  has  not  u  high  opinioD  of, 
and  Stewart  makes  it  a  rule  to  strike  itt  the  heads.  With 
him  the  field  officers  must  first  be  steady,  and  tbeu  he  goes 
ilumi words :  hence  tlie  privates  say.  We  had  better  look 
fihafp  if  be  is  so  strict  with  the  officers." 

This  view  of  Stewart's  abilities  was  afterwards  justified 
in  Egypt,  at  Albuera,  and  at  Maya,  for  at  all  three,  he, 
tboagh  one  of  ibe  most  gallant  soldiers  that  ever  wore  the 
British  uniform,  failed  from  fiery  zeal  overlaying  judg- 
ount. 

"  SuUtbampton,  Oct.  —  After  a  march  of  25  miles  I 
eatne  on  here,  in  my  way  to  Goodwood,  to  see  my  dear 
asm*  Emily,  and  have  only  to  tell  you  I  am  just  out  of  a 
very  foolish  quarrel,  having  been  obhged  to  send  a  cbal- 
[engej  which  was  accepted,  but  the  king's  being  at  Wey- 
uouiii  prevent(!d  an  immediate  meeting.  We  were  irritated, 
ind  never  thought  of  that,  but  the  other  officers  stopped 
US  to  avoid  ruin  for  principals  and  seconds.  We  then 
ugreed  to  be  quiet  until  his  departure,  which  happened  yes- 
loday ;  our  arrangements  wei'e  then  made,  but  again  the 
officers  interfered,  saying  we  were  both  passionate  and 
wnng,  and  must  shake  hands.  Wo  were  uneasy,  thinking 
it  might  appear  shyness,  yet  thinking  likewise  it  would  be 
fuolish  tu  oppose  the  opinions  of  all  our  brother  officers ; 
aad  still  more  foohsh  to  knock  one  another  over :  this  last, 
between  you  and  I  was  of  weight,  and  we  shook  hands. " 

"  Blit  telling  ton,  Oct. — Your  letter,  dearest  mother,  sur- 
prised me  by  supposing  a  wish  to  keep  the  foohsh  quarrel  a 
«ccret  from  my  fatiier :  by  no  means.  But  no  more  of  this, 
it  is  hateful  to  think  how  neat  fooUsh  passion  was  involving 
nu  to  A  desperate  duel." 
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Tbe  peace  of  Amiens,  dow  being  negotiated,  nlarmed 
for  Ilia  future  destioy. 

"  About  this  pence  !  Aa  cbarminj  for  England  us 
ruinous  for  her  soldiers.  What  onu  one  do?  My  pli 
to  wait  for  n  few  months,  and  see  what  powers  continue  at 
war;  then  exchange  with  George  to  half-pay  and  get  into 
some  foreign  service.  As  to  remaiuiog  an  English  full-pay 
lieutenant  for  ten  or  twelve  years !  not  for  the  universe  I 
Sometimes  my  thought  is  to  sell  my  commission  and  pur- 
ohose  one  in  Germany  or  elsewhere:  but  my  seiret  wish 
cannot  be  fulfilled,  which  is  to  have  high  command  with 
British  soldiers.  Rather  let  me  command  Esquimauxs  tiiaa 
bo  a  subaltern  of  Rifles  forty  years  old ! 

"  October. — A  pretty  message  the  ComptioUer  sendf 
his  father  was  Comptroller  of  Army  Accounts  Ireli 
"  he  was  a  subaltern  at  twenty-seven.  He  must  be 
tent  with  my  being  one  nine  years  before  nineteen,  instead 
of  after.  Had  he  been  in  Germany  he  would  probably 
have  been  sometlting  better  ihnn  a  brevet  colonel, 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  get  on  half-pay,  and 
many  for  six  months,  where  I  could  learn  'more  thaO' 
mounting  guard  here.  Colonel  Stewart  wants  me  to  go' 
General  Jarry's  school ;  he  would  get  me  leave,  though 
only  granted  to  captains  and  field  otBcers.  1  would  rather 
got  six  raontlia'  leave,  as  the  only  way  of  learning  our 
profession  js  to  have  French  and  drawing  masters,  and 
a  good  ufBcer  to  ask  questions  of  in  explanation  of  diffi- 
culties. Now  masters  are  to  be  got  in  Dublin  us  good 
as  at  Wycombe :  and  the  Comptroller  con  give  me  as 
good,  probably  a  great  deal  better  insimciion  than  an  old 
foreign  lieutenant-general,  who  would  not  have  been  here 
if  he  is  such  an  excellent  officer." — This  judgment  was 
somid;  the  High  W3-comb  teaching  at  that  time,  more 
than  verged  on  the  ridiculous.  One  of  the  siudenis,  bniug 
invited  by  Sir  John  Moore  at  Sboiu  Cliff  to  move  his 
brigade   as   a  test   of  his   acquirements,   coolly   answered^ 
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■M  lie  hail  not  been  taught  to  direct  less  tlian  one  hundred 
tLiiuaand  men! 

"  Noiember. — What  gi^es  you  lite  lenst  liope,  dearest 
notber,  that  Cameron  cod  be  a  mnjor,  or  I  a  cRptaiu  for 
50  y«irs  if  there  JB  peace,  or  for  six  it' war?  Poor  Cameron! 
K'  {las  had  some  news  which  makes  him  very  low  iodeed, 
lad  veses  me :  iie  will  not  own  that  he  is  grieved  hut  it 

too  plain. Joy  dearest  mother!     A  secret  you  must 

tell  to  any,  the  Comptroller  excepted,  for  none  of 
iny  secrets  are  ever  to  he  kept  from  him.  Cameron  will 
parchftse;  and  no  captain  ahove  him  can:  be  is  going 
ID  persuada  bis  guardians  to  advance  the  money.  His 
spirits  are  rising:  bo  are  mine,  at  seeing  him  going  to 
Scotliuid  for  money  to  purchase  instead  of  wandering 
hm  in  grief.  I  nm  just  now,  myself,  absolutely  dressing 
for  a  ibird  ball  since  being  here !  Do  you  think  of 
fiending  me  a  strait  waistcoat?  My  leave  of  absence  will 
rnme  in  two  months.  Shall  it  he  spent  in  Dublin  ?  or 
i'lree  months  in  France,  and  then  getting  it  renewed  for 
:  iir  months  in  Germany?  It  will  be  easy  to  live  abroad  on 
I'll"  pny.  Sometimes  I  think  of  going  to  Dieppe  for  three 
fiiDnths,  and  then  to  Sackville  Street  to  see  you,  come 
Jiiime  lo  Blatchingt^on,  marry,  and  tel!  my  father-in-law  and 
children,  forty  yeare  hence,  confounding  lies  of  my  doings, 
as  a  ftill-pay  Rifle  lieutenant.  How  the  'Old  lieutenant' 
itickH  in  my  gizzard !  Colonel  Stewart  says  I  ought  to 
insiBt  on  the  Prince  of  Wales  giving  me  a  company  or 
fighting  me  for  taking  the  liberty  of  calling  me  Charles  t 
Uarry  come  up,  my  dirty  cousin ! 

At  present  I  have  so  little  amusement  as  to  be  templed 
10  bay  a  horse!  Reading  all  day  lon^'  tires  me.  I  quh  tlie 
OcBa  nt  fiTe  o'clock,  and  fi'om  thenoe  to  ten  o'clock  gives 
In  bvurs  more  reading.  Yon  will  say,  walk  !  There  are 
M  mlk*  but  on  tlie  Downs,  and  I  have  had  six  months 
H  them,  which  is  worse  than  doing  nothing.  There  is  a 
HUSBrd  table,  but  feeling  a  growing  fondness  for  it,  and 
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fenring  to  be  drawn  into  play  for  money,  I  have  not  touobi 
a  cue  lately.  In  sliort,  I  linve  no  reasonable  amusement. 
Shooting  was  near  getting  me  into  a  scrape.  Lord  Gage 
til  ought  we  had  trespassed  on  his  manor,  and  wrote 
Q  letter  to  me  and  another  officer  which  we  would 
have  resented,  if,  on  finding  himself  wrong,  he  had  not 
written  a  second  and  very  civil  one.  Having  government 
stables,  the  keep  of  a  horse  will  not  cost  a  great  deal,  and 
my  wish  is  to  bny  Cameron's,  because  he  can't  now  aell 
him  at  Lewes  for  hia  worth  on  account  of  the  Dragoons' 
auction.  Wien  that  is  over  I  can  easily  sell  him,  and 
Cameron  would  certainly  like  to  have  fifteen  guineas:  lo 
lend  him  that  sura  would  be  a  pleasure,  hut  he  is  such 
a  fellow  that,  unless  sadly  pushed,  he  would  not  borrow 
even  from  me." 

His  nest  letter,  addressed  to  his  sister  Louisa,  indicates 
a  remarkable  change  in  hia  mind.  What  Boldiers  call  the 
mother  sicknesi  or  longing  for  home,  now  first  seized  him, 
and  it  will  be  fotinri  clinging'  to  him  during  life,  with  a 
tenacity  requiring  all  his  energy  to  resist :  the  warlike  man. 
while  hearing  arras  in  every  quarter  of  the  world  never 
ceased  to  sigh  for  home  and  a  mother's  tenderness! 

"December. — I  am  n  determined  rake,  in  love  with  four 
misses  at,  once!  I  rode  across  tlie  Downs,  twelve  miles 
after  dark  to  dance  with  one  of  them,  and  then  came  back 
at  daybreak.  Yet  would  to  Heaven  I  could  get  home. 
My  prayer  at  night  is  that  Buonaparte  may  send  some 
thousands  to  Ireland,  for  then  our  regiment  would  go  there, 
Ttlake  George  and  William  say  how  tall  ihey  are,  I  am  only 
five  feet  five  indies  and  a  half!  However  that  is  taller  than 
five  or  six  of  our  officers.  You  write  very  seldom.  I  would 
give  the  world  to  see  you,  and  shall  go  mad  if  yon  don't 
come  to  England,  or  I  go  to  Ireland.  Nobody  but  myself 
ever  had  such  a  feel  for  home ;  my  heart  jumps  when  think- 
ing of  )-ou  all  together,  merry  in  the  old  way.  This  wishing 
for  home  makes  me  gad  about  in  a  wild  way.  for  melan- 
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«t)oIy  seizes  me  when  alone  in  a  cold  barraefc-room,  and  I 
ciuiDOt  rend  with  thoughts  busy  in  Kildare  Street.  I  ahoiild 
like  to  go  lo  London  for  a  fortnight  and  stay  with  Emily, 
bat  am  too  poor.  I  have  do  coloured  clothes,  and  they  are 
expensive  to  buy;  my  horse  also  is  costly  and  must  be 
Eold :  Tery  sorry,  for  he  is  the  dearest  httle  wicked  black 
davil  you  ever  saw,  and  so  pretty ! 

Will  the  Duke  of  York  send  us  to  Ireland  ?  It  would 
i>et  toe  wild,  yet  T  am  as  happy  with  my  regiment  ns  can 
well  be,  and  there  are  pleasant  people  here.  Lord  Gage's 
funily  are  really  delightful;  a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Round 
also  are  both  vi'ry  agreeable  people,  and  have  been  very 
dvil. 

"January  1st, — Happy  new  year  and  mony  of  ihem  to 
my  dearest  mother.  Now  to  ask  a  favour  not  to  be  told  to 
dad,  unless  you  think  there  will  be  no  inconvenience  to 
him.  t'liraeron  has  been  in  a  very  disagreeable  situation 
("or  Borae  time  about  family  affairs.  Several  things  have 
bappened  to  put  him  to  enormous  expenoe,  and  he  intends 
borrowing  money  from  the  Jews,  which  must  do  him  much 
mischief  in  the  end,  though  ho  will  have  a  very  good  pro- 
perty when  of  age.  His  guardians  are  angry,  and  used 
liiin  ill  because  he  kicked  gainst  their  wishes,  and  they 
viill  not,  it  is  to  bo  feared,  even  advance  money  to  purchase 
bis  majority.  Now  if  my  father  has  not  drawn  the  £100  of 
fnrage  money  belonging  to  me,  which  Armitt  has  had  these 
fight  months  to  repay  tho  money  you  advanced,  can  he 
ftpoie  it  for  Cameron  ?  I  am  sure  he  would  soon  repay  it. 
If  you  think  the  Comptroller  can  do  it  conveniently  I  would 
be  rqoiced ;  but  if  the  contrary  say  nothing  about  it,  as 
Tameron  hna  not  the  least  idea  of  tho  matter;  and  it  is 
iinly  to  savo  him  from  having  to  do  with  those  Jews,  who 
may  rain  him-  You  know  the  Comptroller  as  well  ns  I  do, 
and  if  you  shewed  him  the  letter  at  once,  he  wouhl  do  the 
thing  nt  unoe  to  oblige  me,  when  perhaps  it  wns  trouble- 
Mmu.     i'ray  give  me  your  opinion,  as  things  will   soon 
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lia[ipen  to  Citmeron  whicli  fix  liia  happiness  or  misery  for 
ibe  rest  of  Ins  life,  poor  fellow ! 

"  January. — So  sorry  dearest  Louisa  was  I  for  poor 
1801,  OS  not  to  be  able  to  eat  my  diDiter.  I  do  bo  hate 
new  years,  and  love  old  ones.  It  ia  not  ao  for  new  faces, 
for  I  am  most  wickedly  in  tove,  and  have  been  at  anoUier 
Lewes  ball  to  dance  witb  ilie  Miss  Gages  again.  It  ia  one 
of  tliem,  the  second,  tbat  I  am  iu  love  witb.  She  is  not  a 
famous  beauty,  but  one  of  the  handsomest  women  ever 
seen.  Beautiful  figure,  and  that  majestic  appearance  Liady 
Duff  has,  only  witb  more  of  it  to  those  she  don'i  like:  she 
takes  fancies  to  some  people  and  dislikes  to  others,  nod 
gives  such  repulses  to  forward  gentry  they  don't  know 
which  way  to  stare,  while  she  looks  so  wicked  and  haughty. 
Her  eyes  are  beautiful.  She  is  to  me  the  most  charming 
creature  ever  beheld.  If  she  was  not  going  to  London  my 
longing  after  leave  of  absence  would  be  almost  forgotten. 
I  am  more  in  love  with  Miss  Gage  even  than  Giuli;  for 
I  think  of  nothing  else,  and  hate  any  kind  of  company 
where  she  is  not.  Pray  ask  me  five  hundred  qnesdons 
about  her,  or  you  will  get  no  answers  to  your  haters,  I 
am  devilish  cunning,  having  persuaded  Callendar  lo  write  to 
Lord  Gage's  to  wait  on  him,  witb  me,  by  which  she  will  be 
seen.  This  visit  is  my  only  thought ;  and  my  hope  is  that 
Lord  Gage  will  persuade  Callendar  to  dine.  At  any  rate 
they  are  goiqg  to  another  ball,  and  Lord  Gage  naked  me  to 
sleep  at  Firle  Place  as  it  is  close  to  Lewes ;  so  I  shall  see 
her  twice  before  the  lath  and  then  we  must  of  coarse  call 
on  them  afterwards,  which  will  be  three  times ! 

"January, — To  see  you  all  would  make  me  quJte  mad, 
being  now  half  so,  at  being  disappointed  of  my  k-ave :  but 
I  dare  not  trust  myself  to  think ;  the  thought  of  not  seeing 
you  all  makes  me  really  sick,  and  it  will  not  go  out  of  my 
bead  tliat  I  shall  never  see  you  again.  Tell  mother  not  to 
he  disturbed  at  my  yesterday's  letter,  having  really  worked 
myself  to  madness  I  knew  not  what  I  said.     In  short  I  sia 
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Trfserable,  and  nothing  can  mnte  me  happy  but  seeing  you 
all ;  less  nnhappy  though,  since  falhng  so  in  love  with  tliat 
kenutiful  Miss  Gage.  Don't  laugh  :  this  is  not  joking  but 
wrewhedness.  I  read  at  least  twenty  books,  and  write 
three  or  four  letters  in  five  minutes  ;  that  is,  the  books 
are  opened  and  then  shut,  and  the  letters  begun  and  then 
burned :  then  I  begin  thinking  of  you  all,  sometimes  of 
Miss  Gage  though,  with  my  head  in  the  grate,  nntil  I 
entirely  stupefy  myself," 

Notwithstanding  this  childlike  aimphcity  of  feeling  and 
expression,  he  was  able  to  meet  and  repel  with  the  austerity 
of  a  philosopher  the  temptations  of  London,  where  he  now 
went  to  see  his  sister  Emily  and  Lady  Louisa  Conolly. 

"  March. — My  father  being  so  well  makes  mo  very  happy. 
I  went  to  a  few  parties  with  Emily,  but  have  gone  to  none 
since,  being  unwell ;  nor  have  I  danced,  lest  it  should  make 
me  ill  again.  Once  only  have  I  been  at  the  Opera,  never  at 
the  play,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  go,  not  being  able  to  afford 
it.  No  sights  either,  except  the  Shakespeare  Gallery,  the 
Histoncul  Gallery,  and  a  picture  of  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie's 
deMtli,  tlie  whole  at  a  cost  of  only  five  shillings,  which  is 
not  any  vast  expence.  London  is  for  me  very  disagreenhle. 
Lady  Galloway  told  me  she  bad  a  letter  from  Lady  Char- 
lotte Croflon,  who  said  she  had  seen  you,  with  some  fine 
speech,  to  he  forgotten.  Colonel  Stewart  has  been  kind 
beyond  measure,  and  introduced  me  to  his  mother :  your 
nying  how  much  obliged  I  am  will  please  him.  I  really  do 
lite  him  exceedingly,  and  if  he  was  properly  trained  he 
would  bo  ft  very  good  officer ;  but  he  is  flattered  instead  of 
being  taught,  and  does  foolish  things  in  command.  To  do 
him  justice  he  has  none  of  the  haughtiness  which  other 
Colonel  Stewarts  have,  and  to  me  is  like  a  brother,  except 
Whw  oomraanding  officer !  He  has  begged  mo  to  breakfast 
with  liim  every  morning,  and  stoy  all  the  forenoon,  saj-ing, 
Y'js  know  it  is  the  devil  to  bo  made  a  fag  for  our  sisters. 
A^  to  seeing  tlie  Duffs,  consider:  one  cannot  here  go  to  them 
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nt  Lheir  breakfast,  or  after  dinner,  as  at  their  own  house : 
Fife  would  be  discomposed  ;  my  one  invitAtJun  oame  frvm 
liim,  to  meet  Sir  James  Doff,  Lord  Fife  talkL-d  a  great  deal 
of  you,  and  my  father,  of  whom  he  thus  speaks.  Pt 
Napier,  Hast  him  I  he  Uked  drifd  cod  Jiith,  I  'II  send 
some  in  a  frank  J  Aa  to  my  old  aequaintanoes 
is  as  friendly  as  possible,  and  very  pleasant,  Bensible, 
periiups  clever,  but  illufss  prevents  my  seeing  enough  of 
hiia  to  judge.  C- — -  ia  a  very  fine  gentlemnn,  and  not  at 
all  handsome,  having  lost  all  his  blooming  oootplexioa  and 
tiuo  hair;  he  is  now  a  minikin  pale  dull,  with  his  buir 

powdered,  and  a  cocked  hat,  &o,     F is  a  conceited  fine. 

genilcman,  a  great  benu,  good-natured,  stupid,  pert  enoi 
nnd  with  very  bad  manners ;  wears  boots  with  heels' 
inches  high  to  make  himself  look  tall ! 

"Tho  military  college  is  worth  going  to,  but  not 
being  n  good  draughtsman,  and  speaking  French  perfectly, 
as  the  lectures  arc  in  that  laugunge.  My  hope  is  to  mueter 
both  in  three  months  at  Dubhn,  and  then  go,  as  it  gives  ono 
u  name,  and  makes  people  think  a  stupid  dog  u  great  officer. 
Colonel  Stewart  asked  me  to-dny  if  that  old  undo  the  duks, 
would  not  purchase  me  a  company  ?  my  reply  was- 
nut  tell,  because  I  never  asked  hirn. 

■'  So  deer,  dearest  mother,  you  think  your  letters  bore' 
Never  half  so  happy  as  when  pacqitets  of  them  eoma  to  fgi 
instead  of  stupid  books!  I  hate  paying  visits,  am  uuW  fond 
of  parties,  never  liked  the  Opera,  can't  aflbrd  tho  play,  and 
rould  not  stand  London  a  week  longer,  if  aunt  and  Emily 
were  not  here.  Tho  Dutfa,  JoIiusIuuh,  Lady  CusUereagfa, 
and  the  Gages,  are  the  only  people  to  regret  in  leavui 
Loudon.  I  dined  with  Lord  Galloway,  and  liked  them 
the  girls  are  very  pleasant,  and  Lady  Sophia  very  pi 
My  journey  to  Ireland  is  settled  fur  Mouday.  At 
Derby's  party  last  night." 

His  mastery  over  his  passions  was  shewn  in  thesfi 
for  beneath  the  austerity  displayed  were  impuli 
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strong  as  those  which  afwrwards  urged  him  to  battle  ; 
hie  tetiipernmeDt  was  indeed  vehement  for  all  things,  nnd  he 
wiis  a  pttssionute  admirer  of  women  ;  hnt  every  feeling  save 
[•ive  for  his  mother,  was  suppressed  when  not  conducive  to 
fiooeat  fame.  The  times  were  however  favourable  for  the 
fonualioD  of  stem  character.  Napoleon's  terrible  geuius. 
menacing  England  with  destruction,  made  yonng  men  think 
very  differently  from  what  they  do  in  these  pleasure -seeking 
iitvnry  times." 

f  Hia  leave  of  absence  was  soon  changed  to  a  recruiting 
MOU  in  Ireland,  and  that  brought  down  on  him  the 
t  of  a  series  of  nnjuat  reprimands  which  he  was  fated 
Nagli  life  to  rewive  and  to  resist — never  from  any  man  of 
niilB  however.  On  this  occasion  his  resistance  was  very 
I,  aa  being  by  a  subalicm,  under  twenty,  to  a  favouriie 
:  general,  Maningham,  immediately  iibout  the  Sove- 
B  person,  at  a  time  when  the  Duke  of  York's  imperious, 
I  Dot  always  discriminaUng  despotism,  made  the  boldest 
mhle  even  in  defence.  Nothing  disagreeable  followed,  and 
I  afurwards  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Shorn  CHff, 
t  foumi  it  no  longer  an  agreeabla  homo.  The  best  officers 
f»y,  and  as  happens  in  most  newly- organized  aocio- 
ne  men  of  offensive  habits  and  manners  had  taken 
neral  Maningham  was  seldom  with  the  regiment, 
,  William  Stewart  was  become  so  inflated  with  fclao 
8  of  ooromand,  as  entirely  lo  change  Charles  Napier's 
I  towards  iiim.  lu  the  British  army  tlie  regimental 
i  18  sobject  to  perturbations,  and  disposed  to  exaggcra- 
B  bwUi  ID  praise  and  blame  of  eommanding  officers,  but 
rt'«  uncaleulaiing  zeal  may  be  measured  thus.  H<.- 
1  tliot  all  the  martello  towers  on  the  beach  shonid  he 
Uled  a  cenaiu  number  of  times,  day  and  night,  by  the 
^nbftliem  on  duty.  Nnpier  was  the  first  to  report.  "  How 
i»ihis.  Sir?  not  a  quarter  of  the  duty  performed  '."  "It 
«w  imponsible.'  *'  Tliat  word  is  not  in  the  uiihtary  die 
^m  *  WrittuQ  bcToTo  tlic  CiLmeiiD  dLmpuifiL 
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tionory."  "  Bnt  in  arithmetic,  colonel  it  is,  to  walk  forty- 
five  milcB  along  a  beach  mid-leg  deep  with  shingle ! " 

"  Shorn  Cliif,  Deoemher. — Very  nnxiona  dear  mother  to 
get  awfly  from  here,  I  am  reading  Sir  Eobcrt  Wilson's 
Egyptian  Expedition.  It  is  not  well  written,  and  seems 
incorrect  as  to  names  :  the  style  is  altogether  had,  the  plans 
very  bad,  and  on  too  small  a  scale.  Major  Birch's  are  su- 
perior to  any  others ;  Captain  Boordwyno  showed  them  to 
me,  and  Birch  explained  them.  Wikon  abuses  Buonaparte 
in  the  most  unmitigated  manner ;  and  if  what  he  says  be 
true,  Buonaparte  must  he  the  greatest  ruffian  on  earth: 
hut  I  can  hardly  credit  all  he  says." — Sir  Kobcrt  in  after  hfe 
admitted  that  he  had  been  misled. — "Ask  my  father  if  he 
thinks  this  hook  of  Wilson's  well  written?  there  might 
have  been  bettur  plans  at  least:  and  there  was  no  great 
occasion  to  pufl'  Sir  Sydney  Smith  so  violently.  He  harpa 
on  General  Eegnier  abusing  the  English,  yet  in  the  same 
page  scolds  the  French  like  Susan  Frost  with  tlie  maids, 
when  they  call  forth  her  dehcate  phrases  in  anger. 

"  We  are  going  on  here  as  badly  as  need  be.  Two  or 
three  men  desert  almost  every  night,  and  not  recruits  either: 
the  hospital  is  full  of  rheumatic  patients,  and  men  with 
colds,  and  coughs,  caught  from  standing  long  on  damp 
ground,  and  being  kept  in  miKzhng  rains  for  hours  without 
moving.  Stewart  is  however  killing  himself  as  well  as  us, 
and  the  toss  up  is  who  will  go  firsL  I  am  trying  my  luok 
in  the  lottery — a  Napier  seeking  luck !  I  begin  to  have  a 
sane  idea  tliat  I  am  mad. 

"  Stewart  and  I  have  had  a  rtimptis  this  morning.  He 
came  from  head-quarters  to  the  fort  of  Monorief,  to  in- 
spect the  arms ;  all  the  rifles  had  been  reckoned  by  me, 
hut  as  he  seldom  reckons  the  swords  they  were  trusted  to 
the  sergeant,  with  a  knowledge  however  that  they  were  all 
complete.  This. was  a  very  foolish  thing  to  do  with  such 
a  commander,  and  when  one  or  two  swords  were  not  forth- 
coming, Stewart,  without  giving  me  or  the  sergeant  an  u 
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ttant  to  recollect  or  iaquiro,  got  into  s  furious  j 
boiled  from  the  room  nnd  went  straight  out  oi'  tlie  fort. 
I  took  no  notice  of  him,  neither  following  him,  nor  speak- 
mg  R  word  to  nppeitse  him ;  but  we  found  immediatfily 
ifterwards,  thnt  two  men  had  gone  from  the  room  with  their 
ewords  on,  which  accounted  for  the  deficiency.  Then  the 
quarter- master  followed  Stewart  nnd  told  him  the  fact.  I 
would  not.  The  pay-sergeant  also  fullowed  hire,  but  Stewart 
said : — Get  home  sir,  and  tell  Mr.  Napier  that  1 11  make  him 
march  with  his  arms  to  head- quarters,  and  will  give  out  an 
order  directly  about  it.  I  knew  ho  would  be  quite  savage 
at  me  for  not  following  him  to  explain,  and  for  that  very 
msoQ  I  would  not  do  so.  He  got  the  worst  of  it  however, 
lor  it  began  snowing  very  hard,  and  if  he  had  been  asi/ 
be  wonld  have  got  a  dinner,  as  he  expected ;  but  I  did  not 
even  ask  him  into  my  room,  and  he  had  a  pleasant  walk  of 
ten  miles  in  a  snow-storm.  Ha  will  probably  give  out  a 
Soarishing  order  to-morrow,  for  which  I  care  about  as  much 
U  for  this  exhibition. 

"  Write  often  to  me,  for  though  living  alone  is  to  my 
taste,  want  of  society  is  apt  to  mako  me  low-spirited. 
Stewart  was  hero  yesterday,  and  aeems  to  tliink  I  shall  be 
Me  to  hold  a  staff  situation  and  remain  in  the  regiment. 
We  are  quite  gracious  at  present  to  see:  you  would  think 
*o  were  brothers !  What  hypocrisy  there  is  in  the  behaviour 
of  men.  However,  now  that  I  am  not  furious,  let  mo  con- 
fess his  faults  to  arise  from  having  much  passion,  much  zeul, 
ud  not  the  least  judgment.  He  is  open-hearted  and  honour- 
tblo  in  the  greatest  degree ;  but  those  qualities  are  nolhing 
lo  iiios«  who  serve  under  him,  and  therefore  the  sooner  I 
get  out  of  his  liands  the  better. 

"  March  3rd. — My  letter  has  been  delayed  because  a 
nrcUed  jaw  and  moutli  kept  me  awake  for  three  nights, 
■ad  stopped  my  writing,  reading,  eating,  talking:  every- 
Itiing  but  cureing  and  swearing.  This  I  should  not  have 
been  guilty  of  if  married ;  for  you  know  what  Job's  wife 
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said  to  Job,  and  liis  answer :  all  owing  to  tbe  spiriH 
contrndiction,  not  to  patience ;  had  he  been  b  baobeloE 
would  liove  awom  like  a  trooper.     Adiei 

He  bad  now  a  promise  from  bis  couud.  General  Fox,  t 
going  as  commander  in  cbief  to  Ireland,  lo  take  him  on  his 
staff;  and  as  tbe  hollow  truce,  called  the  peace  of  Aioiena, 
was  evidently  approaching  its  termination,  tbe  plane  for  coj 
tinental   service  and  study  vaniBhed :   meanwhile  sicki 
again  assailed  him. 

"  April  3rd. — Been  confined  to  bed  for  four  or  five  i 
with  a  fever,  but  pretty  well  again,  ibough  weak  and  with  ft 
violent  headache,  tbe  remaina  of  tbe  illness.     Twenty  of  my 
men  are  down  wii.h  it  in  this  fort  alone :  our  surgeon  < 
me  with  James  powders  and  oranges,  and  I  shall  be  i 
to-morrow  tbey  say ;  if  so,  well  oiid  good,  but  giddiness  4 
headache  remain. 

"  4tb. — Quite  well  to-day  dearest  mother,  hot  weak :  bow- 
i-ver  Colonel  Beckwiih  bas  some  excellent  madt-ira,  and 
promises  me  a  botlle.  Lord  Mitrk  Kerr  tells  George,  that 
tbe  Duke  of  Leinatcr  sara  I  am  on  General  Fox's  staff,  yet 
it  is  in  my  bend  that  it  will  not  be :  this  would  he  immalonal 
if  it  was  not  so  near  you ;  but  that  would  make  it  •  v 
tiou  not  to  succeed. 

"April  7th. — Your  queries  were  put  out  of  memoi 
illness,  and  my  head  acbes  now  so  violently  that  a  1 
is  to  be  put  behind  my  ear.  You  talk  of  magaziaaafl 
clothw !  Why  I  have  no  cloihes  but  tJiose  on  my  back,  i 
have  indeed  too  many  books,  above  tliirty  volumes :  but  my- 
whole  magazine,  books,  clothes,  all  go  in  two  trunks,  except 
my  tent  bed.  When  once  out  of  this  regiment  it  will  not 
be  to  return,  be  you  certain :  Stewart  renders  it  odious. 
As  to  William  coming  in,  that  can  only  be  done  through 
His  Boyal  Highness ;  but  I  would  not  put  a  dog  unda 
Colonel  Stewart  High  Wycombe  would  be  Willia 
Btiou  ;  all  the  tricks  played  lliere  hnve  been  made  know] 
me  by  Niel  Campbell :  there  are  a  set  who  keep  horsas,  n 
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Ihi,  pUy,  evBTVtliing  tlint  is  bRd,  nnd  learn  notliiiip,  tliough 
do  study  and  learn.  Tliie  has  taken  place  lately,  it 
»t  BO  formerly.  Some  of  my  boots  arc  iii  my  wiiy 
nrtninly,  but  cannot  isadly  b«  replsoed  again,  and  parting 
iritli  books  is  hateful  to  me. 

■'  London,  June. — My  uniform  ia  expenaive:  tlio  dre:ts 
coat  OusLa  tweniv  guineas,  exclusi've  of  epaulettes.  Nothing 
of  mine  except  linen  will  do  for  an  A.D.C.  My  panta- 
loons are  groen,  and  I  have  only  one  pair;  my  jaokel  twice 
tarood '.  a  greeu  waistcoat — useless ;  one  pair  of  boots  with- 
out soles  or  heels ;  a  green  featlier  and  a  helmet  not  worth 
nxpenee.  This  is  Lbs  state  of  my  liijiiiig  kit :  luckily  I 
have  credit  with  my  tailor." 

With  this  equipment,  which  was  not  much  augmented 
vlieD,  ID  a^r  times,  he  went  forth  to  command  the  armies  uf 
Indim  lie  joined  GeuTal  Fox  in  Dublin,  and  there  witnessed 
tiie  rash  insurrection  of  the  generous-minded  heroic  Era- 
melt.  No  letters  exist  to  display  Charles  Napier's  feelings 
00  that  occasion,  for  he  was  at  home :  but  tLe  murders 
nhicb  nccompimied  the  outbreak,  and  the  executions  which 
Iblloved,  augmented  his  already  deep  abhorrence  .of  civil 
Btrife.  nie  vengeance  of  power  on  that  occasion  shocked 
him  :  it  was  accounted  moderate,  e^'en  mild  at  the  time,  yet 
llie  following  extract  from  Mrs,  Fox's  journal  will  give 
uiotber  miiftuii^  to  the  words.  "  We  passed  tlie  gibbet  in 
Thomas  Street,  wliich  is  now  fixed  tliere,  with  a  rope  sua- 
pended,  nnd  two  sentries  to  guard  it ;  for  so  many  of  tlie 
nbels  ore  now  executed  it  is  in  daily  use.  What  a  horrible 
BUle  for  a  country  to  be  in  ! " 

Soon  arose  disputes  between  General  Fox  and  the  Irish 
goTtiruiueni,  and  following  the  invariable  rule  where  mill- 
larf  men  and  civilians  differ,  the  general  was  misrepreaenteil. 
ill-used,  and  recalled.  He  was  however  appointed  to  the 
London  district,  heing  too  powerful  in  parliamentary  friends 
and  the  personal  favour  of  the  king  to  be  crushed ;  his 
staff  accompanied  him. 
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Here  the  second  epoch  of  his  life  most  tenninate. 
Hitherto  he  had  been  making  acquaintance  mth  the  worlds 
rather  than  acting  in  it :  henceforth  he  will  be  found  ex- 
periencing its  enmities  and  iniquities,  and  his  correspondence 
takes  another  character  as  his  original  yiews  of  life  become 
shaken. 
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The  Londoa  staff  baulked  Charles  Napier's  desire  for  ser- 
Tice,  and  efforts  were  therefore  made  to  obtain  a  company  in 
die  royal  staff  corps  of  Artificers,  a  hybrid  body,  just  then 
being  organized  to  combine  engineering  ■with  the  qiiarter- 
msster  general's  daties;  and  good  service  it  did,  at  home 
and  abroad,  until  extinguished  by  a  silly  economy.  While 
twaidng  this  promotion,  his  London  semce  fiimiBhed  the 
foilowing  correspondence  with  hia  mother. 

"  December. — The  Duke  of  Richmond  not  in  town ;  Sir 
J.Duffnot  in  town;  Charles  Fox  not  in  town :  there  my  en- 
tries stopped  until  my  own  concern  was  settled,  and  a  fine 
«e  it  is.  My  lodgings  cost  a  guinea  and  a  half  per  week 
ud  my  allowance  ia  hut  a  guinea !  Wo  are  to  have  dra- 
joona  and  liorse  artillerj-  out  on  Saturday,  for  the  inspection 
of  his  Excellency  Mahomet  £Iphi  Bey,  and  his  Mamelukes : 
I  will  describe  tliem  and  the  reception  of  myself,  Piohegru 
ind  Dnmouriez  will  he  there,  and  will  satisfy  my  optics,  my 
idmiration  of  them  being  great.  My  reception  by  the  duke 
lo  be  noted. 

"Sunday. — Saw  Elphi  Boy  and  the  Dukes  of  York  and 
Ckrence,  hat  was  not  introduced  to  him  of  York.  Some  of 
Elphi's  attendants  are  well-looking,  others  the  contrary : 
be  is  a  tall  man  with  a  ferocious  coimtcnonce,  good  eyes. 
mil  B  booked  nose.  The  devil  thank  these  Mamelukes  for 
riding  restive  steeds  well ;  and  God  help  the  poor  horse ! 
His  under  jaw  is  put  through  an  iron  ring,  like  a  solid  curb 
fuuated  to  that  part  of  the  bit  which  touches  the  roof  of 
the  moatb ;  and  from  the  junction  there  runs  art  iron  Fipike 
toto  the  palate,  towards  the  teeth,  whea  the  reins  are  pulled 
viiile  the  ring  is  drawn  up  behind  against  the  nnder  jaw : 
the  poor  beast's  jaw  may  thus  be  broke,  and  his  moulh  Lut 
c  3 
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to  pieces.  Their  stirrups  are  broad  knives ;  and  as  to  their 
saddle !  can  they  fall  out  of  one  that  comes  nearly  up  to  the 
armpits  ?  '  We  slept  at  St.  Anne's  Hill,  and  I  like  Charles 
Fox  and  his  wife  very  much. 

"  December. — Was  with  aunt  Johnston  to-day.  She  looks 
so  young  and  well,  she  might  really  be  taken  for  thirty !  She 
has  a  very  small  house  at  Brompton  on  a  lease,  and  though 
a  long  way  off,  my  hope  is  to  see  her  every  day.  Nothing 
yet  about  my  company.  If  it  is  to  be  in  the  staff  corps 
and  forces  me  to  quit  General  Fox  I  will  make  a  push  for 
High  Wycombe.  The  understanding  is,  that  a  captain  of 
artificers  may  be  allowed  to  make  himself,  a  good  general  in 
spite  of  God's  teeth,  although  he  must  not  be  an  aide-de- 
camp in  spite  of  the  Duke  of  York:  this  is  fair  enough, 
for  most  of  our  generals  are  more  obliged  to  the  duke  than 
the  Deity  for  their  military  talents." 

Aunt  Johnston  was  liis  father's  only  sister,  a  woman  of 
extraordinary  beauty,  talent  and  energy.  She  had  passed 
great  part  of  her  life  in  India,  was  a  widow,  and  had  claims 
on  the  directors  for  more  than  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  They  refiised  payment  and,  following  up  the 
wrong,  endeavoured  to  support  dishonesty  by  slandering 
the  character  of  hor  husband,  who  had  saved  their  army 
from  starvation  in  the  field.  Payment  would  have  been  an 
acknowledgment  of  misgovemment,  and  they  were  afraid 
to  be  grateful  or  honourable.  Hence  with  every  legal  chi- 
cane, dishonest  artifice,  and  unscrupulous  use  of  influence, 
they  sought  to  wear  out  the  widow's  courage  and  resources : 
but  they  had  to  deal  with  an  indomitable  spirit,  such  a  one 
as  their  successors  found  afterwards  in  her  nephew.  Aided 
gratuitously  with  the  counsel  and  advocacy  of  Lord  Erskine, 
she,  from  her  poor  lodging  of  Brompton,  fought  her  re- 
morseless enemies  for  more  than  twenty  years,  gaining 
decree  after  decree,  and  finally  forcing  them  to  acknowledge 
her  husband's  integrity  and  pay  her  claims :  but  the  expences 
bad  swallowed  up  nearly  all  the  money,  and,  exhausted 
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by  her  long  struggle,  sho  died  almost  immediately  after 
riotory, 

A  singularly  intereBting  atory  would  be  bet  life,  and  fwo 
ihort  anecdotes  will  iudifate  lier  character.  Going  out  to 
India,  tLe  sliip,  an  ludiaman,  was  attacked  by  one  uf 
SnfDries's  fiigales ;  lier  Imsbnnd  look  his  post  at  a  gnu,  and 
Hester  Johnston,  wearing  round  her  neck  a  gold  case  con- 
taining the  heart  of  the  great  Montrose,  her  own  heart  ns 
firm  D8  his,  kept  tlis  quarter-deck,  holding  the  hand  of  htr 
HOD,  then  five  years  old.  To  those  who  urged  her  to  go 
below  shtt  said  aloud.  No  wife  should  quit  her  husband  in 
danger,  here  will  I  stay  and  take  his  chance.  Soon  fate 
rindicaied  the  declaration;  a  shot,  splintering  the  deck, 
atrack  down  husband,  wife,  and  cliiJd,  the  two  latter  with 
wvcre  wounds,  and  the  gold  case  containing  Montrose't* 
lienn  WB8  broken  on  her  bosom  :  yet  she  would  not  go  below  ! 

At  iLDOther  time,  having  to  take  ber  husband,  wlieu  in  a 
fercr,  Across  the  desart,  she  was  pursued  by  an  English 
eiieray,  not  a  private  one,  but  a  tool  furnished  with  a  writ  nf 
espttoo  on  a  false  debt,  and  employed  to  kill  Mr.  Jolmsimi 
by  uking  him  from  the  covered  litter  and  exposing  bim  to 
ibi)  sun.  Heater  had  a  guard  of  twelve  peons,  rajapoots. 
■od  when  the  miserable  villain  came  up  they  drew  round 
fcer  in  delenoe,  ihongh  he  had  two  hundred.  Sitting  on 
■he  top  of  the  litter,  armed  with  pistole,  she  menaced 
whoever  approached  with  death;  and  when  the  pretended 
«r«ditor  advanced,  flrtnl  at  bim  with  so  close  an  aim  that 
he  turned  and  tied:  whereupon  his  peons,  also  rajapoots, 
made  eabutm  with  smiles,  and  retired.  Well  she  knew  ihf 
Etsteni  people,  and  deeply  into  her  nephew's  mind  worked 
the  stories  ahe  told  of  cruelty  and  fraud  perpetrated  by  the 
t'mnpany'e  government  in  India. 

Oharles  Napier's  brothers,  who  had  been  placed  on  faalf- 
psjr  at  the  peace,  were  now  restored  to  active  service,  George 
JQ  tim  52Dd,  William  iu  the  Blues,  from  which  he  soon  cx- 
igdd  into  the  52nd. 
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"  December. — I  told  General  Fox,  lliat  General  Moore 
got  William  into  the  52nd,  ond  he  seemed  to  think  the  Blues 
would  have  ruined  him.  I  would  Lke  to  see  my  brothers, 
but  Tisiting  employs  all  my  time ;  that  however  shall  not 
oonlinue,  whether  it  loses  friends  or  makes  enemies :  rather 
would  I  be  laid  in  iho  Red  Sea.  The  expence  of  London 
is  dreadful,  it  absorbs  all  my  pay,  and  here  I  cannot  go 
such  a  blackguard  figure  as  in  Dublin.  This  is  exclusive  of 
casual  expenees  and  travelling,  of  which  there  will  be  a  great 
deal ;  six  months  will  destroy  me ;  and  to  live  in  dread  of 
tradosmen,  and  abominate  the  sight  of  a  bill  is  a  life  not  to 
be  borne :  even  Stewart's  despotism  would  be  better  than  a 
tailor's.  We  are  going  to  Guildford,  where  there  is,  I  hear, 
a  fine  new  gaol :  that  is  to  me  signiEcant.  Last  night  I  sat 
up  till  two  o'clouk,  writing  on  the  old  subject  of  grievances, 
and  laahing  myself  into  a  fury  with  everything.  Abusing 
the  army,  pulling  olf  my  breeches,  cursing  creditors,  ami 
putting  out  the  candle  all  in  a  minute,  I  jumped  into  bed 
and  lay  there  blaepbeming,  praying  and  perspiring  for  twft 
hours,  when  sleep  came.  What  I  wrote  is  not  worth 
however,  being  full  of  jokes,  politics  and  blue  devils, 
live  in  fear  of  my  creditors :  but  that  shall  not  last.  I  wiB 
not  be  a  tailor  s  slave. 

"  December  2Cth, — William  has  recovered  from  Ins  fever, 
and  is  gazetted  in  the  52nd ;  would  I  were  in  the  same  re^- 
ment:  hut  no  more  of  what  you  call  my  madness.  What  a 
curse  to  have  a  turn  of  mind  similar  to  mine !  Misery  to 
oneself,  and  teazing  to  others,  unless  disguised,  which  can 
only  be  with  those  not  really  loved.  Great  exertion  or 
perfect  tranquillity  is  necessary  to  me,  who  have  not  that 
superior  inielkct  which  can  regulate  itself:  there  is  mote  of 
Cassius  than  Brutus  in  me." 

Three  days  after  this  letter  he  was  gazetted  in  the  staff 
corps,   aud   his   feelings   on   the  occasion,   feelings  w1 
remained  steadfast  through  hfo,  shew   how  eoUrely  e' 
govern  men   against  their  inclinations,   and  niU  egi 
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Iktao  who  have  accepted  him  from  his  enemiea,  as  a  man 
of  blood,  df  lighting  in  cornoffe ! 

"December  21)lh.  —  tireen  has  offered  me  a  thousand 
guineas  and  his  company  in  the  67th,  for  mine  in  the  staft" 
oorps.     I  could  get  a  troop  of  light  dragoons  for  that  sum, 
but  would  sooner  go  into  the  militia  than  the  cavalry,  hght 
or  heavy.     Getting  tliis  company  ia  like  receiving  an  obliga- 
[ioD  from  a  man  one  wishes  hanged.     I  was  before  attached 
la  the  army  by  five  shillings  and  eightpence ;  now  hy  four- 
teen and  sevenpence,  and  the  felicity  of  being  called  cap- 
Ittiij-     It  is  not  my  meaning  that  General  Fox  should  be 
Imaged,  but  the  army.     My  comfort  is  the  chance  of  peace, 
when  I  shall  be  captain  N.  on  half- pay,  with  100/.  per 
Bimum,  and  a  much  happier  man  than  Captain  N.,  with 
600/.  or  800A  on  full  pay.    At  one  time  my  hope  was  that 
n  company  would  cure  me  of  my  aversion  to   tJie   army, 
tliough  nothing  could  make  me  hke  it;  but  the  first  feeling 
a  not  lo  be  conquered,  or  surely  being  a  captain  at  twenty- 
one  would   create  in  a  warm  imagiualiou    idtas  of  future 
boDouts,  of  hopes,  and  wishes  to  rise  to  the  head  of  my  pro- 
feraioD,  and  all  the  deuce  knows  what,  which  such  reveries 
Ind  to.     But  not  one  thought  of  pleasure  or  happiness  from 
[itom^tion  could  be  forced  up.     No  I  not  one  would  come 
ai  my  call.     How  different  are  George's  feelings :  he  will  be 
in  I'nrodise  though  up  to  his  ears  in  mud  at  Hytlie.     How 
bappy  he  is  to  be  thus  contented  with  present  pleasures,  and 
»Dguiuo  as  to  the  future  !      To  me  military  life  is  like 
(lancing  up  a  long  room  with  a  mirror  at  the  end,  against 
>hicb  we  cut  our  faces,  and  so  the  deception  ends.     It  is 
ibuH  gaily  men  follow  their  trade  of  Mood,  thinking  it  glit- 
i<ia,  but  lo  me  it  appears  without  brightness  or  reflection ;  a 
liirty  red  I 

■■  And  for  the  future !  aye !  the  future !  What  is  it  ? 
I'ndcr  a  long  feather  and  cocked  hat,  trembling,  though 
supported  by  stiff  bessian  boots,  gold-headed  cane  and  long 
I'ord,  I  see  the  wizened  face  of  a  general  grinning  over  the 
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pnrapot  of  a  fine  frill,  and  telling  extraordinary  lies,  i 
liis  clfirct,  if  he  can  afford  claret,  is  going  down  the  tbroaO 
of  his  wondering  or  quizzing  aides -de -cam  p.     Such  ia  the 
difference  hetweeo  a  hero  of  the  present  time,  and  the  i 
formed  of  one  from  reading  Plutarch  1    Yel  people  woiu 
don't  like  the  army ! " 

Wliilo  on  the  London  staff  he  had  been  frefjuonlly  t 
into  the  society  of  Chnrles  Fox,  and  the  young  soldier  used 
to  describe  with  vivid  humour  tho  manifestations  of  the 
orator's  natural  and  earnest  disposition.  How  at  cricket  he 
would  strike  at  the  ball  and  reeklessly  run  for  a  score,  bat 
on  shoulder,  his  Sancho  Panza  figure  fully  displayed  and 
liis  head  thrown  back,  laughing  in  childish  delight  amidst 
reproachful  cries  while  his  opponents  struck  down  the 
wickets  behind  him.  How  also,  when  walking  in  the  beau- 
tiful garden  of  St.  Anne's  Hill,  amidiiit  rare  fiowers,  dis- 
coursing gravely,  he  would  at  sight  of  a  snail  suddenly  stop, 
plant  bis  heel  on  it,  spin  round  like  a  teetotum,  and  then 
resume  his  walk  and  his  wisdom  with  all  possible  gravity. 
Mr.  Fox  ollen  expressed  his  disapproval  of  Mr.  Windham's 
military  notions,  calling  them  his  fanaes,  and  predicting 
failure,  as  indeed  happened.  Of  other  prominent  men  he 
also  spoke  freely,  and  his  dislike  of  Mr.  Onnning  whs  not 
disguised.  Hia  young  cousin  often  pressed  him  ua  military 
policy,  especially  on  the  defects  of  the  Mutiny  Act,  its 
vagueness,  when  precision  was  essential  for  enabling  officers 
to  act  with  decision  and  legality.  To  this  Mr.  Fox  answered 
drily,  whether  in  condemnation  or  approval  was  not  asoef' 
taincd,  That  it  was  purposelif  so  framed,  to  rrtain  um- 
limited  poteer  over  military  men. 

Sir  Jolm  Moore  was  then  the  most  honoured  military 
character  of  the  day,  and  of  his  opinions  and  actions  Mr. 
Fox  liked  to  hear:  be  knew  him  not,  even  by  sight,  but  look 
such  an  interest  in  his  character  that  one  evening,  hearing 
some  person  relate  an  advantageous  anecdote,  aa  what  other 
opold  ever  be  justly  told  of  Moore,  he   threw  dowiij 


3^  Te»f.]  THIBD  EP0CH.-8TAFF  C0KP3.  89 

cards  and  called  out,  Tell  chat  again !  I  hear  a  great  deal 
uf  Geueml   Moore,   and   everything   good:    tell  me   that 


E 


[ere,  in  coonectioD  with  Mr.  Fox,  gball  be  noticed  an 
toQchiug  the  heroic  Moore's  attachment  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
the  Lady  Hester  Stanhope  :  the  real  facts  presenting, 
enrioualj  enough,  another  phase  of  opposition  between  the 
rival  orators,  although  both  were  ignorant  of  ihem.  Sir 
John  Moore  was  not,  as  generally  heheved,  affianced  to  Lady 
Hester;  his  attachment  to  her  was  strong,  bis  admiration 
great:  but  the  first  was  only  a  sentiment  of  friendehip,  en- 
liuicnd  by  her  relationship  to  Mr.  Piit,  whose  personal 
eaieero  he  enjoyed  in  a  singular  degree.  Admiration  was  a 
necessary  couoomitatit  of  acquaintance;  it  was  for  such  a 
num,  impossible  not  to  admire  the  lofty  genius  of  a  woman 
flie«ted  to  uommand  as  well  as  to  attract :  but  love  in  the 
ptssioiiate  sense  was  not  there.  General  Anderson,  his 
bo&om  fnend,  assured  tlie  writer  of  tliis  biography  that  the 
only  person  Sir  John  Moore  thought  of  marrying  was  Mr. 
Fi>x*s  niece,  Miss  Caroline  Fox ;  a  lady  who  has  since  dis- 
pkyed  a  power  of  mind  and  enduring  fortitude  in  terrible 
uialt),  tliat  surpass  even  the  creatious  of  fiction.  To  her, 
■ilea  in  Sicily  with  her  father.  Sir  John  Moore  did  at  one 
time  deaign  to  offer  marriage :  but  she  was  then  not  eighteen, 
and  lUWr  a  Lard  struggle  he  suppressed  his  passion  with  a 
nobility  of  sentiment  few  men  con  attain  to.  She  is,  he  said 
'•>  Genonii  Andferaon.  so  young  that  her  judgment  may  be 
itTfiowered;  the  disparity  of  age  is  not  at  present  very 
liijiufuit,  and  my  high  position  here,  my  reputation  as  a 
■  lilia  of  service,  and  my  intimacy  with  her  father  —  he 
'-i;:iit  have  added  his  great  comeliness  and  winning  manners 
-may  iiiiluetioe  Her  to  an  irretrievable  error  for  her  own 
liiiure  contentment:  my  present  feehngs  must  tlierefore  be 
wpiin^wcd,  that  she  may  not  have  to  suppress  hers  here- 
ifter  with  loss  of  happiness,  Corufia  would  have  ended 
diat  onion   in  blood  and  mifierv :   and  here  also  in  con- 
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neodon  with  that  fatal  field,  a  fact  of  historical  interest 
shall  be  related  on  the  direct  authority  of  the  late  Lady 
Gastlereagh.  Lord  Gastlereagh  s  dnel  with  Mr.  Canning 
was  not,  she  said,  in  revenge  for  the  intrigae  which  ousted 
the  former  from  office.  He  was  content  to  leave  that  for 
public  judgment ;  but  Mr.  Canning  ofifered  to  reinstate  him 
if  he  would  consent  to  sacrifice  the  reputation  of  Sir  John 
Moore :  an  insult  well  answered  with  a  shot. 

Returning  now  to  Charles  Napier,  it  will  be  found  that 
his  father's  advice,  and  the  practice  of  engineering,  for  which 
he  had  a  predilection,  in  some  measure  reconciled  him  to 
his  profession. 

"  Chelmsford,  February  1804. — Besolution  has  worked  a 
miracle :  my  low  spirits  are  thrown  ofif  in  a  great  degree, 
not  quite,  but  I  am  now  as  eager  to  carry  all  by  storm  as  I 
was  ready  to  desert  five  days  ago.  Not  that  my  opinion,  or 
dislike,  is  changed,  but  that  no  man  can  make  a  figure  in 
anything  who  does  not  go  hand  and  heart  to  work — except 
in  taking  physic :  there  a  want  of  earnestness  may  be  usefiiL 
In  for  a  penny  in  for  a  pound,  shall  be  my  maxim,  in  spite 
of  my  aversion  to  old  proverbs.  I  am  now  anxious  to  return 
to  Chatham,  having  no  uniform  here,  and  coloured  clothes 
with  soldiers  smell  so  militia  like,  it  makes  me  ashamed  to 
look  a  Coldstreamer  in  the  face. 

*'  An  inffunous  newspaper  paragraph  against  General  Fox 
has  appeared.  His  passiveness  puts  me  out  of  patience :  he 
deserves  all  that  is  said,  and  that  leill  be  said,  and  need  not 
flatter  himself  that  things  can  sink  into  oblivion.  The 
White  Roses" — the  York  family — "  will  have  a  blow  at  him 
whenever  matters  are  so  arranged  as  to  make  him  think  they 
have  no  such  intention.  This  paragraph  is  the  commence- 
ment of  attacks  through  the  papers  in  support  of  the  pre- 
vious ill-usage  of  General  Fox ;  and  the  giving  Lord  Hard- 
wick  a  blue  ribbon  will  be  no  small  help  in  fixing  blame 
on  the  general,  which  is  all  they  want.  It  is  provoking  to 
see  an  honest  old  soldier  so  assailed  by  those  who  were 
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by  his  pacific  disposition  in  the  first  instniice,  not 
by  tLeir  own  wit.  One  of  my  ears  ehould  go  to  boo  his 
liiin  little  brother,  the  Cherteey  private,  let  loose :  how  he 
would  fling  at  them  !  The  general's  statement  ought,  cer- 
tainly, to  be  published." 

It  must  bo  here  remarlted  that  General  Fox's  passiveneaa 
sprung  from  no  wealiness  of  bis  cause ;  nor  from  timidity, 
for  he  was  a  very  bold  man ;  but  from  an  inexhaustible  good- 
Dess  of  nature :  he  was  totally  devoid  of  the  fire  which 
kindles  into  wretli ;  no  personal  ill-usage  could  arouse  him 
to  hexceaesB,  and  he  was  forgiving  to  an  incredible  degree. 
Astnc«  measures  had  been  early  tidcen  to  mollify  him  about 
the  Irish  affair,  and  he  could  not  be  stung  again  to  anger ; 
moreover  he  blamed  ilr.  Wickbam,  the  Iriaii  Secretary,  far 
more  than  Lord  Hardwick,  who  was  certainly  not  an  in- 
triguing, nor  a  dishonest  politician,  nor  a  vindictive  man. 

•'  Cbathum,  February. — Being,  dear  mother,  in  all  the 
horrors  of  a  new  coat  and  cocked-iip-hut  I  cannot  write 
much.  I  fag  at  French,  eager  to  learn,  as  most  of  tha 
officers  speak  it,  and  it  is  hateful  to  be  a  dunce.  None  of 
tbem  however  know  anything  of  interior  regimental  duty, 
which  woeful  experience  has  taught  me ;  nor  can  there  be 
»ora6  hands  ni  drill ;  even  the  mojor  is  unlearned,  the 
idjutaut  superbly  so.  The  reason  is  that  the  first  comes 
from  the  Engineers,  who  know  nothing  of  field  exercises ; 
ud  though  the  tatter  was  sergeant-major  of  the  Guards, 
ihose  who  rise  from  the  ranks  seldom  figure  in  exercising  a 
battalioiL  My  own  regimental  knowledge  is  small  enough, 
yel  greater  than  that  of  the  captain's  here,  and  I  know  as 
much  of  tield  engineering:  the  Swish  man  appears  to  me 
Uie  cleverest  man  amongst  them,  but  it  is  said  Sturgeon 
Mid  Dundas,  not  here,  are  the  best  engineers." — This  Sivinh 
man,  was  Wilbcrmein,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  a  fine 
dreaghlsmau,  military  and  artistic:  llio  picture  of  Aber- 
wombie  at  the  batila  of  the  2Ist  in  Egypt,  pointed  by  bim 
uid  Captain  Pierpont,  is  well  known  from  the  engraTing. 
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"March. — I  have  sold  Cooper  for  £70,  beoouso  ^^| 
London  creditors  want  money:  my  more  proved  uneoixnl 
and  went  for  £25.  Tins  was  unforlunute,  but  ihe  Euoney 
procured  me  auotber  horse,  worth  a  great  deal,  he  heing 
sold  for  running  away  with  a  guardsman  vbo  could  aot 
hde.  Nettber  master  nor  groom  dare  ride  him,  and  both 
told  such  siories  of  tlie  poor  horse  tbut  nobody  would  buy, 
and  be  came  to  me  for  half  bis  value.  Ho  is  about  Model's 
size,  hut  more  of  on  Arabian  tban  a  raoer,  with  a  beantiliil 
curved  neck,  and  fiery  as  tho  devil,  yet  without  vice ;  be  run 
away  because  he  knew  his  riders  :  he  has  found  me  hie 
master.  Especting  bim  to  be  worse  tlion  Ca  ira,  I  put  tMe 
bridle  upon  bijn,  which  astonished  the  gentleman  a  lit^: 
but  he  has  a  good  moulli,  and  it  is  gentleness,  not  viola 
he  wants.  Ca  ira  was  to  bim  as  tbe  great  devil  is  4 
httle  one :  he  was  so  large  and  powerful  that  when  i 
he  was  tremendous,  and  would,  and  coald  easily,  hai 
broken  bis  own  neck  and  mine.  This  little  de^'il  is  like 
a  feather  to  me  after  the  great  one,  and  is  as  much  t 
my  thumb  as  a  Mameluke's  liorse :  I  bate  a  vicious  i 
but  delight  in  a  fiery  one,  and  have  named  this  one  J 
spur,  it  suits  his  temper." 

At  this  time  a  great  sorrow  fell  on  Charles  Nnpier,  bis 
youtliful  friend  Cameron  died  of  fever,  and  tlie  blow  was 
heavy :  the  reaction  discloses  on  original  train  of  thouj 

"  April. — The  sbouk  is  passed  mother,  and,  having  a 
viciion  that  he  is  happier  than  we  are,  grief  is  Itss.  ■ 
tbink  of  Iiim  is  a  pleasure,  and  my  curiosity  \&  f 
know  where  be  is  gone,  and  what  happens  to  us.     I  should 
not  Uke  to  die,  hut  die  idea  is  less  unpleasant  coupled  wiili 
tbe  thought  of  seeing  liim  agiun.     Life  is  an  onplci 
dream,  and  to  get  rid  of  it  would  please  me  if  it  1 
not  for  that  mechanical  feel  called  fear,  which  is  nol 
be   accounted   for  were   we   sure   of   being  huppter   i 
death.     Whenever   expecting  to   be  sent  into   the   other 
world,  my  feelings  bava  been  tbe  same  as  vhcn  expeotiag   i 
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aaj  great  ple&sare ;  or  when  doubting  if  wlmt  was  going  to 

be  told  would  make  me  Imppy  or  unhappy:  the  fcoUng  is 

Btrangp.     The  idoa  of  a  future  state  never  enters  my  bead 

when  danger  ia  near ;  yet  when  in  bo  danger,  my  wish  is  to 

IcDow  wlmt  that  stAte  is;  not  from  doubt  of  its  being  a 

happy  one,  but  to   know  whot  that  happiness  is.     Does 

^X><ui^'^i  know  what  we  are  about,  what  I  think  of  him  ? 

Hfc'ibe  lilde  he  saw  of  us  here  forgotten  ?     I'erliKps  he  has 

^B)t  a  conceptiou  that  there  ia  for  us  a  world  which  he  has 

*  '^tted.     My  nerves  do  not  like  tho  idea  of  dying,  bat  my 

tnind  is  duUghted  at  the  thought  of  being  dead.     It  would 

pleaae  me  U>  lose  fifty  years  and  take  my  chance  at  the  end : 

yet  were   a   man  to  come  into  my  room  to  destroy  me, 

fighting  him  would  bo  my  only  thought,  and  eternity  for- 

p}U(m.     How  odd  tliat  wo  ehould  be  so  attaohed  to  life. 

My  IVelings  are  incomprehensiblo.     I  cannot  pity  Cameron, 

Mog  auru  he  is  in  regions  of  bliss  far  beyond  what  we 

caQ  L-oucuive ;  but  my  own  dislike  to  die  puzzles  me.     Rim 

,      my  in  the  beginning  of  an  action  I  would  not ;  tlie  feeling 

iritlnn  does  not  moke  me  wish  to  du  that;  it  is  more  the 

itr  of  being  mangled  that  would  affect  me :  dislike  to  being 

Bnsieid  19  greater  than  to  being  killed,  and  my  internal 

(oanctjon  is,  that  I  shall  be  wounded  very  slightly,  but 

tmst  killed  or  seriously  hurt  in  action  I" 

How  terribly  one-half  of  this  presentiment  was  falsified. 
nd  bow  strangely  the  other  half  was  fulfilled,  remains  to  be 

loa 

"April  20th. — I  am  an  unaccountable  creature  and  do 
KX  uoderatand  my  own  cliaracter.  Ten  days  ago  Cameron 
£«d,  and  this  day  I  have  been  talking  and  laugtiing  at  the 
1Mb  like  a  happy  being.  The  next  moment  a  dose  of 
indumm.  that  would  make  me  forget  everything,  tempts  me 
latest  my  brain,  which  is  often  confused  in  a  way  difficult 
lo  dr»crib<?,  thinking  of  five  hundred  things  at  once.  I  go 
tv  bed  wishing  for  sleep,  or  anything  to  lose  that  feeling, 
ud  next  morning  rise  merry  1     I  cannot  comprehend  my- 
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self.  The  unpleasant  feeling  is  not  grief,  I  do  not  feel 
grief;  I  am  a  table,  a  stone,  there  is  no  feeling.  Yet  I 
cannot  read  or  study,  my  mind  will  not  rest  oa  anything 
which  keeps  me  in-doors.  The  major,  Nicholay,  has  desired 
ma  to  drill  the  regiment  for  him ;  thai  I  like,  and  wa  are 
throwing  up  field  works  also,  and  that  I  like :  but  in-doore 
the  sight  of  a  book  is  hateful,  writing  a  letter  is  hateftil, 
To  write  to  you  dear  mother  every  day  ia  my  wish,  yot  I 
cannot  force  myself  to  do  bo.  Company  is  my  want,  yet  I 
don't  like  my  company  at  mess,  although  in  great  spirits 
all  the  time.  Would  I  were  with  you!  I  am  just  in  a 
plight  to  fall  in  love,  merely  from  wanting  the  company  of 
somebody  who  can  be  loved. 

"  April  24th. — Your  fears  for  me  dearest  mother  are 
groundless,  I  am  astonished  to  find  myself  without  feeling; 
and  not  pleased  at  discovering  that  fault  of  character.  De- 
termined to  resist  grief,  I  am  disappointed  to  find  there  ia 
no  grief  to  resist.  He  is  happier  than  any  of  us,  aiid  if  it 
were  possible  to  restore  bim  to  life  I  would  not  do  it.  To 
lose  those  we  love  by  death  is  not  half  so  bad  as  living 
separata  from  them  while  hving.  The  deatli  of  my  friend 
has  not  hurt  me  so  much  as  parting  firom  him  for  Genera] 
Fox's  staff.  If  General  Fox  had  been  going  to  any  place 
but  Ireland  I  would  not  have  joined  him ;  but  to  go  there 
was  to  go  home.  Knowing  then  what  the  separation  of 
military  friends  is,  my  mind  was  made  up  for  not  seeing 
him,  except  by  chance:  now  he  ia  entirely  taken  away  hy 
ibe  will  of  God,  and  it  does  not  affect  me  so  much  aa  the 
will  of  man.  Good  Heavens !  Can  one  feel  so  much  grief 
for  separation  by  death  as  for  separation  during  life  ?  For 
the  first  days  my  unhappiness  was  indeed  great,  because 
his  death  astonished  me,  and  there  was  vexation  that  ho 
had  died  before  being  on  service ;  sorrow  also  that  ho  had 
not  lived  until  tlie  invasion  took  place,  to  bo  tlien  killed 
in  battle,  and  not  die  in  such  a  miserable  way  of  a  putrid 
fever;   but  a  little  thought  taught  me  that  God  was  Uio 
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best  judge.  When  a  thing  cannot  be  helped  my  mind 
becomes  strong  to  bear  it,  and  it  does  not  moke  me  un- 
bappj  for  long;  but  if  the  unhfLppiness  can  be  helped  il 
becomes  unbearable. 

"  I  am  constantly  unhappy,  being  away  from  you.  God 
has  taken  him,  and  my  resolution  was  previously  formed  to 
bear  tlint:  but  it  did  not  appear  possible  that  I  should 
shake  off  grief  ao  completely.  Would  tliat  this  were  tlie 
effect  of  resolution  and  reason,  It  is  not.  The  event  does 
not  depress  my  spirits.  I  could  go  to  a  ball  this  night  and 
dance  as  if  nothing  bad  happened :  it  is  most  strange  to 
be  thus  destitute  of  feeling,  and  that  separation  in  life 
sboald  be  to  me  worse  than  death.  Every  day,  every  hour 
of  separation  from  those  I  love  gives  me  pain,  and  his  death 
only  makes  me  melancholy  fur  a  few  days  :  it  is  incompre- 
Wosible !  All  the  letters  from  the  officers  of  the  regiment, 
Callendar  and  others,  to  console  me,  annoy  me.  I  tell  you 
ibis,  dearest  mother,  but  could  not  tell  it  to  others;  they 
tonld  think  me  a  monster.  So  great  is  my  dislike  to  any- 
lljiog  that  put£  me  in  mind  of  him,  that  to  have  his  picture 
copied  hurts  me.  His  aunt  lent  it  to  me,  and  it  lies  in  my 
Ihh  without  being  looked  at.  Why  ia  this  ?  Why  is  grief 
DM  called  forth  ?  If  I  feel  joy  at  the  death  of  an  enemy, 
iity  not  feel  grief  ot  losing  those  I  love  ?  Your  letti^rs  have 
upset  me,  it  is  unbearable  to  think  of  your  all  being  so 
griored  by  me :  yet  you  like  to  indulge  grief,  while  I  fly 
friiu]  iL  So  not  write  any  more  on  this  subject,  pity  is 
baif  All ! 

"May  Isl. — Dearest  father,  I  am  reduced  by  pain  to 
such  weakness  as  only  to  lie  on  a  couch,  and  am  absolutely 
likti  a  skeleton.  My  long  nose,  pale  faee,  and  black  beard, 
forced  a  yard  in  length  by  hot  baths,  makes  me  worse-look- 
ini;  than  Lord  ilutliveu  when  he  murdered  Eizzio  ;  and  all 
ikia  is  owing  to  maltreatment  by  a  gallipot  limb  of  Satan, 
aod  dcBigac<lly  I  have  strong  reason  to  suspect.  However 
^hw  of  our  companies  go  to  Dover  in  a  week,  to  work  undor 
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engineers ;  so  we  are  to  be  overseers  not  engineers !  Nicholay 
swears  he  will  resign ;  but  when  the  qnartermaster  general 
hears  of  his  pets  being  so  scurvily  treated  we  shall  be 
righted.  I  remain  here  sick :  take  no  alarm,  there  is  no 
danger,  but  baths  of  120®  have  made  me  a  poor  scalded 
devil. 

"  May  6th.— Dearest  father.  What  a  strange  thing  the 
new  ministry  will  be !  Mr.  Addington  resigned  yesterday, 
and  everybody  talks  of  a  regency.  If  Charles  Fox  comes 
in  under  Mr.  Pitt  he  will  deserve  the  accusation  of  being 
interested,  and  his  enemies  will  have  an  excuse  for  saying 
his  principles  have  been  sacrificed  to  his  ambition  :  which 
will,  however,  be  but  poorly  satisfied  under  Mr.  Pitt.  Again, 
if  Mr.  Fox  comes  in  as  prime  minister,  Mr.  Pitt  will 
deserve  the  same  abuse,  and  will  get  it.  They  cannot  both 
be  at  the  head  ;  therefore  one  should  remain  out  and  support 
the  other,  or  oppose  him  as  he  sees  fit.  Mr.  Fox  should  not 
be  an  underling ;  he  should  raise  himself  by  turning  out  a 
weak  ministry,  and  refusing  ofiice  or  emolument,  supply  the 
government  with  clever  men  having  tlie  confidence  of  the 
country.  Then  like  an  honest  Englishman  he  should  watch 
that  the  power  he  thus  gives  is  not  misused  by  men  whom 
he  alone  can  controul.  This  he  should  do  or  become 
premier,  there  is  no  medium." 

The  tendency  towards  melancholy  evidenced  in  the  fore- 
going correspondence,  was  not  a  result  of  youthful  perturba- 
tion at  finding  the  world  different  from  his  cliildish  concep- 
tions; it  was  of  his  nature  and  adhered  to  him  through  life: 
but  always  he  will  be  found  discarding  morbid  feehngs  with 
a  wonderful  power  of  will,  in  obedience  to  reason.  The 
profession  of  arms,  first  adopted  in  his  father  s  consciendoos 
views,  was  to  him  a  patriotic  object  at  the  time,  and  more- 
over was  his  only  means  of  existence;  hence  with  this 
double  stimulant  he  set  the  strength  of  his  brain  against 
the  softness  of  his  heart,  and  bravely  accepted  a  fate  which 
doomed  him  to  a  life-long  struggle.     His  resolution  to  meet 
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aui  HDStAin  all  evils  v&s  now  however  severely  tried,  for  in 
October  1S(H  his  father  died. 

The  Honourable  George  Napier  was  educfltud  by  the 
Celebrated  David  Hume.  Yle  possesaed  imuoDimon  powers, 
mental  and  cocporeKl :  Ids  c&paeity  for  war,  for  science,  and 
liT  fivil  ftfi'airs  was  great,  nnd  nJwitys  in  emergencies  ho 
ii:-'playc<)  a  master  spirit-  Ho  served  with  distinction  in 
!iiu  American  war,  espeoially  at  the  siege  of  Charleston, 
■ni]  bdng  temporarily  on  the  staff  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton 

KAndi^  was  captured,  instantly  offered  to  complete  bis 
yet  in  uaJfofm :  he  thought  that  accomplished  bni 
noBte  uffiecr,  had  failed  in  presence   of  mind,  and 
ttttt  the  game  was  not  lost  ;   but  Sir  Henry,  too  deeply 
atfecied  by  Andre's  danger  to  risk  another  favourite,  refiised. 
Syon  afierwards  George  Napier  lost  his  wife  and  several 
iiildren,  by  a  fever,  from  which  he  miraoulon sly  recovered 
;ii<elf,     Hu  w«s put  on  board  ship  for  England  insensible, 
■111   liis  general,  thinking  death  certain,  actually  sold  bis 
umiLission  to  eavc  the  money  for  «a  infant  daughter — the 
iniy   surviving  child.      The  sick  man   recovered  on  the 
(lysRe.      Eiilering   the    Guards    then,   ho   soon   heciime 
iiiiuunt.   and  was,  from  his  great   comeliness  and   talent  ' 
^-  nil    officer,  much    Dotieed    by  George   the  Third.     Ho 
^:ll!  diio  assurances  of  friendship  from  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
lui-L'rr  at  the  time  no  doubt,  for  he  afterwards  proposed 
'  inke  iJie  writer  of  this  work  as  a  page :  an  offer  wisely 
"ui  happily  diuliued. 
Wliili-  in  thd  Guards,  Colonel  Napier  married  Lady  Sarah, 
I;       mill  was  by  her  brother,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  then  muster 
'yuernl,  appointed  comptroller  of  the  Woolwich  luboratory, 
^iit-re  hi»  ability  was  immediately  manifested.     He  placed 
I'liITucts  on  a  better  footing,  introduced  ctttronades  gene- 
'iiOy  into   lliu    navy,  and    al'ter   a   variety    of  pyroti'ebiiic 
Ap'.iniiii-ntii,  conducted  iu  person,  altered  and  improved  the 
Liiafaetiire  of  English  giinpowdeir,  fixing  the  proportions 
tugrediinlB  diffL-reulty  from  tboue  of  other  nations, 
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and  it  is  supposed  advnntAgeously.  His  expeiiinental  pro- 
cesses were  briefly  described  id  n  memoir  for  an  early 
volume  of  tlie  Transactions  of  iho  Royal  Irish  Academy, 
and  were  trimslated  into  several  languages.  From  this  office 
be  reiired  witli  a  marked  indication  of  character.  For  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  assuming  that  liis  own  resignation  of 
office  should  involve  tlial  of  his  brother-in-law,  was  ofTended 
to  find  it  was  not  so,  and  haoghlily  remonstrated  ;  he  nas 
however  told,  with  still  more  haughtiness,  that  the  office 
was  military,  had  been  accepted  as  such,  and  should  not 
be  degraded  to  a  party  holding.  He  kept  it  therefore  nnlil 
some  curious  researches  were  completed,  which  enabled  him 
to  hand  over  to  hia  successor,  Colonel  Cougreve,  whose 
abilities  he  appreciated,  many  valuable  hints  and  embryo 
experiments,  especially  in  the  composition  of  rockets.  Hav- 
ing thus  asserted  his  dignity,  he,  to  vindicate  his  motives 
&om  the  imputation  of  self-interest  resigned,  and  settled  at 
Celbridge,  as  before  noticed. 

In  Ireland  the  wildness  of  the  times  and  manners  otteo 
compelled  him  to  exert  his  great  bodily  strength  in  repres- 
sion of  ill-behaved  men,  and  he  thus  created  great  awe  of 
his  prowess ;  but  for  his  justice  and  benevolence  he  was  so 
revered,  that  any  temporary  absence  produced  on  his  return 
bonfires  and  illuminations:  demonstrations  of  attachment 
and  respect  not  accorded  to  rich  and  powerful  neighbours. 
His  person  and  countenance  were  very  commanding,  re- 
aemhling  so  much  the  mourning  grenadier  in  West's  picture 
of  Wolfe's  death,  that  it  was  thought  to  he  a  portrait,  yet  was 
not  bo;  the  general  resemblance  is  strikiDg,  hnt  hia  figure 
was  larger,  grander  in  form,  his  eye  still  more  falcon-like, 
his  forehead  less  fleshy,  showing  finer  blood,  and  his  jaw 
more  square  and  determined.  Such  lie  was  to  view,  such  to 
act,  and  one  instance  of  his  teirihle  strength  and  fierceness, 
when  aroused,  will  indicate  the  turbulence  of  Uie  scenss 
amidst  which  Charles  Napier  was  nurtured. 

Iiong  beibre  the  inBurrection  of  1798,  soldiers  designat 
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\)j  Sir  B.  Abprcrombie  as  formiduble  lo  everybody  but  the 
Bnemy.  were  allowed  to  perpetrate  horrible  outrages  with 
iiopunilT,  nnd  one  evening  Colonel  Napier's  five  bods  were 
la  great  danger  from  their  brutality.  Bein^  with  some 
bavmakers  in  a  field,  which  was  separated  from  the  high 
road  bv  a  walled  bank,  tboy  were  asked  a  (juesiion  hy 
t«o  (mssing  soldiers,  who  were  idly  answered  by  yoiin^ 
Oroide  Napier:  instantly  the  soldiers  elimbed  the  wall, 
and  one  of  them  drawing  his  bayonet  announced  bis  inten- 
lion  lo  kill  the  child  who  bad  ofi'ended.  The  baymEdters, 
tfrrified  by  the  military  licence  of  the  day,  retreated,  and 
lie  boys  drew  together  in  fear;  but  at  that  moment  their 
father  entered  the  field,  his  eye  rapidly  caught  tha  scene, 
tad  leaping  like  a  panther  rather  than  a  man  bo  was 
qaickiy  upon  tite  soldiers,  swaying  a  six-foot  quarter  staff' 
nhich  ho  generally  carried  nnd  used  in  surveying.  Back 
tiie  two  men  jumped  into  the  deep  road  and  stood  with 
drawn  bayonets  in  self-defence;  bia  bound  was  simultaneous, 
n  clash  of  weapons  followed,  and  Charles  Napier,  calling 
U|iun  bis  brothers  to  help  their  father,  jumped  after  him  ; 
ilitrc  was  no  need  of  aid,  one  soldier  was  rolling  on  the 
gioiind,  and  the  most  ferocious  of  them  was  writhing  in  the 
Kraap  of  the  avenger,  who  had'tom  his  weapon  away.  In 
'lia  he  cried  out  for  mercy  and  struggled ;  his  terrible 
"jiponenl,  holding  him  up  with  one  hand,  dragged  him 
tijTnnU  the  village,  striding  like  a  giant  as  bo  was,  and 
■Inking  tho  cowering  wretch  at  times  over  the  Iieod  with  his 
"SB  bayonet,  the  blood  starting  at  every  stroke.  A  burly 
-^^uit  cume  up  and  seemed  at  first  iudiuod  to  aid  his 
fillow.  but  soon,  shrinking  before  the  wrathful  athletic  man's 
'I'lee  and  gestures,  accepted  charge  of  the  prisoner. 

In  I7a3  he  was  invited  to  become  deputy  quartermaster 
^'cnnal  to  a  force  under  Lord  Muira,  assembled  in  Guernsey 
■■'  did  the  Vendenna.  There,  thinking  the  spies  and 
''valints  gave  coloured,  or  false  accounts  of  the  state  of 
>i^*ira  in  Frtmoe,  he  proposed,  after  deep  consideration,  to 
lUL,  I  D 
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penetrate  himself  into  La  Vendue  and  confer  with  the 
royalist  chiefs.  Lord  Moira  was  much  moved  with  this 
proof  of  zeal  and  resolution,  as  Clinton  had  before  been  by 
a  like  offer  in  America ;  but  like  Clinton  he  would  not  risk 
a  friend,  and  refused :  saying,  D*Hervilly  and  Bochefoucault 
had  each  made  a  like  ofifer  and  he  had  declined,  though 
their  danger  would  have  been  much  less.  He  was  at  that 
time  but  a  captain,  and  with  difficulty  could  Lord  Moira 
force  the  virtual  commander  in  chief.  Lord  Amherst^  to  fulfil 
a  previous  promise  of  promotion :  for  then,  and  afterwards, 
a  blight  from  a  high  quarter  chilled  Colonel  Napier's 
fortunes. 

Returning  from  Guernsey,  Lord  Moira  encamped  at 
Netley,  but  after  a  time  was  despatched  to  succour  the  Duke 
of  York  in  Flanders.  Landing  at  Ostend  with  seven  thou- 
sand vounsT  soldiers  he  found  thev  must  re-embark,  or  risk 
an  attack  {h>m  Pichegru's  victorious  army  of  sixty  thousand: 
he  chose  tlie  latter,  and  by  a  march,  deserving  of  more  notice 
than  military  writers  have  bestowed,  joined  the  duke.  Mov- 
ing for  nearly  a  month  across  the  firont  of  the  French,  some- 
times oven  forcing  his  way  through  their  scouting  troops, 
Lord  Moira  was  constantly  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed, 
but  with  fine  skill  turned  what  seemed  an  element  of  destruc- 
tion into  one  of  success.  For  the  people  of  the  country 
being  all  in  the  French  inteiv^t,  duly  gave  notice  of  each 
day's  manrb.  and  this  being  expected  was  thus  tamed  to 
aovvunt.  Officers  of  the  staff  each  day  preceded  the  columns 
:•>  orxier  rations  for  seven  thousand  men,  ^ying  they  were 
the  advauot'd  guard  of  forty  thousand,  for  whom  provisions 
must  W  cv>Ueoted  the  next  day.  In  a  few  boors  the  troops 
w*h:IJ  arrive,  in  number  tallvin:ir  with  the  order  tar  rations; 
:I:e  ivrrrsc  of  the  main  column  was  ther^for^  credited, 
asd  '.vr:rorti*.aV!e  intoiiiornc^  w;»s  cv^nveyed  to  the  French, 
w?o  iar:\i  no;  attack  suoh  a  fv>rv>?  without  pn^rioos  dis- 
r^ix^oQ-jw  la  this  w;tv  a  march  was  fained  dav  bv  dav 
:a  s&f^ecT^  tboach  with  some  skinuisbes^  and  same  loss. 
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f  the  deceit  was  discovered  and  an  accelerated  forced 
movemeut  bt-came  tile  onlj  reaourte.  But  one  night  llic 
soidit-rs,  beaten  by  futigue,  lay  down  and  refused  lo  ri^e; 
rain  seemed  inevitable,  when  suddenly  an  Irishman,  start- 
ing up,  cried  out  wiili  a  rich  brogue,  richer  Immour,  and 
richest  honour,  Boys !  didn't  the  lord  give  as  boiiled 
porter  when  we  were  sick  at  Neiley,  and  hasn't  he  the  right 
to  take  it  out  of  us  now  in  sweat?  This  was  in  allusion 
(0  a  dreadful  fever  which  had  assailod  the  camp,  arising 
entirely  from  the  brutal  indifference  to  suffering  with  which 
they  had  been  crowded  for  weeks  in  transports  unnecessa 
rilj ;  the  medical  men  prescribed  porter,  but  the  government 
beurllessly  refused,  and  Lord  Moira  supplied  7000  bottles  a 
day  firoin  Ids  own  purse !  Now  he  was  repaid.  With  shouts 
of  InaghiLT  the  column  rose  and  a  junction  with  tlie  duke's 
umy  was  effected. 

AlW  this  expedition,  Colonel  Napier,  at  the  latter  end  of 
1791,  was  appointed  to  the  Londonderry  regiineut,  of  which 
Lord  Conyngham  was  colonel.  He  had  only  lo  disci- 
plioe  it,  and  did  eo  with  a  rare  ability,  but  had  uothin'g 
Ui  da  with  the  mode  of  recruiting,  which  he  ubhorred ; 
itt  the  men  hud  been  raised  by  the  usual  infamous  mode 
of  Jie  times,  that  is  to  say,  false  promises,  the  officers 
ubtaining  rank  according  to  the  number  of  recruiu  they 
hnjughU  The  men  were  told  tlieir  embodiment  wiis  tu 
be  pennanenl,  that  they  were  only  to  serve  in  Ireland,  and 
be  diBcharged  in  seven  years ;  yet  they  wore,  almost  im- 
mcdrutt'ly,  sent  to  Macclesfield,  and  from  thence  lo  Exeter, 
to  be  drafWd  into  the  43rd  Regiment :  they  resisted,  were 

kouelly  enforced  to  obey,  and  cruelly  punished.  Colonel 
ttkpier  had  quitted  the  regiment  at  Macclesfield,  io  disgust, 
Bd  refitting  tliat  he  was  not  in  Lord  Conyugham's  place, 
Ainkini;  that  a  vigorous  resistance  would  have  provuuied 
dw  foul  play, 
inlndiuid  bis  life  agaiu  became  privntc,  but  bis  capacity 
m,  that  when  Hochu  menaced  war  in   179G,  u 


new  military  appointment,  timl  of  cbief  field  engineer,  4 
creiited,  to  eniiblo  him  to  be  the  directing  military  adviser 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  Lord  Carhamplon,  whose  war- 
like genius  was  not  esteemed :  and  it  i&  Dot  a  little  singular, 
that  Lord  Edward  Filzgcmld,  roisjndging  Colonel  Napier's 
principles,  aftenvords  looked  to  guiu  him  hb  cbief  leader 
of  the  instirgcnta  of  1708,  meuning  to  resign  in  his  favour. 
His  mentiil  ascendency  was  indeed  remarkahlo,  and  hia 
sagacity  also.  When  young  he  waa  an  intimate  friend  of 
Lord  Erskine,  who  was  a  distant  relation,  and  being  in 
the  same  regiment  with  Napier,  was  often  exhorted,  and 
finally  persuaded  by  him  to  quit  the  army  for  ibe  bar. 
But  a  more  noticofthle  example  was  bis  early  perception  of 
the  Duke  of  Weliingtona  genius.  Castletown  society  was 
then  prominent  in  fashion  and  politics;  Ensign  Wellesley 
frequented  it,  and  was  generally  considered  a  shallow,  eaucT 
stripling.  Colonel  Napier  thought  otherwise,  and  after 
many  conversations  thus  predicted  bis  greatness.  T/tow 
who  Ihink  lightly  of  that  lad  are  unteise  in  their  gem- 
fatioH :  he  ha»  in  him  the  makings  of  a  gruat  general. 
Whether  this  reached  the  duke's  ears  at  the  time,  or  that 
Lady  Sarah  Napier's  attcntiou  to  him,  in  adopting  her 
husband's  opinion,  gratified  him,  or  both,  ia  uncertain ; 
but  though  the  aequaintauee  soon  entirely  ceased,  when- 
ever her  sons  were  wounded  in  the  I'eninsula,  the  duko 
invanahly  wrote  with  hia  dispatobes  a  consoling  letter  to 
her. 

In  early  life,  I^rd  St.  Vincent  had  earnestly,  though 
vidnly,  urged  George  Napier  to  quit  the  army  for  the  navy, 
promising  rapid  promotion.  Lord  Cornwolhs  also,  under 
whom  he  had  served  in  America,  on  coming  to  Ireland  as 
lord  lieutenant,  pressed  on  him  the  comptroUership  of  army 
accounts  with  this  notable  speech.  'I  want  un  honest 
man,  and  tliis  is  the  only  thing  I  have  been  able  to  wt«st 
from  the  harpies  around  me.'  It  was  however  an  Augean 
stable  he  offered  for  cleansing:  the  military  accounts  w^^h 
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ycRTS  in  nrreurs,  incluiliiig  ilie  broken  insurrectionary 
period  of  ]i98;  foul  abuses  prevailed,  and  while  the 
frcs  were  enormous  the  work  was  neglected :  the  retiring 
oomptroUer  rert-ived  sis  thousand  a  year  compensation ! 
Sach  was  the  enormous  jobbin»  of  the  time.  It  was  there- 
fore with  reliictonee  Colonel  Napier  accepted  the  place, 
and  only  on  condition  of  its  being  made  patent,  which 
released  hini  from  party  politics  and  Castle  intriguers, 
whom  be  regarded  with  disgust.  Hia  official  labours  were 
ivmarkable,  and  aj-e  thus  faithfiilly  recorded  on  bis  monu- 
mental slob,  iu  Redland  Chapel  near  Clifton. 
"  He  reslored  the  militnry  accounts  of  Ireland  to  exact 
:,  nhen  years  of  neglect  and  corruption  bad  plunged 
into  a.  confusion  productive  of  great  loss  to  the 
(try,  and  great  injustice  to  individuals.  He  recovered 
millions  of  money  for  the  public  treasury,  and  by 
probity  and  disintereBicdnesa  made  bis  office  a  model 
f-^riotic  pnblic  servants  :  hia  first  act  was  to  abolish  all 
tfans  voluntarily  reducing  his  own  salary  from  twenty 
iHind,  to  aix  hundred  pounds  per  annum ! " 
In  the  troubles  of  17118,  although  but  a  private  gentle- 
man, and  cmbarrnssod  with  a  large  family,  be  had  stepped 
liciweon  the  violence  of  the  govenimerit  and  the  fury  of  ibe 
irgcDts;  keeping  a  largo  body  of  tbo  latter  in  check,  and 
nsolDte  interposition  Ba\'ing  Celbridge  from  fire  and 
exocntion,  to  which  it  bad  been  twice  doomed  by 
uithoritiea.  His  ambition  was  lolly,  but  so  chastened 
>liononr  that  be  wonld  not  enter  the  temple  of  fame  save 
igh  tlie  great  portals,  and  as  opportunity  came  not  the 
spirit  passed  away  unknown;  Epaminondas  would 
Hved  obscurely  if  Agesilaus  bad  not  been  vindictive. 
onoe  Colonel  Napier  was  offered,  secretly,  the 
ition  of  i)ie  county,  but  be  refused,  because  fac- 
ilent  and  so  corrupt,  that  be  could  not 
lOOt  the  influence  of  wealth,  to  steer  a  proud  and 
between    oppressive   power   and   rebellious 
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democracy,  dashing  both    aside.      He  vaa  called   impnf 
ticable  by  ephemeral  politicians,  and  was  go  to  them;  bat 
while  impassive  to  crooked  ambition,  every  fibre  vibrated  to 
true  glory. 

Although  a  soldier,  always  ready  for  service  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  protecting  his  country,  he  regarded  war  as  a  dire 
evil:  what  be  yenroed  for  was  power  to  CBtablish  a  new 
people  on  bis  own  views  of  legislation ;  and  often  be  longed 
to  govern  Australia,  then  a  mere  receptacle  for  thieves,  fore- 
seeing that  it  might  become  a  great  stale.  When  the  vile- 
nesB  of  the  population  wets  objected,  be  answered  that  Rome 
sprung  from  such  a  source,  and  it  was  an  advantage,  because 
benevolent  despotism  oould  be  exercised  without  imputation 
of  tyranny.  His  view  was  to  raise  a  great  community, 
founded  on  sound  monarchic  principles,  as  a  counterpoise  in 
the  world  to  the  great  advancing  American  republic.  His 
principles  were  indeed  immoveably  monarchical ;  yet  he  wu 
so  vehement  against  the  cruel  oppressions  of  the  times,  that 
many  persons  supposed  bim  to  be  at  heart  a  democrat.  Lord 
Edward  amongst  others:— whereas  he  held  democracy  U»  be 
an  ever-seething  cauldron  in  which  the  scum  continually  ros« 
to  the  surface;  and  he  mjectfd  with  abhorrence  the  repub- 
lican creed  which  presents  aasassination  as  the  greatest  of 
virtues.  What  he  opposed  and  denounced  was  oppression, 
coming  from  any  quarter.  Gentle  as  the  dews  of  spring  he 
was  to  the  poor  and  helpless,  rough  and  dangerous  as  the 
storms  of  winter  to  the  dishonourable  and  unjust,  and  with 
overpowering  force  of  body  and  of  mind  be  could  impose 
his  will:    God  had  made  him  for  command. 

Kingly  rule  he  judged  the  best,  but  bo  was  no  king 
worshipper;  he  never  undervalued  men's  right  of  freedom 
in  thought  and  action,  consistent  with  the  public  welfare: 
nor  did  the  headlong  progress  of  repubhcs  towards  greatness 
escape  his  observation.  But  restricted  sovereignty  he  thought 
absolutely  necessary  for  keeping  the  foaming  turbulence  gf 
democracy  within  just  bounds,  while  leaving  unimpeded  C 
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natural  flow  of  energy  and  genius  towards^  prosperity.  His 
son  Charles  adopted  bis  views,  and  both  of  them,  with  a 
practical  paradox,  while  rejecting  as  a  golden  dream  the 
notion  that  nations  can  ever  become  great  and  yet  remain 
simple  and  yirtuous,  strove  with  all  imaginable  energy  in 
their  vocations  to  make  that  dream  a  reality! 
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Colonel  Georgr  Napier  died  at  llie  age  of  fifty-one,  of 
conHumptioD,  brought  on  by  incessant  official  writing  after  a 
lifts  of  coQDtry  exercises  and  puraiiita.  Hia  death  placed 
Liidy  Sarab  in  very  straitened  cireumstiiuces.  Hia  principal 
infiomo  had  come  from  bis  office,  and  though  lier  tliree  eldest 
sons  wero  captains,  and  her  youngest,  Heiiry,  a  midshipman, 
anotlier  son,  Richard,  and  four  girls  were  unprovided  for. 
The  future  appeared  gloomy,  but  Mr.  Pitt,  when  made 
acquainted  wjtli  the  dead  man's  services  in  war,  in  science, 
and  finance,  and  the  great  savings  be  had  eflected  for  the 
public,  gave  pensious  to  his  widow  and  daughters.  Cborlea 
Napier's  anxiety  was  thus  relieved,  and  after  passing  a  few 
weeks  at  Cii'encester  with  his  mother,  Lord  Bathui^t  having 
kindly  lent  his  bouse  there  to  her,  be  rejoined  the  staff 
corps. 

Before  Mr.  Pitt's  intentions  were  known.  Lord  Moira 
wrote  on  the  first  impulse  of  sorrow,  offering  money  to 
Charles,  and  promising  future  patronage,  whenever  power 
should  be  his.  This,  the  only  proof  of  friendahip  received 
from  his  Lordship,  was  noticed  in  the  following  letters,  with 
a  sagacity  not  blunted  by  the  rather  overstrained  lone  of 
Lord  Moira's  communication. 

"My  Lord. — The  being  obUged  to  join  my  regiment  pre- 
vented me  from  receiving  your  lordship's  kind  letter  until 
now.  I  acknowledge  it  with  sincere  thanks.  Your  Ixiendly 
intentions  towards  our  family,  I  am  as  perfectly  aware  of  na 
of  the  impossibility  of  your  fulfilling  them  at  this  moment. 
I  should  be  sorry  were  that  to  give  you  the  slightest  nn- 
eaaiuess,  for  I  am  more  nnxioua  we  should  merit  your  fri» 
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Bip  than  profit  by  iL  I  will  not  further  intrude  on  your 
time,  bul  trnat  you  are  convinced  how  sensible  we  nil  are  of 
your  extreme  kindness.  Your  obliging  offer  to  lend  me 
money,  if  necessary,  I  thank  you  for,  but  am  not  in  need  of 
il."  Enclosing  a  copy  to  liis  mother  he  continued  thus  to 
her.  "  My  hope  is  dear  mother  that  you  will  approve  nf  my 
answer  to  Lord  Moira.  His  letter  does  not  please  me  so 
much  aa  it  seems  to  do  you,  Certainly  it  is  very  affeotionate. 
lint  all  great  men  ttre  so  used  Lo  dependants,  that  they  think 
friendship  from  them  must  be  interested.  I  have  tried  to 
Bhow  him  tliat  this  is  not  the  case  with  me,  at  the  same  time 
expressing  gratitude  for  his  declaration  that  he  looked  on 
us  as  his  children.  I  am  glad  the  Duke  of  Kiohroond 
Ills  refused  a  loan  to  yon.  I  do  not  hko  borrowing  at 
»ll;  it  is  much  better  to  sell  Celbridgo  than  to  bo  obliged 
W  toy  human  being.  It  displeased  me  your  asking  him, 
but  seeing  you  wished  it  so  much  I  would  not  say  so.  My 
bwaiiful  horse  is  gone  to  he  sold  for  what  he  will  fetch  :  the 
iKioey  vill  cleur  me  of  all  debt.  I  cannot  exist  whileowing 
BotKy,  it  makes  me  more  melancholy  than  anything  that 
«B  Ii^pen. 

"Bodiea  Bridge,  November. — I  do  not  write  at  night, 
117  spirits  always  eink  of  an  evening.  Good  spirits  never 
Wfflo  10  tne  at  night,  except  when  with  you,  and  then  they 
Wmo  madly.  However  no  one  here  knows  of  my  lowness, 
Iwng  spporcntly  merry  as  possible.  It  pleases  me  that  Wil- 
'inm  has  made  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Fitt,  it  may  be  of  use 
*  him.  I  am  glad  you  eee  Lord  Moira  and  General  Moore, 
Nil  ihat  people  say  government  should  help  hi*  family ;  for 
■  ns  your  memorial  becomes  less  of  a  favour  naked,  and 
ir.dy  a  petition.  We  soon  go  back  to  Cliatham.  Det-il 
-  not  yot  sold.  Your  disposal  of  the  grey  more  pleases 
n«.  She  comes  often  into  my  thoughts  and  puts  me  in 
miDd  of  Imppier  times." — This  was  the  little  Arab  he  rode 
UficbooL 
*'t>rt*inber, — Dearest  mother  don't  let  my  wlums  prevent 
D  3 
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your  ftfiking  or  doing  nnytliing  yon  wish.  You  will  not  § 
further  than  is  right  in  asking  fftvoiirs  of  nnybody,  and  yon 
must  not  talk  of  infringing!  There  cnn  be  no  bounds  or 
rules  betweeu  us.  Do  bU  tou  like  and  think  best,  Bs 
mistress!  Tlie  greatest huppiness  possible  forme  is  to  com- 
pass everything  you  desire." 

About  the  middle  of  1805  his  quarters  were  removed  to 
Hylho,  where  he  was  employed  with  his  brother  officers  in 
pxctivfttiog  a  military  canal,  and  constructing  works  of 
defence,  durinc;  that  perilous  period  wbeu  Napoleon's  legions 
swarmed  on  the  heights  of  Boulogne,  expectant,  unlil  the 
fires  at  Trafalgar,  smirching  their  ocean  wings,  sent  them  lo 
other  conquests.  He  was  thus  pineed  under  Sir  John 
Moore,  that  model  soldier  of  England,  whose  spirit  and 
character  exacted  admiration  and  devotion  from  all  sincere 
lovers  of  honour.  His  was  the  fire  thai  wurmed  the  coldest 
nature,  and  urged  ail  who  came  in  contact  with  him  onward 
in  the  path  of  glory,  along  which  he  strode  so  mighuly 
himself  No  man  witb  a  spark  of  enthusiasm  could  resist 
the  influence  of  Moore's  great  aspirings,  his  fine  presence, 
his  ardent  penetrating  genius:  but  when  did  faction  erer 
respect  virtue  or  genius?  its  life-blood  is  the  rejection  of 
honourable  emotions!  Moore,  like  Charles  Napier,  bad  to 
leave  his  actions  to  the  care  of  history,  and  ^*ould  perhaps 
have  left  them  in  vain,  if  his  heroic  fall  in  battle  and  bis 
unsurpassable  fortitude  in  dying,  bad  not  set  a  seal  upon  his 
fame  which  even  faction  could  not  deface. 

To  awaken  the  faculties  of  those  under  bini,  inspiring 
and  teaching,  was  one  of  Sir  John  Moore's  qualillcnUons 
for  command.  At  Shorn  CiiflT  camp  he  devised  such  im- 
provements in  drill,  discipline,  dress,  arms,  formations,  and 
movements,  as  would  have  placed  bim  for  milirarv  reforms 
beside  ilie  Athenian  Ipliicrates,  if  he  had  not  the  grentej 
glory  of  dj-ing  bke  the  Spartan  Braaidaa,  His  materials 
were  the  43rd,  59ud,  and  Rifle  Regiments,  and  he  t 
,  ehioned  tbera,  that  afterwards,  as  the  Light  Division  i 
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ffeUington,  they  were  fonnd  to  be  Boldiera  UDaiirpns sable : 
perhaps  never  equalled.  The  separate  sucoeaaful  careers 
of  the  officers  strikingly  attest  the  merit  of  the  school :  so 
long  B  list  of  notnble  men  could  nut  be  presented  by  three 
Mgimcnts  of  any  service  in  tiie  world.  In  it  will  be  found 
Above  ninety  who  nttained  the  rank  of  field  otficer.  or  higher 
gnidrs.  nnd  amongst  them  lour  who  commanded  armies, 
three  being  celebrated  as  conquerors  ;  two  adjuinnt-generals 
of  the  British  army,  three  raihiary  secretaries ;  sixteen  gover- 
nore  of  colonies,  and  the  two  organizers  of  the  metropolitan 
and  Irish  constabulary  ;  many  generals  who  have  commandtd 
districta;  one  who  coromamied  a  foreign  army:  several  per- 
wns  noted  in  science  and  literature,  or  by  peculiar  missions 
lai  urganizations,  also  belong  to  the  roll,  and  nearly  all 
were  of  some  fame  in  batile,  though  unequal  in  merit  and 
Rputation. 

From  three  infantry  regiments,  obscnre  until  Moore  took 
ihnn  in  hand,  went  forth  this  crowd  of  men,  skilled  to  gain 
uiiliority  and  public  notice  without  political  or  family  in- 
terest, save  in  a  very  few  cases.     Certainly  it  was  a  great 
wbool,  and  Moore's  teaching  is  thus  well  described  by  one 
"f  his  scholars,   and  one  not  amongst  the    least  capable 
"f  gKAt  actions,  if   fortune  had  not  been  adverse.     "  Ii 
ple»»ra  mo  that  you  design  to   notice   that  real  camp  of 
inainictinn — Shorn  Clifl".     There  officers  wero  formed  for 
fflmmaud.  and  soldiers  acquired  such  discipline,  as  to  be- 
H     tOffle  ftn  irxample  to  the  army  and  proud  of  their  profes- 
^KfinL    The  detwls  of  Moore's  system,  from  the  setting  up 
^ptf  %  ncruil  to  the  movement  of   a  brigade  you  are  well 
Kquointcd  with;  but  though  drill  was  an  important  part  of 
tbe  iiistiQction,  it  was  not,  as  you  also  know,  by  tliat  alone 
I        Uie  soldier  was  there  funned.      It  was  the   internal   and 
^HBmil  system,  ihe  constant  superintendence  of  the  officers, 
^^Be  ml  government  and  responsibility  of  the  captains,  which 
^^Bnied  the  discipline  to  such  perfection. 
^^■"My  opinion  of   discipline   is  so  strong,  that  T  must 


60  LIFE  OP  CHARLES  JAMES  NAPIER-  [1805. 

speak  of  it.  I  rank  it  higher  for  the  well-being  of  an 
army  than  any  other  consideration ;  very  far  above  that  of 
being  present  at  many  battles,  for  battles  with  respect  to 
the  soldiers  can  only  be  the  test  of  discipline.  When  the 
Light  Division  joined  the  army  at  Talavera  it  had  not  been 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  while  the  army  it  joined  had  been 
engaged  on  the  Douro  and  the  Tagus,  yet  was  inferior  in 
discipline  for  war,  seeing  that  its  picquets  were  often  in 
scrapes,  and  at  Talavera  a  brigade  had  been  surprised.  But 
the  men  of  the  Light  Division,  though  new  to  war,  were 
looked  up  to  from  the  day  of  junction  as  the  veterans  of 
the  army !  and  by  their  discipline  they  sustained  that  cha- 
racter throughout  the  war,  committing  no  blunders,  and 
shewing  themselves  the  same  orderly  soldiers  on  the  breach 
as  in  the  line."—/.  P,  Hopkins. 

To  this  may  be  added  that  the  Light  Division,  though 
always  on  the  outposts  in  most  difficult  situations,  never 
lost  any  baggage  except  on  the  retreat  from  Salamanca, 
when  some  French  horsemen,  pressing  the  British  cavalry  in 
a  wood,  got  into  the  rear  of  the  division  and  cut  off  two 
mules ! 

Amidst  these  men  Charles  Napier's  strong  character  was 
soon  noticed.  Nothing  drew  him  from  study,  he  never 
gambled,  drank  no  wine,  had  but  few  intimates,  was  mostly 
absorbed  in  thought,  and  though  ready  for  good  fellowship 
in  all  manly  games,  eschewed  it  in  the  mess  room :  to  his 
mother  only  his  secret  feelings  were  confided.  His  first 
letters  touch  on  an  expedition  then  talked  of  for  Russia,  but 
which  finally  went  to  Germany  under  Lord  Cathcart. 

"  Hythe,  September. — Talking  of  accounts  to  your  lady- 
ship without  laughing  would  be  as  easy  as  to  fly.  I  have 
lent  you  no  money.  What  puts  that  into  your  head  ?  there ! 
the  note  of  interrogation  is  erased,  fearing  an  answer.  Me 
lend  money  !  Job  is  not  poorer,  and  our  nice  government  has 
just  made  me  pay  nearly  ten  pounds  income  tax  :  however 
being  out  of  debt  I  am  rich.     Poor  Ireland  is  entrusted  to 
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Mrango  generals.  Would  that  you  were  ia  England ! 
^i'omen  have  no  business  with  danger  when  it  can  be 
nvoiiied.  If  an  invasion  happens  come  away  dearest 
mother;  recollect  that  women  should  not  be  alone  amidst 
csrnagc.  and  if  a  French  army  lands  terrible  things  will 
bagipen. 

"  As  to  your  book  '  Mason  on  Self  Kjiowledgc' — A  pro- 
mise to  like  it  you  won't  gel,  although  it  was  given  to  you 
liy  Mr*.  Staples,  whose  excellent  sense  has  my  unbounded 
ndmiration,*  In  iny  opinion  the  mind  must  be  weak  for 
ulrich  that  book  can  be  of  service,  No  man  of  common 
understanding  is  ignorant  of  his  own  faihngs,  and  strong 
mioda  conquer  them  more  thoroughly  than  a  weak  one; 
Imt  reading  bow  to  do  so  is  not  the  way  to  do  so  ;  you  lose 
1  liundred  opportunities  of  doing  while  thinking  of  the 
meuiB:  it  is  hka  settling  what  books  to  read  beforehand, 
mi  tracing  progress  instead  of  reading.  Every  instant  has 
Hi  duty,  anil  thuught  should  not  he  wasted  on  how  that 
Jittysbould  be  done.  However,  these  opinions  are  foonded 
in  my  own  failings  and  may  not  suit  those  who  have  not 
^he  some  defects :  atJll  procrastination  when  duty  demands 
■"'tioa  is  mental  riiiu.  Hung  this  moralizing.  Mason  is  a 
'ioier  fellow  to  tench  that  conscience  is  our  greatest  enemy  : 
"  i«  imr  greatest  friend !  You  say  we  need  not  trouble  our- 
'■IvoB  when,  or  where  the  mercy  we  hope  for  will  he  dealt  lo 
ih;  melhinks  we  should  have  trouble  to  discover  where  and 
'lien  it  is  not  dealt  to  us  I  but  my  letter  is  becoming  hole// 
S3  luy  shirts,  and  with  them  no  bishop  can  compare  :  they 
'Ti-  tiot  however  so  many  us  the  bisliops.  and  therefore 
'■'-"ur  directions  to  gel  new  ones  shall  be  borne  in  mind. 
Yh  In  take  more  than  two  would  be  unwise,  seeing  that 
"limber  can  bo  made  good  out  of  tlie  old  ones,  with  help  of 
^  pocket  hanilkorobief,  which  is  of  no  u»>e  in  Russia,  if  wo 

•  KawMni.  Richnrd  Niipier,B.liidy  whose unm work-"  W'lmaii'ii !ti,iIiU 

_«iirfitwrM,"»houu'ilng  in  knowledge,  fine  coropoaition,  potrcrful  reaBoning, 

||lofi|rlluJ  llioiitrbts,  wuulU  ilu  kcjuuur  to  any  Hritcr  howerer  c: 
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go  there,  as  'tis  said,  for  they  are  not  more  nice  than  in 
Ireland.  However  the  shirt-tails  must  be  completed,  or 
the  cold  may  make  me  like  Munchausen's  horse:  the 
English  ladies  should  give  their  mntb  to  government  for 
lining  the  breeches  of  soldiers  destined  for  Bossia.  But 
you  will  not,  it  is  to  be  feared  have  to  direct  letters  to 
Captain  Napier,  Czar's  Head,  Petrowitz  Street,  Petersburgh, 
for  some  time. 

"  October. — Cannot  admire  Mason,  gave  it  to  George. 
William  is  of  my  opinion,  viz.  that  it  is  stupid  as  need  be, 
and  not  useful ;  for  there  is  no  necessity  to  take  two  ways  of 
doing  a  thing  when  one  is  sufficient ;  and  as  conscience  is 
better  than  Mason  for  a  teacher  we  will  stick  to  conscience. 
His  style  is  dull,  very  dull.  You  say  that  my  aunt  Connolly 
having  recovered  her  spirits  is  proof  that  prayers  are  of 
use :  it  is  only  proof  that  reason  and  resolution  made  her 
comprehend  that  low  spirits  were  weak  and  foolish  when  in- 
dulged. How  can  we  suppose  the  decrees  of  Providence 
are  to  be  altered  by  the  whims  of  mortals  ?  Thanksgivings 
should  be  our  prayers,  and  they  should  be  silent  ones,  for 
there  can  be  no  good  in  telling  aloud  to  mortals  how  thank- 
ful we  are  for  the  gifts  of  the  Creator:  our  enjoyment  of 
them  is  the  way  to  be  thankful. 

"  The  *  Spectator '  gives  far  more  pleasing  ideas  of  futurity 
than  old  Mason,  without  making  us  believe  we  are  the 
greatest  sinners,  as  he  does ;  and  Addison  was  a  good 
Christian,  When  I  first  read  the  '  Spectator,'  a  very  long 
time  ago,  it  appeared  stupid  to  me,  very  stupid :  new  it  ap- 
pears admirable.  How  careful  we  should  be  of  giving  books 
to  a  child,  the  best  way  is  to  let  children  choose  for  them- 
selves ;  nature  makes  a  child  like  what  it  understands.  The 
expedition  is  certainly  not  put  off,  for  the  German  legion 
marches  through  here  to-day,  to-morrow,  and  next  day. 
They  are  fine  men,  and  Baron  Ompteda,  the  oldest  German 
baron,  is  seven  feet  high,  and  has  a  brother  six  feet  eleven 
inches  and  a  quarter.     Lineally  descended  from  Goliath,  or 
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T^lyphemuB,  I  forget  which,  they  have,  if  frnm  tlie  last, 
allowed  the  other  eye  to  grow,  avoiding  singularity. 

"Hy  the,  January. — Your  pretending  to  know  what  military 
find  what  medical  books  are  obsolete  is  excellent,  and  being 
m  a  temper  to  abase  you  I  will  do  so.  Send  me  a  list  of 
the  military  works  and  you  shall  know  what  to  bring  over : 
there  arc  some  invaluable  to  me,  particularly  the  one  of 
plans  which  Mr.  Renry  gave  my  failjer;  take  care  he  does 
not  gel  it  back,  it  would  be  to  liim  Utile  more  than  curious, 
lo  mc  most  useful,  and  cannot  he  got  now :  do  not  trust  it 
u>  the  hands  of  an  engineer,  or  indeed  any  military  man,  or 
;-ou  will  lose  it.  Yon  must  not  sell  any  books  on  military 
salijects,  yon  know  not  how  valuable  they  are ;  the  old 
frenoh  ones  particularly,  as  no  English,  or  at  least  very 
few,  are  worth  reading,  although  there  are  none  which  are 
Rot  of  sotno  use  to  mihtary  men:  it  will  set  me  mod  if  you 
*ll  even  the  cover  of  an  old  Army  List.  Those  that  you 
I'annot  bring  with  you,  pack  for  me,  to  get  at  if  we  go  to 
Ireland.  I  would  pay  double  their  value  to  have  them,  and 
any  with  his  notes  on  the  margin  are  worth  their  weight  in 

"Your  alarm  about  our  country  is  in  my  opinion  ground- 
l«8,  but  as  everybody  says  we  are  still  in  great  danger,  it 
miT  be  a  mistake  of  mine:  yet  if  all  England  told  me  so  it 
*iiuid  not  change  my  conviclion.  Not  that  I  put  faith  in 
Urn  Volunteers,  but  that  the  French  cannot  swim  the  Straits 
it  Dover;  they  have  not  ships  to  transport  an  army,  and 
Ai!  few  they  have  dare  not  encounter  our  fleets :  in  fine  we 
«re  safe  since  the  victory  of  Trafalgar.  Suppose  it  possible 
tn  land  forty  thousand  French  in  England,  or  Scotland; 
WKh  mischief  would  be  done,  much  blood  flow,  but  our 
(nuniry  is  not  to  he  conquered  by  Frenchmen.  You  would 
*T  I.nndun  puppies  and  shopkeepers  run,  and  I,ondon 
ioi|;ht  be  plundered;  but  the  peasants  and  militia  would 
•mo  become  soldiers  able  to  assist  tlie  regular  troops,  the 
H^faolc  island  would  be  in  arms  and  the  French  be  d 
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"  People  say,  if  London  was  taken  England  would  be  Ii 
So  it  would  be,  if  they  who  say  so  were  our  only  defendeota ; 
imd  that  a  London  tailor  and  a  pastry-cook  were  to  conimaod 
officers  of  the  line  as  colonels  of  volunteers,  wliioh  la  the  caee 
now.  Oh!  wise  government!  The  minute  a  FreniibniMi 
sets  foot  in  England,  these  gentlemen  will  find  that  laws  are 
easily  cQt  by  the  edge  of  the  sword,  and  regular  officers  will 
laugh  at  tbeir  pretending  to  command.  However  we  are 
nil  thoroughly  alarmed,  and  it  (lannot  be  said  much  W  ocr 
credit,  The  people  of  England  afrwd  of  the  threats  of 
Frenchmen  I  What  shall  we  be  if  they  come  ?  Il  would 
however  do  us  some  good  in  correcting  the  luxurious  effe- 
minacy of  the  higher  orders.  For,  take  away  Lord  Huntly 
and  a  few  other  young  men,  and  what  a  set  of  nobles  we 
have :  they  should  be  all  sailors  or  soldiers  now.  In  IruUi 
ourpriucesaretlie  only  great  people  who  set  a  good  e: 
and  though  one  cannot  say  much  for  tlieir  talent,  Uiey  £ 
and  bestir  themselves  instead  of  staying  in  London. 

"  As  to  our  sins,  God  forgive  us  them,  they  are  mnA 
about  the  same  now  as  formerly,  and  do  not  much  inkirfere 
with  the  fa',e  of  the  nation  in  my  opinion ;  except  by  making 
us  rich  and  lazy.  The  times  are  not  harder  llian  formerly, 
and  the  Emperor  Napoleon  does  not  appear  to  me  at  all  in 
the  light  of  a  scourge  to  Europe ;  the  same  numbers  of  men 
would  die  whether  there  were  war  or  not.  No  I  our  sins  are 
not  in  fault,  and  you  mistake  my  religious  principles,  if  you 
think  I  bother  myself  trying  to  see  beyond  the  grave.  My 
meaning  was  confused  with  writing  about  it  so  much.  I 
never  trouble  myself  seeking  to  penetrate  beyond  tlie  grave. 
and  am  sorry  you  thought  me  so  foolish.  Many  sensible 
people  do  so,  you  say :  that  may  be  denied,  they  must  be 
weak  people.  Instinct,  or  something,  makes  us  believe 
tliere  is  a  futurity,  but  were  God  to  descend  and  say  t&a 
No  !  though  my  idea  of  mankind  would  be  towered,  I 
be  equally  happy. 

"  January  a2nd, — A  whole  year  has  passed 
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•ent  lo  Ireland,  and  I  long  to  see  you. again,  but  I  have 
DO  low  spirits  now,  that  is  alt  given  up :  no  melancLoly 
iliougtit  is  allowed  to  enter  my  mind,  or  if  one  presses  to 
-'tti-r,  reading  or  some  oclier  oconpation  drives  it  away.  If 
:' m  h  110  occupation  at  hand,  reflection  points  out  tlie 
<^ly  of  letting  anything  make  us  unliappy  in  ihia  life ;  and 
I.  unlhankfulnesa  of  not  enjoying  present  pleasures  sent, 
■tiuse  of  one  or  two  things  wo  choose  to  call  misfortunes. 
'■'■  are  not  indeed  monks  of  Lti  Trappe,  and  need  not 
ii-pirat  Jileuiento  niori,  or  think  of  it  with  horror,  yet  it 
»l>ould  bo  always  in  our  minds. 

'■  It  grieves  ni9  that  Mr.  Pitt  is  in  a  way  to  follow  his 

forefnthurs :  poor  man!     George  is  just  come  in,  and  says 

b  id  reported  to  be  no  more.     God  knows  if  it  is  true,  I 

Iwpa  Dot ;  bi^  loss  just  now  would  be  great  as  a  minister, 

jiiil  cvcryihioK  will  be  thrown  into  confusion.     As  lo  our 

'■jiips  in  Hanover,  my  fear  is  they  will  fall  into  the  hands 

'( ihi  French.     Everybody  says  they  will  get  ofl',  yet  the 

tratcb  aro  very  active.     Our  troops,  few  in  numbers  and 

miuiring  uhle  comranuders,  have  their  wings  under  *  *  *  * 

unJ  •  •  •  *  !  ;     Why  do  we  laugh  at  the  Trojans  admitting 

I  "uodcu  horse  ?     The  government  seems  even  to  fear  iho 

livity  of  Lurd  Cathcari,  wlio  is  sent  to  not  with  his  army 

■  Tua'  he  knows  it;   yet  his  abilities  are  not  so  wonderful 

^1'  if-''d  impediments,  like  the  man  who  had  his  legs  tied 

i  ii.ar  of  outrunning  a  hare.     It  is  madness  to  expect 

I"  ■'^-  iri.m  a  small  aimy  equipped,   and  iis  movemenis 

iniipr^d  by  ministers  who  do  not  know  what  tho  opera- 

^'iiaof  wur  are,  and  will  not  ask  advice  from  those  who 

■'•>.    England  will  always  fail  in  her  expeditions,  unless 

'i'n  tuiuietcr  is  military  and  a  good  soldier;    or  what  is 

tlie  some,  ieKVce  the  arrangements  to  a  good  one  after  the 

iliing  bus  heco  fixed  upon.     The  Duke  of  York  should 

'  'iv>.<  appoinliul  Lord  Cathcart  in    time,  and  have  let  him 

''"W  what  he  WHS  to  command,  instead  of  hurrying  him 

^tlttr  his  army — altogether  it  is  absurd. 
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"  If  there  is  a  peace,  my  intent  is  to  visit  llie  continent, 
finish  French  and  leiim  Germnn,  which  could  be  done  in 
six  months;  this  makes  me  engerto  see  you,  because,  if  done 
it  must  be  done  lil(e  lightning  for  fear  of  war  again:  more- 
over, see  Buonaparte  before  he  dies  I  will.  My  idea  is  to 
go  to  the  Hague,  or  Holstein,  where  both  languages  could 
be  learned  together,  quicker  than  in  France.  It  is  in  such 
acquirements  my  great  deficiency  as  a  soldier  touclies  me : 
languages  are  abaolutely  necessary,  and  labouring  at  them 
at  home  is  time  lost.  My  knowledge  of  engineering  is  now 
more  tlian  is  necessary  for  ofBoers  of  tho  line,  and  as  much 
as  is  required  for  my'duty  aa  an  engineer  on  service ;  but 
not  near  what  it  should  be  generally:  my  want  is  greater 
practice,  wbicb  Brown  is  bent  on  not  giving  us.  Never  eaw 
an  old  bachelor  worth  a  farthing. 

"April. — What  a  taking  you  are  in  !  old  lady!  de  chil- 
ders  ia  not  going  to  the  In^/ieK.  Keep  up  dearest  mother. 
You  will  be  very  low  leaving  Castletown ;  who  would  not 
in  your  place  ?  But  discard  all  reflection,  it  will  be  your 
greatest  help.  Put  awny  every  melancholy  thought,  employ 
every  minute  in  arrangements,  and  think  only  of  meeting 
your  sons  in  England.  You  ore  not  bidding  adieu  W  Ire- 
land, why  should  you  not  return?  Aunt  Lousia  will  often 
go  hack  and  forwards,  why  not  accompany  her?  She  IB 
older  tlian  you,  and  you  ore  equally  able  for  these  jouracys, 
which  are  useful  to  health  and  spirits :  inaction  is  the  bane 
of  both.  All  melancholy  on  such  occasions  may  be  over- 
come. Enough  of  preaching,  and  as  Napoleon  saya  to  the 
pope,  God  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping,  ond  blow  you  over 
with  a  westerly  wind." 

Important  public  events,  opening  new  prospects  for  Charles 
Napier,  now  gave  a  spur  to  bis  ambition.  The  battle  of 
Austertitz  bad  terminated  the  war  on  the  continent,  Wil- 
liam Pitt  bad  gone  to  his  fathers,  and  Charles  Fox's  advent 
to  power  was  marked  by  negotiations  for  peace.  Mean- 
while Sicily  bad  been  occupied  by  British  iroopa,  and  (Iw 
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UedileTTftnean  command  wna  given  to  General  Fox.  Sir 
John  Moore  went  as  second  in  command,  taking  with  liim 
ihe  b'iod  Regiment,  and  soon  uft«rwardH  appointed  George 
Napier  to  be  his  aide-de-camp.  And  now  also  Mr.  Fox, 
U  the  solicitation  of  Lady  Sarah,  had  given  a  mnjority 
to  Charles;  but  in  a  Cape  colonial  corps,  and  that  only 
by  a  firm  expression  of  bis  will :  for  his  foiling  heakh  was 
so  notorious,  and  his  political  enemies  so  exultant,  that 
Sir  Waller  Scott  gave  public  vent  to  their  anticipations 
with  indecent  triumph  at  a  political  dinner,  by  a  song 
offensive  alike  to  good  taste  and  feeling. 

Promotion  anywhere  gave  Charles  Napier  unbounded 
ntjafacdon:  it  was  an  approach  to  power,  which  he  panted 
for  as  a  means  of  promoting  good.  At  first  he  tried  to 
exchange  from  his  regiment  to  one  which  would  again  place 
Mm  under  Sir  John  Moore,  but  failing  in  that  be  was  going 
lo  ombark  for  the  Cape,  when  a  remarkable  incident  gave  a 
HMT  tara  to  his  fortunes.  Contrary  winds  detained  him  at 
Ponsmoulb,  and  being  there  thrown  into  the  society  of  the 
SOlli  Begiment,  he  so  won  on  the  officers  that  they  proposed 
Id  him  an  exchange  at  small  cost.  He  refused  to  pay 
moDcT,  as  contrary  to  the  regulatioos ;  tbey  would  not  be 
so  tiofflcd.  and  contrived  to  have  him  gazetted  without  pay- 
ment :  how  he  never  knew,  but  it  was  a  signal  proof  of  re- 
fftrd.  Bognor  soon  became  the  quarters  of  the  regiment, 
ud  he  renewed  bis  intimacy  with  Sir  James  and  Lady  DutT, 
■bo  lived  in  tliat  neighbourhood.  He  was  often  also  at 
Gondoood,  where  the  Duke  of  Richmond  frequently  em- 
ployed him  to  make  military  sketches,  imparting  at  the  same 
time  his  own  views  for  the  defence  of  Sussex  against  the 
ihreateniid  invasion.  These  were  not  perhaps  of  the  highest 
onW,  yet  the  result  of  much  reflection  and  information,  and 
taloulated  lo  awaken  his  nephew's  greater  faculties  for  war : 
r^-ju  however,  this  mental  aid  and  worldly  support  was  cut 
^.  the  duke  died  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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In  ISO!  (I  vehement  desire  for  service  pervaded  ibe  Britisb 
array.  Officers  aod  soldiers  dreaded  the  coming  of  peace 
before  their  prowess  could  be  displnyed;  and  there  wiis  ranch 
irritation  at  the  court  preference  for  foreign  troops,  iind  the 
courtly  cant  about  llieir  superiority,  Aosirians  PrusBiam 
nnd  RuRsiaoB  had  fled  before  the  tricolour  of  France ;  tb* 
viliite  blue  and  green  nuiforms  liad  been  trodden  down  u 
buaps,  wliile  the  red  was  undisbonoured :  yet  the  wearers  of 
it  were  told  w  lenm  from  the  beaten  armies  I  What  could 
they  lenm  hut  defeat?  They  felt  their  own  vnluc,  and  ibeit 
martial  fiiry,  coniinually  fermenling,  was  au^cnted  by 
daily  insulls ;  for  in  most  purls  of  England,  the  southern 
counties  espeoiully,  the  military  were  treated  as  onomics  it 
tbey  were  not  called  so.  The  glory  of  the  navy  was  another 
stinging  incentive,  and  it  was  fortunate  the  peninsular  war 
came  to  give  a  safe  vent  for  the  fierce-gathering  discontent. 
Yet  it  is  remarkable-  that  Indian  triumphs  exuited  IJttls  in- 
terest. Men's  minds  were  so  ocenpied  with  Napoltxm's  Mn* 
pendous  exploit,  that  Eastern  generals  were  regarded  only 
as  a  belter  sort  of  militia;  even  the  great  victor  of  Assays, 
then  commanding  the  Sussex  district,  was  only  n  noble  cap- 
tain for  those  immediately  about  him:  his  Indian  fi)m« 
was  almost  ignored.  It  was  however  no  shght  jiroiif  of  the 
indomitable  fierceness  of  the  troops  that  they  recked  little 
of  reputations,  boasting  that  they  would  fight  any  general 
thruugii  any  blunders :  bravely  has  that  boast  been  vindicated. 
Like  all  others,  Charles  Nnpicr  was  grieved  tind  impatient 
under  tliis  forced  inactivity,  yet  bent  bis  mind  to  actual 
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duly  wiili  a  severe  philosophy,  preparing  for  fame  or  oh- 
niiirily  Bs  fnte  might  deiennine.  -His  con't-spondence  will 
^llf)n  the  j^ftdottl  development  of  Ills  nncommon  character ; 
uid  it  is  remurkatile  how  constant  his  antipathy  was  to 
ser\ie«  in  the  East,  as  if  prescient  of  the  ingratitude  he  was 
ibere  to  earn. 

■'  Bognor,  February  Oth.— Buonaparte's  defeat  at  Pultuak 
;  ilwnidlirig  to  a  kind  of  dmwn  buule,  which  is  probably 
:;u»big  and  qunrterinf?  for  the  poor  Russianb.  As  to  the 
•lory  yoii  meution  it  is  true,  and  was  told  rao  by  tlie  beau- 
tiful Miss  Trowbridge's  own  charming  pair  of  vermilions. 
Slie  is  like  tlie  king,  and  can  do  no  wrong :  in  fact,  she  is 
m  angel !  General  Fox  is  coming  home  from  Sicily,  leaving 
Moore  iu  conunaud.  This  is  pleasant  und  unpli'asant.  It 
i'  disagreable  to  have  General  Fox  recalled,  but  shameful 
';i'ii  Sir  John  Moore  should  have  been  so  long  only  second. 
'< '  bcKF  ho  drilled  and  rattled  the  heroes  of  Mnida,  when  he 
-■■■I  first  to  Sicily,  in  a  way  they  did  not  relish,  but  he  has 
■  [iu  llit-m  a  world  of  good.  The  beautiful  Mrs.  Barwell 
I-  tuiked  me  to  her  house ;  she  is  most  delightful,  and  her 
'■i:ujuerH  are  very  captivating.  Between  her  and  Miss  Trow- 
•'dge,  who  is  (I  surprising  mixture  of  beauty,  good  nature 
'111  fim,  the  devil  himself  is  not  more  flaming  than  myself: 
I  L'o  about  nil  fire.  Don't  you  admire  the  Cossack  mode  of 
ijiup  French  prisoners  by  the  hair  to  their  saddle-bows  ?  It 
it  so  delicate  and  careful,  so  just  and  Christian- 1  ike. 

"March  0th. — Withermein  writes  from  Sicily  that  there 
"  niirhance  of  service  lliere.  The  second  battalion  of  the 
'•'it.  is  not  there,  imd  to  be  an  Indian  major  is  not  my  want. 
"  I2ih. — If  the  report  of  Lord  Molra  going  on  service  be 
uui\  procure  a  sir  ail- waistcoat,  and  teach  my  servant  how  lo 
OK  It  But  I  fear  there  is  not  sense  to  employ  a  man  equal 
in  Irad  the  British  army  as  it  deserves;  a  man  who  will 
I  let  it  bo  mn  down,  or  told  to  look  at  the  Austrians  ! 
<  lit'  Dnku  of  York  might  by  tliis  time  have  found  out  that 
•.u^'lisiuncii  unite  German  strength  and  persevering  courage 
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with  French  enlhusiasm ;  and  that  our  army  la  at  present 
the  finest  material,  though  geoeralij'  given  to  bad  workmen. 
For  t«n  years  past  Lord  Moira  should  have  had  every  op- 
portQuity  of  maturing  his  genius,  and  giudyiug  his  enemy's: 
my  helicf  is  that  he  would  have  shewn  himself  a  master: 
BuoDftparte's  marshals  are  clever,  yet,  with  all  admirslioo 
for  them,  they  owe  half  tlieir  fame  at  least  to  fourteen  yean' 
bard  fighting :  that  would  make  U8  good  too.  Lord  Moira 
and  Moore  are  tlie  ouly  generals  tho  army  confide  in  :  with 
others  they  trust  to  their  own  courage,  which  is  not  a  weak 
staff,  though  more  suiiable  to  a  small  than  large  body. 
Small  bodies  eeo  their  enemies,  and  beating  them  think  idl 
right ;  but  large  armies  have  no  idea  of  the  operations  be- 
yond their  sight :  each  division  trusts  to  the  commander  in 
chief  for  support,  and  if  their  opinion  of  his  talent  is  not  high, 
they  fancy  a  momentarj'  success  may  lead  to  destruction. 

My  brother  WilUnm  will  not  go  mad,  make  yourself  easy, 
on  that  score:  I  know  him  bett^jr  than  you.  His  scheme  of 
going  to  Russia  is  good,  if  he  is  not  obliged  to  borrow 
monev,  as  that  would  be  wrong.  If  he  can  get  a  majority 
by  any  plan,  he  should  take  it ;  or  go  as  aide-de-eainp  any- 
where if  it  does  compel  him  to  ijnit  the  43rd  Regiment.  If 
Lord  Moira  command,  my  trust  is  that  he  will  taJte  us  both: 
if  not  I  also  will  try  to  join  tho  Hussians.  I  have  never 
gone  to  sleep  for  six  months  without  thinking  this  over.  It 
will  be  easily  managed ;  if  nut,  the  more  difficulty  the 
better,  adventures  ore  to  my  taste. 

"  20th,  —  Have  no  fear  of  my  quitting  England  for 
twenty-five  years  at  least!  no  fear  either  of  the  ministers, 
they  are  on  sure  ground,  as  no  others  ore  ready  to  take  their 
places.  If  the  Sicilian  army  wait  till  the  Itussians  gain 
ground,  George  will  have  grnndcLildren  first,  unless  fiuona- 
jiarte  kicks  the  bucket.  There  is  no  prospect  for  us  soldiers. 
Nothing  more  about  expeditions,  and  I  am  again  in  love 
with  a  Miss  Home:  a  dear  little  Scotch  thing  with  a, 
beswti&il  lacfl  and  bwutifiil  figBMw,  ■  JwnatiM  ixaoat  taM  I 
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'fantiful  genius.  My  heart  is  n  cinder,  and  as  heat  is  eaid 
lo  cure  heal,  I  stand  by  the  fire  all  day  to  drnw  out  my 
Same.  Meanwhile  I  t!iink  of  trying  the  Duke  of  York  aa 
u  joining  ihe  Bussiims:  one  citrnpaign  got  out  of  Itim 
vould  muke  me  a»y,  and  suit  my  notions,  viz.  Go !  fight. 
Run  away !  Bui  no  East  Indies  for  mo ;  it  would  be  im- 
pleasant  to  be  banged  by  u  Brahmin  on  the  top  of  a  pagoda, 
and  to  deserve  it :  the  West  Indies  there  is  no  objection  to. 
You  may  tell  Richard  that  Xenophon  has  become  a  great 
iL'.ouriie  with  me,  though,  at  first,  a  alight  fliriation  with 
.  .iircbus  was  begun,  it  ended  when  his  bead  was  cut  off: 
..Lfjveieii  friends,  the  Ten  Thousand  were  great  raps,  though 
thai  should  not  be  said  amongst  barbarians. 

*'  I  mnke  daily  strides  towards  becoming  real  commanding 
uScer;  for  Stewart — not  W.  Stewart — though  very  plea- 
ant  in  command,  and  very  decided,  bas  no  objection  lo  the 
bure  of  drill  being  taken  off  his  bands.  However  I  do  not 
tnoronch,  but  only  strive  to  teach  the  major,  not  the  men, 
ud  au  Icam  bi  be  a  lieutenant- colonel.  There  is  a  vacuicy 
iatbv  7'4th,  and  it  would  please  me  to  be  in  Sicily,  and  in  a 
^tch  regiment;  but  their  first  battalion  is  in  the  East 
Indies  and  my  ambition  is  not  for  nabobism :  anywhere 
I'HUcr  Uian  the  East.  Tlie  distance  and  the  service  are  both 
liisayjecable.  Yet  my  conscience  is  very  pliable,  and  if  it 
■'PFB  Dearer  to  Enghind  1  would  flog  tlie  natives  like  others 
>:  uiiud  however,  only  in  hopes  of  giving  the  devil  a 
'  iiw  hold  of  the  directors,  fur  all  will  fall  on  their  souls 
■  I  course  " — il  is  strange  that  bis  after  life  sbould  take  him 
■"  the  East;  that  he  sbould  have  ibis  very  regiment,  the 
"^tli,  under  him  there,  and  be  by  the  directors'  tools  foully 
md  Kbiuiiefully  nceused  of  being  its  destroyer. 

"  Montv  Video  bas  proved  the  great  bravery  of  our  troops. 

Il  «as  n  bloody  attack,  and  lliough  one  cannot  judge  loirly 

HD  a  dispaieb,  ibe  general  and  bis  engineers  seeui   to 

:  -vc  made  a  bad  job :  their  missing  of  the  breach,  and  thai 

-ikL  a  bad  one  when  found,  &c.  were  sad  tilings.     I  knew 
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VbsshI,  Brownrigg,  and  Dickenson  of  the  KiSes ;  Brotn 
ligg's  brother  died  a  short   time   siuce,  a  captoio  i 
navy. 

"May,  Portsmouth. — Quo  fata  vocant,  is  the 
motto,  and  at  presont  fata  Bends  us  to  Ouemsey,  while  the 
first  hattalion  will  form  port  of  the  expedition  now  fitting 
out." — Copenhagen  expedition.  "My  single  cliance  now 
is  the  first  battalion  being  out  off  and  the  two  eldest  majors 
skivered :  a  great  comfort  that  would  he,  and  is  my  brightest 
prospect," 

His  intense  love  of  horses,  which  never  abated  even  on 
his  death-bed,  and  of  which  some  touelies  have  bceu  nlready 
given,  now  breaks  out:  the  Molly  of  tho  following  letters 
was  the  little  Arabian  he  rode  when  at  school, 

"  Tichfield. — A  sagacious  farrier  bos  given  a  decided' 
opinion  that  Molly  has  been  pricked,  farriers  are  of  a 
species  apt,  if  offended  by  doubt  of  their  skill,  to  revenge 
on  the  quadruped :  so  we  have  agreed  on  the  disease  and 
cure,  We  embark  to-morrow  for  Guernsey,  shall  be  much 
crowded,  and  probably  taken  by  a  French  privateer.  ^lolly 
cannot  move,  she  must  be  left  sick  :  now  I  do  not  like 
leaving  the  little  thing  behind,  nor  yet  risking  her  on  a 
voyage,  but  a  horse  I  must  have,  so  she  follows,  and  tbe 
chance  of  her  being  hurt  worries  me. 

"  Guernsey. — We  sailed,  and  never  was  wretch  more  sick 
than  I  was  when  at  night  the  cry  of  Privateer  arose  on 
deck  with,  Otficers!  Officers  !  I  was  up  in  a  minute  and  a 
ludicrous  scene  opened.  I,  the  major,  shouting  for  the  men 
to  come  up,  the  other  officers  rolling  about  in  ihe  dark,  for 
there  was  a  storm  and  none  could  keep  steady ;  the  soldieis 
tumbling  up,  some  sick,  some  loading  their  muskets,  oUiera 
doing  boih,  and  all  rolling  about,  and  falliiig  in  attcli 
heaps  as  to  make  me  tjjink  thoy  would  shoot  each  other 
before  monsieur  arrived.  However  iu  a  few  minutes  we  got 
some  forty  into  the  forecastle  and  side  next  the  privnteer, 
irhicb  was  bearing  down  and  not  a  hundred  yards  oi^  looking 
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bUctc.  She  would  not  answer  or  fight,  but  came 
aliDost  athwart  our  hows,  when  our  captain  called  to  me. 
Sir  ehe  is  a  privateer  and  trying  to  get  to  windward  to  board, 
we  had  better  fire  a  shot.  No  sooner  said  than  done  :  a  man 
fired  by  my  order,  but  only  into  her  riggin{^,  as  she  might 
not  be  a  privateer.  Still  she  bore  down  so  close  as  to  menace 
bonrdinK  before  half  my  men  were  on  deck  and  loaded,  the 
latter  not  easy  to  effect  from  sickness,  and  the  holdinp  on  to 
prevent  being  washed  overboard.  However  thirty  fired,  jnst 
!■!  say  we  did  not  mean  to  be  taken,  and  the  argument  was 
•-  'und  good :  she  sailed  round  us  and  went  off,  answering 
■  nr  hail  with,  Guernsey  smuggler.  Our  seamen  said  smug- 
-lire  avoid  otlier  ships:  yet  ehe  did  not  return  our  fire,  and 
i'V'ibably,  aeoing  so  many  troops,  expected  more  kicks  than 
liiilfpent-e. 

"May. — Low  spirits,  having  only  one  short  letter  from 
yiiu  since  leaving  London :  and  my  lovely  Molly  is  away. 
ETer)'thing  else  going  on  smooth.  Being  oldest  major  here 
I  hope  lo  get  command  of  a  brigade  of  light  troops  :  but  nil 
■"jjTDinanda  are  a  bore  while  the  expedition  is  going  on.  Oh  I 
my  luck !     Shall  I  ever  go  abroad  ? 

"Wo  soldiers  give  a  ball  the  1st  of  June,  which  will  cost 
two  or  three  pounds :  would  that  ball  and  island  were  at  the 
Jevil.  I  am  too  poor  for  dashing,  and  the  Guernsey  lasses 
uro  hltle,  which  I  hate ;  and  can't  dance,  which  I  abominate. 
I  have  been  introduced  however  to  some  of  the  *  sixties !' — 
Jeswndanls  of  old  Norman  robbers,  who  keep  np  the  pro- 
icmoD  by  smnggling  and  privateering  for  the  honour  of 
iheir  ancestors.     The  shopkeepers  are  called  'forties' — at 

the  head  of  whom  is  Mr. ,  draper,  banker,  shoemaker, 

ihier-t«k<^r  and  tailor,  who  has  already  coaxed  me  into  a  new 
pair  of  breeches  for  the  ball ;  which  causes  sincere  prayer 
ftir  Mick  Reilly  for  stealing  my  old  pair. 

"Tbc  prettiest  little  terrier  ever  seen  has  taken  such  a 
fincy  lo  loe  it  is  not  possible  to  get  rid  of  her:  nor  do  I 
»L*h  it,  for  she  has  placed  herself  under  my  protection. 

TOU  I.  E 
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She  has  the  sharpest  little  face  you  ever  saw,  except  my  own, 
colour  about  the  same,  with  japan  eyebrows,  larg^  eyes  like 
diamonds,  and  a  jet  black  nose :  her  head  is  a  little  ball, 
and  her  legs  japan. 

"  I  fear  the  light  companies  will  not  be  assembled,  but  I 
will  make  something  of  the  50th,  for  never  was  ground 
better  adapted  for  light  troops :  two  thousand  would  keep  it 
without  the  expensive  walls  they  are  raising.  Ophthalmia 
is  amongst  us,  but  slight.  My  rounds  as  field  o£Glcer  are 
sixteen  miles  on  foot,  which  with  a  rocky  road  and  dark 
night  is  no  joke:  one  man  broke  his  neck. 

"  June. — Molly  is  safe  in  my  stables,  fat  and  mischievous : 
her  first  eflbrt  was  gnawing  my  poor  little  dog  when  put 
into  the  manger  for  introduction :  Moll  took  her  by  the  ear, 
and  was  frightened  because  doggie  squalled.  She  was  de- 
lighted to  touch  firm  ground  and  danced  for  joy.     I  made 

her  call  on  Mrs. and  Miss ,  who  have  not  returned 

the  visit  and  she  won't  speak  to  them ;  wherefore  they  will 
not  ask  her  to  the  ball,  and  that  is  hard,  as  she  has  not  her 
match  for  legs  in  the  island." 

In  Guernsey  he  became  a  freemason,  left  the  island  in 
June,  and  reached  Deal  in  July. 

"Deal. — Once  more  in  barracks  and  witli  little  duty, 
luckily,  for  Guernsey  duty  was  too  much.  My  poor  friend 
McLeod  78th,  has  been  killed  in  Egypt,  and  Wm.  Stewart 
wounded.  Our  first  battalion  is  coming  here,  and  we  are  to 
form  a  brigade  under  General  Spencer,  who  is  a  very  gentle- 
manlike and  peaceable  kind  of  man  :  I  thought  he  had  been 
famous  as  a  dasher  both  in  dress  and  talent." 

At  this  time  the  Copenhagen  expedition  was  being  em- 
barked, and  with  it  his  brothers  WiUiam  and  Henry,  the  last 
in  the  navy. 

"July. — Wilham  marched  into  this  place  on  Monday,  and 
on  Tuesday  to  llamsgate,  and  is  now  on  board  a  transport  in 
the  Downs.  He  is  on  board  a  small  transport  and  quite 
welL    You  told  me  our  destination  depends  on  which  militia 
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o  reoTuit  from  ;  tlierefore  I  did  not  work,  ili>-likiug 
lo  havL-  any  concuia  with  fixiag  my  own  fate  In  liiu  dark. 
Meanwhile  my  orders  uie  lo  superiuieod  the  voluiileei'iag 
from  the  militia  at  oae  of  ibe  Btations,  Itwill  be  a  inmble- 
somc  appoinlmeot,  but  the  most  troublesome  of  all  troubles 
lo  mi-  is  hnviiig  nothing  to  do — a  loo  eusy  chair  ia  the  I'lick 
for  me.  As  U>  your  reuiiuk  doac  moUiij',  my  aaewir  is — ia 
the  nriny  .we  loam  that  the  oldest  people  are  first  to  be 
Uuati^d,  uDlesa  they  have  &bewa  inablhty  for  the  trust !  I 
t  Lord  Cnstlereagh's  new  plan  of  volunlceriag  from  the 
Wyndhuai's  pltui  is  good  i'or  keeping  up  the  army, 
t  plaL'ing  it  ultimately  on  a  ri^lit  f'oolin);;,  but  ^vill  not 
fe  a  powt-rful  effective  force  for  the  present  emergency, 
iBh  thv  other  will  do.  The  two  plans  will  in  time  makti 
pi«  umy,  but  Wyudbuui's  might  have  been  better.  His 
lural  principle  is  good;  that  is,  wiiat  has  been  adopted 
by  hiiu  from  othera  is  sensible,  his  own  part  not  so:  yet 
.  wh»l  was.  hie,  and  what  not,  we  only  know  I'rom  conversa- 
■Mi  and  newspapers,  and  both  ore  bod  sources  lo  judge 

pTiw  u 
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■•BrBbounie  Lees,  August.  —  For  two   or  three  years, 

r  mother,  my  plnu  hits  been  not  to  write  at  night,  yet 

lilt  must  be  broken  now  !br  you.     I  am  no  longer  a  low- 

iphtad  wnjtcli,  and  am  worked  to  my  hearts  couteiit  witli 

ections  of  volunteers,      Sixty  officers  and   some   two 

d  mon  are  expected,  with  their  pockets  full  of  bounty 

;  morality  will  probably  depart  from  these  barracks 

In  about  two  mouths,  but  it  is  a  pretty  command  for  a 
'iiiijor.  Molly's  corns  have  lamed  her  again." — This  is  the 
lilt  notice  of  the  Arabian  mare.  She  was  consigned  to 
cnMii  lit  Castletown,  where  slie  and  two  companions  attained 
Uie  »^'i.-s  of  fifty-six,  forty,  and  thirty-live  years,  Molly  the 
'"UDfteaL  The  horrible  ill-usnge  of  the  horse,  designed  by 
iMiue  lo  hvu  so  long,  is  a  crying  siu :  in  Arabia  only  aru 
iQey  ticalcd  03  ihey  deserve, 
"Seplembar. — The  50[b  second  battalion  will  not  go  to 
B  Z 
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Ireland  :  some  regiments  are  not  permiued  to  take  ] 
volunteere,  wliicij  appenra  as  iT  they  were  espeoiaUy  ap^ 
priated  for  Lalf  Iiaiigiug  niid  flofii^iug,  and  cmtinoj 
throats,  for  buruiiigs  and  robberies,  and  other  litUe  gon^ 
ment  detaiU.  What  an  iiitnlerable  system  of  ruling.l 
liave  nut  made  much  havoc  here  with  petticoat  aoqud 
ances  yet,  but  have  been  incited  to  catlap,  by  the  amla^ 
and  Bucomplished  Misses  Carter,  niocoa  to  the  migliiy  olil 
maid  of  that  niirae :  they  nro  excessively  entertaining. 
Whitelock,  that  miserable  coward,  well  deserves  to  be  shot: 
he  can  hardly  escape  a  court-martial,  which  will  uot  be 
swayed  by  party  it  is  to  bo  hopi'd,  and  if  he  gcta  off 
with  life  he  must  be  broke,  or  the  army  is  disgi 
Nearly  two  ihoasand  men  have  been  killed,  heaidea  1 
dishonour,  and  no  good  done ;  and  all  owing  to  the  | 
sonal  fear  of  one  man  1  This  was  one  of  your  gentryi 
damned  officers  in  the  ranks. 

"  Sept.— Thank  you  dear  mother  for  my  two  brotil| 
IfiLtere  from  Co]ienhagen  :    they  are  worth  reading. 
from  a  man  who  rdiects  on  the  scones  before  him  i 
moral  point  of  view;    the  other,  with  not   less  humai 
notes  only  what  relates  to  the  progress  of  the  actiuo. 
might  be  thought  llie  younger  mind  would  feel  must 
horror  of  war :   hut   the  one  has  seen   dead  bodies, 
perhaps  some  burning  and  pillage ;    tlio  other  has  only  ■ 
the  noise  and  spirited  pan  of  a  battle,  which  he  expi 
and  would  have  been  disappointed  not  to  have  i 
dying  man  in  paio,  a  had  wound,  the  cries  of  the  hnttifl 
things  he  does  not  expect  to  affect  him,  as  they  will  t 
he  sees  them,  and  as  tliey  have  his  brother ;   he  is  tber 
all  eagerness  to  fight  and   only  thinks  how  things  favour 
or  retard  success :   all  .this  is  (^uite  natural,  and  the  other 
probably  felt  ilie  same,  but  when  writing  his  thoughts  i 
chiefly  occupied  hy  a  higher  consideration, 
justice  of  the  action ;   he  saw  brave  men  dead  in  < 
of  their  homes;  lie  saw  a  people  ill-used  by  another  i 
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I  Uiit  first  iuetanco,  and  in  tho  socond  ill-iiaed  by  indi- 
:  bU  ideas  are  thfretbre  rnised  ftbove  tho  considera- 
■  success.  Why  are  ihey  so  raised  when  he  is  not 
mtahle  for  the  event  beyond  his  own  duty?  Why 
«)iniild  his  mind  dwell  on  what  be  thinks  unjnst  when  lie 
cannot  help  it?  Because  bis  wish  to  succeed  is  not  so 
i  bis  wi^b  U>  snve ! 
*  How  closely  every  turn  of  the  bead  and  mind  follow 
gion,  in  spite  of  worldly  concerns,  in  an  uncomipted 
To  overcome  those  feelings  is  generally  the  means 
making  a  warrior;  hut  it  is  hard  for  a  soldier  to  judge 
3  thoy  should  he  indulged,  and  when  suiipressed  for  the 
1  of  numbers !  This  Copenhagen  expedition.  la  it  an 
It  action  for  the  general  good  ?  Who  can  say  that  such 
>detit  is  pardonable  ?  When  once  the  line  of  justice 
i  there  is  no  shame  left.  England  has  been  unjust ! 
tftt  power  will  now  blush  to  be  so  also  ?  Was  not  our 
li  honour  worth  the  duuger  we  might  perhaps  liiive  risked 
ttuntiuning  that  honour  inviolate  ?  It  is  a  had  policy  us 
B  a  bad  action.  For  by  this  measure  we  countenance 
r  action  of  Buonaparte ;  and  with  a  single  action  to 
hish  justice  from  amongst  nations  is  a  crime  too  great 
Bexcase.     It  would  have  been  more  honourable,  and  more 

Btic,  t«  have  hazarded  an  invasion  and  lost  armies  in  Ire- 

liud,  than  to  have  stamped  power  as  a  right.  England  has 
lost  hor  honour  in  llio  hiB!oi7  of  nations.  Mr.  Fox  would 
lull  Itave  allowed  it  in  his  administration.  Fear  and  weak- 
BESKaro  iho  origin  of  the  act,  My  view  may  be  wrong,  but 
il«imld  he  hard  Ui  make  me  bebeve  so.     I  cease  to  regret 

|*t»jing  behind,  the  sword  of  invasion  is  not  pleasant  to 
fciw.  Would  10  God  thirty  thousand  fighting  men  were 
■Bt  np  in  Copenhagen,  it  would  be  pleasantcr ;  there  would 
Hlia  roiuorst?  or  sorrow ;  now  every  one  says— Poor  Danes ! 
I  taldinr   cannot   fight  an   enemy  ho  pities  with  proper 


*  Volunteers  pour  in  and  business  accumulates;  tlie  ras- 
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cals  rob  all  the  country.     I  chased  two  fellows  a  few  nights 
ago  and  cut  one  of  them  down.     Thank  God  he  is  not  hurt 
to  signify,  but  the  affair  was  uncomfortable  for  an  hour  or 
two,  until  a  surgeon  and  a  light  shewed  that  his  hat  had 
saved  his  head,  and  his  ribs  had  preserved  his  inwards.     It 
could  not  be  helped.     It  was  very  dark,  and  following  them 
into  a  lane  I  could  not  trust  to  taking  two  men  prisoners, 
both  grenadiers  and  neither  dnink.     He  is  now  well,  and  it 
has  had  a  good  effect.      I  am  bothered  with  Sir  Neddy 
Knatchbull,  and  other  squires  here,  who  object  hugely  to 
their  game  being  shot.     I,  hypocrite  that  I  an\,  inwardly 
rejoice  at  it,  while  with   the  face  of  a  Quaker  when  a 
trooper  swears  in  his  presence,  I  condole  with  them  on  the 
impropriety  of  shooting  their  birds,  and  the  impossibility  of 
preventing  it — the  last  always  tacked  to  my  pity  for  their 
grievances,  as  consolation.     I  do  not  shoot,  but  the  officers 
who  do  send  my  friends  game ;  so  honour  and  profit  com- 
bine.    In  good  faith,  however,  though  some  of  the  squires 
behave  very  ill  and  are  very  sulky,  which  is  of  no  use  for  it 
only  amuses  the  mess,  good  Sir  Neddy  really  behaves  very 
well.   My  friends  at  Hythe  tell  me  I  am  going  to  fall  in  love 
Turith  a  most  beautiful  girl  just  arrived  there.     Her  name  is 
Rob,  of  all  things !     Well  Miss  Rob  is  middle-sized,  very 
finely  shaped,  has  the  sweetest  countenance  ever  seen,  per- 
fectly easy  of  manners,  but  withal  quite  unassuming;   her 
features  are  without  a  fault,  and  she  has  an  ocean  of  counte- 
nance: in  fine  no  defect  can  be  discovered  in  her  person, 
and  her  mind  is  equally  admirable.     It  is  said  I  must  fall 
in  love  with  her  !  so  with  God's  help  I  will :  she  may  refuse 
though ! " 

He  now  rejoined  his  regiment. 

"  October. — This  Copenhagen  affair  is  a  villanous  job, 
but  not  being  a  minister  what  is  it  to  me.  I  am  glad  Lady 
Hester  Stanhope  is  near  you  :  she  is  a  warm-hearted  woman. 
Is  it  true  that  Whitelock  is  to  be  shot  ?  He  ought  to  be,  but 
it  is  a  shocking  thing  for  his  family :  however,  the  blood  of 
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hundreds  is  on  his  head !     The  following  epigroia  haa  been 
vrilten  oti  liim  by  a  lady  at  Balh. 

"  To  kno*  the  true  diinfrtiill!  this  ronxim  preTsils — 
The  cDcb  >  white  feather  have  «ct  En  their  Inils: 
Shonld  B  pcaeral  turn  they  in  future  will  «out  him 
Anil  Bvoar  that  a  Whitctock  in  Hometvhcre  alioul  liim. 

"  There  is  a  very  pretty  widow,  niece  to  the  pftymaster, 
Dome  unongst  llie  50lh.  She  is  only  twenty-two.  Now 
Dcvcr  to  niiirry  any  but  ii  widow  hfl3  been  n  vow  of  mine, 
ini]  hero  is  one  to  luy  baud !  She  is  a  pretty  thing  as  a  man 
conld  wi.ih  to  see,  and  a  widow  I  am  bent  on. 

"  Ntiv. — There  is  a  report  that  Oapt.  William  Napier  has 
taken  sixty  prisoners!  But  it  is  said  also  that  the  poor 
l^lrd  had  twelve  men  hanged;  and  Lord  Calhcarl  said 
twnuiy  successful  campaigns  cannot  wipe  off  their  disgrace ! 
He  praises  the  GormanB  highly.  Now  if  the  -13rd  has  be- 
haved 6o  ill,  it  is  the  fault  of  General  Bichard  Stewart,  their 
lato  Ii  elite  limit- colonel.  Nevertheless,  if  they  have  behaved 
«o  ill  Lord  Cathcart  is  right  to  stigmatize  them;  but  he 
talks  Donsenso  if  he  thinks  those  Hanoverians  are  equal  to 
English tnon.  I  wish  the  fule  of  England  lay  on  the  issue 
balwccn  five  thou&aud  of  them  and  the  43rd  alone ! " 

Tliis  Biory  of  the  43rd,  was  a  curious  illustration  of  the 
tnanncr  in  which  characters  of  regiments  as  well  as  of  iodi- 
lidDale  arc  at  times  blasted  in  England  by  lying  envious 
laeii,  playing  on  the  credulity  of  b  Lory -mongers.  That  Lord 
t'libcnrl  irver  spoke  thus  of  the  43rd,  or  in  any  way  inju- 
Buoaly  of  that  regimeul,  is  probably  as  false  as  the  assertion 
of  twelve  mcii  having  been  hanged:  not  one  man  was  exe- 
euied !  The  stoty  was  ibunded  on  an  isolated  fact.  Two 
•olditTS  of  lbs  regiment,  one  a  black  musician,  a  deserter 
from  the  French ;  the  other  a  deserter,  as  he  afterwards  ac- 
knowl edged,  from  a  ship  of  war,  outraged  a  woman,  and  were 
)n«iuitly  discovered  and  tried  by  a  general  court-niartinl- 
lliey  Were  i;ondcmned.  but  the  proceedings  went  homo,  for 
MiQtirm align,  and  were  declared  by  the  judges  illegal :  1 
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men  tlma  escaped,  but  the  matter  was  mentioDed         

House  of  Commons,  with  the  usaal  errors  of  would-be  ora- 
tors, to  Ihedetriraent  of  the  regiment.  The  truth  shttll  therefore 
be  liere  recorded,  with  ibe  peremptory  tone  due  to  the  farae 
of  as  noble  a  regiment  as  ever  bore  arms;  a  regiment  that 
has  the  glory  of  twenty  successful  cnmpaipns  playing  around 
its  colours,  and  no  stigraa  to  wipe  away.  Its  conduct  in 
Denmark  was  immaculate.  Many  regiments  of  many  nations 
tlie  writer  of  this  work  has  seen  in  the  field,  and  witnessed 
miiny  instances  of  exemplary  conduct ;  but  never,  not  even 
with  the  43rd  itself,  singularly  steady  as  its  coroer  afterwards 
always  was  in  all  situations,  did  he  ever  see  euch  entire  and 
perfect  negation  of  wrong-doing  as  the  men  and  officei 
that  regiment  exhibited  in  the  Copenhagen  campaign, 
the  ground  immediately  oronnd  that  capital  was  rendei 
waste  by  the  besieging  corps,  under  the  eyes  of  the  gel 
commanding;  but  where  the  43rd  was  quartered,  a  little  be- 
yond the  actual  circle  of  attack,  was  an  oasis.  Not  the 
most  trifling  article  was  there  disturbed,  and  so  stricily  waB 
discipline  enforced,  that  one  soldier,  though  a  good  man, 
received  twenty-five  lashes,  for  plucking  a  few  cherries  off  a 
tree  standing  in  front  of  his  quartoi-s 

As  to  the  sixty  prisoners,  noticed  in  the  correi 
above,  there  is  also  n  new  but  true  tale  to  be 
them.  A  company  of  the  43rd,  under  the  writer  of 
being  separated  from  tlic  rest  of  the  regiment,  acted  on  the 
right  of  the  army  at  what  was  called  the  battle  of  Kioge. 
General  Leinsingen,  a  name  well  known  to  the  readers  of  tie 
celebrated  William  Cobbett's  register,  commanded,  and  the 
following  atrocities  were  perpetrated  under  the  name  of 
fighting.  Advancing  through  a  thick  wood,  the  Hanoverian 
red  skirmishers,  not  their  green,  were  in  front  and  a  heavy 
firo  wjis  beard  although  no  enemy  was  perceived  ;  dead 
were  however  soon  come  upon,  one  or  two  having 
none  had  musquels,  and  it  was  evident  that  a 
poor  peasonla  was  taking  place.     At  the  foot  of 
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^^Knnliappy  creatares;  tlieyhadclimljed  It  to  hide  and  were 
^^Bt  down.  Five  were  dead,  the  sixth  still  alive  hut  mortnlly 
^^HniFled,  and  the  upper  pnrt  of  his  arm  being  broken,  the 
^^Sdb  was  driven  half  a  foot  out  through  the  flesh  from  the 
Wl  I     Everj-  British  soldier  shuddered  at  the  cruelly. 

Next  doy  a  large  village  was  occupied,  and  there  General 

I^iasingpD  set  some  soldiers  to  dabble  in  a  cotntoon  sewer 

for  DioneT,  said  to  be  hidden;  and  he  excited  others  with 

liwldcrs  to  enter  a  church  by  the  roof,  the  doora  being  too 

stroug  to  break  open :  the  writer  of  this  work  saw  him  in 

ilip  streets  without  hia  bat,  stimulating  the  men.     All  this 

lime  the  43rd  remained  immovably  abstinent,  with  exception 

"I  one  man,  who  obeyed  the  general's    call   to   search  the 

-■"cr:  he  was  intitautly  recalled  by  bis  captain,  who  es- 

;  '?5ed  to  General  Leinsingen,  in  terms  scarcely  reconcile- 

' '"  with  discipline,  his  disgust  and  determtnalion  to  rejoin 

I-  regiment.     He  was  not  opposed,  and  all  the  prisoners 

'■■  K  tiled  put  under  liis  charge,  with  orders  to  take  them  to 

lnwl-quaners :  not  sixty,  but  lour  hundred  were  given  over. 

I'm  what  prisoners  ?   More  than  three  hundred  were  women 

v.u]  decrepit  men  !     Few  were  able  to  boar  amis !     With 

■li'  column  a  march  of  three  days  was  made  iiorosB  the 

■  "uutr^-  guided  by  rlie  churches,  which  in  Zealand  are  all  on 
n-iag  kiiolls  and  s<?en  from  afar.   Hourly  the  poor  prisoners 

k     W«d  out.  There  is  my  village,  my  house !    and  when  they 

I     fid  10,  the  women  and  old  men  were  released:  the  column 

I      na  thus  reduced  to  sixty  young  men  who,  perhaps,  bore 

iirme,  hut  did  not  appear  to  have  done  so. 

b  iKdIS  Portugal  and  Spain  rose  agninst  Napoleon,  an 

■  vi'nt  which  excited  the  martini  ardour  of  the  British  army 
■Imosi  to  madness,  but  at  first  brought  no  relief  for  tlie 
"I'inotonotia  life  under  which  Charles  Napier  was  pining. 
"ir  John  Moore  was  then  recalled  from  Sicily  with  a  largo 
I  rte,  which  had  been  there  raised  by  him  to  the  highest 

■  iw  uf  discipline  for  service ;  yet  the  minister's  design  was 
I       I"  have  made  them  escort  the  royal  family  of  Portugal  to 
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the  Brazils !      Contrary  winds  and  other  accidents  baffled 
that  miserable  scheme,  projected  to  prevent  Moore  having 
the  command   of  the   army  they  were  preparing  for  the 
Peninsula :    nevertheless  the  pitiful  object  was  pursued  by 
sending  him  to  Sweden  without  plan,  or  instructions  on 
which  he  could  act,  thus  placing  him  at  the  disposal  of  a 
mad  monarch,  and  risking  the  destruction  of  the  fine  army 
he  commanded.     And  so  intent  were  they  on  this  intrigne, 
that  when  he,  having  saved  his  army  by  a  rare  sagacity  and 
firmness,  came  back  before  their  sclierae  was  ripe,  they  in- 
sulted him  and  placed  two  men,  unknown  as  generals,  over 
his  head.      Nevertheless  this  expedition  was  supposed  by 
the  public  to  be  designed  for  real  service,  and  when  the 
Ist  battalion  of  the  60th  was  ordered  to  join  the  troops 
going  to  Portugal,  Charles  Napier's  feelings  became  almost 
unendurable.     However,  a  vent  was  now  opened  for  the 
raging  fierceness  of  the  army,   and  it  was  full  time,  in- 
action had  become  intolerable.      The   soldiers,   maddened 
by  the  monotony  of  drill,  and  the  ferocity  of  a  discipline 
disgracing  civilization,   sought  by*  a    variety  of   devices, 
evincing  extraordinary  resolution   and   subtlety,  to  escape 
from  their  unhappiness.     Amongst  other  modes  they  created 
a  bastard  ophthalmia,  which  ruined  many  hundreds  of  the 
finest  men,  and  for  a  long  time  baffled  the  medical  officers, 
both  ns  to  cause  and  cure.     Finally  it  was  discovered,  that 
a  soldier  of  the  28th  was  the  originator ;  that  he  had  taught 
the  patient  to  hold  his  eyelids  open,  while  a  comrade  scraped 
lime  from  the  barrack  ceiling  into  his  eyes !     Inflammation 
was  then  kept  up  by  other  means,  the  disease  became  con- 
tagious, and  the  result  was  terrible :  thousands  of  the  finest 
men  were  lost  to  the  service. 

»  "  Ashford,  February. — As  to  Moore's  putting  me  on  the 
quartcrmaster-generars  staff,  dearest  mother,  he  cannot; 
his  interest  would  of  course  be  great,  but  I  have  no  right 
to  ask  for  it :  nor  would  that  be  a  proper  way.  As  to  being 
placed  as  my  father  was,  it  is  as  impossible  as  to  be  made 
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commaiider  in  chief,  Tim  system  of  tlie  department  is 
now  difterenl ;  nvii  so  mnny  are  fit,  and  so  many  more  tliink 
llifmselves  fit,  nnd  so  mFiny  iire  employed,  tlmt  the  situation 
■<  m  fact  become  a  very  extensive  command,  and  is  generally 
.'•in  to  lie  11  ton  ant- col  on  els  who  are  favourites  at  the  Horse 
' :  iiitrds,  AH  i  wiinl  is  the  name,  and  leave  of  absence,  with 
p>-rmissJOu  to  go  aoywliere.  That  favour  would  not  be  great, 
ud  Oenernl  Fox  is  the  right  person  to  get  it  granted :  but ! 
don't  want  to  go  to  India. 

**  Marcb. — Oar  men  have  got  the  ophthalmia  very  badly, 
lad  aro  dying  fast  also  from  inOitmmation  of  the  bings, 
tans«d  by  th«  coldness  of  the  weather  and  had  barracks: — 
in  some  onaes  typhus  supervenes,  but  is  not  contagious. 
Thav  is  no  mgiug  fever,  cold  alone  is  the  canse,  yet  tlie 
meiQ  go  off  tJtrbo  or  four  a  day :  no  officer  suffers,  they 
•w  warmer.  Yon  have,  of  course  dear  mother,  by  this 
QDid  got  my  lungs  into  a  high  state  of  iuflammation, 
tDd  put  oat  botti  my  eyes:  you  shall  be  duly  informed 
vhtm  t)>e  typhus  begins,  or  if  I  am  to  go  off  with  a  good 
[lulse.  The  people  are  vei7  disagreeable  to  ua  soldiers, 
but  we  are  taking  John  Ball  in  bis  own  way.  Some 
people  attacked  the  14th  Driigoona  for  keeping  hounds,  and 
pnnvDtcd  their  burning.  In  return  they  indicted  the  roada, 
pal  tbcir  enemies  to  an  e.'cpenoe  of  fifieen  hundred  pounds, 
pulled  down  two  mills  built  too  noar  tlie  highway,  and  ihua 
tiia|,'ht  the  ffeiitn  that  if  they  push  law  to  extremity  for 
ihfie«  we  con  do  so  likewise. 

"Aeliford,  Apfil. — I  have  been  reading  the  Lil  of  the 
fiteu  Cond£  by  the  present  prince.  It  is  eulert  unin^  and 
the  writing  piineo  seems  lo  be  a  sensible,  vtrtuons  man 
KfliBious  bm  not  bigoted:  this  is  shewn  by  his  Laulion  in 
tpfukin^  of  Oondiis  religious  principles.  His  natural  ad 
mir&tion  makes  him  bestow  more  praise  on  his  ancestors 
utiuas  than  ttii^y  would  extract  IVom  others  :  be  tsnevertlie- 
iiM  tinpnriinl,  and  finds  fault.  But  his  extravagant  pride 
^Jf  fery  diverting,     lie  thinks  a  prince  of  the  blood  must 
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be  above  all  things  on  God's  earth,  escept  the  kiug :  W^M 
ther,  that  this  invaliiahle  qnaliScation  and  ConJii's  fiiipport 
of  his  dignity,  are  two  of  llie  hero's  greatest  perfectiouB. 
lie  indeed  concludes  ihat  tliese  exalted  morlaU  must  oko 
ftei  bonnd  to  deserve  their  rank;  but  the  great  attnchnieDt 
to  birlh  which  his  book  evinces  is  new  to  me  in  a  living 
man;  and  coQiiidering  tiis  situation  now  is  certiuuly  re- 
markable. It  is  impossible  not  to  feel  contempt  for  a  pei^on 
who  in  tliis  age  retains  the  barbarous  and  ridiculous  pride 
of  former  times :  yet  our  own  laws  slil!  assist  in  supporting 
it  by  their  restiictions  as  t«  the  marriages  of  the  princes  and 
princesses.  The  groat  Cond6  was  a  bad  pohtician  enough, 
and  though  certainly  a  good  general,  and  a  great  man,  was 
very  inferior  to  Turenne.  His  oiinracter  is  very  interesting, 
but  my  desire  is  to  read  some  account  with  less  of  panegyric, 
suspecting  his  genius  is  made  more  of  than  it  will  hear. 
The  barrack  office  have  at  last  sent  down  fresh  bedding  for 
the  soldiers  now  that  ao  many  are  dead,  and  that  the  mild 
weather  makes  it  of  little  consequence  to  the  Uvingl 
are  very  kind  and  humane ! 

"  April. — I  began  a  letter  to  congratulate  Goloael  Doj 

on  the  acquisition  of  a  wife  in  Miss  Le  Clerc,  who  has  as 
excellent  head  which  is  common,  and  an  excellent  heart 
which  is  uncommon,  I  have  made  no  progress,  and  sus- 
pecting he  has  found  out  those  things  himself  roust  leave  the 
matter  to  the  Bisliopof  Chichester's  sister;  who,  if  she  has 
any  regard  for  me,  will  write  a  treatise  on  congratulations, 
condolences,  tea  visitings,  thumb  tnirlings  and  mono- 
syllables. Slie  should  give  it  the  title  of  Compendious 
Propriety  dedicating  it  to  Aunt  Conolly,  one  of  the  few 
who,  with  a  perfect  conlempt  for  decorum  has  the  com 
practise  it.  What  can  I  write  about  hut  propriety,  i 
corum  ?  George  will  he  soon  off  on  an  expedition  and 
haps  WiUiam  :  but  I,  miserable  militia-man  that  I  am,  shsQ 
never  move  till  the  1st  battalion  is  in  some  detestable;  island 
or  garrison,  A  letter  says  they  expect  to  go  to  the  West  L 
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ttio  Brazila :  would  that  old  Niek  had  America  from  Cape 
Horn  to  Baffin's  Bay.  Odds  devilments  I  wnnt  to  go  to 
Sweden!  Wliy  may  not  I  be  mad  as  well  as  Charles  the 
TwclfUi  ?  ■ 

At  this  period  Cliarles  Stanhope,  Mr.  Pitt's  nephew,  be- 
came youngest  major  of  the  50th,  and  a  frieudiihip  quickly 
^MHDg  Up  between  these  neitr  relations  of  the  great  rival 
^^■(Dn:  Bide  by  side  in  war  the  yuun^  men  wure  placed, 
^^Kdestined,  too  soon,  to  be  divided  again  by  the  sword. 
^^Bfiytho,  May. — I  rode  here,  dear  mother,  tins  moraing, 
^^Bee  poor  Sturgeon,  who  has  lost  his  little  wife  at  last,  the 
^Hbotlied  of  Emmet,  hot  on  coming  thought  it  better  not. 
^¥oaag  Gnrron  is  here,  his  sister  was  gone  before  he  arrived. 
Tiiey  are  going  to  take  the  body  to  Ireland.     Mrs.  Stur- 
geon waa  past  hope  when  she  first  came ;  she  seemed  a  per- 
^^te  ghost,  and  could  not  speak  without  stopping  to  get 
^^Hitb  nt  every  word.     Much  do  1  wish  poor  Sturgeon  could 
^Ipt  on  tax  expedition,  poor  fellow  !     He  bcurs  his  sorrow  loo 
tdl  to  forget  it  easily  :  but  service  would  employ  his  mind. 
tnd  be  would  then  have  a  chance  of  being  set  free  from 
misery,  or  at  least  the  hope  of  it,  for  the  chance  would  be 
tlie  same.     The  endeavour  to  get  killed,  even  if  not  suc- 
msfiil,  would  save  him  much  anguish,  and  by  the  end  of 
n  campaign  the  bilteriiess  of  grief  might  subside.    Yet  he 
«iiuld  be  better  pleased  to  fall,  the  world  to  bim  is  void ; 
had  bis  child  lived  he  would  have  some  interest  in  hfe. 
Ho  is  U}  be  pitied,  and  if  they  should  let  liim  go  to  Sweden 
W  year's  active  employment  might  make  hfe  worth  keeping. 
■  feehngu  may  however  be  dilferent,  and  that  indolence  of 
if  which  can  bear  retirement  anil  quiet  may  be  his  turn, 
igh  to  me  incomprehensible.     My  disposition  is  to  like 
ment  nt  nil  times,  except  wheu  in  sorrow ;  then  I  long 
kiueresting  pursuits,  duty  or  danger,  or  the  core  of  otbers 
•Wi  I  love,  Bometliing  equal  to  rousing  me.     Trifles  are 
not  u>  bo  borne  in  grief,  and  something  of  interest  can 
limjB  be  found.     Therefore  I  shall  always  be  able  to  hear 
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grief,  nnd  rejoice  in  a  disposition  whicli  prepnres  for  I 
pain  we  are  nl!  destined  to  lifur  in  life,  aud  which  it  isw 
nesa  to  be  tenifled  at,  altiioujjb  requiring  a  full  exerlJoi 
strength  to  moeL" 

The  fi»llowiDg  extract  touching  tbe  surgery  of  the  ^ 
redfipins  llie  cliaracter  of  Sangntdo. 

"  May. — The  soldiers  have  got  pneumonia  at  Tlyilie.  t 
are  dying  as  fast  ns  we  foliiB  nt  Aabford.     Only  think  of 
tlie  surgeon  taking  from  one  man  in  twenly-fimr  Im 
hundred  and  sixty  ounces  of  biood.  and  he  is  i 
They  say  bleeding  to  death   is   the   best  way  of  i 
tbem ! 

"June. — Moore  will  hardly  be  able  to  attack  Cronst 
but  a  sudden  thing  ofien  succeeds  with  bttlc  bloodshwl,  and 
you  must  be  quiet  and  iiwait  tbe  event;  and  d<»ar  in  other, 
B8  thinking  witl  do  no  good,  let  us  say  no  more,  but  hope  to 
see  George  hack  with  his  bellyful  of  ligbling.  We  are  going 
to  send  arma  to  Spain,  we  had  better  send  legs ;  however  il 
is  but  fair  to  help  tbem  to  be  killed  as  they  like.  fl^H 
papers  say  Moore  is  still  at  Goiienhurg.  mothinka  bo  ^^M 
soon  return."  ^^| 

Being  now  at  the  bond  of  a  battalion,  he  accepted  tin 
duties  with  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility,  ns  the  following 
terrible  letter  will  shew.  Tlie  disgusting  ferocity  of  disci- 
pline  Uien  common,  has,  ihnnks  to  ptiblio  opinion,  en- 
lightened and  stirred  up  to  the  holy  work  by  Sir  Francis 
Burdett's  generous  indignation,  been  abolished :  soldiers 
cannot  now  be  scour;^ed  until  their  hindebones  are  laid  bare 
and  while  as  tliose  of  a  skeleton  !  The  punishment  iioiiued 
in  this  letter  was  not  then  accounted  ciuel,  it  was  a  medium 
infliction;  and  bis  anxiety,  if  known,  was  more  iikcly  to 
have  excited  contempt  than  ejTnpatJiy ;  to  siicb  a  dtiptli  of 
ferocity  will  habit,  enforced  by  brutal  power,  sink  the  noblfl 
minds.  Yet  there  was  even  then  a  secret 
and  horror  amongst  tbe  tliinkiog  portion  of  the  army  : 
Toioes  were  at  times  heard,  like  distant  echoes  to  Bm 
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"June  1801^. — Ynu  know  my  antipatliy  to  flogginff :  you 

Bov  tbat  it  is  uuconi^ueruble.     1 1  bcgou  from  hutred  of  tlie 

gbUAnd  it  disgust,  not  yet  goue,  lliuugL  Iiabit  reconciles 

Klo  bumble  GightB.     This  niitipnlliy  gnins  streu gib  from 

plo  sod  reflson,  ns  I  am  cunvliiced  it  couid  be  dis- 

fSMl  T?itb.      Siill,   as  other  severe  punishmeDts  do  not 

Kis  our  army,  we  must  use  torture  in  some  cases,  until 

ititDto  IB  given  by  our  government.     Marlt  this  narra- 

A  robbery  vras  committed  iu  the  regiment  and  tlie 

(  Wiui  discovcreU  in  a  few  hours,  for  men  seldom  suffer 

a  OQ  iliuir  own  sooiety :  uo  KolUier  cau  rob  another 

hoDt  discovery.     I  resolved  to  make  a  severe  example. 

k  fiecaase  vie  are  chiefly  composed  of  boys,  and  if   the 

iitt  of  robbery  were  not  made  terrible,  llie  tempt- 

u  of  gold  and  impunity  might  have  a  great  edect  on 

Efmiods.     2".  Bucause  it  was  only  justice.     The  man  is 

1  pardoned  deserter  and  a  hardened  villain,  very  little  do- 

swring  of  pity ;  and  the  soldier  he  robbed  was  a  comrade  who 

[mt  entire  confidence  in  hinj.     It  was  altogether  a  villanoiis 

aSiiiT.  niid  I  made  a  great  stir  when  the  matter  was  reported, 

IFiving  the  men  lo  believe  I  would  drink  tbt-  very  blood  of  the 

oSiiiidcr,  and  flog  the  whole  regiment  unless  the  rubber  and 

hin  nccompliees  were  discovered.     Officers  and  men  were 

Ihu  worked  up,  and  the  grenadiers,  he  was  one  of  them, 

n  cleared  iheir  honour  by  producing  him.     He  was  sen- 

a  nine  hundred  la»hes.     There  wa3  not  one  positive 

r  lllft  robberj',  bU  was  presumptive  evidence ;  but  I 

.  him  with  breaubes  of  discipline,  which  could  be 

,  Rud  my  resolve  was  lo  punish,  or  not,  according 

J  »«n  judgment,  a  commanding  officer  being  in  truili 

"Two  days  I  look  to  cunsidt-r  every  oiroiimstance,  ihink- 
he  should  be  afl^rwurds  proved  innocent,  it  would  be 
able  to  have  bestowed  nine  hundred  lashes  wrong- 
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fiilly.  However  tbe  tiling  appeoreJ  so  clear  my  mJnd  4 
finally  made  op  ;  yet  entirely  for  the  good  of  olhers  and 
ngainat  my  feelings.  If  mistiiken  in  my  judgment  there  was 
Dothing  to  tnx  conscience  with,  for  deebion  is  absolutely 
necessary  amongst  troops.  The  man  thought  me  liis  deadly 
foe,  whereas  he  had  not  such  a  powerful  advocate  in  the 
Rtirrison ;  for  every  one  was  ontrageous  against  him,  ' 
in  my  mind  there  was  not  an  atom  of  anger. 

"  Yesterday  he  was  flogged  in  the  square,  where,  no  loi 
appearing  angry,  I  said  part  of  the  punishment  should  t 
remitted  if  he  would  tell  of  his  accomplices;  that  torturti 
would  make  him  speak,  and  the  money  would  prove  hia 
truth ;  it  would  therefore  be  better  for  his  accomplices  l« 
confess  and  be  produced.  No  one  spoke.  Wlien  he  had 
received  two  hundred  lashes  he  was  promised  pardon,  if  he 
told  where  the  money  was.  No!  God  ia  heaven  was  his 
witness  he  was  innocent;  many  a  man  prayed  for  my  honour 
who  was  guilty  of  many  bad  things,  spare  him  in  God's 
name  who  was  innocent !  In  this  manner  he  went  on, 
I  was  inexorable :  and  it  is  hardly  credible  that  he  receiTis) 
six  hundred  lashes,  given  in  the  most  severe  manner,  and 
which  he  showed  he  ielt  with  that  acute  sense  of  pniu  tliat 
some  men  have  not,  the  whole  time  calling  God  and  ibe 
saints  to  witness  his  innocence,  praying  for  denth  In  relieve 
him.  It  reiiuircd  great  resolution  to  remain  inflexible, 
but  it  was  necessary.  Was  I  right  in  thinking  hiiu  guilty. 
then  it  was  right  to  do  what  was  done.  Was  I  wrong,  then 
my  misfortune  could  not  be  greater  merely  from  giving 
more  pain ;  and  unless  I  went  to  tbe  full  extent  it  must  bti 
wrong,  because  it  would  evince  doubt,  and  with  doubtq 
a  lash  should  have  been  given.  Feeling  right  I  was  f 
but  at  six  hundred  lashes  he  wns  token  down,  with  J 
seemingly  brutal  intentioa  of  dogging  him  again  on  a  || 
healed  back,  which  ia  in  a  commanding  officer's  power  ti 
and  the  greatest  torture  possible.  He  wns  told  it  sbonMl 
so  unless  he  confessed  in  tbe  interim,  and  directions  1 
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C-Ten  thnt  he  should  be  kept  solitary  to  lower  his  spirits. 
My  troubles  were  soon  over :  pain,  lowness,  iind  the  people 

iplojed  to  frighten  him  succeeded,  he  confessed  all,  and 
where  the  money  was  bid. 

July. — They  say  Lord  Moim  is  to  command  the  expe- 
to  Spain,  Ansiruther  is  going,  everybody  is  going  but 
ilh  my  untoward  luck  I  ought  not  to  serve.  Will 
ynu  let  me  know  if  you  hear  of  any  majority  of  miliiia 
ntmt,  for  il  is  better  to  be  one  thing  or  t'  other  at  once. 
ItM  Qo  prospect  of  adversity  to  try  Napoleon's  genius,  but 
•  great  prospect  of  fresh  laurels,  and  as  much  patriots' 
iiluod  as  will  make  rich  land  and  good  crops  in  Hpain,  where 
ill  is  noise  and  bubble :  the  slaughter  of  the  patriots  is  the 
(Hily  substantial  thing,  and  that  will  continue  to  he  so.  Still 
« sre  bound  to  help  them,  poor  people.  We  have  not  in- 
liwd  ruined  them  by  our  intrigues,  we  are  guiltless  of  their 
blnoil.  but  I  would  rather  see  England  sink  with  them  than 
frfuse  her  aid  in  so  noble  a  cause.  Let  her  trust  home 
'"  my  brother  militia-men,  and  send  her  soldiers,  to  the  last 
niin,  into  Spain  :  we  may  succeed ;  God  only  knows,  and  He 
i>  Ijeyond  our  ken.  That  we  shall  make  some  blunder  is  my 
"fnuion,  we  always  do ;  but  the  fate  of  Spain  and  Europe  is 

'lUi-d  beforeband  and  we  shall  do  as  fate  ordains.  Those 
'lilt'  Spaniards  are  to  be  liked,  and  it  is  fitting  we  should 
tnll  with  them  rather  than  leave  them  without  help.  I 
Wb  beard  no  military  man's  opinion  yet,  but  it  appears 
iMJncss  to  make  diversions  as  tliey  call  them  ;  if  they  in- 
"■nd  U)  fight,  let  fifty  thousand  men  be  sent,  and  all  the 
iilfi(*r»  who  speak  the  language  to  form  their  men.  We 
li»vfl  bal  one  chance,  which  is  to  annihilate  the  French 
iraij  in  Spain  before  suocoura  can  cross  the  Pyrenees : 
'lilt  this  requires  a  rapidity  of  action  which  we  never  exert, 
»!l!i<iiigh  wo  have  the  power. 

"WliT  should  we  attempt  Italy  ?  if  we  succeed  in  Spain 
''<  *ill  In;  llifi  best  diversion  in  favour  of  Italy  ;  for  Napoleon 
"ill  draw  troops  from  there  and  the  north  to  restore  his 
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power :  tLeu  will  Le  tlie  tirae  for  attacking  liim  nenrtr  liome 
.  If  1(0  lenves  £rest,  defenceless,  as  be  has  often  done,  w 
f  ODuM  strike  n  blow,  wbich  you  have  ollen  licard  of,  befon 
he  could  lielp  Jiimself.  In  this  mode  we  migbl  holp  our 
selves,  bnt  bis  arms  will  crush  everytbins:  in  Spain  iLal  iliej 
can  reach.  Nevertheless  a  hostile  population  is  a  poweiful 
weapon  and  no  miin  can  eav  what  it  will  etTeot." 

It  is  remarkable  that  these  objections  to  an  Italian  di- 
version were  precisely  those  advanced  by  Wellington  in  1818, 
when  the  project  wns  renewed  by  Lord  William  UeDlincii 
and  the  ministers.     The  stroke  at  Brest  was  a  fnvoiint« 
project  with  tus  father,  and,  according  M  Llie  fiui.'king1iaii] 
Memoirs,  General  Simcoe  also  proposed  that  enterprise,  bol 
Lord  Grenville  at  once  pronounced  it  to  be  impracticable. 
The  arrogant  ignorance,  as  to  military  affairs,  wliicb  tli«tB 
marked  the  govemnieDt,  would  be  almost  incrtidiblo  if  it  had 
Dot   descended   with   full   darkness   upon   the  Newcastlee, 
Sydney  Herberts  and  Panmurcs.     Formerly  it  excited  tlia 
disgust  of  SimcoB,  Lord  Moira,  Abercrombie,  Sir  Charles 
Stuart,  Moore  and  Wellington ;    in  the  present  time  the 
disgust  of  the  whole  world.     At  both  periods  War !  Wat  I 
has  been  shouted  with  the  ferocity  and  violence  of  savages; 
and  yet  conducted  with  more  than  the  ignorance  of  h«- 
barinus,  so  far  as  the  gcivemmenls  have  been  concerned. 
Here,  aa  connected  with  the  subject,  it  may  be  permitted 
[.to  observe,  that  the  noble  editor  of  the  Memoirs  in  questJoD 
^  has  assailed  the  authenticity  of  a  passage  in  the  present 
writer's  Histoid  of  the  Peninsular  War,  which  imputes  to  the 
Grey  and  Grenville  administration  the  collecting  of  tioope 
at  Cork  for  conquest  in   South  America.     Ue  says  tbni 
ministry  had  terminated  six  months  before,  and  there  was 
no  proof  of  such  design.     My  authority  was  tl]e  Duke  of 
.  Welhngtfln,  who  positively  and  emphatically,  and  with  dft- 
n  pressed  the  fact,  knowing  the  use  that  would  bo  mode 
r  his  communication. 
The  fourth  epoch  of  Charles  Napier's  life  eholl  now  1^ 
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'iTininaicil  witli  a  lettor.  not  addressed  to  his  moLher  but 
lini^ed  for  ber  support  ander  severe  mental  depression; 
f'Tshc  was  ill  uneasy  worldly  circumstances,  menaced  with 
i"T^  bliDdnees,  and  had  recently  lost  her  husband,  her 
! ritlier,  and  her  youngest  child,  a  beniUifiil  givl,  recalled  to 
'  «vn  when  just  entering  on  womanhood.  All  iliis  had 
Wallrn  her  also  when  four  of  her  sons  were  exposed  to  the 
ilui^'re  of  a  war,  become  so  inTetemtc  that  to  ^pealc  of 
peace  without  extermination  of  enemies  was  to  raise  a  sub- 
fioion  of  treason ;  certainly  she  needed  support,  and  if  it  was 
giien  roughly  it  was  because  he  could  not  console. 

"Soptcmbor.^I  am  glad  yon  are  with  mother,  my  dear 
^'illintn.  Tell  her  there  is  no  reason,  when  she  calls  hfe  a 
nnjey,  why  the  truTeller  should  bo  or  appear  to  he  indif- 
'  'M  to  the  objects  around,  or  neglect  the  welfare  of  other 
■iiTllers.  Why  should  wo  give  up  all  duties,  and  the 
''  i^ng  and  enjoying  the  good  given  h  a  great  duty,  he- 
'■>*-■  God  takes  away  one  gift?  Such  reasoning  would,  if 
■■■"ml  shonlii  be  taken  away,  lead  to  her  becoming  entirely 
'.  iv-nible:  it  would  lend  to  despair !  Often  do  I  hear  her 
ii'l  'iiliets  say,  people  lire  resigned!  What  in  God's  name 
I  iti«¥  nnll  n'signalinn  ?  It  is  not  in  their  power  to  save, 
'  iljcy  must  bear :  hut  if  giving  way  to  grief,  or  giving  up 
I  -")),'le  duty,  or  altering  in  any  respect,  save  for  improve- 
'it.  is  adopted,  then  I  know  not  what  tlieir  resignation 

ms,  for  to  let  misfortune  tura  ua  into  automatons  is  not 

■■'1  rvsignalion.  I  am  glad  they  are  all  to  be  together, 
r  wouit-u  are  generally  frighted  when  alone:  when  there 
'■  not  mi-n  in  their  circle,  they  should  herd  together,  for 
'niiiliers  will  supply  the  place  of  men.  It  requires  the 
"'jlaiion  of  Aunt  Conolly  to  overcome  their  natural  foel- 
:i;  of  dependence  on  men ;  and  for  that  reason  my  feel- 
1'' BfT  more  comforiablo  when  she  is  with  those  I  love; 
"■ishki!  n  pilliir  that  we  know  will  not  break — may  God 
ii'  her  long  amouf^Ei  tis !  If  my  mother  would  occupy 
Ijjrstlf  by  making  Caroline  read  one  hour  every  evening, 
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and  not  allow  of  any  interruption,  she  would  feel  much  ba] 
pier  every  night ;  and  so  would  Caroline,  who  being  youD 
would  also  have  many  other  occupations." 

This  CaroUne  was  another  sister,  a  little  older  than  tl: 
deceased  Cecilia,  but  destined  to  follow  her  in  less  than  tw 
years  to  the  grave. 
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Fkom  the  visions  of  childhood  to  the  aspirations  of  man- 
bood,  Charles  Napier's  progress  has  been  presented  in  the 
preceding  pages  i^ithout  reserve ;  and  it  has  been  seen  that 
his  spirit  bent  very  gently  to  all  social  feelings :  it  was  not 
the  bending  of  weakness  though,  and  he  shall  now  be  shewn 
as  fierce  in  danger  and  as  strong  in  suffering  as  he  was  before 
tender  and  affectionate. 

After  the  battle  of  Vimiera  he  and  Stanhope  were  sud- 
denly called  to  join  his  1st  Battalion  at  Lisbon.  His  colo- 
nel, Walker,  then  obtained  leave  of  absence,  the  regiment 
fell  to  Napier,  and  with  a  marked  indication  of  personal 
fsteem,  Sir  J.  Moore  incorporated  it  in  the  army  going  to 
Spain,  having  previously  rejected  it  while  under  Walker, 
vhose  harsh  discipline  had  excited  his  anger.  It  is  well 
known  how  the  truly  great  and  ill-used  Moore  was  sent  into 
the  heart  of  Spain  by  incapable  ministers  to  find,  not 
annies,  nor  enthusiasm,  nor  energetic  government,  nor  mili- 
tary aid,  all  of  which  he  had  been  promised ;  but  in  their 
stead  the  greatest  military  genius  of  the  world  before  him, 
with  troops  so  numerous  that  their  cavalry  alone  doubled 
his  whole  force.  It  is  known  also  with  what  a  mastery  of 
var  be  extricated  himself  ^om  that  raging  storm  of  war ; 
^th  what  firmness  he  conducted  liis  retreat;  and  how, 
toning  at  ConiTia,  he  ended  his  glorious  life  amid  the  fires 
of  victory. 

Baring  the  retreat  Charles  Napier,  serving  in  Lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinck's  brigade,  so  justified  the  favour  of  Moore, 
that  the  50th'8  ranks  were  full  at  the  battle  of  Coruua — and 
poiasant  was  the  shock  with  which  they  met  the  greatest 
ianiling  French  column  on  that  fatal  field,  driving  it  back 
vith  fire  and  steel  beneath  the  eyes  of  the  general,  who  with 
ooltant  applause  gave  instant  orders  to  support  the  impetu- 
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ous  counter  stroke.  Had  those  orders  been  obeved  Souk's 
army  would  have  been  lost,  but  just  then  the  heroic  Moore 
fell,  and  error  followed  when  the  presiding  spirit  was  gone. 
The  50th  was  not  supported,  and  fighting  amongst  lanes^ 
houses  and  vineyards,  was  scattered  in  small  bands,  when 
fresh  enemies  came  down  to  overwhelm  the  broken  ranks. 
Stanhope  was  killed,  and  Charles  Napier,  covered  with 
wounds,  was  carried  off  a  prisoner:  far  in  advance,  and 
hidden  by  inequalities  of  ground,  his  desperate  contentioa. 
was  unobserved,  and  was  in  the  dispatches  unnoticed ;  but 
the  following  narrative  of  his  conduct  and  sufferings  wilL 
supply  the  deficiency :  it  was  written  afterwards  and  by  him 
marked,  as 

'*  MY   TART   IN   THE    BATTLE    OF   CORUNA,    AND    THAT  OF 

JOHN    HENNESSY." 

"On  the  IGth  of  Jamuary,  1809,  the  British  army  was 
opposed  to  the  French  at  Corufia.  The  Imperial  troops, 
being  on  higher  ground,  hung  over  us  like  threatening 
clouds,  and  about  one  o'clock  the  storm  burst.  Our  line 
was  under  arms,  silent,  motionless,  yet  all  were  anxious  few 
the  appearance  of  Sir  John  Moore.  There  was  a  feeling 
that  under  him  we  could  not  be  beaten,  and  this  was  so 
strong  at  all  times  as  to  be  a  grcnt  cause  of  discontent 
during  the  retreat  wherever  he  was  not.  Where  is  the  gene- 
ral ?  was  now  heard  along  that  part  of  the  line  where  I  was, 
for  only  of  what  my  eyes  saw,  and  my  ears  heard,  do  I  speak. 
This  agitation  augmented  as  the  cries  of  men  stiicken  by 
cannon-shot  arose.  1  stood  in  front  of  my  left  wing  on  a 
knoll,  from  whence  the  gn^atest  part  of  the  field  could  be 
seen,  and  my  picquets  were  fifty  yards  below,  disputing  the 
ground  with  the  French  skirmishera:  but  a  heavy  French 
column,  which  had  descended  the  mountain  at  a  run,  was 
coming  on  behind  with  great  rapidity,  and  shouting  En 
avant,  tuo,  tue,  en  avant  tue !  their  cannon  at  the  same  time, 
plunging  from  above,  ploughed  the  ground  and  tore  onr 
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SudtleDly  I  lieord  the  gallop  of  liorsQs,  mid  luniing 

Moore.     Hv  coino  at  speed,  and  pulled  up  so  sltaip  anil 

diisB  lie  Ecetncd  to  bavu  aligiued  from  lli«  air ;  man  tmd 

lnuvf  kit>kiDg  ut  titc  iipproncltiug  i'oe  with  itn  iulensfuess 

itwmcd  to  coDucutruie  oil  feeling  iu  their  eyes.  Tiie  autl- 

slop  of  the  aoimiU,  a  cream-coloured  one  wiiii  bliiuk  toil 

tDHiiQ,  hod  cast  tbe  latter  streaming  forward,  its  ears 

pushtid  out  like  horns,  while  its  eyes  flashed  fire,  and 

Tied  loudly  with  expanded  nostrils.  cxpressiDg  terror, 

ii^iiniiut  luid  iDusculnr  exertion.     My  lirst  thought  was, 

he  away  like  tlio  wind  !  but  tht-u  1  looked  at  the  rider 

iLo  horse  was  forgotten.    Thrown  on  ite  haunciies  the 

sliding  and  dashing  tiio  dirt  up  with  its  fore 

Uni»  Iwading  the  Keuerul  forward  almost  to  its  neck, 

'^18  bcntl  was  thrown  back  and  bis  look  more  keenly 

Uinn  I  ever  before  saw  it.     Ue  glanced  to  thu  right 

ledt.  and  then  tixed  his  eyes  intently  on  tiiu  enemy's  ad- 

[g  column,  at  the  same  ume  graspin;^  ilie  reins  with 

his  hunds,  and  pressing  the  horse  hrmly  with  bis  knees : 

ly  tlius  seemed  to  deo]  with  the  nnimtil  while  his  mind 

it-niY,  and  his  aspect  was  one  of  search- 

itueuseness  beyond  the  power  of  words  to  describe :  lor 

vlAiv  he  Inoki^d,  and  tiicn  galloped  to  the  left  wiLhuiit 

i^i^nD;^  a  word. 

"  I  wu!kcd  to  the  right  of  my  regiment,  wiiere  the  French 
f  frotu  iho  villnge  of  Elvina  was  now  very  sharp,  and  our 
"■•laam  were  being  driven  in  by  the  attacking  column;  but 
^"rrti  retumt:d  to  the  left,  for  the  enemy's  guns  were  btiiking 
ivily  lliero,  and  bis  mubquctry  also  swept  down  many 
I'll.  Meeting  Stanhope,  1  ordered  him  to  the  rear  of  the 
Ai  wing,  bccausv  tlio  grouud  was  lower :  it  was  bis  place, 
was  tidl,  die  shot  dew  bi^h,  and  I  tbougbi  he  would  ba 
■fer.  Moun:  now  returned,  and  1  asked  liim  to  let  me 
Jiiiw  our  grenadiers,  who  were  losing  men  i'asi,  into  tlia 
"^^io^urcs  in  front.  No,  he  sold,  they  will  lire  on  our  own 
^cifueta  io  llio  village.     Sir,  our  piequetn  and  those  of  iba 


4ih  Regimeut  also,  were  driven  from  ihenoe  when  yoii  wcu 
to  die  left.  Were  tliey,  tlien  yuu  are  riglit,  send  ont  you 
grenadiers :  and  again  he  galloped  nway.  Turning  round 
saw  Cflplain  Clunes  oS  the  GOtL,  just  arrived  from  CuniFii 
Bud  said  to  liim,  Clunes  take  your  grenadJ ere  and  open  tli 
ball.  He  slalked  forward  alone,  IJke  Goliaili  bofure  tL 
Fliilistines,  fur  eix  feet  five  lie  was  in  lieigbt,  and  of  propoi 
donate  bulk  and  strength :  his  grenadiers  followed,  and  tho 
the  battle  began  on  our  side. 

"  Again  Sir  John  Moore  retomed,  and  was  talking  to  n 
when  a  round  shot  struck  the  ground  between  his  hone 
feet  and  mine.  The  horae  leaped  round,  and  1  nlso  ivnt 
mechanically,  but  Moore  forced  the  animal  back  and  taia 
me  if  I  was  hurl  ?  No  sir  !  Meanwhile  a  second  shot  bfl 
torn  off  die  leg  of  n  42ud  man,  who  screamed  hotriW; 
and  roiled  about  so  as  to  excite  agitation  and  alarm  wil 
odiers.  Tbe  general  said,  Tliis  is  nothing  my  lads,  kee 
your  ranks,  take  diat  man  away :  my  good  tellow  don't  ma! 
such  a  noise,  we  must  bear  those  things  better.  He  spol 
sharply,  hut  it  had  u  good  effect;  for  this  man's  cries  hn 
made  qn  opening  in  the  ranks,  and  the  men  shrunk  &oi 
ihe  spot,  although  they  bad  not  done  so  when  otliers  bi 
been  bit  who  did  not  cry  out.  But  again  Moore  wont  oi 
and  I  saw  him  no  more !  It  was  a  litUe  in  front  of  th 
spot  thai  lie  was  killed.  The  French  pointed  ont  the  plui 
to  me  tvu  mondis  afterwards.  There  it  was  he  refused  i 
let  them  take  off  bis  sword  when  it  hurt  his  wound!  thi 
dreadl'ul  wound  !  poor  fellow  !  Yet,  wby  poor  fellow  ?  ] 
deaili  to  be  regretttHl  wben  accompanied  by  victory,  glor 
uduiration  !  Bather  let  those  sigb  who  hve  and  rot,  dois 
nodiing.  atid  having  noiiiing  to  do,  until,  poor  miserab 
dnvellers,  they  sink  under  a  tombstone  1 

"Lord  William  BenUuek  now  came  up  on  bis  quiet  mul 
and  though  tbe  Are  was  heavy  began  talking  to  me  as  if  v 
were  going  to  breakfast ;  bis  manner  was  his  ordinary  ou 
with  perhaps  nn  increase  of  good-humour  and  placidi 
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^'*iBTCrsetI  for  some  time,  but  no  recollection  of  what  lie  said 
remaius,  for  the  fire  was  sharp  and  my  eyes  were  more  busy 
tiiui  my  ears :  I  only  remember  saying  to  myself,  tills  chap 
^^llies  it  coolly  or  the  devil 's  in  it. 

^|fc''Lord  William  and  his  mule,  which  seemed  to  care  as  little 
^Hrthe  fire  as  its  rider,  sheltered  me  from  shot,  which  I  liked 
^»b11  enough  ;  but  having  heard  officers  and  soldiers  jeer  at 
Colonel  Walker  for  thus  sheltering  himself  behind  General 
Fane's  horse  at  Vimiera,  I  went  to  the  exposed  side :  yet  it 
fnvD  inu  [he  most  nucomfortabla  feel  experienced  that  day. 
Lord  William  borrowed  my  spy-glass,  it  had  been  Lord 
Edward  FitzGerald's,  and  was  a.  very  fine  one:  I  never  saw 
il  more.  He  went  to  the  4th  Regiment  and  was  not  seen 
by  me  again  during  the  figbt;  nor  did  I  receive  an  order 
from  him  or  anybody,  unless  Sir  John  Moore's  permission 
to  move  my  grenadiers  forward  can  be  called  one  :  neither 
did  I  B«e  a  single  staff  officer  during  the  battle,  except  Sir 
John  and  Lord  William. 

■When  Lord  William  went  away  I  walked  np  and  down 
ro  the  regiment,  and  made  the  men  shoulder  and  order 
I  Iwioe,  to  occupy  their  attention,  for  they  were  MLng 
fut  and  seemed  uneasy  at  standing  under  fire.  The  colours 
'^u)  were  lowered,  because  they  were  a  mark  for  the  enemy's 
-T-iit  guns :  this  was  by  the  advice  of  old  John  Montgomery, 
1^  t)rave  soldier  who  had  risen  from  the  ranks.  Soon  the 
r;ad  advanced  in  line,  but  no  orders  came  for  me.  Good 
liwil  Montgomery,  I  said,  are  we  not  to  advance?  I  think 
ght  he  answered.  But  said  I,  no  orders  have  come. 
i  not  wait  he  said.  The  4th  did  not  move,  the  42n(i 
.  likely  to  wont  our  aid,  it  was  not  a  moment 
r  hesitation,  and  John  Montgomery,  a  Scotchman,  said 
Bghiogly  You  cannot  ho  wrong  to  follow  the  -ISnd. 
>  the  word  but  forbad  any  firing,  and  to  prevent 
I  occupy  the  men's  attention,  made  tbem  slope  and 
"}  Mint  by  word  of  command.  Many  of  tbem  cried  out, 
I   fire  I    not  yet  was  my  answer,   for  having 
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mlvanced  without  orders,  I  thought  to  have  them  more  und<>T 
CDiumHtid  if  we  were  wrong,  whereas  if  firing  once  begiio 
we  conid  not  chango.  At  that  momeDt  the  42iid  checked  a 
short  rlistance  from  a  wall  and  commenced  firing,  and  though 
a  loud  ory  arose  of  Forward !  forward  !  no  man,  as  I  after- 
wards heard,  paased  the  wall.  This  check  seemed  to  prore 
that  my  advance  was  right,  and  we  passed  the  42nd.  Then 
!  said  to  my  men,  Do  you  see  your  enemies  plain  enough  lo 
hit  them  ?  Many  voices  shouted.  By  Jasiis  we  do  1  Then 
lilaze  away !  and  such  a  rolling  fire  hroke  out  as  I  have 
hardly  ever  heard  since. 

"  After  passinij  tlje  42nd  we  oame  to  the  wall,  which  was 
breast  high,  and  my  line  checked,  but  several  officers.  Stan- 
hope one.  leaped  over,  calling  on  the  men  to  follow.  At  flret 
about  a  hundred  did  at  a  low  part,  no  more,  and  therefore, 
leaping  back  I  took  a  lialbert  and  holding  it  horizontally 
pushed  many  over  the  low  part ;  then  again  getting  over  my- 
self I  run  along,  followed  by  nty  orderly  sergeant,  Keene, 
with  his  pike.  As  we  passed,  four  or  five  soldiers  levelled 
together  from  the  other  side,  but  Keene  threw  up  their  mns- 
kets  wilJi  a  force  and  quickness  which  saved  me  from  being 
blown  to  atoms :  as  it  was  ray  face  was  much  burned.  T 
all  got  over,  yet  it  required  the  example  of 
bravest  men  to  get  them  over. 

"  Now  the  line  was  formed  heyond  ilie  wall,  and  I,  recol- 
lecting Voltaire's  story  of  the  guards'  officers  laying  their 
swords  over  the  men's  firelocks  to  keep  tlieir  level  low,  did 
80  with  the  halberd  to  show  coolness,  and  being  cool,  ihongh 
the  check  at  the  wall  had  excited  rae  and  made  me  swear 
horribly.  We  soon  got  to  marshy  ground  close  to  a  village, 
where  tlie  fire  from  the  houses  was  terrible,  the  howitzeis 
from  the  bills  pelting  us  also.  Still  I  led  the  men  on.  fol- 
lowed closely  by  Ensigns  Moore  and  Stewart  with  the  colours 
until  both  fell,  and  the  colours  were  caught  up  by  Sergeant 
Magee  and  another  sergeant.  My  sword-belt  was  shot  off, 
scabbard  and  all,  but  not  being  bit  I  pushed  rapidly  into  the 
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Mreet,  exaody  at  the  spot  where,  soon  after.  I  was  takeD 
prisoner.  Many  Frenchmen  lay  itiere,  apparently  dead,  and 
ilif  soldiers  cried  out  bayonet  them,  ihey  are  pretending. 
I'ij'^  idea  was  to  me  terrible,  and  made  me  oall  out  No  I  no ! 
I'lre  those  ouwards,  there  are  plenty  who  bear  axms  to  kill, 
I'iime  on ! 

"  At  this  place  stood  the  church,  and  towards  the  enemy  a 
mtky  mound,  behind  which,  and  on  it,  were  the  grenadiers ; 
;i  1  uo  officer  met  my  sight,  except  Captain  Plurrison,  Lieu- 
■  ■\AiH  Ptttlsrson,  and  Lieutenant  Turner,  and  my  efforts  were 
"1(1  lo  form  a  strong  body;  the  men  would  not  leave  the 

■  Ks.  from  which  they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire.  No  time  was 
'   lie  lost,  we  could  not  see  what  passed  on  our  flanks,  we  bad 

■'-11  broken  in  carrying  the  village  of  ElviFia,  and  as  a  lane 
''■nt  up  straight  tuwiirda  the  enemy  I  run  forward,  caUing 
wit  to  follow :  about  thirty  privates  and  the  above-named 
offiiXTS  did  6o,  but  the  fire  was  then  terrible,  many  shells 
hnii  Among  us,  and  the  crack  of  these  things  deafened  me. 
Biking  my  eats  ring.  Half  way  up  ibe  lane  I  fell,  without 
boving  why,  yet  waa  much  hurt,  though  at  the  moment 
neoBaoiooB  of  it;  a  soldier  cried  out  the  major  is  killed, 
Rot  y«i,  come  on. 

"We  reached  the  end  of  this  ronrderons  lane,  but 
>  duiec  of  those  who  entered  it  with  me  fell  ere  we  got 
AroBgb  it.  However,  some  shelter  was  found  beyond  the 
Ine:  for  Brooks  of  the  4th  had  occupied  the  spot  with  his 
fifiinet  the   day  before    aud   bad    made   a  breastwork  of 

>i>*e  Btonea,  which  was  known  to  me,  having  been  there 

''i   nearly  killed   the   evening   before,  when  visiting  the 

Pmaet  08  officer  of  the  day.      Tlie   heap    remained,    and 

«  liozen  of  us  lodged  ourselves  behind  this  breast- 

Bod  then  it  appeared  to  me  that  by  a  rush  forward  we 

old  carry  the  battery  above ;  and  it  was  evident  we  must 
00  or  go  buck,  wo  could  not  last  long  where  we  were. 

■>*  or  foar  men  were  killed  at  my  side,  for  the  breastwork 
.1  .'.  .-lender  protection,  aud  two  were  killed  by  the  fire 
F  2 


ibost 
nA. 


100 


LIFE  OF  CHARLES  JAMES  NAPIEH. 


•i 


ol"  our  own  meu  from  the  Tillage  behind.     The  poor  fellows 
kept  cniug  out  as  they  (lied,  Oh  God !  Major,  onr  own  men 
lire  kitlitig  us  I  Oh  Christ  God  I  m  shot  in  tlio  buck  of  tlte 
head!     The  hist  man  was  so,  for  he  fell  Hgainst  me,  nnd  the 
hull  had  entered  just  above  the  poll.     Hemembeniig  theu     . 
that  my  father  had  told  me   he  saved  a  nian'a  life  at  tlio    - 
siege  of  Charleston,  by  pulling  a  ball  out  with  his  finger  — 
before  inflammatioo  swelled  the  parts,  I  thought  to  do  the  -^ 
same,  but  could  not  find  it.  and  feared  to  do  harm  by  put-  — 
ting  my  finger  far  in.     It  made  me  feel  siok,  and  the  poof~~ 
fellow,  being  laid  down,  continued  crying  out  that  our  men — 
had  killed  liim,  and  there  be  soon  died. 

"  This  misery  shook  us  all  a  good  deal,  and  made  me  so— 
wild  as  to  cry  and  stamp  with  rage,  feeling  n  sort  of  despair"^ 
at  seeing  the  soldiers  did  not  come  on.    I  sent  Turner,  Har— 
risen  and  Patterson,  the  three  officers  with  me,  to  bring  them — 
on,  and  they  found  Stanhope  animating  the  men,  but  noC^' 
knowing  what  to  do,  and  calling  out.  Good  God  I  where  i^^ 
Napier?     When  Turner  told  him  I  was  in  front  and  raging 
foi'  them  to  come  on  for  an  attack  on  the  battery,  he  gave  t^ 
shout  and  called  on  the  men  to  follow  him,  but  ere  taking  ^ 
dozen  strides  cried  out  Oh  my  God!  and  fell  dead,  sbob 
tin-ough  the  heart.     Tumor,  and  a  sergeant  who   had  been 
also  sent  back,  then  returned  to  me,  saying  they  could  DOC 
get  a  man  to  follow  them  up  the  lane.     Hearing  this,  I  go* 
on  the  wall,  waving  my  sword  and  my  hat  at  the  same  time 
and  calling  out  to  the  men  behind  among  the  rocks ;  but  ike 
fire  was  so  loud  none  heard  me,  though  the  lane  was  scarcely 
a  hundred  yards  long.     No  fire  was  drawn  upon  me  by  this, 
for  a  French  captain  afterwards  told  me  lie,  and  others,  pre- 
vented their  men  firing  at  me;  he  did  not  know,  nor  was  h^ 
told  by  me,  who  it  was,  but  he  said,  instead  of  firing  at  hitO 
I  longed  to  run  forwards  and  embrace  that  bravo  offioer- 
My  own  companions  called  out  to  jump  down  or  I  shouJ<l 
be  killed;  I  thought  so  too,  but  was  so  mad  as  'to  care  litll*' 
what  happened  to  me. 
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^^"  Looking  then  along  the  field,  from  tbe  lieiglit  of  the 
inill,  nor  smoke  Hppeared  to  be  everywhere  retiring;  but  the 
Pruacb  smoke  was  not  ndvanciog,  which  gave  me  comfort. 
However  it  was  useless  lo  stay  there,  and  jumping  down  I 
said  to  Harritwn,  Stay  here  as  long  as  you  can,  I  will  go  i« 
the  left  and  try  to  make  out  how  the  4^nd  get  on.  No  oni; 
was  to  be  seen  near  our  left  fi'om  my  standing- place  near  the 
(Tall ;  but  there  was  some  brushwood,  and  a  ridge  witli  u 
hedge  on  the  top,  which  debarred  further  sight,  and  the 
thought  came  lo  mo  lliat  instead  of  being  foremost,  we 
tnight  bo  in  line  with  sorae  of  the  42nd — and  though  the  -lih 
bad  not  tulranced,  if  fifty  men  of  the  42nd  and  AOth  could 
bo  gathered,  we  might  still  charge  the  battery  above  us :  if 
we  failed  there  was  a  house  near,  into  which  we  could  force 
our  way,  and  as  it  was  conspicuous  from  the  English  pod- 
1'  in  Moore  would  send  me  support. 

■  Telling  this  to  Captain  Harrison,  I  went  off  along  a 
ij^  runiiiiig  at  right  angles  from  the  one  we  were  in,  and 
I'.ndlol  lo  our  position:  ibis  exposed  me  to  the  EngUsh, 
ji  to  the  French  fire,  but  being  armed  with  only  a  short 
iliro,  useless  against  a  musket  and  bayonet,  and  being 
'i  mo  alone,  short-sighted,  and  without  spectacles,  I  felt  very 
"HiLrdly  and  anxious.      Pursuing  my  course  however  for 

ii  11  hundred  yards.  I  came  near  a  French  officer  lying 

■  !;■-  1  lu-k  wounded,  and  being  myself  covered  with  blood 
i  II.  I  liLoe  smeared,  for  two  of  the  killed  men  had  fallen  in 
II.;  iiniis,  my  look  was  no  doubt  fierce;  and  tliough  I  ap- 
pcAcbed  him  out  of  pity,  he  tliought  it  was  to  kill  him ; 
biifect  were  tunanls  me,  and  as  he  raised  his  head  he  cried 
W  lo  soma  comrades  above  him,  pointing  with  a  quick 
Vanilaive  motion  inwards  me.  Those  whom  he  addressed 
I  mid  not  be  seen,  for  the  ridge  was  about  six  feot  high, 
tntlj  perpendicular,  with  a  thick  hedge  at  lop ;  but  my 
itaglT  wna  aoon  announced  through  the  roots  of  the 
Mp  by  i  blaze  of  fire  poured  so  close  as  to  fill  the  lane 
■ilh  smoke.     Ail  went  over  my  head,  being  evidently  fived 
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without  seeing  me,  or  my  body  must  have  been  blown  to 
pieces. 

^'  Giving  myself  up  for  lost  the  temptation  to  ran  back 
was  great ;  but  the  thought  that  our  own  line  might  see  me, 
made  me  walk  leisurely,  in  more  danger  indeed  yet  less 
alarmed  than  when  going  forward  without  knowing  wbat 
would  happen.     The  whole  excursion  along  the  lane  was 
the  most  nervous  affair  I  ever  experienced  in  battle;  iks 
was  my  alarm  lessened  on  getting  back,  for  Harrison  and 
the  others  were  gone !     They  could  not  stand  the  fire.    I 
felt  very  miserable  then,  thinking  the  50th  had  behaved  ill; 
that  my  not  getting  the  battery  had  been  a  cause  of  the 
battle  being  lost,  and  that  Moore  would  attribute  all  to  me. 
The  English  smoke  had  gone  back,  and  my  only  comfort  was 
that  the  French  smoke  had  not  gone  forward.     The  battle 
seemed  nearly  over,  I  thought  myself  the  last  man  alive 
belonging  to  our  side  who  had  got  so  far  in  iront,  and 
felt  certain  of  death,  and  that  my  general  would  think  I 
had  hidden  myself,  and  would  not  believe  me  to  have  done 
my  best.     I  thought  also  my  little  party  had  been  taken. 
Lord  William   Bentinck  afterwards  told  me  that  he  had 
ordered  my  regiment  back,  in  direct  contradiction  of  Moore's 
design,  who  had,  he  admitted,  told  him  not  to  recall  me,  but 
send  men  to  my  assistance ! ! ! 

''  In  this  state  of  distraction,  and  still  under  a  heavy  fire, 
I  turned  down  the  lane  to  rejoin  the  regiment  and  soon 
came  on  a  wounded  man,  who  shrieked  out.  Oh   praised 
be  God  major !   my  dear  major !     God  help  you  my  dar* 
ling,  one  of  your  own   60th.      I  cannot  carry  you,  was 
my  reply ;   can  you  walk  with  my  help  ?     Oh  no  majot 
I  am  too  badly  wounded.     You  must  lie  there  then  till 
help  can  be  found.     Oh  Christ  God,  my  jewel,  my  owa 
dear  major  sure  you  won't  leave  me!     The  agony  with 
which  he  screamed  was  great,  it  roused  all  my  feelings,  and 
strange  to  say  alarmed  me  about  my  own  danger,  which 
had  been  forgot  in  my  misery  at  finding  Harrison  was  gone 
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I  Uie  corner,  and  thiuking  the  batile  lost.     Stooping 
Wro  I  raised  ilie  poor  fellow,  but  a.  nmaket-ball  just  then 
I  ibe  smrill  bone  of  my  leg  some  incheB  above  tbe 
;  the  pain  was  ikcnte,  and  though  the  flesh  was  not 
I,  the  dent  made  in  my  flesh  remains  to  this  day  and  ia 
ider  to  the  toucli  I     Telling  the  man  of  my  own  wouml, 
irae  was  resumed ;  his  piteous  cries  were  then  terrible, 
1  bitterly  as  reproaches  for  my  want  of  fortitude  nnd 
e.     Yet  what  could  be  done  by  a  man  hardly  able  tii 
Ik.  and  ID  great  pnin,  with  other  duties  to  perform  ?     [ 
I  horrible  to  leave  hira,  but  selfishneaa  and  pain  got  the 
r,  and  with  the  help  of  my  sword,  limping  and  with 
1  suffering,  I  arrived  at  a  Bpot  where  two  other  lanes 
t  the  comer  of  a  church:  three  privates  of  the  50tli 
iG  of  the  42Qd,  an  Irishman  were  there,  who  said  we 
e  cut  off,  and  indeed  Frenchmen  were  then  coming  up 
b  Irtnes,  one  party  from  the  position  of  the  50tb  the  other 
a  that  of  the  4th.     The  last  appeared  the  least  numerous 
8  nearest,  they  were  not  thirty  yards  from  us,  and  for- 
ing  my  leg  then,  though  I  had  not  phiuk  to  do  so  for 
r  wounded  man  left  behind,  I  said  to  the  four  sol- 
diers, follow  me  and  we  11  cut  through  them :  then  with  a 
:liuut  1  rashed  forward. 

"  The  Frenchmen  had  halted,  but  now  run  on  to  ue,  and 
just  as  my  spring  and  shout  was  made  the  wounded  leg 
(tiled  and  I  felt  a  stab  in  the  back :  it  gave  me  no  pain, 
but  felt  cold  and  tiirew  me  on  my  face.  Turning  to  rise  I 
•IV  ihi'  man  who  had  stabbed  me  making  a  second  thrust ; 
•hereupon  letting  go  my  sabre  I  caught  his  bayonet  by  the 
'^\tvt,  inined  Uie  thrust,  and  raising  myself  by  the  exertion 
gmped  his  firelock  with  buih  hands,  thus  in  mortal  struggle 
"gsiniiig  my  feet.  His  companions  had  now  come  up  and 
I  livud  the  dying  cries  of  the  four  men  with  me,  who  weix 
•il  bayoneted  instantly.  We  had  been  attacked  from  behind 
lymeii  oot  before  seen,  as  we  stood  with  our  backs  to  a 
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doorwfiy,  out  of  which  must  Lave  rushed  several  men,  for 
wo  were  all  stabbed  in  an  instant,  before  llie  two  parlies 
oomiiig  up  the  road  reached  us :  they  did  so  however  just 
OS  my  struggle  with  tlie  man  who  hod  wounded  me  was 
begun.  That  was  a  contest  for  life,  and  heinp  the  strongest, 
I  forced  him  between  myself  and  his  coniradea,  who  ap- 
peared to  he  the  men  whose  lives  I  had  saved  when  ibey 
pretended  to  be  dead  on  our  advance  through  the  village. 
They  struck  me  with  their  muskets  clubbed,  and  bruised  me 
much  ;  whereupon,  seeing  no  help  near,  and  being  over- 
powered by  numbers,  and  in  great  pain  &om  my  wounded 
leg,  I  called  out  Je  me  rends,  remembering  the  expression 
correctly  from  an  old  story  of  a  fat  officer,  whose  name 
being  James,  called  out  Jemmy  round.  Finding  they  hod 
no  disposition  to  spare  me,  I  kept  hold  of  the  musket, 
vigorously  defending  myself  with  the  body  of  tlie  littla 
Italian  who  had  first  wounded  me,  but  soon  grew  fntni, 
or  rather  tired.  At  that  moment  a  tail  dark  man  come  up, 
seized  the  end  of  the  musket  with  his  lel't  himd,  whirled  bia 
braaa-hilted  sabre  round  and  struck  me  a  powerful  blow  on 
tlie  head,  which  was  bore,  for  my  cocked  Iiat  had  fallen  off. 

"  Expecting  the  blow  would  finish  me,  I  Lad  stooped  my 
head  in  hopes  it  might  full  on  my  back,  or  at  least  on  the 
thickest  part  of  the  head  and  not  on  the  left  temple ;  so  far 
I  succeeded,  fur  it  fell  exactly  on  the  top,  cutting  into  the 
bone  but  not  through  it.  Fire  sparkled  from  my  eyes,  I 
fell  on  my  knees,  blinded,  yet  without  quite  losing  my 
senses  and  holding  still  on  to  the  musket.  Becoveiing  in  a 
moment,  I  regained  my  legs  aud  saw  a  fiorid  hnndsoma 
young  French  drummer  holding  tho  aim  of  the  dark  Ilidiun, 
who  was  in  the  act  of  repeating  his  blow.  Quarter  was 
tlien  given,  hut  they  tore  my  pantaloons  in  teaiing  my 
watch  and  purse  from  my  pocket,  and  a  little  Ifickel  of  hair 
which  hung  round  myueck;  they  snatched  at  cvi:iryLhing : 
hut  wliile  this  went  on  two  of  them  were  wounded,  and  tli« 
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^^^mmei',  Guibert,  ordered  tlie  dark  man  who  hnd  salired 

^BBl  to  lake  mo  to  llie  rear.     When  we  begun  to  move,  I 

^^Hmngou  him  beuanao  hnrdly  able  lo  walk,  I  saw  him  look 

^^BWk  over  hia  shoulder  to  see  if  Guibert  was  gone ;  and  so 

^i  I,  for  his  rascally  face  made  me  suspect  him.     Guibert's 

back  WHS  towards  us,  he  was  walking  off,  and  the  Italian 

tgitin  drew  his  sword,  which   he  had   before  sheathed.     I 

i^od  oat  to  the  drummer,  tliis  rascal  is  going  to  kill  me ! 

iimve  FrBncbraen  don't  kill  prisoners.     Guibert  ruu  back. 

store  fiiriously  at    the    Italian,  shoved  him    away,  almost 

JowQ,  ftud  putting  his  anns  round  my  waist  supported  me 

htiD§eIf;  tlius  this  generous  Frenchman  saved  me  twice,  for  ' 

>lie  Iialiaa  was  bent  upon  slaying. 

"  We  had  not  proceeded  fur  up  the  old  lime,  when  we  met 
a  soldier  of  the  SOth  walking  down  at  a  rapid  pace;  ho 
in^mitly  halted,  recovered  his  ai-ma  nnd  cocked  his  piece, 
Iwking  fiercely  al  us  to  make  out  what  it  was,  My  recol- 
k'uoD  is  that  he  levelled  at  Guibert  and  I  threw  up  his 
iiinkei,  cidhng  out.  For  God's  sake  don't  fire,  I  am  a 
iiwner,  badly  wounded,  and  can't  help  you.  Surrender. 
'''<-'T  why  would  I  surrender  he  cried  aloud,  with  the 
i -'pesi  of  all  Irish  brogues.  Because  there  are  at  least 
■  "I  men  upon  you.  There  were  five  or  six  with  us  at  the 
■iitie.  Well  if  1  must  surrender,  there,  said  he,  dashing 
'ioimhis  firelock  across  their  lege  and  making  them  jump. 
Tliere'a  my  firelock  for  ycz.  Then  coming  close  up  he 
'lircw  his  arm  round  mo,  and  giving  Guibert  a  push  that 
■1.1  him  and  one  or  two  more  reeling  against  the  wall, 
■iiiaWil  out.  Stand  away  ye  bloody  spalpeens,  I  '11  carry 
iiim  myftelf,  bad  hick  to  the  whole  of  yez. 

"My  expectation  was  to  see  them  fall  upon  him,  but 
■liilin  Hcnnessy  was  a  strong  and  fierce  man,  and  moreover 
li-">ked  bigger  than  be  was,  for  he  stood  upon  the  higher 
iMnd,  Apparently  thoy  thought  him  an  awkward  fellow 
' '  J««l  with,  ho  seemed  willing  to  go  with  me  and  they  let 
'■lai  have  his  own  wav.     In  tliis  manner  we  proceeded  about 
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a  hundred  yards  beyond  the  comer  where  Harrison  and  tt^  ^ 
rest  had  left  me,  and  found  a  large  force  under  Gener*^ 
Renaud— afterwards  Governor  of  Ciudad^  Bodiigo  and  cap  ^ 
tured  by  Don  Julian.    He  asked  me  my  rank,  and  bow  ^ 
was  taken  ?      My  reply  was,   taken  because  my  regimenC^ 
would  not  come  on !     I  was  in  great  anger,  and  altogether^ 
ignorant  of  Lord  WilUam  Bentinck  having  ordered  them 
back;   for  the  staff  officer  sent  by  him  had  not  chosen 
to  come  up  to  me.    My  thought  was  that  the  regiment  had 
given  way,  which  made  me  very  unjust  in  abuse  of  the 
glorious  old   50th,  for  they  had  gone  further  than  any 
other  corps  in  the  army.     Had  Moore's  orders  for  the  42nd 
and  4th  to  support  us  been  obeyed  by  Lord  William,  we 
should  have  carried  the  hill  in  a  few  minutes :  that  this  was 
the  cause  of  their  going  back   is  true,  for  Lord  William 
Bentinck  afterwards  told  me  so  himself.     General  Renaud 
ordered  a  surgeon  to  dress  me,  and  he  put  a  plaister  on  my 
head ;  but  my  leg  was  so  swollen  he  could  not  get  off  my 
boot  without  cutting,  which  I  would  not  allow,  hoping  to 
escape,  in  which   case   the  loss  of  a  boot  would  be  irre- 
parable.    They  took  me  up  the  hill  to  where  the  Spanish 
magazine  on  the  top  had  been  exploded. 

"  Soon  after  leaving  Renaud,  being  supported  by  one  of  his 
officers  and  Hennessy,  with  a  guard,  we  passed  a  large  gap 
in  a  wall,  on  which  the  English  fire  was  still  very  heavy. 
The  French  soldiers  cried  out,  Don't  cross  there  except  on 
your  knees,  or  you  will  be  shot,  whereupon  the  French  officer 
desired  Hennessy  and  me  to  do  so,  but  we  refused,   and 
Hennessy  said  low,  Be  Jasus  they're  afraid.     My  desire 
was  to   be   seen  by  our  own   people,   and   therefore   my 
walk  with  Hennessy  and  the  officer  was  erect,  and  slow; 
but  seeing  the  French   guard   crawl  on  their  hands   and 
knees,  I  said  to  the  captain.  Crawl  you  too,  or  you  will 
be   hit — I  can't  run   away.     This   anxiety  for  an   enemy 
greatly  amused  the  Frenchmen,  and  it  was  afterwards  told 
to  the  marshals,  Soult  and  Ney;   Renaud  also  mentioned 
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II  "lien  a  prisoner  in  Loudon :  however  the  officer  would 
only  sloop,  and  none  of  us  were  liit. 

"On  the  summit  of  the  position  my  bodily  agony  was  so 

gfsit,  tLat  Hennessy  and  the  French  ciipt«in,  seeing  somi! 

Wnff  neitr  a  fire  laid  me  on  it ;  my  leg  and  side  were  givint,' 

uif  excruciating  pain,  it  was  dark,  and  Heunessy  went  away 

fcf  A  while  with  tlie  captain  :  then  a  French  officer  came  and 

lood  over  roe,  a  tail  handsome  man;  he  looked  at  me  I'or 

ioBie  ume  and  said,  War !  war !  war  I     My  God  will  this 

uomd  work  never  cease!  poor  young  man,  I  fear  you  are 

tiwily  wounded.     He  gave  nie  some  drink,  and  leara  rollnd 

iiita  Ids    cheeks ;    but  then   he    turned    away  and  sevenJ 

PJtfiMs  sat  down  round  the  fire  without  noticing  me.     Soon 

Merer  canie  llie  man  whose  straw  I  had  been  laid  upon  ; 

bfcflvo  mo  two  kicks  and  dragj^d  me  by  tlie  neck  oil'  liis 

idle,  hurting  me  much.     I  said   nothing,   except.   Uod 

,  Odd  two  or  three  Frenchmen  starting  up  look 

f  parL     Then   the  tall  officer   relumed,   and   was   very 

u^fT,  but  the  beast  who  kicked  me  would  not  let  roe  be  put 

b«ck  on    the    straw,    which    he   claimed.     The  officer  told 

ibera  to  take  me   into  the  ruin  of  u  hlown-up  bouse,  or 

ui*gazine,  where  some  officers  had  had  a  fire  in  tlie  reniiuns 

ii  ■  routu,  the  fireplace  being  iudaed  nearly  all  that  existed 

vl  the  building;  he  left  me,  and  then  the  men  took  me  into 

Mioilier  mined  room,  and  threw  me  into  the  filth  with  whJoJi 

II  was  filled,  and  began  to  luugh  at  me.     I  was  very  angrv, 

oished  myaelf  dead  at  once,  and  said  something  violent, 

mpun  Uiey  seemed  to  consult  about  killing  me,  and  my 

a  of  life  fied :  indeed  my  wish  was  not  to  live,  hui  ai 

ft  moment  the  officer  cume  back  with  two  or  three  more, 

I  with  two  soldiers  who  had  before  left  the  place,  I  tliink 

11  them  and  save  me. 
rThese  officers  were  very  angry,  but  my  understanding 
Vfilat,  and  my  desire  was  to  be  put  out  of  misery,  for  I 
i|fht  we  hud  lost  the  battle  aud  my  pain  of  body  was 
R  beuing.     They  however  carried  me  to  the  other  part  of 
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llie  building  near  the  fireplace,  and  tliere  whs  Henni 
Tliey  offered  me  bmlli  and  wine,  I  could  touch  nothing  from 
the  agony  of  my  wounds,  and  groaned  at  limes,  for  the  pain 
was  no  longer  HUi)portable  even  before  an  enemy.  Not 
being  able  lo  lie  dov,-n,  Hennessy  held  me  in  his  bitos  in 
on  upright  posture.  The  French  officers  did  all  tbey  could 
for  me,  as  I'ar  as  kind  words  went,  and  soon  one  of  their 
own  officers  was  brouKhl  in  wounded :  it  was  the  captain 
who  Iiad  been  with  me  when  first  taken.  General  Benaud 
now  sent  an  officer  with  my  sword,  desiring  me  to  wear 
it  for  I  bad  used  it  well.  I  wrote  my  name  and  rank  on 
a  piece  of  paper" — with  a  stick  dipped  in  his  blood — "  and 
requested  the  officer  to  give  it  and  my  sword  to  Marshal 
Souli,  with  a  request  to  speak  to  him.  That  officer  did  not 
return. 

"  Hennessy  having  occasion  to  go  out  of  the  ruin,  set  me 
in  an  angle  of  the  fii-eplaee,  and  never  came  back,  being 
seized  and  marclied  off,  as  he  afterwards  told  me.  Befi)re 
he  left  me  ho  unbuckled  my  spurs  and  whispered — The 
apure  are  silver,  the  spalpeens  would  murder  you  for  them. 
When  be  did  not  retuni,  my  idea  was  that  bo  had  made 
his  escape,  and  took  the  spurs  with  that  intention ;  at  least 
my  hope  was  so,  that  he  might  tell  my  brother  tieorge 
where  I  was,  for  what  fretted  me  most  was  that  no  flag  of 
truce  came  in  for  me.  I  thought  Moore  was  angry,  tliet 
myself  and  the  regiment  had  been  disgraced,  and  therefor? 
be  would  not  send  in,  nor  let  George  come:  then  the  fancy 
came  that  George  was  killed,  but  my  tlioughls  were  all  wild 
and  sad  that  nigbt." — George,  who  was  aide-do-camp  lo 
Moore,  had  not  forgotten  him ;  he  had  passed  many  hours 
of  the  nigbt  seeking  I'or  htm  with  a  torch  amongst  ibe  dead, 
turning  over  corpse  after  corpse. 

"  Very  wretched  in  body  and  mind  was  I  now,  and  in 
about  two  hours  after  Hennessy  had  gone  the  French  officers 
went  away,  oue  after  another.  Tbe  fire  was  ant  and  it  woj; 
dreadfully  cold,  yet  pain  kept  me  from  feeling  it  so  n 
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i  all  Uml  long  and  horrible  niglit  and  next  day  did  I 
l>y  wialiiug  for  JeBlh,  and  expecung  it  if  a  stray  soldier 
fhuald  see  me.  There  was  no  roof,  only  a,  few  feet  of  wall 
■Liiuiliag,  and  tlie  following  evening,  about  dusk,  being  in 
I'M  pdin,  I  crawled  out,  reckless  of  being  killed  or  not. 
Uuiaiiie  tliere  was  a  Frencbman  cooking,  lie  was  a  kind  man 
and  gHve  me  some  broth,  but  I  could  not  eat  it.  He  went 
«wy,  yet  returned  with  another  soldier  and  they  made  up 
»liiile  more  fire,  rolled  themselves  in  their  great  coals,  and 
wt«  warm  things,  and  lay  down.  Pain  kept  me  waking, 
Mil  tlie  fire  went  out  soon,  for  there  was  no  fuel.  I  had 
uu  vtUBtcoai  or  drawers,  only  a  unifonn  coat  and  torn 
iruu!K<rB.  and  the  cold  was  dreadful,  for  it  was  January  and 
'Iw  liill  high.  An  oilskin  was  on  my  hat,  I  pulled  it 
"S  It)  cover  my  head  and  face ;  ihen  putting  my  haoda 

'  mv  mouth  wanned  myself  with  my  breath,  but  could 
■  't  lie  down.  My  feet  and  legs  lost  all  feehng,  and  the 
H'UDtled  leg  ceased  to  pain  mo,  except  when  moved. 
Aboui  midnight  the  two  Frenchmen  went  tlieir  way,  and 
promised  to  tell  tbetr  eomraandanl  of  my  state,  yet  the 
wvund  dreadful  night  passed  and  no  one  came. 

"NVxt  day,  about  three  o'clock,  a  musician  came  near 
ui^aiid  I  persuaded  him  to  take  me  to  his  regiment,  but 
'■!  walk  was  agony.  I  was  however  very  kindly  received 
'■  lit!  tl>«  French  officers,  who  were  sealed  round  a  fire, 
'"1  eepeciully  so  by  their  commander,  a  man  with  a  very 
I  J  face  and  perfectly  white  moustachios  and  hair;  ilioy 
■'■iiiBd  me  well,  and  finally  forwarded  mo  on  to  Marshul 
'•ull'a  qaortrrs.      Wo  passed    through    Elvina  amidst  idl 

ii'  liiidiea  of  my  poor  50lh  soldiers,  scattered  about;  and 
'■  iiiv  wounded  were  still  alive  in  a  house,  and  very  clamor- 

■■-  for  food.      Scarcely  able  to  speak  from  weakness,  I 

■'■^  i«ippori<:d  by  two  men,  yet  ut  last  reached  Soult's 
:'imere,  mid  being  shewu  into  the  kitchen  sat  down  in 
'■■N'.li  Tiilferiug.     Monsieur  de  Cbaraont,  aide-de-camp  lo 

xiji,  camu  to  me  ;  he  was  all  kindness  uud  attcuiiuu,  and 
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offered  me  money,  which  was  declined,  hut  I  told  him  b-i^ 
men  had  been  expert  in  robbing  me;  tliat  every  one  wIb^ 
met  me  as  I  was  borne  to  the  rear  had  asked  est  il  piU6  ^ 
and  the  reply  always  was  Oh  pour  9a  oiii,  joliment. 

'"  It  was  impossible  to  be  kinder  than  De  ChamoD<^-9 
and  that  kindness  was  continued  by  the  marshal  and  h£^ 
staff,  and  again  by  Ney  and  his  staff.     On  my  telling  Soul  ^ 
of   the  wounded  starving  English  soldiers  lying  in  th^ 
village,  he  promised  to  have  them  helped  iounediately,  antX^ 
sent  me  to  his  own  quarters,  where  a  bed  was  provided^ 
and  food:  the  latter  was  in  truth  much  needed,  for  non^ 
had  been  taken  since  my  breakfast  on  the  I6tb,  and  this 
was  the  18th.     The  pain  in  my  side  gave  me  little  rest, 
and  next  morning,  being  ordered  to  go  into  Coruuai  I  was 
put  on  a  horse  attended  by  a  dragoon,  and  entered  the  town 
with  the  troops.    At  the  gate  there  was  a  crowd,  and  a 
Spaniard  hustled  against  my  leg,  which  put  me  to  such 
torture  I  cursed  him  aloud  in  English,  and  gave  him  a  blow 
on  the  head  with  as  great  force  as  the  pain  left  me  strength 
to  do.     The  stupid  brute  knew  of  my  wound,  for  1  had 
pushed  him  twice  away  before,  and  shewed  him  how  my  leg 
was  tied  up.     The  delight  of  the  French  soldiers  at  my 
striking  the  Don  was  very  great :  he  deserved  it.   I  was  now 
very  well  treated.     My  billet  was  on  Monsieur  Baniere,  a 
banker,  who  lived  with  his  brother-in-law,  Marchesa,  an 
excellent  kind  fellow  with  a  pretty  Spanish  wife.     There  my 
state  was  as  comfortable  as  kindness  on  the  part  of  my 
host  and  the  French  officers,  particularly  Baron   Clouet, 
Ney's  aide-de-camp,  could  make  it — but  I  was  a  prisoner! 

'^One  anecdote  I  have  forgotten. 

"Before  the  50th  advanced,  while  standing  under  the 
cannonade,  the  balls  at  first  went  about  a  foot  or  two 
over  our  heads,  the  men  stooped,  or  as  it  is  called  by 
soldiers  ducked.  Standing  in  front  I  said,  laughing,  Dont 
duck,  the  ball  has  passed  before  you  hear  the  whiz.  The 
ducking  however  was  continued  by  all  but  one  little  feUow, 
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«lio  stijod  erect,  and  I  said  to  liim  aloud,  You  arc  a  little 

fBllow  vL't  tUe  ullest  man  in  the  50th  to-day  for  all  that 

—come  to  me  after  the  battle  and  you  shall  bo  a  sergeant, 

Erery  one  heard  me.  yet  atrango  to  say,  no  one  afterwards 

Ww  who   be  was,  nor  could  bis  name  bu  learned ;    we 

mpposed   he  fell,  and   the   agitation  of  the  moment  bad 

^^B|b  others  forget,  or  not  nutice  bim, 

^^Kfiuch  were  my  own  adventures  in  the  battle  of  Corufin, 

^^B  vriUiuut  modesty  or  conceuimcnt ;  fur  1  write  not  this 

fo  liiK  public,  but  Irom  old  uotea  for  my  wile  and  children, 

*ith  oo  dt-sii'e  to  make  them  think  more  or  less  of  my 

Mtons  titan  the  reuiiij.     1  fek  great  fear  for  a  few  minutes 

B  period  of  the  fight ;  yet  it  was  not  such  as  to  iufiu- 

a  my  conduct,  and  at  no  other  period  did  a  thought  of 

KovTD  safety  cross  my  mind.     It  was  when  alone  in  tbe 

I  ind  expecting  to  meet  numbers  in  pei-sonal  combat 

I  my  nerves  were  must  aifected  ;  for  as  my  shortsigbtcd- 

b  lUubled  mo  from  seeing  nhut  was  going  on,  and  what 

I  to  be  met,  I  feared  to  fall  unseen  and  unknown.    After- 

I,  wbeit  wearing  specluules  tbe  nervuus  ieeling  was  not 

roDgi  but  tbe  disadvantage  of  bad  sight  is  tremendous 

1  alone,  and  gives  a  feeling  of  helplessness.     With  all 

k  alarm  was  not  my  feeling  when   tbe  men   told  me 

I  were  cut  olT;   nervousness  then  ceased,  aud  only  the 

iWagbl  of  how  to  break  through  the  enemy  remaiued ;  bad 

it  not  been  for  the  slab  in  my  back,  and  the  sudden  laine- 

hcui,  I  should  have  doue  it,  for  my  resolution  was  that 

Qq  man  should  go  befoiij  me  that  day,  and  no  man  did, 

uuIhm  Henuessy.     Where  be  bad  been,  or  canie  from,  is 

^'iDC  uiiknowu,  I  could  nevtr  make  it  out  from  liim  :  he 

'Ho  but  lillle  Eughsh,  aud  explained  himself  with  diHi- 

^uliy.    UIs  very  strnuge  history  shidl  now  be  shurdy  told. 

"Ik-  was  born  in  Cork,  enhoted  iu  the  30iii,  was  not 
"I'M  is  called  a  smart  soldier,  aud  at  oue  time  pretended 
'"  bnve  lost  lliu  use  of  his  limbs  from  rheumatism.  Tried 
h'  Colonel    Walker    for    maUiiifvriiig,   iho    offeuiiti    wix* 


112  LIFE  OP  CHARLES  JAMES  NAPIEE.  [1809. 

clearly  proved,  and  as  was  common  in  those  days  of  atro- 
cious punishment  he  was  sentenced  to  500  lashes.  Hen- 
nessy  8  fortitude  was  great,  he  bore  the  punishment  without 
a  groan,  yet  would  not  admit  he  was  able  to  walk,  and  was 
carried  to  the  hospital.  The  proofe  being  clear,  he  was 
again  tried,  sentenced,  and  again  received  every  lash^ 
Colonel  Walker  each  time  offered  him  pardon  at  every 
twenty-five  lashes,  if  he  would  confess  his  crime  and  re- 
turn to  his  duty,  but  he  would  not,  and  when  healed, 
was  again  tried,  and  again  condemned — this  time  to  800 
lashes ! 

"  A  church  stood  600  yards  from  the  place  of  punish- 
ment, and  Colonel  Walker  said,  Hennessy  if  you  will  run 
to  that  church  and  back  I  will  forgive  you.  No !  he  said, 
he  could  not  stand,  he  had  no  power  of  his  legs !  After 
receiving  500  lashes  he  exclaimed,  Colonel  take  me  down, 
be  Jasus  bovs  I  can't  stand  it,  1 11  run  to  the  church. 
Ho  was  untied  and  did  run  to  the  church  and  back,  after 
having,  from  the  obstinacy  of  his  nature,  borne  1500 
lashes  to  maintain  a  falsehood,  for  he  never  had  been  ill 
a  day !  I  was  not  in  the  60th  Regiment  when  it  hap- 
pened. The  atrocity  of  the  punishment,  and  the  obstinacy 
of  the  man,  must  both  be  almost  incredible  to  those  who 
do  not  know  what  horrible  use  was  made  of  the  cat-o'-nine- 
tails in  those  days.  From  that  time  Hennessy  remained 
unnoticed  till  the  battle  of  Coruna :  his  brave  conduct  there 
has  been  related,  and  now  his  story  shall  be  continued. 

*'  He  left  mo  in  the  room,  as  he  thought  dying,  and  the 
moment  he  went  out  was  seized,  and  next  day  marched  off 
towards  the  Pvrenees.  The  march  was  a  fearful  one,  for  he 
had  to  retrace  our  long  retreat,  as  a  prisoner  with  a  parcel 
of  Spaniards,  also  prisoners.  There  were  two  or  tliree  Eng- 
lishmen, and  Hennessy  kept  a  sharp  look-out  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  escape ;  ho  urged  the  others  also  but  they  would 
not  attempt  it,  and  he  resolved  to  try  it  alone  at  Pampeluna, 
and  succeeded.      He  got  clear  away   and  made   towards 


Opiirto.  [rasting  all  to  cbance.  As  before  mentioned,  lio 
W  wkeu  off  my  eihor  spurs  lest  the  French  sliould 
kill  me  for  them.  My  belief  was  thnt  my  friend  Hen- 
uesBv,  thintuiig  me  dying,  thought  they  were  as  well  in 
liis  poasessioQ  as  in  that  of  some  Frenchman :  if  so,  he 
«sa  quiie  right,  and  I  thotigbl  so  at  the  time.  How- 
ever, itsvelling  in  great  danger  to  Oporto,  and  being  at 
m  time  hard  pressed  for  food  he  took  a  spur  irom  under 
his  ami,  where  he  had  concealed  both,  and  sold  it.  The 
loney  he  got  was  not  much,  but  the  kindness  of  the 
Spanish  peasants  to  an  English  soldier  escaping  from 
iliii  French  enabled  him  to  reach  Oporto  just  before  Mar- 
-Ul  Soult  attacked  that  city.  Uennessy  joined  the  patriot 
liirce,  assisted  in  the   defence,  and,   as   he  told   me,  was 

nughty  spiteful  against  the  French.' 

"  Fate  is  inevitable !  John  Hennessy,  again  taken,  was 
liiTDUTi  with  some  Portuguese  prisoners  into  prison,  where 
'if  Uy  long,  expecting  to  be  put  to  death ;  but  one  day, 
'''■ariug  guns  firing,  be  asked  his  companions  what  it  was? 
'Ill  om-  knew,  but  the  fire_increased  and  my  heart,  said  he 
:ii  liio  broadest  brogue,  told  mo  it  was  the  English,  and  I 
^i  to  them  that  were  near  me,  their  bloody  countrymen 
■uiild  nerer  make  Bucb  a  fight  as  that ;  but  they  were  all  so 
ffik'hwned  tbey  would  not  stir  to  make  a  break  out  with 
:ii'.  for  tlie  French  sentry  swore  ho  would  shoot  any  man 

!in  tried  to  stir.  At  that  moment  there  was  a  terrible 
'  itiiiinp  at  the  door  of  the  prison,  and  shouting  outside, 

'  i  made  an  oft'er  at  tlie  sentrj'  and  beat  out  his  brains 

I'll  iiis  own  musket,  which  I  took,  as  well  as  bis  accoutre- 
iiiinia,  and  we  nil  helped  those  outside  to  batter  down  the 
il'iore.  The  French  were  making  off,  but  I  got  some  shots, 
^"i  when  the  BnlTs  came  up  I  joined  them,  and  was 
ht  into  djo  battalion  of  deCaohmeuts,  and  we  fought  the 

1 1'liflli  again  at  Talavera. 
"Al  Talavera  be  beard  of  my  brother  George,  made  his 

''^y  lu  liiiQ,  and  shewed  the  remaining  spur.     Uo  thought 
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me  dead,  and  his  joy  was  great  wlien  lild  it  was  not  bo 
He  would  not  let  George  have  the  spur,  servfid  all  ilia 
campaiga,  and  afterwards  rejoined  the  50th.  After  ray  ex 
ohauge  I  did  the  same,  and  got  Uenne:^6y  promoted  to  tin 
rank  of  corporal.  He  then  got  leave  of  absence  to  see  bi 
wife  and  child  at  Cork,  and  carried  a  letter  to  my  fiieni 
Aldi-idge,  the  collector  of  customs  there :  then  his  stnog 
nature  broke  out.  Travelling  on  foot  from  Hastings,  h 
had  gone  straight  to  the  collector's  huuso  wiUioui  going  t 
Bee  his  wife  and  child,  and  when  Aldridge  told  him  iJui 
I  had  gone  back  to  the  Peninsula — Ogh !  miiriJer !  is  li 
gone  bai'k  and  the  regiment  not  with  him'.'  by  my  son 
they  "II  never  stop  behind  him,  I  must  be  off.  Well  Hen 
nessy  you  must  do  aa  you  please,  but  go  and  see  your  wi! 
and  child ;  come  to  me  in  the  morning,  and  tell  rae  what 
can  do  for  your  family  if  you  do  go  bock.  Ogh !  good  luci 
to  the  wife  and  child,  I  '11  not  go  uear  them,  sura  fut,  bn 
off  this  minute.    And  he  did  go  witliout  geeing  wife  or  child 

"  He  found  the  regiment  under  orders  for  Spain  as  b 
expected,  and  in  that  country,  at,  ray  instanoe,  he  was  mad 
a  sergeant,  yet  was  soon  sentenced  to  be  broken  for  dninkeii 

5S  and  in subonli nation.  Colonel  Stewart  forgave  him  ft 
my  sake,  I  being  then  in  Lisbon  hospital  with  a  wount 
But  again  Hcnnessy  was  tried,  broke,  and  sentenced  to  li 
flogged  ;  and  again  the  last  part  of  the  sentence  was  remii 
led  by  Colonel  Stewart  for  my  sake.  A  third  time  Hennew 
was  tried  for  ihcft,  a  sad  propensity  in  bis  character,  an 
once  more  Stewai't  pardoned  him  for  bis  braverj',  and  out  ( 
regard  to  me.  It  was  useless  lenity :  the  man  wa-s  ii 
eoiTigihle.  When  in  the  lines  of  Torres  VeJrtis,  whei 
every  man  had  excellent  rations,  John  Henuessy,  ever  a 
the  look-out  for  plunder,  found  a  ootlage  with  a  misenbl 
Portuguese  family  half  famished.  There  were  five  penon 
the  fatlier  mother  and  three  little  children,  and  they  ha 
nothing  in  their  wretched  hovel  but  a  few  clothes  on  the 
backs,  and  one  loaf;  they  were  in  the  last  degree  of  n 


PIFTH  EPOCH.— BO"  REGIMENT, 


115 


jn  Hennesay  took  tbeir  loaf  and  Eome  articles  of  appcirel, 
It^nrjii);  iliem  to  die.  The  man,  desperate  from  famine,  fol- 
luwed  liim,  and  seeiug  an  officer  sought  protection.  Hen- 
nessy  vus  iried  and  lliat  time  flogged,  which  lie  bore  willi 
Iku)  usual  indiSet'enee  to  danger  and  pain. 

■'  He  aftonvardfl  behaved  well,  fur  him,  and  on  all  occa- 
^uns  shewed  the  greatest  cournge,  uuiil  in  the  Pyrenees  a 
curnon  ball  carried  off  his  head ;  and  it  is  curious  Uiat  at 
Tilavera  a  cannon  shot  had  knocked  off  his  cap  !  An 
wiuable  death  thus  closed  the  career  of  one  who  had  no 
itiga  of  honour  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  word, 
i  wilful,  obstinate,  physically  brave,  proud  of  hia 
■,  enduring  iu  hardships,  faithful  to  his  chief,  as  he 
Indered  me,  citreless  of  rauk  when  he  got  prumuiion,  and 
king  food  without  wanting  food  himself,  when  a  whole 
would  have  perished  by  the  theft.  His  strange 
1  enigma  not  easy  to  explain,  and  his  death 
wed  loe  from  the  constant  apprehension  tljat  ho  would 
I  into  the  hands  of  lite  provost  marshal,  and  die  fay  an 
executioner.  Had  u  good  education  given  John  Hennessy's 
financss,  courage,  and  groat  shrewdness,  a  right  direction, 
those  quahtiea  were  so  extraordinary  in  him  that  he  would 
probably  have  done  very  great  things.  He  was  indeed,  a 
ntoarkable  man." 

•_  In  lliis  narrative,  one  trait  of  Eennessy's  character  has 
s  forgotten.  The  silver  spur  which  he  preserved  through 
i  his  difficulties,  had  been  given  to  Charles  Napier 
h  his  sister,  when  he  left  her  to  go  to  ^pain.  It  was 
inved  will]  this  expression,  "  Now  I  am  your  knight." 
a  it  was  taken  oiF  by  Hennessy  he  said — If  you  esciipe 
t  to  my  sister."  The  injunction  was  not  forgotten. 
1  the  strange  man  first  reached  England,  instead  of 
■ng  to  his  regiment,  or  to  his  wife  or  child,  he  travelled  at 
Wt  two  itundred  miles  round  to  find  Miss  Emily  Napier, 
"^'i  delivered  the  remaiuing  fpur  to  her!  ^ume  pi^es  iu 
^e  book  of  bumim  nature  oi-e  certainly  very  difficult  tu  read  1 
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During  his  captivity  Charles  Napier's  family  mourned 
him  as  dead,  yet  hope  lingered,  and  after  thvee  months 
government  sent  a  frigate   to   ascertain  his  fate.     Bf 
Clouet  received  the  flag  and  hastened  to  inform  Ney. 
him  see  his  friends  and  tell  them  he  is  well  and  well  trea 
was  the  marshal's  response.     Clouet  looked  earnestly 
moved  not,  and  Ney,  smiling,  asked  why  he  waited ! 
has  an  old  mother,  a  widow  and  bUnd.     Has  he  ? 
him  go  then  and  tell  her  himself  that  he  is  alive ! 
also  released  twenty- five  badly- wounded  English  sold 
jocosely  adding — provided  they  take  all  the  Englishwo: 
with  them,  as  they  make  our  French  soldiers  quarrelsom 

At  this  period  a  very  bitter  feeling  existed  between 
French  and  English  governments,  exchange  of  prisa 
was  not  admitted,  and  Ney  therefore  risked  his  sover^ 
serious  displeasure  by  his  impulsive  generosity.  Napo! 
however  approved  of  the  act,  the  captive  s  relationshi] 
Mr.  Fox  being  probably  of  some  weight.  Guibert^ 
gallant,  humane  Guibert,  received  a  cross  of  the  legioi 
honour  as  a  matter  of  course ;  for  Napoleon,  so  foully  i 
represented  as  ferocious,  always  rewarded  generosity  tow; 
an  enemy.  It  was,  alas !  a  fatal  reward  for  Guibert 
result  was  thus  told  to  the  writer,  by  a  French  serge 
major  who  deserted  to  his  regiment  at  the  lines  of  Tc 
Vedras ;  and  from  different  quarters  afterwards  came  < 
firmation.  An  officer,  or  sous-officier,  disputed  Guib* 
right  to  the  cross,  saying  himself,  not  the  drummer, 
rescued  the  English  major.  Falsehood  or  favour  prevai 
and  Guibert,  stung  to  madness,  attempted  to  desert, 
taken  and  shot !  The  saviour  and  the  saved  are 
beyond  human  knowledge;  but  if  spirits  are  permi 
to  commune,  they  have  met  where  it  will  not  be  asl 
under  what  colours  a  noble  action  was  performed. 

*  The  jeerings  at  General  Walker  noticed  in  the  narrative  were  8ol< 
jokes :  he  was  of  distinguished  courage. 
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0.\  his  father's  birtiidny,   Sfltli  of  March,    Charles  Napier's 

ojitiTity  ended — one  of  many  notable  coincidences  atieod- 

him  through  life,  and  always  accepted  with  a  half-siipor- 

19  satisfaction.     Up  to  this  period  bis  Gounteiinnce  had 

fn  very  comely,  yet  grave  and  sedate ;  his  dark  luBtrous 

eyes  nJone  giving  signs  of  the  fiery  spirit  witiiin.     Pre- 

Tioosly  he  bad  been  inclined  to  care  for  outward  appear- 

UlMfl,  although  vithout  regard  to  fashion ;  but  after  Coruna 

ittx  was  disregarded,  and  bis  manuer  became  eager  and 

twtlees.  witii  sudden  spasmodic  moremenis,  springing  partly 

his  wounds,  partly   from   previous  ill-health.      This 

ige  of  manner  was  a  mark  of  awakened  genius :  he  had 

with  and  against  men  of  raiglily  energies,  and  thus 

1^  conscious  of  ability,  bis  countenance  assumed  a 

iy  vehement,  earnest  expression,  and  his  resemblance 

cbnined  eagle  was  universally  remarked. 

'gnrded  now  as  belonging  to  history,  a  similarity   in 

Iter  to  the  French  general  Dessaix  is  remarkable.  The 

has  been  described  by  Napoleon,  as  a  dark  man,  so 

rbed  in  glorious  aspirations,   that  being  several  times 

Iy  And  gratuitously  fumisbed  witli  camp  equipage,  he 

on  each  occasion  denuded  of  it  in  a  week,  and  found 

ling  under  a  gun,  careless  of  his  loss.     This  portrait 

M  pass  for  that  of  Charles  Napier  in  all  points  but  one ; 

Wold  not  have  lost  bis  equipment,  for  order  was  with 

prominent  quality:  but  be  would  have  refused  it,  from 

0  of  such  disturbance  to  his  simple  habits.     In  mih- 

daring  and  mural  wortli,  the  resemblance  seems  coui- 
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plet«.  Alike  careleaa  of  personal  comfort  and  nppenrance, 
both  were  rognrded  as  eccentric  by  common  minds,  but  were 
the  idols  of  their  soldiers  ;  laiA  while  wai-ring  with  absoliita 
BuocesB  against  the  bravest  of  Asiatics,  Thlamelukes  and  Bp- 
loochees,  in  countries  precisely  similar,  Egypt  nod  Seinde, 
both  were  by  their  conquered  eneroieE,  designated — Desaaix 
as  the  Jiiat  Sultan.  Napier  as  the  Just  Padisbaw.  The 
French  genoral  was  however  never  proved  as  a  legislator  and 
niler.  At  Marengo,  Lord  William  Beniinck,  then  serving 
with  the  Austrian  army,  saw  Dessaix  fall ;  and  from  Lord 
William's  brigade,  at  Coruna,  Napier  advanced  and  also  fi^ll 
under  his  eye;  happily  not  in  death:  he  lived  to  render 
greater  service  for  Kngland  than  ever  Dessnix  did  for 
France:  but  how  differently  have  they  been  treated!  The 
Frenchman's  fame  was  instantly  accepted  as  part  of  ba 
nation's  glory;  sovereign  and  people  strove  as  to  which 
should  most  earnestly  express  gratitude  and  admirstioi); 
the  Englishman,  with  higher  claims,  was  foully  insulted  and 
maligned  in  life,  neglected  in  death  !  Wliat  then !  his  fJunt 
needs  not  the  support  of  courts,  it  belongs  to  history. 

The  actions  of  the  great  generals  who  sprung  from  lb* 
French  Revolution,  altlioiigh  laboriously  decried  by  Eng^lisli 
piiiiticiaos  and  writers,  awakened  the  British  genius  fur  war, 
which  had  long  slept.  The  English  government  remoiiiec 
indeed,  to  the  last,  in  darkaess  and  duluess;  but  there  wm 
soldiers  who  stepped  into  the  light  with  undazzled  eyes,  tiai 
Charles  Napier  was  not  the  lust  to  comprehend  the  general' 
ship  of  France:  he  studied  it  intently,  yet  for  assimilatJoi 
niiher  than  imitation ;  seeing  early,  that  war,  though  nodei 
great  guiding  principles,  is  so  vast  an  art  as  always  to  odmi: 
the  display  of  original  genius.  The  great  Napoleon  wai 
however,  first  and  last,  a  wonder  to  Iiim,  Early  in  lifo 
deceived  by  the  systematic  vilification  of  that  astoundinf 
genius,  he  felt  personal  hatred,  and  of  his  own  nnbiaSBM 
judgment  always  reprobated  the  invasion  of  Spain:  bat  hi 
sagacity  soon  pierced  ihrou'gb  prejudice,  end  the  Emperor' 
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capacity  created  astonishment,  which  increased  when  his 
0*0  exjierieDoe,  as  a  commander  and  ruler,  enabled  him 
III  sBliinaie  the  difficulties  begetting  those  stations.  Then 
slso  he  could  belter  appreciate  the  frantic  vituperation  of 
enmiieB;  and  always  he  regarded  Napoleon's  cnpiivity  and 
ii-ah  tea  a  national  stain,  akin  to  that  which  soiled  Rome 
*\m  Flaroinius  drove  Hunnihal  to  suicide. 
N'ey  had  exacted  parole  not  to  serve  until  exchanged,  a 
.  cdnilition  now  rendered  onerous  by  the  shameful  way  in 
"'lii'ii  prisoners  of  war  were  treated  in  England,  and  hy  nn 
-ii'ilile  fraud  pmctised  in  his  particular  case :  two  midship- 
1 11  were  sent  as  an  equivalent  for  the  commander  of  a 
iiviiocni  who  had  been  treated  so  generously !  He  remained 
tliirefore  a  long  time  virtually  a  prisoner,  and  did  not  rejoin 
hi' rpfiiment  until  January  1ft  10,  when  the  correspondence 
M'^i  Ui:^  mother  was  resumed:  meanwhile  the  Peuinsula 
'  I  lietome  the  scene  of  great  events.  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley 
il  nyiiin  taken  command,  had  forced  the  passage  of  the 
I'liiTO,  fought  the  battle  of  Talavera,  retreated  to  Portugal, 
I'll  had  become  Lord  Wellington.  He  was  at  this  time 
ii  iLb  north-east  frontier  of  that  country,  and  was  ready  for 
"-'■  defence  ngain^t  Maasena ;  but  with  resources  so  little 
nniirtstood  by  his  government  or  army,  that  a  hiisty  and 
JiMstrous  evacuation  was  expected  by  both.  His  advance 
i '  Talavera  had  indeed  been  an  error,  and  the  subsequent 
t'Mit,  with  the  terrible  after  loss  by  sickness  around 
'I'liyoa  iind  Elbas,  had  given  the  troops  a  mean  opinion 
■I  liis  g^neratshtp :  he  was  called  a  mere  favourite  of  power, 
I'll  and  unskilful.  The  deep  design,  the  strong  resolu- 
ii'ii,  the  far-seeing  sagacity,  the  sure  judgment,  destined  to 
'"'ac  the  world,  were  then  unknown,  and  with  the  usual 
'"iy  vjoWce  of  the  English  public  one  error  was  taken 
"■  i  basis  for  genemlization.  Wellington  was  pronounced  a 
'  I'll  grnorai  !  Charles  Napier's  brothers  were  then  serving 
''''i  the  army,  where  hatred  and  contempt  for  the  Spaniai'ds 
""'viiled,  nod  BJtuilaT  feelings  pervaded  the  army  at  home. 
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"  His  mother,  January  14th. — This  very  honr,  nine  o  cl 
at  night,  last  year,  we  took  up  our  position  at  Goruii: 
While  marching  we  were  overtaken  hy  the  general 
George,  and  Moore  asked  if  it  was  the  50th  ?  Yes  sL  ^=7. 
Napier  how  do  you  do  ?  he  said,  and  rode  on,  a  doome^^ 
man ! 

"Hastings,  18th. — We  passed  over  the  battle  ground  th^e 
16th,  and  an  unfortunate  laurel  tree  was  torn  to  pieces  l^  7 
the  men,  that  all  who  had  burned  powder  at  Goruiia  miglnat 
bear  the  symbol  of  triumph  on  our  brows.  My  belief  JEs 
that  Lord  Wellington  will  not  fight  again,  unless  he  is  ma.  ^ 
or  foohsh.  As  to  the  chef  de  bataillon,  it  would  be  muc^  ^ 
more  agreeable  to  be  exchanged  for  him  than  for  two  ec^* 
seignes  de  vaisseaux.  This  offer  is  not  right  Your  lettersT) 
dear  mother,  reached  me,  but  not  in  the  midst  of  rejoidng^^i 
I  came  from  mess  early,  and,  having  marched  twenty  mile 
went  to  bed  neither  in  wild  nor  bad  spirits,  yet  glad  vrhi 
thinking  of  my  state  that  day  year,  to  have  a  good 
good  health,  freedom,  and  friends  near.  So,  thanking  Go^3t 
I  went  fast  asleep,  and  awoke  next  morning  to  think  agai-^ 
of  the  difference  and  be  grateful.  We  have  little  chance  ^^^ 
going  out,  for  every  officer  and  man  that  can  be  spared 
leave  of  absence  until  April. 

"  January  22nd. — Got  a  devil  of  a  tumble  the  day  befo: 
yesterday,  which  makes  me  glad,  because  I  could  not  ^K-O 
better  than  have  my  yearly  accident  without  being  reat^ly 
hurt :  to  run  twelve  months  without  some  petite  chose  poi 
passer  Ic  tems,  is  not  for  me.  Being  a  frosty  day  my 
leg  slipped,  and  down  went  horse  and  man.  Bosinante 
got  up,  and  tlien  I  made  all  sorts  of  lovely  contortions 
ascertain  damage :  left  leg  badly  bruised  at  knee,  ankle 
instep.  Very  stiff  all  yesterday,  yet  no  internal  bruise, 
morning  better.  How  my  leg  and  thigh  escaped  crushirr^^S* 
God  knows.  I  fell  feet  in  stirrups,  one  leg  under  the  mar**^ 
she  lying  on  her  side ;  the  other  thrown  over  her,  and  tfc»^ 
reins  in  hand.    The  ground  was  hard^  and  the  holsters  sav^^ 
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the   leg  for  they  were  cniahed  aotl  torn  from  the  Sflddio! 
Well,  thej  did  escape,  that  will  do. 

" did  make  the  speech,  at  a  naval  officer's  table ;  it 

was  not  to  anger  the  50cb,  but  from  sheer  hackhiting  and 
jealousy:  however  I  '11  be  up  to  him,     A  large  seqient  is  a 

leplile  as  well  as ,  but  despising  it  does  not  save  one's 

life.  That  doelrine  of  despising  I  hold  very  cheap  :  meet 
every  man  with  his  own  weapons  is  my  creed,  and  failing  is 
jour  own  fauil:  but  fail  I  will  not  without  a  blow.  Clarke 
of  the  35th  is  a  fine  fellow.  What  tbey  say  of  Irishmen  is 
unite  true :  they  are  raps  or  superior  animab,  there  are  no 
il^reea.  They  are  unfit  for  jnr)-inen  and  ought  to  be  judges 
or  culprits.  What  a  heu  ten  ant- colonelcy  for  nae  if  Clarke  is 
nfused  !  but  do  not  utter  a  word  about  that,  it  would  make 
me  verj-  uneasy,  even  to  have  it  offered  to  me  while  there  is 
1  chance  of  his  success  in  the  matter. 

" February. — Confound    old   Pivot!" — Sir  D.   Dundas. 

"A  young  captain,  famous  for  nothing  but  shirking  duty,  has 

been  made  major:  i  would  like  to  roast  old  Pivot.     But 

^^m'l  yoa  make  Fox  or  any  one  ask  him  to  promote  me, 

^^Hk  him  Qp  for  George  if  you  can.     He  must  however  be 

^^^^ed  up  to  let  me  go  to  the  siege  of  Cadiz  :  more  thanks 

^^fe  thu  than   for  a   Ueutenant-colonelcy.      WiU   General 

Gt&ham  send  for  George,  tliink  you?     I  should  like  to 

«o  how  they  go  on,  and  learn  Spanish,  which  could  be 

*Sbctod  with  throe  months'  leave.     I  am  very  anxious  about 

Portugal,  though  thinking  Lord  Wellington  will  not  venture 

«  Wile:  moreover  the  French  won't  fight,  tbey  will  turn 

^^^  poutioD.    Your  letter  of  yesterday  jast  come.     They  did 

^Hntto  t«ll  you  of  the  report  that  the  armies  had  met:  it 

^Hp  fdse,  but  I  bate  concealing  what  must  be  known  in 

^^Oe:  you  need  not  fear  any  of  us  doing  that.   I  don't  agree 

^i(b  you  tliat  philosophy  cannot  conquer  nature,  but  I  do 

tiQi  want  it  to  do  so.     Who  would  not  be  ansioua  when 

t  they  love  are  in  danger  ?     Last  year's  occurrences 

alil  do  anything  but  fiigfaten  you,  and  your  supposing 
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that  misfortune  must  come  is  a  fuult :  riding  out  to  meec 
evil  is  bad.  Yet  you  bear  it  when  it  does  come  as  yoi»_ 
ought.  My  trust  is  that  your  fortitude  vron't  be  tried  now^. 
and  that  nil  will  be  safe,  I  also  am  anxious  about  my 
brotliers,  but  it  is  not  an  anxiety  tliat  gives  me  uneasiness^ 
it  only  makes  me  eager  for  news:  predeslinarianiam  is  toc^ 
strong  in  me  to  allow  of  my  suffering  from  these  ihiogs;  i^C 
is  only  what  can  be  altered  by  ourselves  that  i^itat«S  ms  — 
Do  not  make  arrangements  aa  if  sometliing  slioeking  wa^a 
decidedly  to  happen:  no  spirits  can  stand  that.  Your  Bou^a 
eomo  home  full  of  fighting  and  without  clothes ;  we  shall  bt^s 
very  meny,  and  if  George's  ardent  wish  to  lose  a  Jin  b«^ 
granted  we  shall  dress  his  stump.  I  join  iiim  not  in  tbo-C 
desire,  and  hope  to  see  him  statu  quo  ante  helium  as  t 
and  arms." 

George  Napier  afterwards  had  his  right  arm  twice  b 
in  fight,  and  finally  lost  it  at  Ciudad  Kodrigo ! 

"April. — If  anything  he  done  my  brotlier'a  brigade  wiH 
get  full  share,  but  hardly  will  Lord  WeUington  try  to  defend 
Portugal.  God  bless  you  dearest  mother,  don't  think  youi 
sous  are  actually  cut  in  halves  !  Louisa  I  see  seals  in  blaii 
already  for  George  and  William,  pray  order  my  mourning; 
I  owe  them  a  suit  for  what  they  did  for  me.     Lord  Mart 

Kerr's  intelligence  is  bad,  originaUng  with and  

both  noted  bowmen,  and  the  latter  one  of  the  weakeat  fools 
imaginable.  When  they  told  me  all  majors  but  myself  were 
promoted  I  said,  Uke  an  idiot,  I  will  memorialize.  1  am 
not  apt  to  trouble  the  multitude  with  communicatiaas,  aai 
rejoice  at  being  likely  to  lose  by  my  folly  now,  thoui 
only  consists  of  this  speech  at  mess  '  Dy  Jove  I  '11  t 
lieutenant-colonelcy  too.'  The  mass  of  men  are  fboli^ 
rascals,  or  fools  only,  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  myself  B 
laining  to  the  latter  class.  Ten  agreeable  Icllors  hnve  \ 
to  me  at  once :  they  are  like  the  shower  of  mamw.  I 

handsomest  one,  from  Lord  Wm.  Bentinck.  I  e ' 

and  General  Chnlou  is  also  very  kind,   i  will  use  no  ii 


IT  my  promotion,  it  is  a  rigbt :  keep  all  friendly  help  for 
GeoTjfe,  They  can  hardly  refuse  me  promotion  now,  bb 
the  other  Coruna  majors  have  got  it  in  garrison  hattfllions  : 
tfiai  is  the  court  kind  of  pmmotiou.  May  nine  laillions 
of  mitlodictions  alight  on  old,  Pivot  Uavy,  for  all  other 
(■Druim  majors  are  promoted.  All  tbe  respect  for  Moore 
<ii«pl«yed  in  my  memorial,  was  to  put  lliem  in  good  humour: 
lui  really  1  am  more  proud  of  having  served  with  him  in 
''Mile  than  of  all  ibey  could  give  loe.  Shew  the  memoir  to 
Icni  William," 

Uis  claim  to  promotion  nas  met  by  BhniHiDg  cold  eva- 
si»ng:  it  was  bis  right  and  was  of  course  denied;  but  he  easily 
"liUined  leave  to  risk  his  life  again,  that  being  a  favour 
i^hiuii  gave  liim  uo  claim,  and  might  get  rid  of  one.  Hence. 
I'l  May,  as  a  vulunteer,  he  joined  the  light  division  beyond 
ifie  Coa,  under  tbe  fierj-  Robert  Craufurd,  who  with  lesB 
liiiD  lour  thousand  men  was  braving  the  whole  French 
may  ou  a  plain,  having  only  a  fordablo  river  between 
tiiPin  !  This  was  a  place  to  take  lessons  In  war,  and 
ChuJes  Napier's  Journal  and  Correspondence  abow  bow 
fie  profited:  yet  it  must  be  again  noted,  that  Lord  Wel- 
lington's grpat  reach  of  genius  was  not  then  recognized. 
■K  prominent  error  like  lalavera,  followed  by  b«d  results, 
1!)  easily  seized  by  misjudging  men ;  but  nice  and  subtle 
wmblDatiuns,  even  when  successf\i],  always  escape  vulgar 
uimprehcnaion,  and  Bometimea  even  fine  intellects :  Charles 
Nnpier  will  be  found  not  quite  free  from  tbe  general  rais- 
■11)  prehension,  yet  his  innate  sense  of  greatness  soon  cor- 
•■r.iQa  his  judgmenL 

"Journal,  April  10th.  —  Leave  of  absence  for  three 
monffaB. 

'■  80th  May. — After  a  long  passage,  this  day  saw  me  safely 

into  harbour:  may  I  reach  tbe  port  now  in  my  mind  by 

■    \l  20lb  of  May!  may  the  omen  he  good!  I  augur  well  of 

u  ;  «bat  we  moat  wish  for  we  feel  most  confident  of,  and  I 

B  nngnine. 

Q  a 
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"  21sl.— Dined  wiih  the  Admiral.  A  Spanish  gener 
I  some  Portuguese  noblesse  there  ;  and  also  the  daughter  be 
grandchildren  of  Pombal,  The  Spanish  general  told  n 
that  lie  was  the  hest  general  they  had,  he  thought.  H 
name  was  Contreras,  and  he  had  more  informalion  ib&D 
expected  in  a  don :  he  had  also  the  honour  of  having  bet 
well  tliraaljcd  by  the  Freuch  very  lately.  Men  of  ihn 
nations  were  at  the  dinner,  and  it  is  difficult  to  sny  whit 
despised  ilie  olhera  most;  or  which  thought  most  of  then 
selves. 

"  I  have  seen  the  church  of  Son  Itoque:  it  is  super) 
The  mosaics  are  exquisite,  and  tlie  quantity  of  silver  sn 
precious  stones  wonderful,  considering  that  the  French  be 
been  in  Lisbon  so  long !  1  can  hardly  believe  their  hsvin 
been  so  foolish  as  to  leave  such  riches  in  the  hands  of  iiiDatJ 
priestti.  I  gave  lialf  a  crown  for  the  sight :  tlie  poor  ihn 
give  alms  to  the  rich.  To  demolish  such  altars  would  b 
wise,  meritorious,  and  very  agreeable  ;  Massena  will  surel 
look  at  the  cornelian  altar,  the  ponderous  silver  candleadcki 
the  pillars  of  lapi  lazuli.  Sec.  From  this  over  rich  chorol 
I  went  to  Boe  the  arsenal ;  there  the  Algerine  slaves  U 
chained,  and  are  fine  men.  Truly  I  pitied  them :  they  at 
slaves  to  worse  meu  than  themselves,  for  an  Algerine  pii 
valeer  will  always  beat  a  Portuguese  frigate.  Poor  fellowa 
it  is  horrid  to  see  them  in  such  bands.  Hateful  is  slavery  I 
me  naturally,  and  also  because  I  have  felt  what  being  a  cap 
live  is:  it  is  purgatory,  if  not  hell !  however  what  Godsend 
let  man  bear :  quo  fata  vocant ;  he  who  is  n  man  mnt 
follow  fate  like  a  man.  The  Stoic  principle  was  good,  bc 
wont  loo  far,  for  tliey  could  not  ptish  practice  to  the  fOl 
extent:  Siuidsm  is  only  good  when  we  cannot  help  oni 
•elves.  Epictetus  would  have  been  more  to  my  taste  if  h 
had  broken  his  master's  skull  instead  of  patiently  leltin 
Ws  own  be  broke. 

"  May  aiet. — Once  more  at  Sacavetn.  On  the  £d| 
October.  ISOti,  I  was  here  commanding  the  50th  Re( 
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Wbit  are  the  pleasnres  of  mamory  !  T  greet  her  '  at  the 
jitnd  to  vhom  Morign  the  vulture's  ravening  beak  the 
ratm'i  funeral  song'  Standing  under  an  olive,  my 
liioiighls  were  of  my  triend ;  for  under  that  very  tree 
Oh«rW  StanLope  liad  then  brealtfnated  with  me,  and  hope 
"f  kIofv,  and  admiratioii  for  Moore,  were  our  themes  !  Tivo 
'bort  years  and  lo  !  here  am  I  again:  but  Moore!  Stau- 
Iwpe!  where  are  ye?  Napoleon  talljs  of  peace:  would  to 
God  he  wished  for  it  as  sincerely  as  I  do.  Oli !  that  I  might 
)iiiic|[  a  branch  and  give  pence  to  the  world,  as  an  offering  to 
liis  manes  of  my  friend  !  I  feel  low.  Stanhope!  Stnnhope! 
evm  turn  of  this  road,  every  stone  brings  you  before  my 
erw,  and  often  prevents  ray  seeing  ibera ;  and  my  dear 
brothers!  bow  I  long  to  reach  you.  Shall  I  Bee  you  even 
now  ?  But  what  brings  me  here  ?  Honour  !  Damn 
honour !  Falstaff  is  right  by  Jove !  Yet,  can  one  be 
fuppy  without  honour?  Ko,  no!  Forward  tlien,  and 
never  reason  while  in  low  spirits.  Of  one  thing  I  am  sure, 
iiiunely,  that  a  man  is  a  fool  to  hve  till  he  is  old;  for  he 
loses  the  greatest  comfort  of  life  thereby,  and  gets  oomuted 
probably  into  the  bargain.  Enough!  old  bachelors  are  fools 
ooiwithstanding  I 

"  Coimbra,  June. — Portuguese  troops  hero ;  they  are  a 
itiong  race  and  will  make  good  soldiers,  but  are  not  so 
now:  it  will  take  Beresford  some  years  to  make  them  good 
troopB,  mad  more  English  officers  are  wanted.  We  shall  lose 
lialf  our  army  if  Lord  Wellington  risks  a  battle  any  great 
distance  from  Lisbon ;  and  I  fear  the  French  may  penetrate 
bj  ibc  Tagus,  and  perhaps  cut  off  part  of  our  army :  I  am 
iacliaed  U>  tbink  they  want  to  draw  us  on  to  Siklnmanca  for 
thai  purpose.  God  grant  I  may  be  in  ail  that  passes  and 
etcapc ;  I  have  had  enough  of  the  malgr^,  and  would  like 
a  of  the  bongr6,  but  sink  or  swim  I  will  join  in  the 
mlt:  twenty-live  thousand  British  will  not  fall  inglorious 
wept,  and  as  death  must  come  it  cannot  be  in  better 
My.     I  have  just  heard  we  are  to  have  a  medal  for 
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Corufia,  and  it  is  possible  I  may  get  another  here  ere  two^ 
months  pass,  leaden  or  golden.     But  all  is  chance,  so  Fateat. 
have  at  you :  an  ugly  pack  of  witches  ye  are,  but  ye  scar^^ 
me  not,  and  therefore  may  as  well  be  propitious,  for  if  not  EI 
defy  you." 

The  view  of  affairs  taken  above  was  nearly  the  same  aa^- 
Lord  Wellington  took.     That  great  man  had  contemplated^ 
a  dash  at  Salamanca,  yet  relinquished  it  for  fear  of  beingf^ 
drawn  into  a  general  action,  which  he  was  resolved  not  tc^ 
fight  far  from  Lisbon,  fearing  not  only  the  want  of  expe- 
rience in  the  Portuguese  troops  but  that  the  French  woolly 
penetrate  by  the  Tagus :  Busaco  was  forced  upon  him,  it^ 
was  a  political  battle. 

"  Celorico,  June  14th. — Passed  a  volcanic  country  to  all 
appearance:  innumerable  conical  hills,  each  covered  with, 
and  surrounded  by  stones,  are  scattered  in  all  directions. 
May  not  the  name  of  Celorico  come  from  caloric  ?  Thrashed 
a  Juiz  de  Fora  for  insolence  at  PenhanQOS. 

"  15th. — Waited  yesterday  on  Lord  Wellington,  who  was 
very  civil,  and  signed  my  certificate  of  exchange.     Dined 
with  him.     He  told  me  the  French  made  the  most  regular 
rt»tr(Mits  he  ever  saw  at  Roriga  and  Talavera :  quere,  did  he 
follow  their  example  ?     People  say  his  march  from  Talavera 
to  AleniUvjo  was  very  bad ;  but  those  who  criticise  generals 
do  not  always  know  their  motives  of  action,  and  often  have 
motives  of  their  own  for  criticising.     Nevertheless  we  must 
think,   and   I    think   Lord  WelHngton  committed  a  great 
orror  in  that  campaign  by  trusting  to  the  Spaniards  after 
wluit  Moore  had  experienced  ;  and  another  in  advancing  too 
far  when  his  retreat  might  be  cut  off.     He  was  wrong  also  I 
think  in  fighting  when  victory  did  him  no  good,  and  defeat 
must  have  destroyed  liim :  his  information  was  bad,  and  he 
trusUnl  it  too  imphcitly.     Again.     Why  did  he  stay  in  the 
do8tru<Jtivo  marshes  of  the  Alemtejo  until  nearly  the  whole 
t)f  luH  unny  fell  from  sickness  ?     It  is  not  easy  to  compre* 
hond  all  this,  and  I  have  heard  no  good  answer  to  iL   Every 
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loer  I  bnve  seen  and  spoken  to  about  the  matter,  has  told 
le  sunie  awry,  viz.  that  die  battle  of  Talavera  wiia  lost 
3  French  hud  made  one  more  attack ;  and  that  tlie 
e  anny  expected  to  he  beaten  next  day.  Now  Lord 
ifliu^on  might  have  hnd  ten  battalions  mure  in  the  fight, 
t  lilt)  brigades  of  Lightbourne  nnd  the  two  Craufurds, 
ly  were  they  in  the  rear?  The  thing  is  noi  easily  explained 
M  Ilia  advantage :  he  did  not  expect  a  battle,  and  yet,  had 
tie  Frtnoh  delayed  a  few  days  he  must  have  laid  down  his 
ffltM,  or  been  cut  to  pieces.  Altogether  his  general  opera- 
'iuns  are  difficult  to  bo  defended.  But  his  conduct  in  the 
I'ittld  ahetred  grent  coolness  and  the  most  perfect  self-pos- 
*^oa ;  and  by  what  I  observe,  since  I  came  here,  he  seems 
t"  have  gained  a  lesson  from  Talavera.  Still  the  whole  of 
ttim  campaign  is  discreditable  to  him  as  a  great  captain, 
iniil  he  appears  to  have  deserved  the  epithets  of  rash  and 
iioiinjdcnt ;  not  that  of  fool  though,  as  many  say ;  his  errors 
«9[n  to  be  more  those  of  inexperience  and  vanity  than  want 
'if  ulent.  England  has  paid  dearly  in  men  and  money  for 
'lis  education  indeed,  yet  if  he  hns  thereby  been  made  n 
gwod  general  the  loss  is  less:  we  have  very  few  capable  of 
9  worth  a  straw,  though  all  the  blood  and  gold  in 
t  and  India  were  lavishly  expended  on  them." 
e  censures  were  all  just,  militarily  speaking,  and  the 
f  Wellington  was  too  great  to  deny  faults :  ho  always 
J  Oie  Talavera  campaign  to  he  an  error;  excusing  it 
ipally  on  false  information  and  the  political  emharrass- 
tt  caused  by  the  Spaniards. 

b. — I  see  no  reason  to  find  fuiilt  with  Lord  Welhng- 

^condnct  now,  in  not  succouring  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and 

^pomtions  for  a  retreat  are   good :   ihoy  might  be 

r,  I  think,  better,  as  I  have  seen  many  roads  almost 

wblc  for  anybody,  and  wholly  so  for  an  army,  which  a 

tats  might  make  good  in  three  days,  the  materials 

1  the  spot.     Perhaps  others  are  good,  by  which  he 

0  Mice,  and  thai  I  have  not  seen :  I  can  discover  no 
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fault  or  appearance  of  raabness,  except  the  having  Craufui 
so  iidvimced.     His  remBining  so  secure  at  Celorico  is  pn 

I  bably  a  L'uQsequeBce  of  good  intelligence,  but  it  nppenrs 
dangerous  poat  if  the  enemy  ebould  push  General  HilL 
cannot  help  thinking  the  siege  of  Rodrigo  is  to  entice  hi 
inUi  Spain,  and  if  be  does  move  forward  they  will  push  hi 
at  Abrantes :  should  he  be  so  tempted  the  game  is  up  !  h 
he  will  not  be  thus  ensnared,  the  scheme  is  too  evident. 

"  Pinhel,  June  19th.— Dined  with  General  Picton.  TJ 
castle  here,  built  at  different  times,  has  Moorish  cfaaracte 
on  the  walls ;  so  there  are  at  Celorico,  which  some  peop 
call  Roman — why  I  know  not,  for  it  is  built  withont  cemei 
and  has  square  towers,  some  like  bastions.  The  Bishop 
Pinhel  is  said  to  be  a  sensible  man ;  he  is  very  hospitabi 
and  very  like  Charles  Fox,  but  better  looking  and  not  i 
fat :  his  palace  full  of  prints,  all  very  bad,  and  some  a 
very  decent  for  a  bishop. 

"20th. — Examined  the  works  of  Almeida.  Oommandi 
on  the  north-east,  but  may  make  a  good  defence:  guns  ve: 

.  imall  in  calibre  though  large  in  size,  one-pounders  chioS 
with  bud  ctu-ritiges. 

"5iUt,  Oallegoa. — Saw  Wilham  and  George,  the  latt 
not  well,  boat  aifccts  him  :  he  has  I  believe  the  best  bea 
iilivc  and  bi^atJng,  and  a  right  good  head.  I  hope  to  a 
both  Bftfo  home  after  this  breeze ;  if  not  they  are  well  pr 
parod  for  a  longer  voyage,  but  God  forbid  they  should  tsl 
it  now. 

•'  'iinA. — This  morning  we  fired  five  shots  at  a  forftgio 
pany.  Al  noon  Marshal  Ney  reconnoitred  us  with  son 
K(]u«drous,  driving  our  posts  within  the  line  of  llie  Azai 
I'lviu".  Captain  Melliah"— tJio  celebrated  sporting  JlelUsl 
n  bravo  follow,  ho  was  on  Uie  staff—"  and  myself  were  at  U 
.mipiwta ;  he  miidu  a  fool  of  himself  and  I  laughed  at  hio 
Hi>  ihikIu  oTir  peitplt.  pive  up  two  poets  witboni  a  shot,  ar 
ih«  lieutpwant  of  the  43rd  asked  my  adi-ice,  so  did  Mellisl 
ami  it  vas  lu  occupy  the  ground  ^ain:    this  was  doi 
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easily  as  the  enemy  had  made  his  observations,  which  he 
should  not  have  done  if  I  had  commanded  the  post  Our 
pofiition  is  fearfiilly  dangerous  here;  je  expect  an  attack, 
and  having  only  three  thousand  men,  and  the  French 
twenty-five  thousand;  shall  be  lucky  if  we  get  off:  it  is 
nnoomfortable. 

''  23rd. — Saw  the  Spanish  general  Carrera :  he  showed  me 
his  troops,  and  they  are  bad  enough,  like  all  Spaniards. 
Bon  Julian  Sanchez,  the  partizan,  has  cut  his  way  out  of 
Ciodad  Rodrigo ;  he  is  an  intrepid  man  they  say,  and  very 
8«Tage.  The  French  go  on  slowly  with  the  siege.  Lord  W. 
wisdy  keeps  quiet ;  he  is  blamed  for  this,  but  is  right,  and 
it  gives  me  great  confidence  in  the  man. 

"  25th. — French  opened  their  batteries,  and  the  fire  was 
I'etQiDed  with  spirit.  The  enemy  drove  back  our  picquet 
from  Marialva  and  Garpio,  beyond  the  bridge  and  fords  of 
the  Azava.  Soon  afterwards  a  troop  of  our  German  hussars 
croaaed  the  bridge  and  skirmished,  but  using  only  carbines 
ind  pistols,  only  one  man  and  two  horses  were  killed :  the 
spectacle  was  as  pretty  as  it  was  ridiculous.  Such  trifling 
work  serves  no  purpose  whatever,  it  risks  brave  men  and 
teaches  them  to  trifle  with  service :  we  should  fight  or  let  it 
tlone:  the  latter  is  most  to  my  taste.  Everything  convinces 
i&e  that  light  cavalry  has  no  business  with  carbines.  The 
Oannans  understand  outpost  work  better  than  our  cavalry, 
hot  if  the  English  err  they  will  fight  themselves  through ; 
ttkd  though  Germans  are  brave  enough  they  certainly  have 
^  the  fire  of  our  men :  wherefore,  taking  all  risks  from 
drinloDg  and  ignorance,  I  would  rather  have  two  British 
Kgiments,  infantry  or  cavalry,  than  three  German  regiments, 
i&d  that  is  saying  a  great  deal. 

"26th. — The  16th  Light  Dragoons  come  up.  The  town 
^  bravely :  the  cannonade  was  tremendous  last  night,  and 
ttia  morning  the  place  is  on  fire.  Three  explosions  in  the 
trenches ;  but  a  breach  is  to  be  seen,  though  small.  Lord  W. 
'BeoDQoitred  in  a  slight  way,  and  saw  the  town  from  Molina 

Q  a 
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da  Flores.    Marshal  Nej'  is  supposed  to  have  passed  tho  fort^B 
where  my  brother's  picquet  was,  ruid  the  men  fired  at  hiiiiHa 
wiihoQt  George's  orders,  woundiog  one  person  of  his  suites- 
Had  Ney  been  hit  it  would  not  have  been  creditable :  it  i^M 
not  right  to  fire  at  people  without  necessity,  like  ludiaik:^ 
savages.     The  marshal,  or  wlioever  it  was,  had  rode  op  the^ 
river  and  crossed  safely,  so  no  end  was  answered  by  pelting; — 
him  as  he  wa^  going  home.     Brigadier- General  McKJUDon. 
Colonel  Pakenham  and  myself,  with  others,  had  ridden  ^ 
few  hours  before  close  to  their  picquets,  at  the  very  sam^ 
place,  and  instead  of  firing  on  us  they  only  joked  and  good— 
humouredly  asked  us  to  come  across  the  river:  when  our 
men  fired  they  returned  the  compliment,  but  our  firing  was 
stopped  by  George  immediately, 

"  July  Ist. — Heavy  bombardment  at  night,  and  we 
miwched  from  Gallegos  to  bivouac  in  the  woods. 

"  2nd. — Our  bivouac  beautiful,  like  a  f^te  ohampeire  mther 
than  an  oulpost  close  to  an  enemy :  the  baggage  got  into 
confusion.  Why  do  we  remain  in  this  exposed  situation? 
Why  is  this  fine  division  risked  ?  If  the  enemy  was  enter- 
prizing  we  should  be  cut  to  pieces.  We  are  not  five  thou- 
sand, including  Carrera's  force  of  fifteen  hundred  Spaniards, 
and  twelve  hundred  of  ours  are  Portuguese.  The  French 
have  tweniy-fivo  thousand,  and  forty  thousand  mon-  within 
a  day's  march  ;  yet  we  have  the  impudeuce  to  stay  close  W 
them :  we  shall  be  attacked  some  morning  and  lose  many  men. 

"  His  mother.  Alameda,  July  1st. — We  have  left  Gallegos 
at  last,  fortunately,  or  Lord  Wellington  would  have  chanced 
to  lose  his  light  division,  My  belief  is  that  the  ignorance 
of  the  French  general  as  to  our  real  situation  saved  us,  but 
we  are  now  comparatively  secure.  The  siege  of  Bodrigo  is 
very  dialreesing,  but  Lord  Wellington  is  resolved  to  give  no 
lielp :  very  wisely.  He  is  a  much  better  general  than  I  sus- 
pected him  to  bo ;  that  is,  he  has  profited  from  his  former 
errors  -,  that  ho  made  them  no  one  oau  doubt  who  hears 
the  conversation  of  the  army.     He  is  not  popular,  let 
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m  than  suppoaed.     However  he  will  not  commit  himself 

I,  and  that  is  comfort  for  those  in  En^lftDd.    My  brother 

"V^'illiam  took  a  violent  passion  for  Don  Julian  Sanchez,  the 

^^erilla  chief,  but  has  been  a  little  cooled  by  the  latur  hav- 

xx3fr>  the  day  before  yesterday,  put  to  death  one  hundred  and 

^►ixiy  Frenchmen,  to  sixty  of  whom  he  had  at  first  given 

qnarter!    The  don  fights  with  lances,  which  was  the  first 

MXtnction  I  believe;  he  is  a  hold  partizan,  biti  it  is  to  he 

feared  rery  bloody.     One  of  his  men  told  rae,  if  they  caupht 

^ey  ihey  meant  to  cat  him  into  lengths,  beginning  at  his 

fc^i!    Ney  in  return  has  promised   to   hang  Julian    and 

uis  men  when  ha  catches  them,  and  has  already  partially 

pnformed  his  promise :  charming  warfare  and  mild ! 

"ffp  shall  stay  here  until  Cindad  is  taken,  and  then 
probably  the  French  will  move  on  Hill  and  Lord  Wel- 
l")^n  at  the  same  time.  It  is  said  the  latter  makes  no 
wciTit  of  his  intention  to  quit  Portugal,  and  that  he  thinks 
il  will  be  soon ;  hut  don't  give  me  as  authority,  it  may  be 
'Illy  rumonr.  Meantime  be  sutisfiud  he  is  not  the  rash  man 
'■  nas,  or  Ciudad  would  ere  this  have  been  relieved:  it 
uiiflit  have  been,  for  they  could  not  stand  an  attack  from  us, 
ud  my  persuasion  is  that  the  siege  was  hltJe  more  than  a 
biitle-trup  for  his  lordship,  which  he  has  not  been  caught  in. 
Hiviui!  asked  for  more  leave.  Lord  Wellington  has  given 
EM  permission  to  wait  for  an  answer,  which  ha  says  will  be 
•  reprimand,  and  an  order  to  go  home— don't  care  for  the 
fini,  the  last  must  be  obeyed.  I  have  seen  a  hide  skiruiish- 
ini,  but  being  ill  moontod  have  kept  aloof,  except  with  the 
infantry ;  for  amongst  the  men  of  feel,  if  my  nag  is  hurt  1 
B  still  MS  good  OS  my  neighbours.  With  the  cavalry  there 
e  to  learn  and  I  don't  wish  to  be  taken  again." 

:  the  Manichean  doctrine  mm  made  manifest  in 
BS  so  in  Graufurd.  At  one  time  ho  was  all  fire  and 
ue,  n  master-spirit  in  war ;  at  another,  as  if  pos- 
y  the  demon,  he  would  madly  rush  from  blunder  to 
,  T&fong  in  folly.  The  demon  was  strong  at  this 
i  the  following  letter  shall  shew. 


132  LIFE  OF  CHABLES  JAMES  HAFODL  (m«L 

"  Journal,  July  4th. — The  French  drove  in  our  cavalry 
this  morning.  Krauchenberg  of  the  Ist  Huss^  charged 
them  at  a  small  bridge;  he  invited  Captain  Belli  of  the 
16th  to  join  in  the  charge,  but  he  would  not,  yet  he  hid 
a  squadron,  and  the  other  only  thirty  men !  The  Fieoch 
were  heavily  cannonaded  at  the  bridge  by  Hew  Boss,  and 
we  retired  skirmishing  across  the  Das  Gasos  stream  to  ft 
new  position,  near  Fort  Conception,  which  is  to  be  blown 
up.  Elder's  Portuguese  fired  on  our  hussars!  Bodiigo 
fights  well,  viva  Herrasti  1  I  fear  Almeida  won't  do  aB 
much,  yet  Cox  is  a  soldier  I  think. 

"  11th. — Last  night  Craufurd  laid  'a  schame  for  catching 
a  rot,  and  caught  a  Tartar!'     He  marched  with  twel^ 
hundred  infantry  and  eight  hundred  horse  to  waylay  d^ 
hundred  and  twenty  French  infantry  and  thirty  dragoon^ 
and  the  latter  were  taken;   but  the  infantry  resisted  tb^ 
cavalry  charge,  and  repulsed  Craufurd  with  a  loss  of  tbirtf 
two  troopers  and  poor  Colonel  Talbot,  the  French  marching 
off  without  the  loss  of  a  man !     Had  they  been  asked  thef 
would  have  laid  down  their  arms ;  but  Craufurd  crueUy  tried 
to  cut  up  a  handful  of  brave  men  and  they  thrashed  him« 
Talbot  was  one  of  our  best  cavalry  officers,  yet  the  loss  19 
less  than  the  disgrace." 

Brave  actions  were  however  performed.  In  the  writer's 
EUstory  of  the  Peninsular  War,  Colonel  Talbot  is  stated 
to  have  charged  with  four  squadrons,  and  to  have  fallen 
close  to  the  enemy;  but  Sergeant  Major  Hanley  of  the 
same  regiment,  himself  a  man  of  great  courage  and  entei^ 
prize,  declares  that  the  colonel  charged  with  only  one 
squadron,  and  died  on  the  enemy's  bayonets !  This  must 
be  the  truth,  for  Hanley  helped  to  carry  the  body  away 
after  the  fight,  and  saw  the  bayonet  wounds  still  welling 
blood.  Talbot's  quartermaster,  McCormac,  with  eight  brave 
troopers  also  fell  in  the  same  manner !  Certainly  both  they 
and  their  opponents  were  noble  soldiers !  And  so  was  Wil- 
liam Campbell,  the  brigade  major,  known  then  and  after- 
wards throughout  the  army  for  every  generous  quality.     He 
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8  sententious  of  speecli,  quixotic  of  look,  but  liandsotne 
Mid  Btroug,  nnd  his  seDtimenta  of  honour  were  worthy  of 
the  SpaniBh  don,  his  courage  as  high,  yet  purged  of  folly : 
b(  was  indeed  a  giillant  English  gentlemiin  in  thought, 
look,  word  and  deed.  In  this  uomb»t  he  chnrged  so  hume 
ihU  hie  horse  was  killed  close  to  the  French  bayonets,  but 
boing  himself  unhurt  be  arose,  and  though  alone  slowly 
■tlUced  Bwny,  disdaining  hitst«  as  he  disdained  danger.  Tho 
gillant  French  captain,  Guache,  would  not  let  his  men  slay 
iJie  proud  soldier :  thus  all  was  noble  on  both  sides,  and 
Wiiljun  Campbell  escaped  death. 

At  tliis  lime  a  message  came  from  Ney  to  know  why 
Uijor  Napier  was  in  the  field  without  having  been  ex- 
changed  ?  Stnng  by  the  imphed  dishonour,  which  sprung 
from  tho  conduct  of  the  transport  board  about  the  en- 
(apiea  de  vaisseaux,  be  hastened  to  Lord  Wellington, 
■hi}  sent  liim  to  the  French  outposts  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to  e;!plaiQ. 

"His  mother.  July  15. — I  went  with  a  flag  of  truce  to 
Galiegos,  was  blindfolded  and  taken  to  Loison's  quarters. 
Sooe  of  my  French  acquaintances  there,  Loison  offered  a 
l«ee  bet  lliai  Lord  Welbngton  would  not  fight  to  relieve 
Almeida :  is  this  a  quiz,  or  do  they  mean  to  besiege  that 
pluce?  I  was  not  blindfolded  coming  back,  but  made  to 
gallop  at  full  speed.  Loison  is  a  savage -looking  fellow, 
jet  was  very  civil,  and  much  pleased  witli  the  brave  con- 

noi  of  tiie  company  which  bent  ofi'  our  cavalry.     We  did 

Itallow  that  we  had  many  men,  or  tliat  we  were  beat,  but 
'  avowed  our  admiration  of  his  people.     I  heard 

k  Clonet  is  with  his  family  at  Paris,  and  doubtless  glad 
toL  No  chance  of  a  battle  till  Buonaparte  comes ;  but 
I  hia  numbers  will  put  battles  out  of  the  question:  he 

loot  risk  his  fame  against  tweuly-five  thousand  English. 

pTIiB  30th  have  been  removed  from  Hastings  to  make 
Liar  miiitia.  Our  men's  recovery  of  strength  by  sea- 
k«f  ng  moment  when  compared  with  tho  wish 


of  some  militia  colooel  to  bathe  his  wife  and  cliildren— 
Perhaps  the  soldiers  are  better  dead,  as  England  has  siieh  ^ 
large  army!  And  then  Sir  Fram-is  Burdott  miglit  lawipecr 
with  tliem,  as  he  did  with  the  veterans  when  bo  vainli^ 
Etrove  to  save  their  gardens  for  them  at  Chelsea  1  TesB 
they  are  better  dead. 

"  Rodrigo  surrendered  the  evening  before  Colontd  1'aIboK^ 
was  killed.  Old  Aiidroaa  Herrasli  made  a  vigoruua  defeoco, 
and  Loistm  told  me  the  town  was  almost  destroyed  by  th» 
bombardment.  The  French  committed  no  excesses,  evea 
the  Spaniards  allow  tills.  Almeida  is  preparing  for  a  siege, 
and  poor  Hewitt*  ia  not  in  great  spirits  at  the  prospect  nf 
being  a  prisoner.  His  fate  is  inevitable  unless  he  gets 
billed ;  but  to  be  a  prisoner  now  la  nothing,  na  esuhanges 
are  permitted;  he  will  only  have  to  return  by  France 
instead  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  That  Bay  o"  Biscay  !  Yet 
rather  would  I  be  up  to  my  neck  in  it  than  »  prisoner 
for  ten  minutes. 

"July. — I  wrote  to  the  DuJce  of  Richmond  that had 

got  a  majority,  and  his  grace  might  as  well  ask  for  me 
again.  If  Sir  D.  Dundas  sees  that  people  are  angry  he 
will  give  in,  for  I  know  he  is  to  be  bullied,  like  all  old  men. 
My  letter  to  the  duke  was  too  angry,  but  still  if  he  sends 
it,  which  he  will  not,  it  might  get  George  a  step  :  it  wotild 
indeed  stop  mine,  but  the  arrangement  would  coutcnl  me, 
for  the  next  commander  in  chief  would  be  more  just.  I 
hope   the   duke  won't  be  angry,  for  I  was  so   much  so. 

at  hearing  that  puppy was  a.  major,  that  my  (hougbt 

was  even  to  tell  old  Davy  what  be  was  in  plain  terras ;  feat 
of  hurting  George  alone  stopped  me ;  yet  truly,  my  be- 
lief is  it  would  have  got  him  the  step :  in  my  own  cnao 
it  should  have  been  done,  and  shall  be  done  when  Geo^e 
is  promoted.  My  civility  sliall  last  until  he  is  soft,  and 
then,  setting  Sir  David  at  defiance,  my  opinion   of   him 

•  Miyor  Hewitt,  brother  of  lUe  Hewitt  oho  tu  179S  occnpiod  C«1briag«. 
a        "---,nd  Ilia  us{ilivil;  iiuloa^,  hii  kifa  too  tbort. 
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ahaU  be  written ;  keeping  clear  of  insolence  though,  lest 
He  afaould  bring  me  to  a  coim-monial.  No  one  can 
04:jiiceive  the  good  to  the  army  wlien  b  little  rebellion  to 
injusooe  can  be  got  up.  Old  Pivot  can  only  sU>p  my 
jtroraoiiou,  nbich  will  be  reckoned  shockingly  unjust,  &,o.; 
moreover  he  is  ninety  and  cannot  continue  long  in  office: 
bm  nil  depends  on  the  humour  I  shall  be  in.' 

This  vehemence  was  well  founded.     Having  commanded 

a  tegiuient  in  one  campaign,  been  foremost  in  fight  with  it 

t  Coniila,  and  desperately  wounded,  his  claim  was  strong ; 

M  he  was  the  only  Coruiia  major  left  nnpromoted,  and  men 

»f  no  service  were  daily  put  over  liia  head.     No  otboer  has 

■BycUima,  was  a  saying  attributed  to  Sir  David  Dundaa, 

I'llld  luB  practice  towards  Charles  Niipier  was  confonuuble  to 

Iktsmtiroent.  George  Napier  was  even  worse  used.  Sir  John 

■iloDre  had  nvoned  his  intention  of  sending  him  home  with 

B.Ae  first  dispatches  that  would  carry  promotion.     General 

f  Hope,  who  terminated  tlic  battle  of  Conifia,  knew  this,  and 

if  ignomit   thereof,  would   not   have  deprived   the   fallen 

hwj's  follower  of  an  advantage  forfeited  only  by  the  glo- 

ooot  deatii  of  his  chief:    he  gave  it  to  George  Napier. 

But  iben   stepped   in  Sir  David    Boird,  and   though   he 

M  quitted  ibe  battle  wounded,  before  Moore  fell,  gave 

itt  dispatch,  Hope's  dispatch,   to   his   own  aide-de-camp 

—1  brother   of   Lord   Aberdeen !      George   Napier,  thus 

wronged,  instead  of  being  regarded  as    having  a  double 

dian,  was  further  wronged  by  Sir  David  Dundas,  who 

pntlied  youuger  officers,  even  of  his  own  regiment,  above 

'um  in  the  army:   and  it  was  not  uutil  \8ll,  after  Mas- 

•«!■'»  retreat,  tliat  with  good  additional  service  and  severe 

TOiuds  ho  won  a  brevet  majority — but   from  Welhngton 

in  tbe  liold,  not  from  the  Horse  Guards. 

"Journal.    July  IGlh.  Jumja. —  Came  here  lliis  morning; 

IjlUMTalry  have  left  Val  de  Mula,  and  we  are  now  safe  from 

■ItBfpnM,  and  being  surrounded;  which  at  Val  de  Mula 

BH  not  tlie  cose,  as  the  enemy  has  twelve  regiments  of 
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cavalry,  niid  on  our  flunk  nnd  rear  was  nn  open  plain.    VT  '~~ 
do  we  not  got  on  the  other  side  of  tbe  Coa?     Why  i^^i 
blow  up  Fort  Conception?     The  enemy  might  save  tl^-" 
fort  hy  a  rapid  movement  now,  if  they  were  aware  of  »mif 
having  dismantled  it:  our  safety  has  certainly  beeo  omci^ 
to  the  enemy's  ignorance  of  our  true  sitiiRtiDQ.     Went  to 
Almeida,  and  find  iliat  Cox's  is  decidedly  not  vigorous 
in  preparing  for  a  siege,  for  lie  gave  me  a  had  breakfast: 
he  cannot  fight  well  on  humed  bread  and  bad  coffae, 

"21st. — At  daybreak  tbe  French  drove  in  our  outpost, 
and  Fort  Conception  was  blown  up,  tbe  shock  great,  the 
destruction  complete.  Tbe  powder  was  put  in  the  casematre 
in  barrels,  not  filled  up  like  a  regular  mine;  this  fumisbed 
proof  that  tJie  latter  is  not  a  necessary  trouble  in  every 
instance  :  a  barrel  of  powder  slung  under  a  bridge  will 
destroy  the  arch  unless  a  very  strong  one.  This  was  well 
done,  and  our  cavalry  retreated  through  Val  do  Mula,  skir- 
mishing till  near  Almeida,  about  two  and  a  half  miles:  we 
loBt  seven  or  eight  horses  and  two  men  wounded,  and  made 
one  charge  with  our  skirmishers,  neither  able  iu  conception 
nor  bold  iu  execution,  doing  no  honour  to  general  or  men. 
After  that  a  more  ridiculous  attempt  was  made  with  half 
a  squadron.  I  saw  that  Craufurd's  ignorance  of  cavalry 
disheartened  tbe  men ;  some  of  whom  got  near  broken 
ground,  whence  the  French  could  iu  safety  fire  on  them 
at  twenty  yards'  distance.  They  were  afraid  to  regain  Uieir 
own  ground  when  Craufurd  ordered  them,  whereupon  I 
galloped  up  and  called  to  tliem  to  follow,  and  tbey  did 
so,  and  we  drove  Iho  French  back,  receiving  a  sharp  fire. 
English  troops  must  always  be  led.  but  they  will  certainly 
follow  their  officers,  who  will  generally  he  as  certainly  ready 
to  lead.  Altogether  we  had  much  firing  to-day  and  lililts 
danger.     Craufurd  does  not  plrase  me  as  a  general." 

On  the  21th  of  July  happened  Craufurd's  bitlei  fight  oo 
the  Coit.  It  was  a  tierce  and  obstinate  combat  for  existence 
vith  the  light  division,  and  only  Moore's  regiments  ooq] 
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villi  90  little  experieDce,  have  extricated  Eliemselves  from 
0»e  danger  into  which  they  were  so  recklessly  cast ;  yet  it 
WM  iheir  first  battle,  and  Craufurd's  demon  of  folly  was 
strong  that  Jay:  Moore's  matchless  discipline  was  their 
protection — a  phantom  hero  from  CoruTin  saved  tliem  ! 

'■Journal,  July  2Jt!i. — At  daybreak  oar  picquets  were 
uttttclied.  The  French  tbrew  forward  some  infantry  among 
the  rocks,  and  were  met  by  two  companies  of  the  85th  ilifles. 
lu  abont  two  hours  the  enemy  increased  in  numbers,  our 
wniry  retired,  the  riflemen  and  Cnptdo  Campbell's  com- 
punj  of  ilie  52Dd  covering  tbeir  retreat  till  we  reached  tlie 
guDB,  vlien  a  cannonade  opened  on  both  sides,  but  tlie 
enemy  soon  pushed  men  down  both  flanks  and  our  guns 
Wl  btck.  At  this  lime  we  could  count  fifteen  strong  squa- 
drons of  French  cavalry  in  line,  besides  detached  parties  and 
"lutmishers,  which  may  be  reckoned  at  five  more — alto- 
?«iier  about  three  thousand  cavalry.  Their  infimtry  we 
ffltimated  at  ten  thousand,  and  they  had  the  power  of 
bringing  up  thirty  thousand  if  they  pleased. 

"When  our  guns  retired,  the  light  troops  kept  firing  until 
n?  got  close  to  Almeida,  and  a  guu  was  fired  fi'om  near  a 
l/iwer,  800  yards  from  that  town  :  a  subaltern  and  some 
men  of  the  Sand  occupied  the  tower,  and  our  cavalry  and 
utillcry  were  drawn  up  in  hne  behind.  At  this  timo  tlie 
•meBiy  closed  on  our  infantrj-,  and  the  acuoii  there  began  by 
ilio  dislodging  of  Campbell's  company  and  the  rifiemen  from 
ihs  eni-Iosares.  I  was  ordered  to  tell  Colonel  Barclay  to  fall 
Wk  from  the  plain  and  regain  the  enclosures  behind  him, 
'hicb  he  did,  and  the  fire  became  very  heavy  :  Barclay's 
bwse  was  killed,  mine  was  wounded  and'  threw  me,  hut  I 
fniouated  and  rejoined  Craufurd,  who  then  sent  me  to  tell 
liie  Mnd,  J.ird  and  95lh  to  maintain  the  enclosures  until  ho 
p't  the  cavalry  and  guns  over  the  Coa,  leaving  two  pieces  lo 
wvor  the  retreat.  I  gave  Barclay  and  Major  McLeod,  and 
Colonel  Beckwiih,  these  orders,  but  they  were  all  hotly  en- 

£imd  could  no  longer  kcL^p  their  ground,  lest  the  enemy 
Uun  their  flanks  and  reach  the  bridge  bofore  them. 
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"I  had  great  difficulty  to  return  and  joined  the  43^ril. 
where  I  found  Oamphell  wounded,  and  feariuff  he  voald  ■* 
taken  gave  him  my  mare,  making  the  beat  of  my  own  W'-MJ 
on  foot  through  the  vineyards.  The  fire  wrb  hot  and  t=^lu 
ground  very  difhcult  for  us,  but  much  eaaier  for  the  enen^B-^, 
because  we  made  passages  for  ourselvuB,  and  thus  u^K^^ie 
them  for  ilje  Frencli  also :  this  caused  the  43rd  and  9£*'  lb 
to  lose  many  men.  I  think  we  retired  loo  fast  in  this  pnvf ; 
it  was  owing  to  the  murderous  positiou  which  kqit  us  ia 
fear  of  being  cut  ofi"  from  the  bridge ;  but  we  were  tiaU* 
driven  in  among  our  cavaky,  and  tlie  French  cavalry  t^^H 
up  to  tile  dOth  and  made  some  prisoners.  ^^^| 

"  Now  we  formed  in  rear  of  ihe  cavahry  on  the  main  ll^^^| 
and  went  down  towards  the  bridge,  firing  the  whole  w^L 
On  arriving  there,  Brigade-Major  Rowan  called  to  the  RiHes 
and  Portuguese  Cazadores.  and  part  of  the  4llrd,  to  cbargo 
up  a  hill  and  to  retain  it,  while  I  rode  by  order  of  Colonel 
Beckwith  to  draw  oft"  the  S2nd  Regiment,  then  nearly  a  mile 
up  the  river  on  lb  a  right:  the  French  were  trying  in  piute 
between  them  and  us,  and  they  would  have  done  i 
they  been  in  force  enough,  and  that  Rowan's  oborge  1 
checked  them." 

The  charge  excited  by  Rowan  was  a  very  slight  one  r 
difl'erent  charge,  made  by  three  companies  of  tlie  43rd  and 
one  of  the  U5th.  excited  and  led  by  Major  McLeod  of  4* 
4Srd,  which  Charles  Napier  did  not  see,  was  the  one  ^^^| 
checked  tiie  enemy  and  saved  the  SSud.  ^^H 

"  I  had  httle  hope  of  reaching  the  Q2nd  alive,  ^^^1 
escaped,  ihoiigh  a  dragoon  burse  which  I  had  caught  nfltf 
mourned  was  shot  in  the  leg  just  as  I  reached  Bareiay,  and 
at  ihe  same  moment  his  cap  was  ehol  oS".  However,  the 
5and  efleci«d  tijeir  junction,  passed  the  bridge,  and  took  the 
right  of  our  position  beyond  the  river,  down  to  the  edga  of 
which  my  brother  George's  company  was  pushed,  and  £ 
thence  kept  up  a  strong  Bre.  The  5and  were  followed 
the  bridge  by  the  43rd  and  !l5th.  and  Cozadorea, 
by  three  companies  of  tlie  4:trd,  Dftlyel's,  Lloyd's,  i 
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t  Williiim's,  nn(i  then  the  French  pushed  down  to 
Mhai^  and  a  ciinnonnde  coramenced  from  hnlii  sides  of 
le  river.  The  bridge  was  defended  by  the  JSrd  and  lifle- 
i«D,  with  a  long  and  murderous  skirmisii,  destructive  as  it 
u  useless,  by  which  many  men  and  offioera  lost  their  lives 
^  many  wero  wounded — amoupst  the  latter  my  brother 
riiliam.  Finally  this  ceased,  and  the  bloody  business  closed 
■th  as  much  honour  I'or  the  oificers  and  men  as  disgrace 
■rCnufurd'B  ^neralahip.  His  errors  were  conspicuouB,  and 
K  moat  prominent  shall  be  noted  for  my  own  teaching. 

"lat.  He  foaght  knowing  be  must  retreat  from  an  over- 
whelming force,  and  having  no  object  in  fighting. 

"  2nd,  He  occupied  a  position  a  mile  in  front  of  a  bridge : 
tltuB  Toluntarily  imposing  on  himself  the  most  difficult  ope- 
mioD  in  war,  viz.  passing  a  defite  in  face  of  u  superior 
fneiDT,  and  in  the  confusion  of  a  retreat !  The  result  might 
h.K  been  destruction — it  was  great  loss. 

"Srd.  He  detained  the  cavalry  and  guns  in  a  position 
"iirre  ihey  could  not  act,  till  the  infantry  were  beaten  back 
QD  tbem :  thus  be  ritiked  the  destruction  of  all  three ;  for 
ihe  drSle  became  choked,  and  had  the  French  charged  down 
tbe  road  there  would  have  been  a  bloody  scene.  This  was  so 
mdent  tliiu.  I  rode  up  lo  my  brother  Willium,  and  asked 
liim  to  form  a  square  with  his  company  to  resist  cavalry ; 
a  had  already  struck  him,  and  Major  KIcLeod  and 
1  pBtrickaon  also ;  it  was  general 
.  The  position  iras  amongst  vineyards,  with  walls 
g  nine  feet  high,  and  he  ought  to  have  thrown  down 
1  [o  open  communications  to  iho  rear:  the  want  of 
d  onr  chief  loss,  for  while  we  wore  pulUng  down 
my  were  firing,  and  followed  our  paths. 
,  He  sent  no  guns  over  to  defend  the  passage  and 
I  reireal  until  after  the  troops  had  commenced  re- 
nd one  gun  broke  down,  or  the  horses  been  killed 
H  bridge,  the  troops  would  have  been  delayed  and  ex- 
■  to  «  deetmctive  fire,  from  the  heights  around,  while  in 
cuikfiiskm. 
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"  6th.  He  suffered  the  SSnd  to  be  nearly  cut  off,  and  neror 
sent  them  an  order  to  retire,  after  having  given  them  one  to 
defend  their  post  obstinately :  his  small  division  was  there- 
fore disjointed  and  nearly  paralyzed  by  extension. 

"  7th.  His  retreat  over  the  bridge  was  confused,  though 
every  officer  and  soldier  vas  cool  and  ready  to  execute  any 
order,  and  there  was  no  excuse  for  hurry. 

"  8tb.  When  the  passage  of  the  bridgo  was  made  he  left 
no  men  to  defend  it ;  and  had  I  not  halted  some  who  were 
going  up  to  join  their  colours,  the  bridge  would  have  been 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without  being  enfiladed,  or  exposed 
to  a  single  musket  shot.  This  was  afterwards  rectified,  but 
the  43rd  were  placed  in  n  moat  exposed  position,  when  a  few 
breastworks  previously  made  would  have  covered  them. 

"  9th.  He  made  our  guns  fire  at  the  enemy's  gnns  instead 
of  their  men.  In  short  there  seemed  a  kind  of  infatnation 
upon  him,  and  nothing  but  the  excellence  of  his  men  and 
officers  saved  the  division :  and  as  it  was,  the  rains,  which 
Iiad  swelled  the  river  and  destroyed  the  many  fords,  saved 
Iiim  from  a  repetition  of  the  Franciscan  convent  at  Buenos 
Ayres!" — Craufurd  had  surrendered  there;  and  to  these 
censures  may  be  added  that  be  fought  on  the  Coa  in  dis- 
obedience to  l<ord  Wellington's  instructions :  still  he  wm  a 
great  officer. 

"His  mother,  25th  July. — All  safe  beloved  mother,  but 
William  is  wounded  in  the  hip.  I  hate  to  deceive  on  such 
a  subject,  and  tell  you  his  wound,  in  my  belief  is  nothing, 
the  ball  passed  through  without  injuring  the  bone ;  he 
neither  suffers  much  pain,  nor  is  unable  to  walk,  which  if 
the  bone  was  hurt  he  could  not  do."  This  was  a  mistake, 
the  bone  wns  injured  and  the  recovery  slow :  two  monibs. 
"It  has  been  n  severe  action,  imd  our  loss  great;  but  as 
yet  we  know  nolliing  certain,  being  all  fatigue  and  wot  for 
rain  poured  in  torrents  all  the  time ;  it  must  rain  twice  b9 
much  ere  it  washes  Cranfurd  clean  for  fighting  at  all.  Fire 
hundred  killed  and  wounded  will  probably  be  not  maob 
above  our  loss,  which  uhiefly  fell  on  the  i3cd :  that 
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^^Bwi  ttiirtcen  officers  killed  or  wounded  ;  nmoDgst  tlie  latter 

^^Bbm  Llovd  who  had  a  bad  clink  on  the  heiid.    Colonel  Hull 

^^mlir  joined  the  eTcning  before,  took  the  commuDd,  imd  was 

^^lllld,     The  aotion  vae  oo  the  banks  of  the  Coa   at  the 

bfid^  near  Almeida,  and  it  should  not  have  been  fought  at 

all.   Now  bless  j'on  dear  mother,  be  glad  yon  have  got  off 

60  »ell  with  lliree  sons  in  the  tight.     There  will  he  no  more 

fighting,  as  Almeida  is  beleaguered." 

Tbis  Lloyd,  n  captain  of  the  43rd,  was  known  throughout 
tliir  gnny  for  his  genius,  wit  and  bravery,  his  happy  temper 
■nd  mugnificent  person :  be  fell  gloriously  at  the  battle  of 
ibeNivellein  1813. 

"Celorico. — Tom  Lioyd   has  been   tenzing  my  life   out 

widtliis  concatenations  of  events,  which  have,  he  shews,  in 

due  coarse  and  of  necessity,  made  a  hole  In  his  head,  be- 

«uae  Charles  of  Spain's  head  was  without  a  hole  for  brains. 

I*!  again  a  flag  of  truce  has  just  come  in  li-om  Ney  with 

fonipliments,  to  know  why  Mons.  Ib  Major  Napier  is  sen-ing, 

Old  if  he  has  been  exchanged  ?     Ney  evidenily  has  not  got 

niT letter  given  to  Loison ;  but  Lord  Welhngton,  who  is  very 

liul  to  me  on  all  occasions,  has  again  sent  a  Hag  of  truce 

*iiL  ft  copy,  and  one  of  two  things  must  happen.     Either 

Mods,  le  Major  wiU  be  considered  as  fairly  exchanged,  and 

»li  will  be  well ;  or  Le  I)uc  d'Echingen  will  judge  Mons.  le 

Msjor  too  precious  an  article  to  be  resigned  for  two  en- 

tajiwa   des   vaisseaux,   and  therefore  not  exchanged,   in 

^rtich  cftBo  he  must  proceed  forthwith  to  Ingleterra.     It  is 

^HU  there  is  an  order  lo  destroy  all  the  mills  around :  if 

^^Bn  toe  cenainlv  going  to  retreat,  and  probably  towards 

HHliiibra." 

This  antici|)ation  of  a  retreat  was  well  founded :  Almeida 
foil,  the  army  retired,  and  Charles  Napier,  clinging  to  tho 
li|{ht  division,  was  engaged  in  all  the  skirmishes  until  tlie 
English  general,  halting  on  the  Busaco  Mountain,  offered 
butle.  Tticre  riding  in  the  train  of  Wellington,  at  the 
^JBtU  where  Begnier'a   corps  assailed  the  position,  he  re- 
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mained  on  borseback  wben  the  fire  whs  so  lerrilile  ( 
all  the  staff,  aud  all  tlie  volunteers,  with  excpption  nf  bis 
cousin,  the  present  Admiral  Napier,  had  disraonnled.  Seein;; 
him  the  only  mounted  man  in  a  red  coat,  when  all  llie 
others  were  in  blue,  the  sailor  urfied  bira  to  alight ;  at  leRSl 
to  put  on  biB  cliiak  or  be  would  be  marked  down.  His  an- 
swer was  "  No !  This  is  the  uniform  of  my  rej^ment,  and 
in  it  I  will  shew  or  fall  thia  day."  Scarcely  bad  the  words 
been  uttered  when  he  fell.  A  bullet  had  entered  on  the 
right  of  his  nose,  and  lodged  in  the  left  jaw  near  tlte  ear. 
shattering  the  bone  to  pieces.  He  waa,  home  away  past 
Lord  Wellington,  and  tbough  sinking  from  loss  of  blood, 
took  oil'  bit*  hat  and  waved  it.  muttering,  for  be  was  unable 
to  speak  out,  "  I  could  not  die  at  a  bett«r  moment." 

Such  was  Admiral  Napier's  account  of  the  event,  and 
he  added,  that  bnldiug  him  during  the  extriu;tJoti  of  UlC 
ball,  that  painful  operation  was  treated  as  lightly  as  UiP 
drawing  of  a  tooiji  might  be.  Apparently  dying,  he  was 
now  couveyed  to  the  convent  of  Bueaco,  some  miles  off;  his 
wound  was  tbere  dressed,  and  ho  found  his  way  to  Cotmbn, 
a  day's  march,  by  next  morning.  He  hoped  to  have  rest  Wld 
care  at  that  place,  but  was  bardiy  able  to  presence  Lis  lifc 
from  the  brutality  ond  cowardice,  if  not  worse,  of  an  anny 
physician,  not  a  surgeon,  to  whom  be  bad  been  delivered. 
This  vile  fellow,  becoming  cognizant  of  a  rumour  Uiat  tie 
I  HBiemy  was  approaching,  not  only  left  Iiis  hurts  actually  un- 
bandaged  to  save  himself,  but  carried  off  his  patient's  horsee, 
leaving  him  for  several  hours  in  expectation  of  death  01 
captivity !  His  servnut,  an  active  fellow,  recovered  the  ani- 
mala  by  force,  and  bandaged  his  master's  face  again.  TIwi 
he  made  his  way  on  horseback  under  a  burning  sun  to  li* 
Iron,  R  journey  of  scTeral  days.  The  50th  Begiment,  comiaf 
Up  to  join  the  army,  passed  him  on  tlie  road  and  gave  bin 
three  cheers;  aud  at  Lisbon  he  was  joined  by  Ijis  hrollie 
Geoi^e  who  had  been  shot  through  tlie  upper  part  of  tli 
thigh.    Their  hurts  were  very  serious,  Charles'  met 
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b  an  eliisiic  vivacity  he  bore  his  sufferings,  and  with 
iner  of  tenderness  snnght  to  eootlie  his  motlier  and 
kc'a  anxiety.    His  first  ]ott«r  is  dated  the  fourth  day 
r  UiB  bnttle. 

VPniDbnl,  Oct.  Ist, — I  am  wounded  dear  mother:  the 
H  passed  along  the  cheek-bone  and  lodged  in  the  upper 
~~fiM.  from  which  it  was  extracted  witli  great  pain  to  me, 
nliiiough  with  leas  miHchief  tlian  was  expected,  as  it  had  not 
jiweii  ihroagh  the  palate.  You  never  saw  so  ngly  a  thitif  as 
[  ani:  hot  nielanuhnly  subjects  must  be  avoided,  the  wound 
<•  uoi  dnngerouB. 

"Lisbuu.  Oct.  Ifith. — Your  letter  has  given  me  pain  and 
plmsure.  The  latter  to  find  you  bear  so  nobly  the  trial  you 
hsTo  gone  through  ;  poiii  to  think  bow  much  my  beloved 
noiiier  has  been  tried  and  still  is  tried!" — She  was  quite 
I'll nd,  and  a  second  daughter  hnd  gune  to  the  grave;  the 
itiVT  annouDciug  her  death  had  reached  him  jast  as  the 
hmifi  begun,  nnd  being  read  under  fire,  grief  was  snp- 
"The  loss  of  our  sweet  angeiio  girl  is  indeed  ■ 
ir  all,  but  for  you  greater  tliim  ail  put  together.  An  en- 
tour  to  GODEolo  you  would  be  silly.  You  have  taken  the 
If  ny — resignation  to  the  inscrutable  decree  which  leaves 
l-yQur  sons,  and  called  your  angel  girls  to  their  father. 
t  not  wish  other  than  has  been  ordained ;  but  had  it 
a  iDortal  choice,  the  daughter  slioutd  have  wiped  the 
>  titat  fell  for  the  son.  Would  that  I  could  be  with  yon, 
a  sway  feel  myself  a  comfort  by  giving  you  an  object 
nf  U)xi<^ty  without  fear,  for  my  wound  is  not  dangerous. 
1  Va  an  example  of  the  Almighty's  goodness.  He  has  shewn 
Be  the  power  of  his  saving  arm  in  battle.  Our  Caroline 
IS  gone  my  mother,  but  every  day  toaches  us  there  is  little 
to  lu«e  in  losing  life,  and  much  to  be  gniued :  my  grief  is 
^ir  you.  Few  women  have  indeed  sustained  more  cruel 
li>w?«,  yrt  few  have  gn.'ater  comforts  left;  many  may  have 
aur^  apparently,  but  how  many  unseen  troubles  disturb 
tlnaal 
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"  OuL  20.^ChiIJren  and  parents  dear  mothor  should  be 
frieflds,  and  should  speak  openly  to  each  other.  Never  bad 
I  o  petty  dispute  with  you,  or  beard  others  bave  one,  vitfaout 
thanking  God  for  giving  me  a  mother,  not  a  tyrant.  Such 
OB  your  children  are,  they  are  your  work.  We  are  s  vain 
set  of  animals  indeed,  yet  feel  tiie  gratitude  you  deseive. 
though  we  don't  how  and  ma'am  you  at  every  word,  as 
BODie  do.  The  Almighty  has  taken  much  from  you,  hut  has 
left  much  ;  would  that  our  profession  allowed  us  to  be  more 
with  you :  yet  even  that  may  happen,  for  none  know  what  is 
to  come,  and  peace,  blessed  peace  !  may  be  given  to  the  world 
sooner  than  we  tliink.  It  is  war  now,  and  you  must  base 
fortitude,  in  common  with  thirty  thousand  English  mothers 
whose  anxious  hearts  are  fixed  on  Portugal ;  and  who  have 
not  the  pride  of  saying  their  three  sons  bad  been  wounded 
and  were  all  alive  1  How  this  would  have  repaid  my  fathw 
for  all  anxieties,  and  it  must  do  so  for  you ;  why !  a  Roman 
matron  would  not  have  let  people  touch  her  garment  in  such 
a  case.  In  honest  truth  though,  ray  share  of  wounds  satis- 
fies me :  not  that  I  agree  with  those  who  exclaim,  how  un- 
fortunate 1  tliere  is  no  shame  for  wouuda,  and  no  regret 
where  no  limb  is  lost,  no  faculty  gone;  and  if  there  were, 
many  lose  them  in  less  honest  ways.  The  scars  on  my  foce 
will  be  as  good  as  medals,  better,  for  they  were  not  gained, 
oh!  meritorious  actions!  by  simply  being  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  hiding  behind  a  wall.  What  nonsense!  yet 
better  than  putting  you  in  the  dismals.  Your  recent  lose 
was  not  touched  upon  in  my  first  letter,  because  it  eouU 
not  be  without  emotion,  which  would  then  have  been  wry 
dangerous  to  me. 

"  Oet.  24th. — My  wounds  are  nearly  closed,  but  a  swell- 
ing in  tile  face  and  stiff  jaw  require  care  and  confiQement. 
To  be  so  near  well  without  joining  my  regiment  worries  me; 
but  tlio  doctor  says  Stuff,  get  well  first,  gel  well.  His 
oliief  objection  is  fear  of  cold  fixing  the  siifl'  jaw,  and  na 
even  now  it  is  dif&cult  to  eat,  fatigue  could  not  be  botB 


>oni|^ 


Mli  Yof-l      SIXTH  EPOCH.  PERIOD  I.— PORTUGAL. 


145 


■■  Not.  ist. — Lord  Mnrch  lias  just  come  in,  and  tells  me 
YOU  have  had  your  eyes  done,  and  con  see  a  little.  Oh  my 
beiiivud  mother  is  this  blessed  news  true  ?  Great  God  grant 
iiUibesal  How  thankful  to  God  for  this  great  blessing, 
I'D!  my  anxiety  is  too  great  to  write.  I  am  afraid!" — She 
IwBine  blind  again. 

"  Nov.  7th. — As  to  my  sufferings,  there  were  none  after 
pnlliiif;  out  the  ball  :  so  that  raatter  is  settled."  —  At  a 
UlH  [wriod  it  will  be  seen  bow  terribly  false  this  was : 
Kieoffflrings  at  the  time  nearly  drove  him  mad. — "Perhaps 
ibi  Qso  of  my  choppers  will  never  be  regained,  and  stiff  jaws 
ue  1  bore,  but  only  painful  at  dinner :  so  at  grace  I  put  up 
s  pr»yer  for  the  fellow  who  shot  me.  My  surgeon,  a  shrewd 
littlu  Scotchman,  calls  me  a  fool  for  thinking  of  joining. 
ImjMJsseeble !  Bedeeklou3 !  Wait  tull  ye'er  weel  fly  away  ! 
Nil  patience!  But  go  if  you  like — ye '11  lose  you  neb 
liough.  This  doctor  says  that  Lord  Wellington  should  be 
huigod  for  the  loss  of  men  at  Talavera,  and  that  no  sue- 
ime.1  can  wash  him  clean.  Now  I  am  not  for  hanging,  but 
for  making  him  Duke  of  Portugal  if  he  succeeds — anything 
niuisters  like :  but  I  wish  he  did  not  belong  to  them.*' 

Msseenn  had  now  retired,  it  was  supposed  in  Sight,  until 
W  turned  at  Santarem. 

"  Nov.  20th. — My  jaws  are  coming  right,  but  the  doctor 
"wn'l  let  me  move,  which  is  wise,  My  desire  is  to  join  in 
the  pursnit,  the  French  will  be  touched  up  now ;  yet  there 
mil  be  no  general  action,  which  consoles  Geoi^e  and  me 
fiudi.  What  spirits  our  poor  fellows  will  be  in  pursuing. 
"'Mt'aJ  of  the  wretchedness  of  retreating,  which  preys  on 
■  strongest  mind  and  overwhelms  men  more  than  any- 
i'iiig  else.  Poor  devils  of  French,  they  excite  my  pity,  for 
'I.-7  hatt?  this  warfare.  What  is  to  be  my  ultimate  fate? 
I  uafrow  escape  as  usual.  A  billet  of  wood  fell  fi-om  a 
'  'iTPt  window  and  grazed  my  cheek,  so  as  to  tear  the  black 
'^  &om  off  my  wound:  it  hit  my  shoulder  but  without 
ariing,  1  must  be  hanged!" 
VOL.  1.  H 


us 


LIFE  OP  CHAELE3  JAMES  NAPIEB. 


1 


Stories  of  a  dreadful  conspirctc;  at  Lisbon,  Bpread  by 
regency,  at  this  time  alarmed  London. 

"  Aa  to  conspiracy,  dearest  niotber,  be  nt  your  ease ;  I  am 
a  conspirator  as  much  as  the  unfortunate  creatures  taken 
np ;  tlieir  crime  is  being  freemasoDB  :  the  regency,  com- 
posed of  the  greatest  rascals  on  earth,  have  used  conspiracy 
for  pouncing  on  private  enemies.  They  called  everj-hody 
they  disliked  jacobins,  and  in  two  hours  the  wretches  were 
dragged  od  board  ship  aud  no  more  heard  of:  their  poor 
families  have  to  thank  our  papers  for  all  tliey  know  of  their 
relations'  fate  !  My  intent  is  to  have  a  slap  at  the  regency 
if  any  of  ihem  are  to  be  met  at  the  admiral's,  or  at  the 
envoy's,  Mr.  C.  Stuart's:  the  tattei  and  Lord  Wellio^^H 
disclaim  these  proceedings  entirely.  There  is  no  more  ^^| 
spiracy  in  Lisbon  than  in  London."  ^H 

It  is  curious  that  there  was  at  that  period,  precisely  W 
much  conspiracy  in  London  us  in  Lisbon ;  and  a  great  deal 
in  both :  not  a  conspiracy  of  the  people  persecuted,  but  of 
the  regency,  in  complicity  with  English  politicians  of  rank 
and  power,  who  with  secret  intrigue,  aud  all  possible  knavery 
and  diligence,  were  striving  to  overthrow  \Vellinglon  from 
his  command.  It  was  very  vile  and  foolisli,  and  Charles 
Napier  soon  found  occasion  for  bis  promised  slap  at  the 
regency.  An  Italian,  at  whose  house  he  visited,  was  sud- 
denly incarcerated  irom  private  enmity,  and  bis  wife  aud 
daughter  implored  their  guest's  interference.  The  IttUian 
had  been  grievously  maltreated,  but  his  misery  was  some- 
what alleviated  by  bribing  the  gaoler;  wherefore,  applying 
to  Mr.  Stuart,  Charles  Napier  pressed  the  case  upon  him  in 
writing;  and  noticing  the  gaol  bribe  s^d,  he  supposed  tt 
would  he  vastly  augmented  by  the  time  it  reached  tlie  head 
of  the  government.  Mr.  Stuart  unguardedly  sent  this  loiter 
to  Dnm  Miguel  Forjas,  thp  Secretary  of  State, 
sequent  proceedingB  ore  thus  described. 

"  The  Portuguese  prime  minister,  or  head  of 
told  Stuart  that  my  statement  was  a  lie.     St 
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I  will  prove  it  a  truth  said  I,  and  taking  Cnptnin 
Uoyd  of  the  43rd,  nnd  Captain  Sturgeon  of  the  Staff  Corps 
with  me,  I  went  straight  to  the  palace  of  government  and 
wrv*  the  minister.  I  told  liim  he  must  chouse  one  of  three 
tilings.  Making  nn  ample  apology.  Fighting  me.  Horse- 
wbippin;;.  He  said  it  was  very  unpleasant  to  do  any  one. 
9  are  perfectly  similar  said  I,  but  having  unluckily 
Bbom  a  gentleman  I  have  a  character  to  keep  up,  which 
a  Die  to  desire  an  immediate  compliance.  To-morrow 
■  shall  have  an  answer  said  he,  for  1  too  am  a  military 
This  miunte  if  you  jiJease,  your  excellency,  ijuoth  I. 
Bome  more  talk  on  his  part,  and  a  rather  insolent  mnn- 
koniniue.  Sturgeon  doing  interpreter,  and  Lloyd  looking 
I  Gog  and  Magog  together,  Foijas  said,  he  would  say 
III  was  right,  and  make  an  apology  to  me  through  Mr, 
It  must  be  given  in  writing  as  the  lie  was  so  given, 
Bl.  He  answered,  If  you  are  not  content  to-morrow  we 
I  fight,  but  read  my  apology  first.  Basta,  if  the  apology 
iMDiplele.     So  we  ended. 

^In  the  evening  a  note  from  Mr.  Stuart  said  he  had 
ired  an  official  and  complete  apology  from  Dom  Miguel 
B9,  which  was  placed  in  the  archives  of  the  embassy. 
i  flo  far  satisfactory,  but  the  liberation  of  the  old 
Sian  gnntleman,  who  had  been,  as  Mr.  Stuart  told  me, 
**ty  infamously  used,  was  still  to  be  effected  and  it  was  so, 
i"^  "as  let  out  of  prison  next  dny  !  He  had  a  beautiful  and 
Wftble  Oporto  lady  for  liis  wife,  but  the  old  knave  kept 
Bopera  girls,  being  seventy :  thia  was  rather  outr6,  and  I 
I  bim  80.  It  is  gentlomanhke  said  he.  and  you  may 
le  \om  to  tliem  both  if  you  hke.  Oh  !  Id  rather  do  so 
rwife.  I  thought  you  did.  Not  I.  More  fool  you, 
^  are  nil  three  at  your  ser\*ice.  This  was  pohto,  but  was 
T  a  lie.  for  two  people  told  me  be  had  set  them  to 
flitch  me ;  but  as  I  went  to  the  anny  immediately,  bis 
family  huoour  was  nil  safe  for  mo.  She  was  excessively 
u  3 
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liandsome,  very  agreeable,  and  had  ibe  most  beaatifal  a 
and  teeth,  but  vi&a  a  great  deal  too  fat." 

Mr.  Stuart,  no  mean  judge  of  men,  and  bavlDg  in  his  fl 
father  the  model  of  u  heroic  British  officer,  when  spoal 
of  this  quarrel  with  Forjas  eaid,  that  Napier  had  a  head  and 
heart  equal  to  any  enterprise  however  difficult  or  dangerous. 
But  this  was  only  one  side  of  his  character;  to  st^p  gaily 
from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous  was  a  part  of  Iiis  idiosyn- 
tracy ;  an  exuberant  peculiar  humour,  rioting  like  a  merry 
devil  iu  a  sun,  always  possessed  him,  aud  in  adverse  cir- 
cumslances  most  strongly.  He  delighted  to  find  himself  aud 
others  in  ludicrous  feituations,  but  generally  described  them 
with  too  much  of  Rabelais'  richness  for  record  :  however  tlie 
followiug  account  of  a  barmecide  dinner  is  free  from  that 
objection. 

Having  accidentally  met  some  friends  be  invited  them  lo 
walk  home  to  dinner,  aud  asked  his  servant  if  it  was  ready  ? 
Quite  sir.  What  is  there?  There's  no  soup.  Any  tiling 
else?  There's  no  sosingers.  What  more?  There's  no 
pratees.  What  next?  There's  do  visibles — vegelahles, 
So  it  seems,  go  on.  There's  no  nothing.  Hum,  a.  good 
negative  dinner :  you  must  borrow.  There 's  no  time.  Bay. 
There 's  no  money.  Credit.  There 's  no  tick.  Are  there  no 
rations?     Yes  sir,  I  ate  the  beef. 

Beturning  now  to  his  correspondenoe,  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  several  yoimg  London  men,  amongst  them  his  cousin, 
Harry  Fox,  had  attended  the  army  during  the  retreat,  and 
some  of  them  had  aided  to  cany  him  from  Bnsaco. 
kindness  was  spoken  of  witJi  so  much  exaggeration  t 
wards  in  London,  that  Lady  Sarah  was  disposed  to  mot 
her  sense  of  it  in  a  way  her  son  did  not  approve,  benoc 
following  letter. 

"  November. — A B C Ac,  were  very  1 

but  not  so  as  to  demand  particular  thanks.     They  did  whst 
all  persons,  except  my  Coimhra  physioiao,  would  do  by  a 
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t wounded  man,  but  J  had  to  sliift  for  myself  aft«r  the  firal 
blf  lioar  and  went  alone  to  Coirabra.  Tliey  were  not  inat- 
IwiTe  to  me,  but  do  not  you  by  writing  tbanks,  make  them 
Aink  me  under  an  obligation :  tliey  only  did  what  they  would 
IiBVfl  been  brutes  not  to  have  done,  i.  e.  looked  to  the  carry- 
\ag  I  wounded  man  off,  when  near  him.  Black  Charles 
indeed,  like  a  true  sailor,  was  active  as  possible  and  person- 
»llv  Hssisted  in  carrj-ing  me.  All  this  was  good-natured,  and 
I  km  thankful ;  but  it  is  displeasing  that  people  should  bt: 

IUAito  think  me  bound  in  gratitude  when  I  do  not  feel  so. 
Bntitade  is  with  me  a  sacred  feeling,  and  it  offends  me  to 
pure  it  made  common  with  thank  you.  I  hke  Harry  Fox 
|kd  Charles  Napier  the  better  for  not  staying  with  me,  and 
■onld  not  have  thanked  them  if  they  had  :  I  should  hav>> 
teibiit*d  it  to  dislike  of  returning  into  fire.  My  uneasiness 
*u  groat  lest  George  and  William  should  come,  though 
odIv  five  hundred  yards  off,  yet  I  felt  almost  sure  they  would 
not:  at  ihe  Cos  I  left  Wilham  with  the  first  surgeon  and 
fm  back. 

"  November. — Black  Charles  is  a  queer  fellow  as  ever 
crossed  me,  and  as  honest  a  one.  He  is  going  to  Cadiz,  we 
>WI  soo  bim  no  more:  this  is  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the 
Jmi  I,nrd  of  the  Admiralty  on  the  occasion — 

'"Sir,  my  leave  of  absence  is  just  out.  I  don't  think  it 
"inli  remaining  here,  for  I  expect  you  will  give  me  a  ship, 
K  I  am  almost  tired  of  campaigning,  which  is  a  damned 
fum  conocra. — C.  N.' 

"He  is  the  delight  of  ray  life,  and  should  live  with  me 
and  be  trusted  with  any  enterprize,  if  I  were  a  great  man. 
iiD  being  just  fit  for  a  sailor;  that  is,  bold,  decided,  and 
»nU»B:  be  will  make  a  figure  yet,  Lord  Wellington 
liUrly  said  to  him,  I  could  easily  beat  tbo  French,  but 
Hu^liod  has  no  other  army,  and  it  would  cost  me  ten  thou- 
wnd  men :  so  we  must  have  prudence,  and  fight  when  they 
ii"»l  lose  niou  auii  we  not.  Be  comfortable  therefore  dear 
noibcr,  tio  more  Talaveras  will  shake  you  with  feur.    Why 
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does  your  friend  Mrs.  Adye  mean  about  my  good-nature  to 
her  sister  Mrs.  Hawker  ?  She  is  not  known  to  me  by  sight, 
though  so  pretty  a  voice  as  she  has  I  never  heard :  and  if 
my  wound  had  not  disabled  me  I  would  have  kicked  a 
cursed  physician,  who  told  her  in  my  hearing,  through  a 
thin  wall,  that  her  husband  had  been  desperately  wounded : 
he  had  fabricated  the  story  to  introduce  himself,  and  she 
was  half  wild,  poor  thing !  Tt  was  the  same  fellow  who  left 
me  to  cool  my  heels  at  Goimbra,  but  the  wretch  is,  I  believe, 
an  idiot." 

His  sufferings  were  now  dreadful,  yet  his  light  humodr 
increased  in  the  inverse  ratio.  In  December  he  writes, 
"My  face  is,  luckily,  not  awry  as  well  as  my  jaw;  but 
the  jawbone  being  broken  to  smtdereens,  has  I  fear  lost  its 
smoothness,  and  won't  turn  in  the  socket.  I  want  a  natomy 
book,  and  some  fellow  s  scull,  to  see  how  things  are  made. 

Mrs.  shall  have  a  bit  of  my  jawbone,  which,   with 

seven  others,  was  lodged  in  the  ball  and  came  away  with  it 
I  offered  it  to  a  monk  for  a  relic,  saying  it  was  a  piece  of 
St.  Paul's  wisdom  tooth,  given  to  me  by  the  Virgin  Mary  in 
a  dream.  He  was  going  to  take  it  for  his  convent,  but 
was  told,  that  being  a  sinner  with  no  other  chance  for  salva- 
tion, it  was  impossible  for  me  to  part  with  it  except  for 
dollars !  He  never  gave  money  for  relics,  he  said.  Devil 
doubt  you  quoth  I,  and  pocketed  my  bit  of  jaw.  Tell 
Susan  Frost  I  am  quite  well,  though  talking  such  dreadful 
nonsense.  No  man  dare  talk  sense  here,  the  regency  would 
think  it  plotting  if  a  word  of  sense  came  from  my  mouth, 
and  would  send  me  to  the  Inquisition :  they  have  sent 
numbers  there  for  doing  so,  and  are  restoring  all  the  pristine 
terrors  of  that  institution  under  the  countenance  of  the  able 
humane  British  government ! 

**  December. — Why  are  you  not  yet  gone  to  Ireland  ? 
What  keeps  you  ?  Our  health  !  You  would  hear  of  us 
just  the  same  there  as  in  London,  and  winter  is  a  bad  time 
for  your  journey,  especially  the  water  part.    My  fear  is  that 
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thej  ma;  drop  you  in  your  helpless  state,  iu  getting;  you  on 
Wlierefore  tell  Diok" — his  younf,'er  brother  designed 
r  the  church,  and  then  a  fellow  o!"  All  Souls — "  to  have 
n  BWUDg  in  a  chair,  tied  hand  and  loot.  If  he  would  put 
iien  to  your  fingers  and  toes,  aa  boys  do  with  cats 
Teproj'eetinif  tliem  out  of  a  garret  wiudow,  it  would  be 
anieDdable,  iugeaious  and  laughable,  though  derogatory 
fc  ihe  clerical  character,  and  unbecoming  the  gravity  of  All 
bnla— he  would  prefer  being  the  elect  of  all  Psyches 
ilhinks.  However,  once  done,  flying  our  mothers  might 
Iwcome  fashionable.  Ah  !  my  God !  as  Louis  Chabot  Bays ; 
mj  fjod!  what  nonsense  I  talk  when  the  tit  takes  me.  Is 
tWre  nny  nostrum  for  it?  if  there  is,  the  vendor  should 
establish  his  shop  near  the  parliament  house. — 

"—How  I  pity  the  poor  old  king,  and  all  of  them,  they 
li»Te  much  suffering ;  God  restore  their  poor  father  to  his 
eenies.  For  the  men  my  pity  is  less,  they  are  said  to  have 
li'iJe  feeling:  but  the  princesses,  and  the  poor  old  queen, 
■Imi  ia  believed  to  be  very  much  attached  to  him  !  Well,  no 
more,  What  pari  of  a  china  tea  service  am  I  like  •■  The 
major  part,  tliat  is  tlie  teapot,  because  it  is  full  of  holes,  and 
»  am  I,  Three  times  dear  mother  has  this  letter  been  com- 
mmced  in  a  most  serious  manner,  and  on  the  most  serious 
Kibjects,  but  nonsense  will  oome,  and  devil  take  me  if  I  can 
"top  for  the  life  of  me." 

ITiis  tendency  to  joking  when  sulTering  in  body  or  mind, 
**».  indeed,  irrepressible,  for  the  examples  given  but  faintly 
iodioalt'  the  extent  of  the  peculiarity.  With  Swift's  humour 
however,  he  hod  notliing  of  his  disgusting  malignity  of 
plication  to  debase  human  nature;  he  provoked  laughter 
onh,  not  bhishes.  Even  anger  could  not  repress  his  mirth. 
Hie  own  lerrible  wound,  and  that  of  his  brother  ought  now, 
lie  thoaglit.  to  insure  a  promotion  which  was  due  to  hoih 
^kire.  iiud  he  claimed  it  from  Sir  David  Dundas,  hut  find- 
'oghim  Crtlloua,  thus  exhaled  his  iudignation.  "  I  want  to 
mi  %  rise  out  of  old  Pivot  before  he  goes  to  the  devil.    My 
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claim  is  good:  every  Coruna  major  escept  myself  |^H 
been  promoted:  this  is  a  stigma  wliich  only  a  medal,  or  a 
lieu  tenant -colonelcy  can  remove.  If  both  are  refiised  a 
courC-martial  must  be  a&kod  for,  to  clear  mjr  choraotcr. 
Tbe  stiff  old  bnisb,  I'll  work  liim  to  deatb  if  possible. 
Writing  in  such  a  ftiry  hurts  my  wounds,  but  really  tbe 
flies  and  Sir  D.  Dundas  vould  make  Job  angry.  Those 
swarming  flies  get  up  my  nose,  and  distract  me,  owing  to 
my  wound;  five  hundred  a  day  ia  my  average  slaughter  of 
them !  This  I  never  did  before,  but  self-defence  is  human 
nature ;  war  has  been  declared,  and  ti'aps  of  gunpowder  are 
laid  to  blow  mine  enemies  up.  Am  i  not  a  wretch  !  Bru- 
tality is  our  nature.  When  hit  atEusaco,  it  gave  me  pleaanM 
to  be  told  George's  men  bad  just  bayonetted  a  whole  I^^| 
ment.     Strange!  Strange!  Strange!"  ^^M 

Vexation  of  mind  and  the  winter's  cold  and  damp  ^^| 
caused   very  severe   suffering,   and  more  exir&vaganoe  of 
humour:   one  example  will  suffice. 

"  November. — Being  too  cold  to  write  much,  know  th«t 
I  live ;  but  in  a  house  witliout  a  fireplace,  Libemnling  like 
a  bear  in  snow,  rather  than  living  like  an  alderman: 
happily  however  not  sucking  my  paws,  for  it  would  be  an 
operation  rather  tasty  than  ngreoable  in  this  country  ;  where 
constant  bugicide  &c.  produces  a  second  skin,  equal  per- 
haps to  portable  soup,  though  not  quite  a  match  for  Quin'a 
sauce.  The  Portuguese  think  fires  are  dangerous  in  the 
keen  air  of  thoir  country,  and  supply  warmth  by  cherishing 
filth  with  a  load  of  greasy  cloaks  on  their  shoulders :  per- 
haps they  are  right,  but  I  would  willingly  nm  the  risk  of  a 
blazing  fire,  being  quite  perished,  and  my  stiff  jaws  odIt 
hindering  my  teeth  surpassing  all  the  castanets  in  Spi 
Not  that  there  is  much  to  complain  of,  but  my  i 
centre  under  teeth  have  necessarily  a  division  between  t 
God  having  ordained  that  no  two  hills  shall  1 
vidley.  This  division  is  exactly  under  tlie  outer  e(l| 
the  leA  great  tooth  in  the  upper  jaw,  so  the  twist  isjoi 
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idtb  of  that  large  tooth.  Meanwhile  my  general  stale  is 
»btt  it  was  a  month  ago,  only  with  more  freedom  of  open- 
ing anil  sbutlin^  my  mouth.  The  swelled  dieek  is  fixed  for 
gnod  and  all,  'tis  said,  and  IJahle  also  to  increase  or  diminlsb 
with  heal  or  cold,  which,  beiup  dead,  it  has  no  right  to  <Io. 
Elfctricity  has  been  prescribed.  Whether  it  will  restore 
Tiulity  is  doubtful ;  for  the  living  parts  surrounding  the  dead 
us « ffreat  deal  too  sentimental,  and  flirt  t«o  much  with  the 

nonli-east  wind :  Mrs,  M herself  could  not  beat  ihem. 

Bui  nil  my  teeth  are  shaken,  and  the  fe«l  is  like  a  violent  cold 
in  ihem  ;  it  is  worrying,  hut  a  shot  through  the  face  in  its 
mwi  ominhle  form  is  no  joke.  Often  have  I  heard  of  n 
pig's  fool  in  one's  oheek,  but  believe  no  one  ever  before  liad 
0  ^lermometer  there.  Stop !  General  Campbell  of  the 
Otinrds  got  nearly  the  same  wound  at  Talavera,  only  it  did 
nut  pass  through  his  nose,  and  be  cannot  yet  open  his 
Riouih;   whereas  I  can  eat  well,  nnless  the  food  is  hard. 

"There  is  nothing  stirring  hero,  not  even  my  blood, 
fliich  is  almost  congealed  with  writing  to  you  in  tbe  cold,  I 
"i»li  to  be  in  an  oven.  If  Portugal  be  a  hot  country  my 
ndturs  is  changed,  for  I  have  not  been  fairly  warmed  since 
ImdinK  '■st  May.  When  other  fellows  were  hanging  out 
ihcir  tongues  I  was  just  comfortable,  no  more :  my  dehghi 
innld  bo  a  shaved  head,  a  vertical  sun,  a  fiery  horse,  and  no 
Imt:  the  retreat  through  GaUicia  iced  me,  and  1  am  not  yet 
ilimred.  Shadrac  and  the  other  feUows,  I  ean"t  spell  their 
Dstncs.  but  the  three  salamanders,  could  not  stand  the  fiery 
luntttce  better  than  me :  the  kindest  thing  that  you  can  say 
luJiie  is,  go  to  the  devil !  ' 

This  extreme  sensitiveness  to  cold  continned  all  his  life, 
stfsult  of  losing  so  much  blood  from  wounds,  and  from  that 
"I'UCTatc  use  of  the  lancet,  which  disgraced  the  surgery  of 
lb  times:  his  abstemious  habits  also  aided,  for  he  never 
'Duelled  wint'.  and  often  adopted  a  purely  vegetable  diet. 

His  hrotber  now  left  btm  and  be  felt  his  loneliness 
""TildT,  bot  it  only  produced  more  jokes. 

H  3 
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"  December. — I  wish  for  some  one  to  epend  my  Cha 
mas  with.  My  jaws  are  crooked  and  Uie  doctors  say,  ' 
always  be  so.  My  lip  is  very  unetisy,  and  will  always  be 
en.  My  cheek  is  better  and  the  swelling'  miiy  gu  away. 
Electricity  used  every  morning,  but  the  parts  are  insensible 
to  sparks,  while  shocks  would  injure  the  parts  around  vhicb 
do  feel.  My  mouth  opens  but  stiffly.  My  eye  still  stares, 
yet  is  stronger,  more  easily  shut  and  sees  further :  it  is  swd 
the  sight  may  be  lost,  but  it  is  not  dim.  and  if  it  goes — wby 
Hannibal  had  only  one  eye:  T  have  a  mind  to  pluck  it  out. 

"January  8th. — My  wound  will  always  be  inconvenient, 
having  broken  the  gristle  of  my  snout  inside,  one  nostiil 
has  but  httle  passage  left,  so  my  fate  is  to  be  always  a 
snuffler,  for  the  docWrs  say  it  will  never  be  belter.  My 
surgeon  is  a  good  one,  yet  in  truth  little  is  duo  to  them  for 
reoovfry:  nature  and  Charles  Napier,  that  is  me,  myself, 
saved  me.  There  needed  to  have  been  no  lump  iD  Uw 
snout  had  Uiey  used  the  spunge  plug  in  time,  nnd  myirish 
was  for  it,  but  tliey  said  no!  The  jaw  might  have  been  set 
also ;  but  in  truth  they  were  afraid  of  toucliing  me.  lost  they 
should  bring  on  inflammation.  What  a  passion  the  devil 
must  be  in  at  being  so  often  baulked!  However  it  must 
please  him  to  see  what  an  ugly  saint  these  clinks  have  made 
me !  General  Kellermou  was  thirty-two  at  the  battle  of 
Vimiera,  and  had  thirly-two  wounds  1  My  share  is  six  in 
two  years,  hem !  Kellerman  take  the  prize :  I  am  content 
not  to  get  the  twenty-six  wanted  in  the  next  four  yeus. 
What  on  animal  I  am !  if  my  eye  goes,  but  of  iliat  I  have 
no  hope,  fear  1  mean,  my  resemblance  to  Cnptuin  Magau  of 
song  will  be  complete,  one  eye  was  knocked  out  just  over 
luH  snout.     Polyphemus  for  ever. 

"  February. — What  havoc  I  make  with  ancient  dames,  or 
rather  they  with  me!  There  are  two  Englishwomen  here, 
widows,  tlioy  had  a  sister,  and  were  bom,  when  ?  the  elect 
of  my  heart  is  eighty-five,  some  nmntlis.  They  were  gnat 
iriends  with  Fombol,  and  anotlier  sister  was  killed  in  tbfl 
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eut]i<jnake ;  part  of  a  fine  set  of  China  was  broken  also, 
I  bntthb  remninder,  in  a  dilapidated  state,  has  still  the  ho- 
lOtir  to  Conch  t)ie  lips  of  the  saved.  She  tells  me  a  deal 
md  Portuguese  story,  of  what  she  has  seen,  and  of  history 
i  poUucs.  She  reads  ranch,  has  an  excellent  judgment, 
b  very  liberal,  and  hates  the  French :  not  the  individuals 
n.  Yet  she  ihinis  it  possible  a  Frenchman 
■ij  give  St.  Peter  the  go-by  and  slip  into  heaven.     Se- 

mIj  she  is  a  very  exlraordinary  woman. 
[  "She  was  lately  giving  me  the  character  of  your  friend 

a  Countess ,  when  miss,  her  daughter,  young,  only 

iy-five,  interrupttid  us  with  How  dirty  it  is.     How  wet. 

M»  horrid  of  the   French   officers  at   Santarem   to   have 

R Optra:   and   how  impudent  to  ask  the  Enghsh  officers 

ghing   for   my  old   friend's  talk  I  gave  the 

nch  up  lo  perdition,  begged  pardon  &o.  nothing  would 

Kop  her.    Thus  much  however  I  got  out  of  the  old  lady. 

Tlmt  the  great  crime  of  the  countess  was  being   too   cle- 

W:  that  she  is  intriguing,  and  has  hurt  her  family  by  it; 

W  site  was  banished  for  being  an  Uluminati:  anpardon- 

■bte  here.     So  is  freemnsoury,  we  cannot  hold  a  lodge,  at 

I«M  Lord  Wellington  has  requested  us  not  to  do  so.     How- 

t,  over  cleverness  ruined  the  countess,  and  my  old  lady, 

lOgb  she  disUkes  her,  says  sha  has  been  abominably  ill- 

,  aud  that  she  is  in  no  way  different  from   the  other 

nlesse,  except  being   more   clever   and   belter  informed. 

e  clever  by  half  sir !  too  clever  for  a  woman  sir !  Yes  sir! 

Egnu  deal  too  clever  sir!    Hurt  her  children  sir!    Fine 

Quite  ruined  sir  !  banished  because  their  mother 

■ghed  at  the  government.     Very  groat  man  sir,  but  very 

~ly  vomiui  sir!     And  then  ber  family  sir !  better  than  the 

!     Pore  Moorish  blood  sir!     The  Braganqas 

if  Jews  sir !     So  she  goes  on   giving   a  great  deal  of 

mMion  between  the  sirs,  which  are  landing-places." 
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Lady  Sarah  Napier,  from  her  powerfiil  conoecHi 

her  son's  romantic  escape,  was  supposed  to  have  much  in- 
fluence,  and   conaequentl;^  was  besieged   by  persons  wiio 
could  not  conceive  she  had  any  object  of  interest  f 
than  their  welfare:  henoe  the  following  letter. 

"  February. — My  positive  injuncUona  are  to  Bay  noti 
about  me  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  speak  ouly  for  GeorgQk 
end  let  no  one    interfere  with  liis  claims,     ficcollect  what 

we  found  in  my  father's  tetter  to  M '  I  cannot  help  yo«, 

because  I  have  children,  and  my  interest  is  very  litth 
divide  amongst  them.'  Now  dear  motlier  you  have  | 
simple  answer  for  the  appHcalions  made  to  you.  8^ 
cannot  get  my  two  eldest  sons  their  just  promotioD,  i 
with  their  blood :  n  tliird  son  has  also  been  wounded,  t 
a  very  old  captain ;  a  fourth,  in  the  navy,  requires  mucb^ 
teresi  to  get  him  on  ;  a  fiflli  is  wholly  unprovided  for.  If  I 
can  assist  one  of  the  five  it  ia  more  than  I  expect,  having 
been  unsuccessful  for  two  years:  what  then  can  strangers 
expect  from  me  ?  If  Lord  Moira  comes  in  as  commander 
in  chief,  I  have  his  unsolicited  promise  to  give  mo  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonelcy, and  William  n  majority :  between  friends 
yon  should  take  all  advantages,  for  our  family  have  been 
too  proud,  it  don't  thrive,  and  'tia  time  to  change.  Wo 
have  worked  through  all  for  our  own  bread,  and  I  would 
now  have  no  conscience  in  asking.  It  is  delightful  to 
hear  of  Kichard's  success  at  college.  Let  me  know  how 
he  likes  All  Souls,  and  if  it  is  a  pleasant  college: 
understand  me,  you  need  not." 

Tins  success  was  the  gaining  of  honours  i 


Georgft 
ct  what 
■Ipyoa. 
Uttl^H 


lollege:  bs^^^ 
s  under  a  ^^H 
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tatc  at  Oxford,  by  which,  at  examinationa,  aspiranis  were 
classed  according  to  their  proficiency,  without  being  pitted 
against  each  other.  Sir  Robert  Peel's  examinadoo,  in  !  809. 
was  the  first  under  this  rule,  and  be  look  the  first  honours, 
both  in  literature  and  mathematics.  Richard  Napier's  ex- 
timtnalion  was  of  the  next  year,  aad  he  took  the  first  class 
in  mathematics,  though  not  in  bterature,  and  was  elected  a 
fellow  of  All  Souls. 

Charles  Napier's  anticipation  of  ministerial  change,  and 
Iiupes  of  promotion  were  alike  vain  ;  he  and  bia  brothers, 
lifld  still  to  fight  their  way  to  fortune,  winniug  rank,  not 
I'iruugh  the  aid  of  their  high  connectiona,  nor  the  favour  of 
ilie  Horse  Guards,  but  with  sweat,  and  dust,  and  blood. 
ffHm  Welhngtou,  who  was  now  leading  the  army  to  violories 
«6  incessant  as  ihoy  were  glorious.  For  Massena,  after 
I'XhtustiDg  all  means  of  subsistence  at  Santarem,  had  re- 
ireaied  early  in  March  181 1,  with  a  skill  which  balanced  the. 
Trtirs  of  his  advance,  justifying  Napoleon's  remark,  that 
:l  vaa  only  in  danger  and  difficulty  ho  became  a  general. 
Ilii  that  retreat,  day  after  day,  Ney,  the  indomitable  Ney, 
■>itnA  battle  with  iho  rear-guard,  aud  a  stream  of  fire  run 
"ifing  the  wasted  valleys  of  Portugal  from  the  Tagus  to  the 
MmjJego,  from  the  Mondego  to  the  Coa.  Combat  followed 
combat,  the  light  division  led  in  pursuit,  and  Charles  Napier. 

(vilhliis  wonnd  still  bandaged,  rude  above  ninety  miles  on 
OBt  horse,  and  in  one  course,  to  reach  the  army.  His  regi- 
tKDt  bein^  with  the  main  body,  he  heard  each  morning  the 
'^p^recurring  sound  of  the  light  division's  combats  in  front, 
^m!  had  hourly  to  ask  of  wounded  men  if  bis  brolliers  were 
l!'inp?  Thus  advancing,  on  the  14lh  of  March  be  met  a 
lill^  of  branches,  bonie  by  soldiers  and  covered  with  a 
''i»tikct.  What  wounded  officer  is  that?  Captain  Na- 
f'Wof  the  5and,  a  broken  limb.  Another  Hiter  followed. 
^^'Iio  is  that?  Captain  Napier  43rd,  mortally  wonnded: — 
'i*W  thoDght  BO  then.  Chnrtes  Napier  looked  at  them  and 
-Ji.4Md  OB  to  llio  fight  in  front  I     But  his  story  can  now 
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again  be  told  &om  a  journal,  commeuoed  iwo  days  befor 
be  heard  of  the  retreat, 

"  Lisbon,  March  Gtb.— Rode  to  Mnfra.     After  I.oure 

mountainous.     Crossod  Monte  Cbica,  wbicli  ie  fortified  oni 

very  stroog  from  its  precipitous  features.    Tbence  to  Atafra 

where  the  heights  are  strong  and  covered  with  works.     Tbi 

confidence  inspired  by  those  lines  uf  WelllngtoQ  ma&t  ne 

cessarily  be  great ;  but  the  danger  to  be  feared  is,  tbat  the; 

must  be  defended  in  a  great  measure  by  the  ordenami 

who  are  mere  peasants ;  or  by  militia  who  are  not  better 

Now  regular  troops,  buwever  confident  at  first,  would  bi 

dismayed  at  seeing  a  French  column  penetrating  where  (hi 

works  were  deemed  impregnable  ;  constemntiun  would  tbei 

ensne,  especially  with  the  Portuguese  troops.    All  lines  hav< 

this  drawback.    A  soldier  who  trusts  to  bis  firelock  alont 

never  despairs  while  be  can  use  it ;  but  he  ever  puts  too  macl 

faith  in  works,  and  on  seeing  them  forced  thinks  all  is  lost 

However,  I  only  speak  of  what  might  occur  if  these  Una 

were  assailed  by  iiu  array  equal  to  the  contest,  and  Lord 

i  Wellinglon  says  Massena's  army  is  not  so;   iiud  of  thai 

k  there  is  little  doubt,  or  Massena  woidd  have  nLtackcd:  11 

I  ever  hnes  were  useful  those  of  Torres  Vedras  are  so.     Mafri 

I  palace  is,  like  all  Portuguese  buildings,  wanting  in  ooB- 

I  ustency.     Their  structures  have  the  most  beautiful  pillars, 

[  the  handsomest  porches,  the  finest  statues,  ell  worked  in 

\  marhle,  or  stone  of  the  country,  which  is  an  inferior  marble , 

[  their  cornices,  mouldings,  &ca.  are  all  highly  finished  and  th< 

I  Portuguese  are  excellent  sculptors.     But  with  all  this  the 

¥  walls  are  of  rubbish,  or  small  stones  pinistered,  when  will 

scarcely  any  trouble  they  might  be  of  marble  blocks. 

parts  are  half  finished  and  then  filled  np,  anyhow : 

spot  is  a  pilaster  of  marble  in  exquisite  taste,  iu  f 

of  painted  wood,  and  so  on, 

"  8tii  March. — Just  heard  of  the  French  retreat,  « 

conclude  is  to  seek  subsistence  in  a  country  not  yet  e 

faausted,  north  of  the  Mondego ;    and  perhaps   lo  I 
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1  Wellington  from  his  lines,  and  iben  nttflck  him  in  rear 

b  the  army  now  beEie^ng  Badajos.     My  wound  ie  Btill 

1  but  I  am  off  to  join. 

"  lOlb. — Beoelied  Villa  Franca,  five  leagues:  passed  the 
pUJa  where  Junot  was  wounded. 

"12th  audi  3th. — Bode  nil  night,  and  having  made  ninety- 
two  miles  reached  the  army  between  Bedinha  and  Condeixa. 
This  distance  was  done,  with  only  three  hours'  halt  at  Tom 
Nipier's  quarters," — the  admiral's  brother — "who  gave  me 
1  positively  bad,  but  comparatively  good  dinner.  My  poor 
horse  had  H  lbs.  of  Indian  com,  on  which  lie  performed 
lliis  severe  journey  in  twenty-two  hours,  including  the 
three  hours'  holt ! 

"  14th. — A  sbnrp  affair  between  the  light  division  and 
tlie  enemy's  rear-guard  this  day.  We  lost  four  hundred 
killed  and  wounded,  here  and  at  Redinlia.  My  two  brotliers 
wmiDnnded  the  companies  chiefly  engaged,  and  are  both 
BMerely  wounded ;  the  ignorance  and  imprudence  of  Sir 
Win.  Erskine  said  to  have  been  conspicuous ;  and  Colonel 
I'nimmond  is  not  extolled  for  military  quahties, 

"  I5ih. — Great  waut  of  provisions.  Moved  to  Foz 
IJ'Aronce,  At  the  end  of  the  march,  part  of  the  light 
ivifiion  was  engaged  sharply. 

"  Jflth  to  21st.  —  Continued  our  route,  enemy  in  full 
fiUcat. 

"  2Snd. — Rode  over  the  mountains  to  Colmbra  to  see 
ijforge  und  Wilham.  Passed  Ponte  Murcella  and  saw 
Kiisaco  at  a  distance.  This  Murcella  is  strong,  the  position 
liu(«t  on  tbe  lelt  bank,  hut  tlie  ford  and  bndgc  best  defended 
"1  die  right  bank.  The  ground  on  ibe  left  is  vei-y  high, 
yoi  docs  not  command  the  bridge,  like  that  on  the  right 
■'ink,  which  though  much  lower  is  close  and  precipitous: 
'liL'  bridge  is  blown  up,  the  town  burnt. 

"  !Urd, — Reluming  from  Cuimbra  lost  my  way  on  the 
i".'aih  at  tiigbt,  and  slept  ut  tJie  bivouao  of  the  Chasseurs 
linianniqiie.     Beached  St.  Romao  the  :^Uth  —  the  villa^ 


ron.    J^H 


160  LIFE  OF  CHABLES  JAMES  5APIEB.  [1811. 

burnt.  Cea  the  same.  The  fine  palace  of  the  Bishop  of 
Gunrda's  brother,  Don  Bernardo,  quite  destroyed.  Massena 
has  used  fire  and  Bword  with  an  unsparing  bond.  Numbers 
of  peasants'  bodies  seen,  many  had  been  bayonetted,  ollii-rs 
shot ;  some  were  very  old  men,  some  were  women  !  I  did 
not  think  French  gallantry  would  have  suffered  this: 
MasBona  is  an  Italian. 

"  28th,  San  Payo.— Paid  a  visit  to  my  old  patron. 
big  former  amusement,  cracking  vermin,  on  whom  be  s 
to  revenge  the  wrongs  of  his  country.     This  villnge  1 
escaped  better ;  in  this  very  bouse,  eix  months  ago, 
with  me,  George  and  Giffard;  now  George  is  sadly  •* 
and  the  amiable  Giffard  dead!     Are  these  the  ploasures^ 
war  ?     Does  glory  repay  tliese  losses  and  pains  ? 

"  SOth.— In  a  delightfUl  village.  Colonel  Stewart  and  a 
Poridguese  are  trying  to  cheat  each  other  abont  a  beautiM 
goat :  Caledonia  is  too  much  for  Lusitania ! 

"  2nd  April. — Marehed  to  the  village  of  Muaelha,  e 
close. 

"  .')rd, — The  light  division  engaged  near  Sabugal,  sul 
much,  but  beat  a  whole  corps  d'armfee  and  took  a  howitx 
Colonel  Beckwith's  conduct  said  to  have  been  in  a  ^ 
measure  the  cause  of  such  an  estraordinary  success  : 
fact  is  the  French  cannot  stomach  a  British  attack.  Pict 
division  was  slightly  engaged  towards  the  close.  The  t 
fighting  regiments  were  tlie  43rd,  B2ud,  and  Sfttb. 

"  5th,  Ungera.— We  arrived  lost  night,  wet,  tired,  aaw 
cover ;  cursing  Portugal,  and  Portuguese  names,  and  Freffl 
inen,  and  English  generals,  and  quartermaster  generals, 
lools  and  rogues,  commissaries  and  medioos.  The  baggage 
of  young  Soult,  who  commands  Itegnier's  cavalry,  has  bwn 
"ken,  and  in  it  o  book  with  copies  of  all  hia  letters  to 
iiegnidr,  previous  to  Massena's  penetrating  Portugrtl.  In 
one  he  says  The  English  ar^  at  Ponte  Mnrcelk  and  Vi«.U. 
and  generally  supposed  to  be  preparing  for  emb«»rcatioii ; 
^  *'"  immediately  begin   their  r«ti-eat.     1  did  nol  ee»  . 
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itie  letter,  but  this  idea  of  our  weakness  is  the  only  way  lo 
account  for  Mnsseaa's  attack  at  Busaco,  where  he  learned  to 
tis  rost  we  were  not  ready  lo  embark.  He  it  is  that  flies, 
mi  we  have  this  day  been  exactly  one  month  in  pursuit 
cfhim.  Where  will  this  interesting  campaign  close,  and 
hos?  I  can  hardly  think  the  French  mean  to  re-enter 
lortugiil,  or  ihey  would  not  have  destroyed  the  cimntry  so 
rfreadfnlly.  There  was  a  horrible  instance  of  brutality  in 
i)ii<  villa^ ;  the  French  say  it  was  the  Italians.  Maesena 
tf  on  Itnlinn. 

"  6tli,  Nava. — The  French  left  this  village  yesterday,  fol- 
lowed by  the  light  division.  On  our  march  we  passed  the 
field  of  battle  where  the  hght  division  fought  Regnier  on 
the  3rd.  The  gronnd  was  a  gentle  slope  and  open,  hnt  this 
I  ihink  always  good  for  us ;  the  French  stand  fire  for  ever 
khiud  walk,  but  don't  like  dose  quarters.  Dead  horses 
vA  men  were  still  imburied  near  a  low  wall,  where  the 
Timch  cavnlry  charged  our  skirmishers  and  were  driven 
bick  with  great  loss  by  the  43rd  Regiment. 

"fith,  Alfayates. — We  are  making  a  flank  movement  to 

niirleft  to  force  the  enemy  at  Almeidti.     This  must  produce 

>  gurieral  action  or  make  Massena  let  go  bis  hold  of  Portu- 

M  leaving  Lord  Welhnglon  master  of  the  kingdom  he  hos 

» skilfully  and  boldly  defended.     His  whole  conduct  has 

''"ii  able :  errors  miiy  have  been  committed,  all  generals 

'liimil  errors,  hut  this  successful  campaign  renders  him  one 

"'  ibe  first  of  his  time.     I  regret  that  Buonaparte  was  not 

'''re  in  person;  but  perhaps  it  is  bettor  as  it  is:  had  he 

'?n  here' things  would  perhaps  have  been  different.    I  cant 

'  Ip  wishing  for  a  general  action  near  Almeida ;  the  ground 

[lerfectly  open,  and  when  that  is  the  case  our  army  is  sure 

I  victwry.     Our  cavalry  can   then   act,  and   though  less 

I'litneroas,  is  so  superior  that  tlie  combat  would  probably  be 

ID  our  favour.     A  total  defeat  of   the  French  would  put 

Ciudad   Kodrigo   into   our   hands,   and   eirectrially   slop  a 

Kcond  invasion  of  Portugal  for  a  long  time.     It  would 
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also  save  the  Spaniards,  if  anything  can  rouse  their  energies : 
perhaps  it  is  too  late  but  still  worth  trial." 

Here  the  journal  shall  be  momentarily  abandoned  for  the 
never-neglected  correspondence  with  his  mother:  the  first 
letter  is  however  addressed  to  his  cousin.  Lady  Emily 
Berkely. 

''Ponte  de  Murcella. — My  brothers  are  at  Gondeixa. 
George  was  yesterday  in  great  pain,  not  otherwise  ill; 
William  so  much  better  as  to  be  up :  this  is  nearly  proof 
positive  tliat  his  inwards  have  not  been  injured  by  the 
ball,   and  the  wound  is  therefore  not  dangerous.     Twice 
have  I  written  to  my  mother,  but  to  meet  accidents  will 
you  send  this  to  her  as  a  later  account    The  French  have 
destroyed  two  arches  of  this  bridge,  and  our  light  troops 
were  warmly  engaged  last  night;  but  we  have  no  chance  of  a  - 
general  action,  which  I  am  sorry  for :  my  mother  will  probably  ' 
not  regret  it  so  much.    My  brothers'  wounds  will,  I  think, , 
confine  them  a  long  time,  for  though  it  may  be  confidently^ 
said  they   are  not  dangerous,  they  are  very   bad  clinks. . 
George's  poor  subaltern,  Lieutenant  Gifiard,  was  killed:-: 
his  conduct  was  the  admiration  of  every  one ;   and  that= 
is  the  only   consolation.     George   is  so   affected   by  his* 
loss  that  it  hurts  his  wound.     Our  skirmishers  were  re- 
tiring when  the  gallant  young  man  was  killed ;  my  brother* 
missed  him,  looked  back,  and  saw  him  on  the  ground,  a., 
hundred  yards  behind.    Four  Frenchmen  were  plundenng 
him,  but  George,  sabre  in  hand,  dashed  back  singly,  beat 
the  four  men  from  their  plunder,  took  his  friend's  bleeding 
corpse  in  his  arms  and  bore  it  off  from  the  midst  of  his 
enemies.      The   company  buried    him   on   the    spot  with 
their  bayonets,  under  a  tremendous  fire,  gave  three  cheers 
and  again  attacked :  never  was  a  soldier's  death  finer,  or 
his  burial  more  honourable  !     Giffard  was  so  bravely  con- 
spicuous that  the  French  officers  called  out  many  times, 
kill  that  officer.     At  last  they   succeeded — but  we  had 
shot  for  shot,  they  lost  four  hundred  men." 


astt  TcM.]       SIXTH  EPOCH,  PEBIOD  II.— PORTUOA  L.  1 63 

Id  this  account,  there  is  one  error.  George  Napier  was 
followed  hy  two  men,  hut  he  did  not  know  of  their  aid 
uniil  they  helped  him  to  raise  llie  body,  still  breathing, 
his  shoulder.  And  while  thus  noting  one  fine  display 
feeling  and  gallantry,  it  will  not  be  misplaced  to  set 
ide  it  other  instances  of  fortitude  and  generosity,  shewing 
manner  of  men  those  were  who  bore  England's 
Ktutdard  from  Lisbon  to  Toulouse. 

First  of  William  Light,  a  young  cavalry  offioer.     Son  of 

Captiiin  Edward  Light,  by  the  King  of  Quedah'a  daughter, 

■who  received  for  portion,  Prince  of  Wales'  Island.    William 

"Was  bom  to  the  rights  and  inheritance  of  an  Eastern  prince ; 

liBt  ihf  Court  of  Directors,  with  that  unvarying  cupidity  and 

«ppre88toii  which  has  ever  marked  the  East  India  Com- 

fuiy's  career,  robbed  his  father  of  the  island,  by  first  forcing 

ide  it  for  money,  and  then  defrauded  him  of  the 

ipensatioD.     The  son  entered  the  navy  first,  afterwards 

anny,  and  was  now  in  the  cavalry.     William  Light  was 

of  extraordinary  accomplishments,  soldier,  seaman, 

tausician,  artiet ;  and  good  in  all :  his  disposition  may  be 

jnd^d  fi^m  the  following  action.     When  nearly  starved 

liJmtielf— all  were  so  in  the  pursuit  of  Massena — he  by  some 

iac«D8  ohtfuned  a  loaf  of  bread,  hut  hearing  that  George 

Slid  William  Napier  were  hurt,  he  stifled  his  own  craving, 

tit  the  end  of  a  long  march,  risked  his  life,  and  bis 

>'«  life,  by  riding  some  twenty  miles  across  the   wild 

iCuns  to   Condeixa,   where,   entering   the   half-ruined 

in  which  the  wounded  brothers  were  lying,  he  wiih- 

a  word   threw  down  his  loaf  on  one  of  their  pallets, 

ruBbing  out  returned  to  the  army! 

iow,  one  more  heroic  deed  hy  a  poor  soldier,  the  noblest 

•D,  and  the  circle  will  be  complete. 

temporary  bridge  near  the  Murcella,  had  to  he  de- 

hy   powder,  during   Masaena's    advance;    but  tlie 

Haich  failed,  the  enemy  poured  on  and  the  passage  seemed 

1ft:  then  a  man  of  Charles  Napier's  old  coq)8,  tlte  Iloyal 
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Artificers — would  to  God  his  name  hud  been  preseired  fc 
posterity — exclaimed  It  sliall  not  faJI,  tLey  shall  not  paa 
So  saying,  he  deliberntely  walked  along  the  stniccure, 
floating  one,  to  the  mine,  relighted  the  maUfa,  and  beudin 
his  noble  head  over  tlie  spark,  continued  to  watch  its  deadl 
progress  until  the  explosion  sent  him  from  a  world  lie  m 
too  heroic  to  hve  in !  Why  are  young  men  told  to  looki 
ancient  history  for  examples  of  heroism,  when  tbe^ 
countrymen  furnish  such  lessfjns  ? 

"Camp.  Moita,'  21  st  March, — Both  the  wouadi 
are  belter  mother.  I  make  no  apologies  for  the  dirtO 
this  note ;  for  flead,  bugged,  centipedud,  beetled,  lizardA 
and  eerwigged,  cleauliuess  is  known  to  me  only  by  name 
Moreover  a  furze  bush  makes  a  bad  table  for  writing  on 
and  a  worse  chair,  when  breeches  are  nearly  worn  out  witi 
glory,  oh  !  oh !  We  have  very  little  food,  which  forcft 
us  to  halt :  Massena  has  thus  got  two  days'  start,  bnt  hs  i 
pursued  by  the  cavalry  and  hght  division.  We  shall  be  dit 
persed  in  cantonments  on  the  frontier,  as  Lord  WelUngto) 
cannot,  1  think,  muster  meu  enough  to  follow  into  Spain 
and  probably  more  troops  will  be  sent  to  the  Aleratejc 
Celorico  again  will  be  tiresome,  bnt  we  are  of  Spencer' 
division  and  it  is  to  be  feared  will  become  head-quarU 
pets,  as  tile  Guards  belong  to  us  and  are  favourites  of  hi 
lordship ;  deservedly  so.  The  light  division  are  also  grea 
favourites,  and  most  deservedly  so.  Lord  WelUngton  ha 
particularly  thanked  them,  and  is  going  to  give  tiae 
flergeants  of  the  4iird,  52nd  and  Rifles,  each  a  commissioi 
for  their  conduct  in  the  late  pursuit  of  Massena." — H 
did  give  llioae  eommisaions :  and  of  eleven  brevet  majo 
rities  conferred  on  the  whole  army,  two  went  to  Chai^ 
Napier's  wounded  brothers,  This  left  only  his  own  pro 
motion  to  press  for.  but  ho  had  yet  u>  struggle  hord-l 
it,  both  in  the  field  nud  by  remonstrance :  injnstioe  i 
at  the  Horse  Guards. 

The  distinguished  animal  now  to  ha 
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Iwlf  Arab,  from  Morocco,  perfectly  white,  as  indioated  by 

■  Bomc,  and  of  sarprising  sagacity. 

"  Neither  poor  Blanco  Bor  myaelf  are  much  troubled  with 

r.    A  liundred  milua,  with  only  three  hours'  rest,  aud 

Suidly  a  bit  lo  eat,  did  he  carry  me  coming  up  to  the  army, 

■nd  my  fc&r  vras  it  would  kill  liim  ;  but  that  was  better  than 

^^no^  too  late  fur  the  action  expected  at   Condeixa :    he 

^ftSd  tint  even  ijre  1     He  is  the  strongest  horse  ever  backed. 

Bjtill  be  thinks  a  bivouac  the  worst  amusement  in  the  world, 

^^ta  be  geia  nothing  but  heath  and  hard  riding.     Poor  fellow, 

Ilttss  and  coax  him,  hut  it  don't  make  up  for  no  oots.     Ho 

istbe  most  delightful  animal  that  ever  was,  but  thinks  being 

B«kdnured  by  the  Lisbon  ladies  with  a  full  etomacli,  better 

^Hhni  my  affection  with  heath. 

^^  *  Coimbra,  March  S9rd. — Says  I  to  Bl&noo  yesterday, 

appose  we  walk  over  tlte  mountains  old  boy  and  see  the 

oduft  boys:  no  sooner  said  than  done.     William  will  be  ut 

Wi  duly  in  two  months,  but  he  ought  not  for  six :  he  suffers 

little  pain,  and  runs  about  in  a  go-cart  like  a  child.     As  to 

'jisir^e  ho  suffers  acute  and  constant  pain,  and  cannot  sleep 

xiiliout  opium :  however  the  surgeons  are  positive  he  will 

^ot  lose  bis  bund,  and  think  he  will  have  the  use  of  the 

i»u  fore-fingers  and  thumb  if  not  of  all.     Are  we  cats  that 

'f  lite  and  boar  such  wounds  ?     Bui  now  having  told  you 

'iear  mother  exactly  the  facts  as  usual,  adieu :  this  is  enough 

^fiCT  a  ride  forty  miles  over  the  most  nigged  mountains  in 

■     i'lTlngal.     Poor  Blanco  almost  gives  up  the  ghost. 

^^V''24tfa. — This  country  is  ravaged  by  fire  and  sword,  wo 

^^^■sothJDg  for  love  or  money,  but  puss  through  deserted 

^^JBIb,  tlie  only  symptoms  of  former  habitations  being  the 

7       mmed  walls  of  villages  and  dead  bodies.     What  a  change 

i.  fix  mouths :  England  how  Utile  do  you  know  of  war  !    A 

'.olJor  has  been  given  for  some  biscuit;  and  two  complete 

diijTt  and  most  part  of  a  third  I  went  without  food :  the  boys 

at  Coiuibra  stuffed  me,  for  there  they  have  plenty.   We  have 

at»o  got  n  dinner  here  this  day,  and  having  been  again  two 
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days  withoQt  one,  I  must  make  haste  or  It  will  be  gone:  > 
get  nu  bread  and  the  hard  biscuit  bothers  my  woundtxl  ji 
when  there  is  not  lime  for  it  to  soak. 

"  Alfajates,  April  6ih. — No  long  agreeable  letter,  or  evi 
B  civil  one  for  you  dear  mother :  civility  is  indeed  a  usele 
thing  when  one  has  neither  food,  nor  drink,  nor  sleep.  V 
have  now.  for  one  monih,  been  up  at  three  a.m.  marching 
four,  and  halting  at  seven  o'clock  at  night,  when  we  eat  i 
we  can  gel,  from  shoe  soles  to  bread  and  butter.  Writing 
not  agreeable,  and  done  only  to  i«ll  you  how  George  at 
William  are.  The  last  is  well  now,  and  a  brigade-majo: 
and  as  George  writes  betlor  with  his  left  than  his  right  htu 
he  may  do  hia  own  letters.  You  may  rejoice  at  these  fort 
nftl«  recoveries  from  two  as  ugly  wounds  as  could  be,  she 
of  mortal  ones.  They  are  living  well,  we  are  on  biscui 
full  of  maggots,  and  though  noi  a  bad  soldier,  hang  n 
if  I  can  relish  maggots.  We  suffer  much  in  point  of  foo 
but  the  French  are  nearly  cleared  out  ol'  the  coanlry.  Oi 
late  movement  was  to  force  the  enemy  from  Almeida  I 
turning  their  position  ihere ;  ibey  have  run,  end  the  garriat 
of  Almeida  will  blow  that  place  up.  Meanwhile  oar  Ills  t 
the  last  month  has  not  been  an  easy  one  for  a  convalescei 
yet  I  have  worked  ibrough  well,  except  a  little  rheumatia 
in  the  jaws  :  a  splinter  of  bone  protrudes  etiU  from  the  ja' 
but  very  slowly.  The  first  week,  cold  and  sleeping  out 
night,  and  severe  riding,  made  the  wound  bleed  at  tlie  noa 
but  now  ai!  is  right.  Blanco  is  starving  and  curia  his  Doi 
into  a  thousand  wrinkles,  cursing  Buonaparte:  ihuro!  n 
biscuit  has  run  away  on  maggots'  legs.  We  found  nai 
Moniteurs  in  the  French  camps  and  one  bad  an  accounb,< 
Busaco,  with  this  passage,  Le  Major  Napier,  deja  bias 
Corogne,  re(;u  un  coup  de  feu  duns  la  figure. 

"  Albergaria.— Many  thanks  dear  mother  for  youi 
papers-     You  wonder  at  my  carelessness  about  whi 
call  a  great  public  question — the  regency.     You  shall  ba^ 
my  reasons  for  calling  it  a  trifling  quibble  of  poliLiciliiiq)] 


blaOMJ 

roui^H 

shall  ba^ 
ot  poliLiciaw 
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diy  and  dull  study.  I  may  be  wrong,  no  matter,  I  shall 
OeTcr  have  to  settle  a  regency,  unless  with  ahnrper  tilings 
than  Cunning's  wit  or  Lord  Grenville's  arguments.  My  first 
«ep  is  always  to  strip  a  subject  of  ornaments  and  loaye  my 
aundfn^e  for  judgmeDt.  Cobbett  meets  my  notions  here; 
lif  I«lls  truth  in  plain  language,  giving  hts  reiisous  for  all  be 
«d»ances :  now  fact  is  fact,  and  his  motives  are  to  me 
nothing;  our  souls  are  not  chained  togetlier  like  the  hodiea 
of  Baird  and  his  comrade.  The  king  is  mad,  and  cannot  do 
bis  duty :'  he  is  tJierefore  virtually  dead.  Were  he  really 
dnd  who  would  succeed  ?  The  prince.  Madness  and  death 
are  the  game  to  kings,  in  the  ahsi.rnct;  the  prince  should 
T'lcrefore  have  the  place  that  real  death  would  give  bim.  If 
'  II.'  is  St  to  rule  as  n  king  he  is  fit  to  rule  as  regent :  take  away 
■'  li  powers  and  you  impute  unfitness  to  wield  tbeoi.  So 
much  for  the  restriction. 

"  The  dispute  about  a  regency,  by  address  or  bill,  is 
linghablo ;  the  first  shews  want  of  wisdom  in  not  having 
■rruged  the  matter  by  act  while  the  king  was  able  to  sanc- 
tion an  act.  That  being  neglected  what  signifies  the  mode  ■ 
of  effeeling  it  ?     Neither  bill  nor  address  is  correct.     If  so 

misb  why  don't  they  demand  of  the  people  what  they 

,  or  rather  will  for  the  people  should  dictate  on  such 

Had  the  voice  of  the  people  and  the  voice  of  the 

a  been  taken,  who  could  dispute  the  right  of  ilie  prince 
bave  the  throne  in  trust  for  his  father?  This  may  be 
Bog,  but  no  trouble  will  I  take  to  set  it  right,  having  no 
nuni  in  making  kings,  queens,  or  regents.  The  prince  is, 
"Iwt  ho  ever  appeared  to  me,  a  milksop  for  accepting  the 
'■■jenoy  with  restrictions,  Wb&t  could  they  have  done  had 
'!'■  rsfiised  ?  No  more  on  that  head.  Much  more  amusing 
'!  mo  than  this  question,  have  been  the  entertaining  clever 
ijoiat  in  the  Moniteur  on  the  regent's  speech.  The  acute- 
ncss  of  these  notes  repaid  me  for  the  duluess  and  nonsense 
of  the  Bpet'cb :  they  he,  and  falsify,  and  contradict  with  such 
DwtncsB  of  logic,  and  so  plausibly,  as  almost  to  persuade 


■■LIFE  OF  CHABLE9  JA1 

one  they  are  true  ;  aod  mix  true  and  false  so  ingeniously  i^  * 
to  have  &  shew  of  reason  in  all. 

"  Some  one  has  sent  me  Prince  Eugene's  memoirs.  It  i  ^ 
affreeable  Ki  read  anythiog  written  by  a  great  mttn  himsel:^. 
and  my  liope  is  that  these  memoirs  are  Huibeniic :  they  ai~*^ 
amusing,  with  much  fun  and  not  too  long.  As  to  style,  m^^ 
knowledge  of  French  won't  let  me  judge ;  but  a  style  agree?  — 
able  and  dear  cannot  be  \ery  bad,  for  bad  style  would  thu  ^ 
accomplish  what  good  style  aims  at.  Towards  books  anc^B 
people  I  feel  aliJte — if  they  give  information  or  amusemen  ■* 
their  style  is  nothing  to  me.  A  good  tiling  ill  written  i^s 
better  than  dulnesa  with  fine  phrases ;  and  an  agreeabl^^ 
vulgarity  is  worth  more  than  refined  insipid  gentility  ;  wbc:* 
would  not  rather  have  fresh  butter  in  Jenny's  brown  jug^ji- 
than  nothing  in  Lady  Genleel's  Grecian  vase?  I  do  no"^* 
say  a  union  is  not  best,  when  found ;  and  in  books  this  i^^ 
generally  the  case,  because  refinement  requires  talent  an<^^ 

study :  hot  gentility,  or  what  is  called  good -breeding,  car 

ried  beyond  a  certain  point  becomes  trifling,  and  gives  ^^* 
bent  to  character.  Naturally  I  am  civil,  and  therefbr^^^ 
naturally  trifling.  I  have  indeed  got  pretty  well  rid  of  mj^tf 
breeding,  it  don't  now  trip  me  up  ofUn :  would  that  I  oool^^^ 
also  get  rid  of  my  trifling.  Seriously :  the  habit  of  tryin^^^ 
to  please  affeelA  flrmness,  and  a  man  often  says  yes  instead^^^ 
of  no,  foolishly.     A  fellow  comes  smirking  and  smiling  wiU^*^ 

— Will  you  do  mo  the  favour  of  being  so  kind  as  to  in- 

dulge  me  Sec.  and  you  are  conquered  unless  you  get  out  I  '1^^ 
Bee  you  damned  first:  that  is  generally  decisive :  butifyoi^K' 
skirmish  witli,  Indeed  sir,  or  'Pon  my  life,  you  are  done  aC^ 
once. 

"  Almeida  will  not  surrender,  Brennier  refuses.  All  tb^ 
majors  have  got  brevet  rank  for  Barossa.  Acheaon  is  tw(^ 
years  younger  than  me,  and  if  they  refuse  me  now  my  resig- 
nation shall  go  in  to  David  Sundas ;  for  this  is  insult  added- 
to  injustice,  and  I  will  have  jusdoe  or  quit  the  servioe.  IT  j 
will  write  to  him  plainly,  careless  of  a  court-martitl,  i 


"fiicli  indued  I  wish,  that  the  matter  may  become  public. 
M;  iatent  is  to  have  promotion  or  a  trial,  and  if  both  are 
refused,  appeal  to  the  regent — if  he  supports  Dnndas.  resign ; 
mi  in  a  rage. 

"April  29th. — Under  anns  all  day,  because  four  or  five 
poor  derils  of  French  battahons  came  from  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
to  gel  food,  perhaps  to  throw  supplies  into  Almeida,  Seven- 
teen hour*  nnder  arms  for  these  iU-munnered  knaves,  who 
reiuinly  came  because  it  was  post  day.  We  shall  be  under 
UtDS  again  at  three  in  the  morning,  being  cruelly  afraid  of 
letting  Tonr  friend  Brennier  feed." — Lady  Sarah  had  opened 
linr  bouse  to  him  when  a  prisoner. 

SufTering  severely  at  this  lime  from  illness,  Charles  Na- 
pier treated  his  miseries  with  the  broadest  humour;  but  he 
W  soon  to  meet  now  dangers.  Lord  Welhngton  having 
gone  to  correct  Beresford's  generalship  in  tho  south,  Mas- 
tena  came  down  to  relieve  Almeida,  Wellington  returned 
iiuncdiuteiy,  the  battle  of  Fuentea  Onoro  was  fought,  and 
^^n  days  afterwards  Brennier  broke  out  of  Almeida,  having 
^■Pl  blown  it  up. 

^B^Jonmol.    Albergoria,  9th  to   i6th  May. — This  is  my 
^*ftrt  entrance  into  Spain,  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  inha- 
liitiints  is  most  striking  on  leaving   Portuguese  filth,     Al- 
lieidtt  still  holds  out,  and  Mosscna  is  said  to  have  reached 
^^•Imonca ;  yet,  I  think,  a  threat  to  storm  Almeida  and  put 
^JbgarrisoD  to  the  sword  would  make  it  surrender. 
HP''17lb. — How  able  we  are  in  the  art  of  war!     Our  army 
^TSnonnds  Almeida,  the  Frenoh  ore  many  marches  from  us, 
*«  th'inght  we  had  blockaded  the  ibrtress,  and  daily   ex- 
isted its  surrender  from  want  of  food.     Now  we  hear,  that 
f"')  days  ago  a  convoy  got  into  the  place,  it  being  on  a 
t'l»in  and  we   having  plenty  of  cavalry,  artillery,  infantrj', 
"i"l  means  of  all  kinds !     The  French  are  our  masters  in 
'^r  in  to  uU  but  courage  and  bodily  strength. 

'  16th. — The  convoy  got  into  Ciudad  Kodrigo,  not  Al- 
"><'i4a,  and  n  reinforcement  also,  in  face  of  the  wonderful  Sic 
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Wm.  Erskine,  vlio  is  the  Inugliing- stock  of  the  army,  aniLE] 
particularly  of  the  light  division.     In  the  suulii  also  we  &n^^ 

t'xpoaing  oureelveB.     A  squadron  of  the   13th  Light  Dro 

goons  under  a  miijor,  has  been  surprised,  and  the  wholoe^ 
made  priaonecs  in  the  Alenit£Jo.  What  a  pity  our  fine^^ 
cavalry  should  have  sueh  officers  as  this,  and  oihere  I  knoii  *^ 
of:  however  we  have  good  ones  iu  training.  It  is  said  bea\j  ng 
artillery  is  coming  from  Oporto  to  besiege  Almeida.  I  hopa^^ 
this  is  true,  llie  more  work  more  glory.  Lord  Wellington 
is  off  to  the  Alemtejo,  as  Boreaford  has  got  in  a  fright  anifl 
says,  cock  a  doodle  doo,  I  don't  know  what  to  do. 

"  19th. — All  majors  in  the  action  of  Barrosa  are  mat 
brevet  heutenant-coloneis  fur  their  oondtict.       This  is  owing 
to  their  being  brave,  and  their  general  not  afraid  to  say  so  ^        i 

nor  selfish  enough  to  take  all  reward,  and  leave  lliose  whcj ^'> 

saved  him  to  shift  for  themselves.  Had  Moore  lived,  o^t  -■[ 
had  Graham,  or  Lord  Wellington,  commanded  at  Coruria,  ^E^ 
should  have  been  now  a  lieu  ten  ant- colonel  of  two  years  ^^ 
atunding,  instead  of  a  major  of  five.  General  Hope  neitbei^E^  ' 
gave  my  regiment  deserved  credit,  nor  mentioned  me.  Ot—  ' 
460  privates  and  23  officers,  my  regiment  had  1 50  of  tlie^^^' 
first  and  10  of  tJie  lost  killed  and  wounded,  total  1^0.  Thi:^^" 
was  as  hard  fighting  as  Barrosa ;  yet  I  am  kept  from  pro — '  ' 
motion,  because  old  David  Dundas  was  jealous  of  Mooro'^^^ 
glory.     This   in  nothing   strange.    Have   not  the   famou^^^ 

always  been  envied  hy  the  non-famous  ?     But  I  must  be  pa^ " 

tient  for — '  The  commander  in  chief  entertains  the  highcs^^* 
opinion  of  your  meritorious  services!'  I  have  tlie  aulitn 
secretary's  word  for  this  ;  yet  I  don't  believe  it  to  he  n 
true  than  that  I  have  the  highest  opinion  of  the  commondeC^ 
in  chief's  meritorious  services, 

"  Almeida  etill  holds  out.  I  wish  Lord  Wellington  wouliW- 
give  me  00  scahng  ladders,  and  aOO  volunteers  witli  a  sup-" 
porting  column,  and  the  British  standard  sliould  fly  in  Al — 
meida  in  two  hours  without  losing  50  men.  The  ditch  is  dry^ 
aud  not  deep,  the  gturiaouis  weak,  and  British  volunteera  aiti* 
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lisLiblc  ;  tliey  wuuld  be  on  the  rampart  in  fi/Leen  minutes. 
Ouce  Uiero  the  devil  would  not  get  tbem  off  again,  and  I 
sliould  be  &  lieutenant-colonel,  or  lie  in  the  ditch  of  the 
plaoc. 

"  Mny  14th. — On  the  2nd  instant  came  a  sudden  order 
to  murult.     We  crossed  the  Turon  tttyer  and  bivouacked  at 
Nava  d'Aver,  the  French  army  being  in  sight :  at  least  their 
fires  were  distinctly  seen.     At  daybreak  we  found  our  army 
Bssenihled,  stretching  from  Nnva  lo  Fort  Conception.     Our 
division  formed  the  right  of  the  line.     The  two  armies  man- 
iTred,  the  enemy  to  gain  Almeida,  the  alhes  to  cover  it, 
'ifeid  night  brought  both  on  to  the  plains  about  the  villages 
nf  Villa  Formosa  and  Fuontes  Onoro,  extending  to  Almeida. 
which  lay  in  rear  of  our  line  on  the  left.     Head-quarters 
at  Villa  I'onDOsa,  about  tbe  centre  of  our  line.     Two 
annies  thus  drawn  up  on  e  plain,  each  from  thirty  to  ibirty- 
fivo  ibousand  strong,  was  a  most  beautiful  sight;  but  the 
next  day's  sun  was  to  shine  on  the  graves  of  thousands  who 
tben  beheld  it  set!      No  man  knew   his  fate,   but   each 
anxiously  awaited  it  in  the  coming  combat,  which  all  be- 
lieved inevitable,  and  lo  be  one  of  the  bloodiest  ever  fought: 
uiie  in  which  defeat  to  either  side  must  be  destruction. 

"  Our  right  was  on  Nava  d'Aver ;  our  centre  advanced 
to  Fnente-s  Onoro ;  our  left  stretched  to  Fort  Conception. 
Than;  was  much  skirmishing  at  FuentcB  this  day,  yet  il 
POded  towards  night.  Wo  nearly  lost  some  guns  in  the 
Biuniing,  but  the  enemy's  cavalry  fought  shy  and  lost  their 
Mraiititge  by  timidity.  At  night  I  was  sent  out  with  tlie 
picqueis,  and  never  did  I  see  any  worse  posted,  or  more 
'Sligeutly ;  but  there  was  no  choice  for  mo  but  to  obey 
and  keep  good  watch.  On  tbe  4th  shght  skirmishing 
ntes  Onoro.  On  ihe  5ih  at  daybreak  fighting  began 
of  Fuentes,  and  soon  after  a  bloody  conUint 
there.  The  enemy  then  turned  our  right 
m  cavalry,  and  tho  Tth  Division  fell  back  to  some 
nearly  '  en  poteace,'  our  cavalry  keeping  as  far 
1  a 
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ns  they  could  in  front:  we  lost  many  men  in  Pozzo  Velbo, 
so  did  the  enemy.  Then  n  heavy  cannonude  opened  and 
pontioued  in  the  centre  for  five  hours,  with  smart  skirmish- 
ing, so  close  as  lo  knock  down  many  in  the  line,  which  also 
suffered  severely  from  grape  shells  and  round  shots:  our 
puns  however  beat  those  of  the  enemy  out  of  the  field. 
Thus  closed  the  battle  nf  Fuenles  Onoro,  the  5lh  of  May; 
a  battle  in  which  our  loss  was  eighi«en  hundred,  that  of  the 
enemy  greater ;  both  far  short  of  what  was  expecieJ,  as  every 
one  thought  we  should  have  had  a  severe  general  action. 
Massena  certainly  drew  out  his  army  with  the  intention  of 
saving  Almeida  and  driving  ns  into  the  Coa.  Lord  Wel- 
lington out-mautBuvred  him  and  covered  Almeida,  present- 
ing so  formidable  a  line  of  battle  as  to  oblige  the  Prince 
of  Esling  to  give  up  hie  project.  He  retired,  covered  by  bis 
cavalry,  on  the  7ih  or  8th,  after  which  our  army  was  ordered 
into  the  surrounding  cantonments.  Our  brigade  marched 
first  off  the  position  playing  the  British  Grenadiers,  wbicfa 
was  a  littlo  like  dunghill  cock-crowing,  but  the  men  like  it," 

His  correspondence  from  the  field  of  battle  will  now  dis- 
play that  elation  which  victor)',  notwithstanding  the  loss  of 
friends,  always  produces  in  those  who  escape.  A  sense  of 
safety  united  with  an  additional  claim  to  our  country's  ap- 
plause is  irresistible. 

"  May  7tb,  moonlight. — Dearest  mother,  William  and  I  aic 
quite  well,  and  the  French,  it  is  thought,  will  not  try  atlotber 
general  action  again.  We  lost  a  good  many  men  on  the  5th. 
I  was  lucky,  for  we  were  many  hours  in  a  severe  fire,  and 
my  bridle  was  hit  by  a  grape  shot.  We  are  in  mad  spirits, 
and  long  to  fight  again,  but  Massena  is  not  inclined.  The 
50th  lost  only  a  few  more  than  thirty  men  by  the  cannon- 
ade; but  we  were  obliged  to  be  quiet  all  the  time  and  had 
no  French  lives  in  return.  Remember  now  dearest  mother, 
that  fight  more,  or  nu  more  fight,  a  hundred  thousand 
men  are  in  the  pickhnguih  witli  William  and  myself:  it  was 

;  turn  lo  escape,  and  we  did  so.     This  was  proper,  Mri 
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Otougli  the  Gre  of  grnpe  and  shells  was  very  heavy,  I  made 
iL  a  point  of  honour  not  to  be  hit. 

"  ilay  Hth, — The  French  are  BRtisfied  with  the  fillip  we 
gave  ihem  on  the  5ih,  and  are  retiriag.  We  shall  move 
oloec  to  Almeida,  where  poor  Brennier  has  been  firing  and 
blustering  in  vain,  be  can't  get  out!  he  can't  gel  outi  " 

This  nas  a  Gilpin  boast.  Brennicr  broke  out  oil  the 
night  of  the  10th. 

"  Albergarift,   May  30th. — You   will  hear   of   Almeida 

being  blown  up,  and  that  your  friend  Brennier  gave  us  the 

slip.    WTjo  is  to  blame  we  don't  know,  nor  the  particulars. 

Yesterday  I  went  there.     Never  was  there  a  more  complete 

blow  up;   the  achievement  has   been   brilhant   and  marks 

fircunier  for  ever.     Our  generals,  or  whoever  is  in  fault, 

uught   lo  be  shot;   the  whole   army  is   disgraced.     Lord 

^Vellingtou  most  feel  it  deeply.     To  have  all  his  operations 

for  securing  the  town  against  a  large  army  succeed,  to  see 

ihat  army  defeated  and  retire,  and  then  to  huvo  the  generals 

*JQder  him  let  the  garrison  out !     Ii  is  enough  to  hrcalt  his 

l>«an,     England  will  begin   to  see   that   our   generals  are 

•  ••••_      Take  Lord  Wellington  away   and   we   are 

general -less.     It  is  said  Sir  Wm.  Erskiue  is  to  blame,  and 

tivxt  lo  him  General  Campbell.     On  my  ride  to  see  Almeida 

ifter  the  blow  up,  I  passed  Uie  field  where  the  two  armies 

Wi  fought,  and  saw  such  a  multitude  of  eagles,  vultures 

iiiiJ  kites,  eating  the  oarcoses  of  man  and  beast,  that  I  con- 

i,Tatnlaied  myself  on  not  making  a  side  dish  at  their  feast : 

iticy  would  have  gained  httle  additional  good  by  it,  and  to 

iiiL-  it  would  have  been  a  great  inconvenience.     So  gorged 

ili»y  were,  iliey  could  hardly  fiy,  and  I  hunted  some  on 

DIanco.  but  he  did  not  half  like  their  looks,  thinking  they 

might  take  to  live  fiesh  for  a  change. 

"Lord  Wellington  is  again  gone  to  the  Alemtejo,  lo  pre- 

^^ftnt  disasters  arising  in  the  south  from  Marshal  Bercsfonl's 

^^H^ders.     In  short,  when  Lord  Wellington  is  in  the  st^uth 

^^Bdu  the   Qortii  grow  tnghteued  lest  the   French   should 
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advance;  Kodwfaen  be  is  here  thin^  p}wrangm  the  sooth;  ^ 
he  has  to  6y  hnck  anil  forwanl,  like  Lord  Moira  flyuig"^^9 
Irom  Edinbui^h  to  London,  and  does  the  jouruev  in  fivo^^^ 
days :  hard  work  this  for  body  and  mind.  So  Sir  David^E*- 
13  at  last  turned  out !  The  Duke  of  York's  advent  wilULX 
however  do  Napiers  no  good,  and  indeed  Old  Davy  going  to*""^ 
pot  is  luck  enough  for  ten  years." 

Notvithstanding  Lord  Weliitiglon's  rapidity  be  was  toof^^* 
late  in  the  souUi ;  the  fii-st  &iege  of  Badajos  bad  been  raised,^  ^ 
the  battle  of  Albuera  fought,  and  so  hardly  won  the  master'^^" 
hand  was  required  to  stamp  it  us  success :  benee,  renewiog^^S 
the  siege,  he  called  troops  from  tlie  north.  With  the  first*^ 
column  went  Charles  Napier,  and  he  was  imiuediately^C 
charged  with  a  confidential  mission,  his  report  of  nbich  was^^^ 
adopted  by  Lord  Wellington  as  ground  of  action. 

"  Talftvera  Real,  June  lOlli. — I  am  dear  mother  on  a^HW" 
particular  service,  my  post  will  likely  be  about  MedelliiL—  * 
If  you  don't  bear  from  me  be  not  tineasy,  fur  taking  no^  ^ 
baggage,  means  of  writing  may  not  bo  found.  Tliis  miesion^K^ 
displeases  me.  My  duty  will  be  to  get  informniion  of  the^^^ 
enemy,  but  I  will  not  go  near  him  to  risk  being  taken,  not:^* 
being  a  spy.  No  danger,  but  groat  responsibility,  nliich  C^ 
don't  like:  bo  sure  however  of  my  keeping  vrithin  saft^^ 
bounds,  not  having  the  least  desire  to  be  taken  in  a  ridtcu — 
lous  way,  and  my  orders  are  not  to  risk  anything.  I  hav^ 
only  a  new  cunt  and  a  great-coiit;  the  first  was  designed  ii 
smart  days ;  but  lest  the  Spaniards  should  think  ma  a  t 
I  wear  my  blazing  uniform,  and  so  wear  it  out;  Blanco  a 
I  are  like  meteors :  we  cannot  go  near  the  French,  and  s 
send  Spans.  Tliis  however  will  only  last  the  siege,  am 
because  an  active,  intelligent  officer  was  required.  Whal 
bore  to  be  so  clever  I" 

Soon  the  siege  was  raised  by  Maruont  and  Soult,  H 
tington  concentrated  his  force  on  the  Caya,  and  with  1 
sagacious  daring  which  marlced  his  whole  career,  so  impi 
on  tlie  French  marslials  that  they  retired  at  a  momeat  * 
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r  superior  nnmbere  might  have  gone  near  to  fiuish  the 

George  Napier  had  now  ohtained  a  regimental  majority 
by  regiilnr  course  of  seniority,   and   the  Duke  of  York, 
though  not  more  fVieadly  towards  the  sons  than  he  had  been 
towards  the  father,  oould  not  with  decency  longer  withhold 
wpioffiotion  from  Charles,  nlio  had  again  pressed  liis  claim 
^MSnmgly  on  him,  and  on  the  Prince  Regent.     Ii  had  also 
^Pkn  separately  urged  hy  Lady  Snmh,  through  her  friends, 
^^■nd  Tdis  6nally  conceded.     Yet  a  want  of  good-will  was  still 
evinced;  for  tlie  promotion  was  to  the  loand  Regiment,  a 
colonial  corps  just  returned  from  BoUmy  Bay  with  the  stigma 
T  mntiny.     Dreary,   obscure,   soul-sickening  service  was 
1  Bubsdtuted  for  the  glorious  warfare  in  which  he  had 
a  so  distinguished,  so  wounded.     Siill  it  was  promotion. 
^vd  as  courts   are   proverbially  far  more   vengeful   than 
■teful,   it  was   not  surprizing  that  a   man  whoso   very 
iaieuea  had  been  an  oflence  to  royid  pride,  n  man,  of 
'*'iiOSe  near  kindred,  one  had  severely  checked  royal  indis- 
cipline in  the  navy,  a  second  had  endan(,'ered  royal  life  in  a 
duel,  a  third  bad  died  nn  unsuccessful  insurgent,  and  a 
ri>urtJi  bad  been  the  most  impassioned  orator  of  bis  age 
ill  oppiisition  to  royal  encroachment — it  was  not  surprizing, 
"t  nnnatiiral,  tliat  such  a  man  should  meet  with  disfavour, 
■-'umity  it  could  scarcely  be  called.     Moreover,  to  he  noticed 
'7  Wellington,   was  then  no  recommendation  to  the  new 
fnminander  in  chief;  for  whatever  may  be  said,  or  supposed 

»  to  the  contrary,  the  writer  of  this  work  has  sure  knowledge, 
llitt  no  friendly  feeling  existed  between  the  royal  general 
*)«  n  sjgnally  failed  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  and  tbe 
imst  captiiin  by  whose  transcendant  genins  it  was  ended 
"all  a  glory  dazzling  to  contemplate. 
.Court  favour,  or  court  honours,  it  was  never  Charles 
^tpicr's  fate  to  enjoy,  nor  his  ambition  to  littuin.  Royalty 
'""*  to  him  sacred,  as  the  key-stone  of  an  arch  spanning  the 
I'l'linleiii  waters  of  the   social  and  pohiical  stream,   but 
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courts  he  regarded  as  mere  pi^eants,  unable  to  confer  real 
glory:  his  aspirations  were  for  that  greatness  which  the 
applause  of  a  nation  sends  down  to  posterity.  Strong  how- 
ever as  his  heroic  impulses  were,  his  letters,  ahready  quoted^ 
and  to  be  quoted,  prove  that  the  longings  of  his  heart  were 
always  for  beneficial  labours ;  that  he  was  averse  to  war,  en- 
tirely opposed  to  cruelty,  indignant  at  injustice,  and  careless 
of  conventional  honours.  His  sensibilities  were  indeed  essen- 
tially domestic:  Uke  Sertorius  he  would  have  abandoned 
the  greatest  enterprizes  for  his  mother  s  sake.  No  wounds, 
no  sufferings,  no  inconvenience  of  time  or  place,  no  priva- 
tions or  inclemency  of  weather,  ever  interrupted  his  efforts 
to  relieve  her  anxieties,  and  assure  her  that  she  was  always 
first  in  his  thoughts. 


h  YcM.]    SEVENTH  EPOCH,  PERIOD  l.-POUTUGAL, 


SEVENTH    EPOCH. 


FIRST  PKIilOD. 


■TinocGH  new  scenes  and  ciimates  Charles  Napier's  career 

is  nnw  to  be  traced,  but  some  circumstances  attending  liis 

proiQotioii  must  first  be  noticed.     His  Lisbon  applicatiun 

t»  Sir  David  Dundas  had   been  rejected ;  it  was  renewed 

more  strongly   from   Albergaria,   and   as  lie  said,   so   be 

Jid.  appeal    to    liie    Prince    Regent    when    he    fonnd    that 

M^ors  Gougb,  Acheson  and  Duncan  bad  been  promoted 

fcr  Bamtao. 

.        "April   1811, — Sir.     To  address  Tour  Royal  Highness 

■Mitli  respect,  cleameas  and   brevity,  is  difficult:  tbe   first 

^|Bfeel  profoundly,  the  next  I  will  attempt. 

^^P"Aa  every  soldier  holds  his  commission  at  the  will  of  his 

^^Wereign,  to  speak  of  right  would  argue  ignorance ;   but 

uircumstanees  often  give  military  men  strong  claims  on  the 

iMtice  of  tlieir  king,  and  Co  Your  Royal  Ilighness's  gracious 

wttsideralion  I  submit  mine. 

"I  commanded  the  50th  Regiment  through  the  whole 
iTOipaign  under  Sir  John  Mooro  and  in  the  battle  of 
'-'«rufi8,  the  brunt  of  whioli  fell  on  that  regimeni.  Every 
"iher  major,  or  captain,  who  commanded  either  a  regiment, 
''i^Eachment,  or  furt  in  aotion,  has  been  promoted ;  and 
nitnv  of  the  majors  were  junior  to  me  by  several  years; 
Majors  Acbeson  and  Duncan,  promoted  in  the  lost  Gazette, 


"To  stand  thus  singly  unfortunate,  would  seem  to  imply 
"W,  but  the  enclosed  letters  from  Lord  William  Bcntjuck 
'^•a  General  Clinton  mil  free  me  from  that  suspicion.  I 
"^knowledge  myself  strongly  ambitious  of  mihtary  rank. 
SImtl  I  be  deemed  aureasonable  or  impertinent,  if  I  ask 
Vuur  Boyal  Highness's  favour  to  secure  for  me  what  boa 
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been  bestowed  upon  others,  viz.  tlie  brevet  rank  of  lieatenant- 
colooel,  bearing  date  from  the  battle  of  Conifin,  i 
I  commanded  a  regiment;  or  the  lieu  ten  ant- colonelcy  of  ■ 
regiment?  The  want  of  interest  has  been  ray  mLsfortuw 
and  without  Your  Royal  Highness  be  generously  pleased  ti 
assist  me,  that  is  likely  to  continue." 

This  letter  produced  n  gracious  message  from  the  prinoft^ 
to  Lady  Sarah,  and  at  that  time,  to  the  great  joy  of  ibe  ^ 
military  world,  liie  array  w«a  relieved  from  the  ofiimsivo  ^ 
oppression  of  Hir  David  Dundas :  the  old  man  of  the  Innd  -^ 
was  thrown  off  the  neck  of  the  soldier.  Charlea  Napier  ~^=i 
then  urged  his  claims  on  the  Duke  of  York,  stating  his  ^^ 
services  and  wounds  and  the  recent  promotions  over  his  ■'^ 
head.  This  waa  on  tlie  STtb  of  June,  and  on  the  lath  July,  -^  r 
having  heard  of  the  Regent's  message  to  Lady  Sarah,  he-^^^ 
thus  again  addressed  tliat  prince. 

"  Sir.  Labouring  under  a  severe  ague,  and  hardly  able  to-^C^ 
hold  ray  pen,  I  find  scarce  power  to  thank  Your  Hojal  .^-^ 
Highness  for  yonr  kind  promise  of  promotion,  expressed  to  ^^^ 
my  mother  throngh  Colonel  McJIahon. 

"  The  difficulties,  by  liim  mentioned,  with  regard  to  my  "^C 
standing,  arc  to  me  inexplicable.  That  tliere  are  none  real  -^-^ 
I  can  easily  explMn  to  Your  Royal  Highness. 

"  In  the  latest  gazette  I  believe  there  has  hardly  been  a  ^^ 
major  promoted  who  waa  not  junior  to  me  in  standing ;  many  "^J 
younger  as  men  I  believe,  nearly  all  younger  ns  aoldiera. 
Several  have  been  subalterns  since  I  held  die  nink  of  major: 
and  I  may  say,  none  of  them  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  k 
eeoond  tlieir  claims  by  six  wounds  received  in  tiio  s 
which  is  the  case  sir,  with  Your  Royal  Highness'a  foitliM 
servant  C.  J.  N." 

His  promotion  followed,  and  with  this  introdnotion  1 
following  extracts  from  his  letters  and  journal  will  be  bettot '' 
understood.     Meanwhile,  having  caught  ttie  Guiuliana  fover 
and  ague,  he  went  to  Lisbon,  autfering  much,  and  having  no 
eonrfbrt  bat  that  of — "  not  hrong  madkai  att—dniinnL." 


ajor;      — 
lettof^l 
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"Jnly  19th, — Denrest  mother  read  the  following.  'Sir, 
I  am  directed  by  the  oommnnder  in  chief  to  acquaint  you, 
that  previous  to  tlie  receipt  of  yours  of  the  27th  ultimo. 
His  Royal  Highness,  bearing  in  mind  your  claimB,  had 
zacommended  you  for  a  lieutenant- col oceicy  in  the  102nd 

j^tnent,  and  the  state  of  discipline  in  that  corps  requires 

t  yon  should  join  it  without  loss  of  time. 

'H.    TORRENB.' 


I*  Now  which  of  the  royal  brolbers  has  made  me  lieu- 

ni-fiolonel  ?      Or  did    they   both  jump   together  like 

sons  ul  a  worm  ?    Thnt  cannot  he.    Ergo  one  haa  done 

deed,    and    the    other  takes    credit:  the  higher  power 

ptbably,  for  he  look  the  credit  of  George's  promotion  as 

mental  major,  though  it  was  iu  the  regular  course,  as 

f  ooold  not  put  any  captain  over  his  head  mth  common 

Now  dear  mother,  I  am  not  the  least  grateful  to 

J  OUfi  but  yourself  for  my  promotion  ;  to  you  I  owe  it 

ely :  gratitude  to  otliers  there  is  no  reason  for.    Having 

i  ill-nsed,  the  prince,  or  the   Duke  of  York,  has  given 

I  with  loss  of  time,  what  without  loss  would  have  been 

y  justice;  for  that  much  obliged,  and  thanks  to  both. 

t  DO  gratitude  to  either :  no  more  than  to  a.  jury  for 

'WijaitiiDg  me  of  a  crime  never  committed.     I  11  dotf  my 

Viwer  but  no  gratitude :  it  is  giving  royalty  too  great  a  hold 

•Jf  one's  nose,  and  if  royally  pulls,  you  can't  resent.     And 

tlii.'w  folks  always  have  two  holds :  gratitude  as  men,  nnd 

luyuity  ns  prince,  or  king.     Henoe,  being  less  inchned  to 

'"■ar  annoyances,  exactly  as  the  annoyer  ranks  among  the 

mighty:  and  having  returned  zealous  service  for  ray  pay, 

"Uii  a  certain  quantity  of  blood  for  promotion,  besides  two 

I  naiforms  spoiled  by  the  efTutsion,  the  balance  seems  clear 

1  George  Prince,  and  Charles  Napier. 

B-"Tbe  impudeaoe  of  whoever  hinted  to  yon  that  my  pro- 

I  a.  job  is  unbounded,  and  for  the  prince's  sake, 

well  as  my  own,  any  man  who  says,  or  hints  this,  shall 
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bave  ft  fair  downright  English  box  on  the  ear.  He  ma^ 
fight  me  or  let  it  alone,  though  the  latter  would  be  pnafer— 
I,  at  least  I  lliink  bo  ;  but  a  man  is  bloody- minded  wbeia 
feverish.  Mark!  The  lOand  was  at  Botany  Bay,  wb( 
there  was  a  party  businees,  and  they  came  home.  The*  .^ 
colonel  died.  The  king  would  not  give  the  step  in  th^^ 
regiment.     The  next  major  was  cashiered.    And  now  tbeJ== 

Duke  of  York  says  the  state  of  discipline  requires  the  imme 

diate  presence  of  the  new  liauten  an  I- colonel.     The  job  i      ~" 

therefore  to   teach   scald  scurry   knaves   how   to   behave 

Stop !  These  jokes  won't  do,  they  are  probably  very  goof^^B 
ijluws,  and  may  be  touchy.  If  not  good  fellows  they  wil^^B 
have  hot  berths.  I  have  a  knack  of  ounoyiug  '""''"'"" 
and  going  to  a  young  corps  after  an  old  one,  is  to  drive  two^d 
horses  instead  of  eighL  My  reins  are  tight  in  band,  iia^Ez: 
fear  of  being  run  away  with  :  and  you  know  a  good  coach—— 
man  uses  reins,  not  the  whip,  unless  with  an  old  restive  liorae^r  * 
which  will  indeed  sometimes  give  coocbee  a  confounded  i 


"  To  get  a  regiment  that  is  in  bad  order  is  agreeable  ■ 
my  fear  was  a  good  one,  where  no  character  could  be  gained 
and  some  might  be  lost.    Caution  is  however  necessary  with 
these  heroes ;  for,  not  making  the  regiment  I  unmake  myst 
My  conviction  has  ever  been,  that  mora  can  be  done  wi 
good-humoured  tlian  with  angry  men:  if  they  will  be  angi 
power  will   be   an   overmatch    for  ibem ;   but  with  sulky 
people,  regiments  cannot  be  made  as  much  of  as  with  good- j 
humoured  fellows.    Some  people  go  to  a  regiment  and  com-f 
meuce  drilling  it  at  once,  like  Moore's  brigade,  forgettii 
that  Moore  put  sugar  into  the  lemon  juice,  and  the  mixtni 
was  good :  be  who  puts  lemon  only  causes  wry  faces, 
way  is  clear  enough,  bat  my  desire  is  not  to  see  their  E 
for  a  year,  staying  quietly  at  borne  to  recover  my  hei 
A  little  employment  however,  with  eagemesa  and  i 
does  good  to  body  and  mind ;  and  it  is  my  oatore  in  h 
both  about  everything,  to  a  certain  degree. 
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"Lisbon,  August  Idth. — Dearest  mother,  your  ignorance 
of  military  matters  leads  you  astray,  and  exposes  you  to  the 
hombag  of  those  who  tell  you  the  prince  has  done  a  job  for 
me :  they  say  so,  from  some  disappointment  to  themselves. 
The  duke  will  have  no  ^  trouble  to  satisfy  the  army.'  The 
amy  is  here,  not  in  England,  and  is  very  generally  of 
opinion  that  I  was  one  of  die  worst-used  majors  in  it.  The 
only  observation  made  was,  a  damned  shame  he  did  not  get 
it  before !  I  agree  that  we  are  obliged  to  the  prince,  if  he 
gEYe  the  step ;  and  we  must  appear  to  think  so  to  him,  and 
to  others :  but  to  you  only  am  I  grateful,  for  you  only  have 
vorked.  Next  comes  Sir  John  Moore,  for  having  given 
me  the  command  of  the  50th  in  Spain ;  then  myself  for 
fighting  hard  ;  lastly  the  Frenchmen  who  shot  me,  for  that 
clenched  the  nail.  Lord  Wellington  says,  he  won't  let  me 
have  a  Ca9adore  Regiment,  ^  for  the  Napiers  always  get  hit, 
and  he  will  be  killed :  they  have  had  enough  of  wounds.' 
Uaishal  Beresford  told  me  this. 

''You  have  given  me  a  long  letter,  settling  all  my  doings 
till  your  arrival  from  Ireland.  Now,  if  you  ever  knew  of 
^J  following  anybody's  advice,  or  plans,  you  are  acquitted 
rf  a  silly  waste  of  words.  When  in  England  the  spirit  must 
^(^e;  but  I  must  move  myself  to  Carlton  House,  for  the 
^t  would  never  move  me  to  the  presence  of  king  or 
Pnnce.  Had  I  lived  in  courts  this  would  be  like  going  to  a 
^^p ;  but  to  be  condemned  now  to  live  in  a  court  would 
Bend  me  from  the  world  in  a  year.  There  are  three  kinds  of 
Uvea  which  should  generally  be  kept  distinct,  after  a  certain 
^,  because  they  are  then  not  easily  changed.  A  courtier's : 
^  is  a  slave.  A  country  gentleman's :  he  becomes  a  sup- 
Porter  of  freedom,  if  not,  a  republican.  A  soldier's :  he  is 
^  despot.  Perhaps  the  country  gentleman  may  be  moulded 
to  either  side  very  late  in  life,  but  the  others  won't  do 
^ther,  unless  united  from  infancy;  in  which  case,  per^ 
^ls,  the  man  would  be  better  courtier  and  warrior.  Sut 
"without  expecting  ever  to  be  a  general  I  could  never  be  a 
eonrtier^  the  restraint  and  ceremony  would  be  uuendxa^Vb. 
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"  I  am  better,  a  little,  and  have  not  had  delinMra  the  h^^st 
two  fits,  otherwise  no  cliango ;  nor  is  any  expected  nntrrri-ji 
home  and  quiet  restore  me ;  hut  if  the  voyage  don't  see— —  'd 
away  the  fits  I  must  ehiCt  about  fur  new  air.  The  doctc^^^ 
Bays  three  months  will  recover  me  after  the  fits  pj ;  I  say  h" 
IB  wrong,  and  Bellarmin  being  thus  contutod,  I  shull  act 
my  own  opinion.  Lord  March  is  well,  yet  requires  ii 
months  of  home  for  complete  restoration,  ihoQgb  he 
had  hut  three  fits :  I  have  had  six  weeks,  that  is,  tvreBl 
one  fits." 

On  tlie  25lh  of  August  he  embarked  in  the  Fiorenz^" 
frigate,  and  alter  a  very  tedious  voyage,  taking  Blanco  wilt* 
him,  landed  in  England,  but  continued  ailing  for  a  very  lonfaT 
time;  so  rotigbly  shaken  was  bia  constitution  by  his  lonjar 
snfl'erings  and  the  hardships  he  had  braved.     At  (bis  tim^ 
Lord  Liverpool  conferred  on  him  the  eraall  sinecure  frovem— 
ment  of  the  Virgin  Isles,  in  consideration  of  his  wounds 
and  services,  and  he  held  it  for  a  year  or  two  ;  but  whpo- 
pensions  for  wounds  were  granted,  resigned,  saying,  lie  could 
not  take  two  rewards  for  the  same  service.     Lord  Bathnrst. 
married  to  his  cousin.  Lady  Georgina  Lennox,  was  then 
minister,  and  strongly  opposed  this,  but  finding  him  immov- 
ahle  offered  the  government  to  George  Napier,  who  had  mean- 
while lost  his  right  arm  leading  the  storming  parly  at  Cindad 
Bodrigo :  he  however  declined  it  on  the  same  ground.    With 
the  presentation  of  this  govemmenl,  Charles  Napier  received 
intelligence  of  George's  misfortune ;  if  a  misfortune  it  can  be 
called,  to  purchase  with  the  loss  of  a  hmb,  in  a  just  war, 
tlie  subjoined  commendations,  t«stilying  that  he  emulatei 
hia  brother  in  bravery  as  well  as  disinleresledness.     Ciadai 
Rodrigo   had   been  stormed  in  the  nigbt  of  tbe   lOtfa  tl 
January,  1812,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  foUowilig 
letters  were  written  to  Lady  Sarah  Napier,  to  Oharlea  Nopieq 
and  to  Lady  Louisa  Conolly, 

*'  Gallegos,  January  aist. — My  dear  Madam.  I  am  sorry 
to  tell  you  that  your  son  Geoi^e  was  again  wounded  in  the 
right  arm  so  badly  last  night,  in   the  storm   of  Cindad 
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Kodrigo,  ss  to  mnke  it  necessary  to  amputate  it  above  ilie 
elbow.  He  however  bore  the  operatioii  remarkably  weJl, 
end  I  iiave  seen  him  tliia  morning  ([iiile  well,  free  from 
pain  and  fever,  and  enjoying  highly  bis  success  before  he 
liad  received  his  wound:  wlien  bo  did  receive  it,  he  only 
desired  thiit  I  might  be  told  he  had  led  liis  men  to  the  top 
of  tJie  breach  before  he  had  fallen. 

•'  Having  such  sons,  I  am  aware  thai  you  expect  to  bear 

of  these  misfortunes,  which  I  have  had  more  than  once  to 

communicate  to  you  ;  and  notwithstanding  your  afl'ectiou 

for  them,  you  have  so  just  a  notion  of  the  value  of  the  dis- 

Linction  which  they  are  daily  acquiring  for  themselves  by 

tlieir  gaiiaolry  and  good  conduct,  that  their  misfortunes  do 

□ut  make  so  great  an  impression  upon  you.     Under  these 

oiruumstonces  I  perform  the  taak  I  have  taken  on  myself 

Willi  less  reluouince ;   hoping  at  the  same  time  that  this 

will  be  the  last  occasion  on  which  1  shall  have  to  address 

you  on  snch  a  subject,  and  that  your  hrave  sons  will  be 

t  (pared  to  you. 
"Although  the  last  was  the  most  serious,  it  was  not  the 
Mt  wound  which   George  received   during   the  siege   of 
Ciadad  Bodrigo,  he  was  hit  by  the  sphnter  of  a  shell  iu  the 
tboalder  on  tlie  lOih. 
"  Ever  my  dear  Madam  yours  most  faithfully 
"  Welunuton," 
"  My  dear  Lady  Saraii.     I  am  very  sorry  to  tell  you  that 
tieorgi*  has  had  bis  arm  amputated,  in  consciiuence  of  a 
ouisqaet  sliot  he  received  at  the  top  of  the  breach  of  Ciudnd 
Itnilrigo ;  it  baa  been  done  just  above  the  elbow  of  the  right 
linn.    lie  suffers  very  little  pain  and  is  in  high  spirits.     He 
volunteered  leading  three  hundred  as  fine  fellows 
miinilir.«l  from  the  hght  division,  and  with  them  stormed 
tlifl  small   breach.     Everybody  in  the  army  admires  his 
palluutry,  and  I  trust  they  uan'l  refuse  to  make  him  a  heute- 
naui-colonel :  bis  &iend,  Lieut.  Garwood,  led  the  forloni 
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Lope,  and  tliey  were  tlie  two  first  up  the  breach.  I  will  let 
you  know  hnw  he  is  by  next  roaii,  but  I  am  convinceil 
it  will  be  a  favourftble  account.  He  wanted  lo  write  to  you 
but  I  told  him  I  would.  He  ia  comtug  to  my  quarters,  and 
I  will  take  every  care  of  Lira. 

"  Believe  me  dear  Lady  Sarah  ever  yotirs  affectionately 
"  MaRcii." — Now  Duke  of  Richmond. 

"  P.S.  Pray  write  to  Charles,  that  1  hope  George  will 
Boon  be  a  lieu  ten  ant- colonel,  aa  he  deserves  it  better  than 
any  one  in  the  army," 

"El  Eodon,  Slat  January. — My  dear  Napier,  althoa^ 
the  news  I  have  to  tell  will  shook  you  at  first,  yel,  after  all, 
it  is  more  a  subject  for  congratulation  tiiau  condolence. 
You  may  rely  upon  my  not  deceiving  you  in  any  point,  and 
therefore  heheve  that  poor  Georgo  is  as  well  as  any  man  ever 
was  who  bus  sustained  the  loss  of  an  arm.  He  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  distingiiisbing  himself  in  a  manner  ho  has  long 
sought  for,  by  leading  three  hundred  fine  fellows  up  the 
breach  at  Ciudad  Rodi'igo;  which  he  did  in  u  style  second 
to  none  that  ever  went  up  a  breach.  Be'bre  reaching  the 
breach  itself,  tliey  had  to  scale  the  walls  of  the  fausse 
bray,  and  he  planted  the  first  ladder  himself.  Xotliing 
could  resist  such  fellows  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  place 
was  our  own.  His  wound  was  by  a  giupe  shot— in  the 
elbow  joint  of  the  right  arm,  by  which  the  bone  was  bo 
much  shattered  as  to  render  the  loss  of  the  arm  inevitable, 
and  forwhioh  he  decided  instantly.  The  operation  was  per- 
fonned  by  Dr.  Guthrie,  and  yesterday  moraing  I  saw  him  as 
well,  and  as  unconcerned  about  it  as  if  be  had  an  arm  to 
spare.  I  am  going  again  to  Ciudad  Eodrigo,  and  until  he 
chooses  to  write  to  you  with  his  left  arm  I  will  nlwaj-s  let 
you  know  bow  be  ie.  I  need  not  tell  you  he  was  a  volunteer; 
n  lieutenant-colonelcy  will  not  half  recompense  hia  deserts. 

"  Amongst  others  lost  on  this  occasion  is  poor  Dobbs ; 
and  Colonel  Colburae,  (now  Lord  Seaton)  a  great  friend  uf 
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George,  is  bndly  wounded.  General  Craufurd  not  expected 
10  live.  I  now  again  repeat,  tbiit  nothing  is  likely  to  happen 
W  George ;  he  uppears  so  well  you  could  not  tell  anything 
had  happened  lo  bJm.  Of  course,  for  many  reasons  he  will 
go  home  as  soon  as  the  surgeons  think  it  advisable  to  move. 
Believe  me  with  the  greatest  veneration  for  everybody  tliat 

^^MiB  your  name  most  sincerely  yours 

^tm  "  Charles  Bowan." 

^*  "Gallegos,  January  2ist,  1812. — My  dear  Lady  Louisa, 
liule  did  I  imagine  when  I  last  addressed  you,  I  sboidd  so 
won  have  to  communicate  afflicting  intelligence;  but  the 
tfallftnt  spirit  of  those  Napiers  leads  them  ever  in  tlie  fore- 
niffit  ranks  to  danger ;  and  honour  is  sure  to  be  t!ieir  just 
reward.  George  Napier,  commanding  three  hundred  as 
bnvc  fellows  as  himself,  stormed  one  of  the  breaches  in  the 
»al!8  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and,  sad  to  relate,  received  a  wound 
in  the  right  arm,  which  has  been  since  amputated,  and  ho 
lie  is  doing  as  well  as  possible.  His  conduct  equidled  that 
of  his  brother  Charles,  to  surpass  it  would  be  hard ;  but  the 
giUano-y  of  the  Napiers  is  as  proverbial  in  the  army  as  the 
^e  of  our  chief.  God  of  his  mercy  be  praised,  we  have  not 
Gwrge  lo  deplore  as  once  we  had,  as  we  all  supposed,  Ids 
t*ilher.  Alas  our  victory  has  been  attended  with  some 
fruel  losses:  that  of  General  McKinnon  is  irroparahle ;  and 
I  biivo  scarce  a  hope  of  my  poor  friend  Craufurd.  I  write 
■u  rou  my  dear  Lady  Louisa  rather  llian  to  any  other  of  the 
fwily,  ti)  break  this  intelligence  to  dear  Lady  Sarah.  God 
Almighty  bless  you,  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately 
"  CuARLts  Stewart," — Late  Lord  Londonderry. 


Charles  Napier  had  from  his  shrewd  Colonel,  Stewart  of 
'tic  oodi  Regiment,  caught  many  useful  lessons ;  being  in 
■■n  remarkable,  that  where  ho  found  talent  he  became  a 
'■]nl:  yet  only  to  strengthen,  not  control  his  own  genius, 
■"I  m  action,  telying  solely  on  himself,  his  previous  humihty 
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Appeared  as  the  stoop  of  a  hawk  to  seize  prey  an  J  then  sc^iir 
aloft  again.  It  was  therefore  with  good  knowledge  of  ttf^gi- 
mental  business  he  assumed  command  of  tlie  lOiud.  Rai»^?i! 
as  The  New  Soutli  Wales  Feneibles  this  regiment  had  g»»3e 
out  there  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  returned  Xjt 
Capo  Horn,  and  was  probably  the  only  corps  that  eTereii- 
cumnavigated  tlie  globe.  In  January  1812  he  joined  it  al 
Guernsey,  and  at  first  hoped  to  lead  it  to  the  Peniusola, 
but  in  June  it  was  ordered  to  Bermuda,  and  his  own  lett<?T9 
must  continue  his  story. 

"Gnemsey,  May. — Al  a  sham  fight,  our  general,  in  tbe 
flush  of  victory,  got  with  his  aide-de-camp  into  a  field  «'ll€^TB 
Blanco  was  feeding,  and  was  immediately  treated  ivith  horse 
tricks.     The  military  drew  their  swords,  but  to  uo  purpose. 
Blanco  jammed  them  up  in  a  comer,  and  setting  his  ears  haci 
kept  them  prisoncra  while  the  light  went  on :  at  last,  th«T 
were  found  in  durance,  but  could  not  he  released,  for  tlw 
barb  would  only  surrender  them  to  my  servant.     Was  ihero 
ever  such  a  matchless  horse !     Not  a  word  of  your  leiW     J 
dear  old  lady  will  I  answer,  except  rejoicing  that  you  baw     I 
sold  CelbriUge.     You  owe  me  nothing,  pay  others.     Je  MM     I 
bien  riche,  and  am  going  to  buy  a  cow  for  myself  whi<A      % 
will  give  suck  on  the  voyage  to  some  soldiers'  wives  and 
children — hang  the  imps !   poor  things !     It  is  said  thU 
not  a  day  passes  at  Bermuda  without  opportunities  of  send- 
ing letters,  and  the  ordinary  run  is  but  three  weeks,  t«o 
delightful  things ;  for  to  he  far  h-om  you  is  hateful,  and  with 
all  my  ill  temper  at  the  cross  ways  of  London,  never  do 
I  go  to  bed  so  happy  as  under  your  roof,  if  you  are  therS' 
Take  care  of  ray  other  dear  mother,  Suaun  Frost,  and  make 
her  go  into  the  country.    Thank  Admiral  Foley  for  his  letter 
to  Captiiin   Bell,  who  is  an   exceUent  fellow ;   indeed  all 
seamen  have  been  so  to  me.     Some  army  bucks  complain 
of  ihem,  because,  forgetting  thoy  are  in  a  man's  house  when 
in  luB  ship,  they  give  tliemselves  airs,  and  are  taken  dowu. 

"Plymouth,  2ttth  July. — Forced  in   here  by  stress  of 
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weather,  and  my  seft-sioknesa  bomlile :  wjtli  enough  to  make 

the  pot  boil  in  EngloDd  no  other  oountry  sboiild  see  my 

pretty  face.     Unable  to  eat.  my  spirits  are  low,  and  six 

weeks,  perhaps  two  months,  of  this  before  mu :  Oh  murder ! 

We   have  six   Indies   on  board  and  two  on  the  point  of 

being  uonfined.     Wretched  women !     Why  do  I  complain  ? 

Jonailian  has  declared  war.      We  reckon  ourselves  equal 

to  two  frigates;  three  we  should  fight  hard,  and  even  four 

wuuld  have  a  tug:  we  have  seven  hundred  men  on  board, 

iind  my  lefL  liand  should  go  to  hoard  the  President  and  smite 

Comiuodort'  Rogers  with  my  right.     I  swear  now,  Jonathan 

Ucks  a  lickinp,  and  an  English  line  of  battle  ship  is  the 

Oiing  to  provide  the  needful.     It  would  however  please  oie 

^BOre  to  delve  for  pratees  at  home,  for  an  American  war  is 

^Hjiurabie  thing. 

^^Kjoanal. — While  at  Plymouth  I  procured  bedding  for 
^^■tteii,  which  idle  official  rascals  had  thought  quite  unne- 
■i^sary.  Whether  the  Admiralty  or  Tnmsport  Office  are  in 
Hull  is  unknown,  but  the  attempt  lo  send  five  hundred 
"iJiws  on  a  voyage  which  may  last  two  months,  with  only 
'I'-  dock  U)  lie  on,  is  shameful. 

"August  lOtb.— This  day  30  years  old.  In  1808  my 
i'lrtbduy  was  spent  in  Lisbon:  imo  in  the  valley  of  the 
hnaro;  ISll  again  in  Lisbon;  and  now,  1812,  in  the 
nuiist  of  the  Atlantic.  Whero  nest  ?  perhaps  at  the  bottom. 
^Vell,  when  not  with  those  I  love  no  matter  where, 

"September  12lh,  Bermudas. — This  island  beautiful  to 
^'-"k  tt,  but  food,  and  all  things  hut  rogues,  so  soaroe  aa  to 
nuke  a  mtaerable  quarter." 

Tiiis  long  voyage  in  his  debilitated  state,  hurt  him  severely, 
md  for  many  mouths  health  did  not  return.  Narrowly  also 
'•i$  shipwreck  escaped  within  a  mile  of  the  anchorage,  for 
>-'  itliip  made  to  land  under  a  press  of  sail,  her  captain, 
;;iinaiiig  of  the  sharp  rocks  below,  was  driving  onward  to 
■IcHraraoQ  in  sight  of  th^  garrison  which,  attracted  \>y  the 
sgbt  of  a  war  ship,  looked  from  the  shore  trembling  for  the 
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result,  until  n  black  pilot  with  shoots  and  gesticoIotioDS  in- 
dicat«d  the  danger.  They  laoded  then  in  safety,  bat  in  ihat 
BTaM  disagreeahle  cluster  of  isles  life  vfas  monotonous,  anJ 
to  him  very  depressing  after  the  stirring  scenes  of  ilie 
i'cninsulft.  His  resolute  pursuit  of  duly  was  liowever  in 
no  manner  abated,  and  bis  mode  of  command  so  earnest, 
so  peculiar  and  diligent,  that  it  was  felt  by  others  ass  re- 
proof to  iheir  negligence,  and  gave  offence.  The  govemor. 
General  Horsford,  whose  colonial  irrcgdariiy  was  disinibeJ 
by  Napier's  original  mind,  becume  an  enemv  because  (to 
regulations  of  the  service  were  enforced.  No  zeal !  w 
zeal !  was  Talleyrand's  advice  to  a  young  friend  on  enter- 
ing a  pubhc  office;  and  nothing  is  indeed  mora  offen- 
sive to  satisfied  dulness  than  successful  vivacity :  Charle> 
Napier  was  destined  to  feel  the  force  of  ibi»  truth  all  bis 
life. 

To  be  cut  off  from  the  great  events  convnising  Europe, 
and  restricted  to  an  island  scarcely  larger  than  a  prison,  Bni 
not  more  fertile  of  incident,  was  very  chafing  to  such  a  fiery 
spirit ;  and  his  correspondence  exhibits  a  mind  preying  «n 
itself,  perceptive  of  failings,  and  panting  for  action  as  a  ciu* 
Always  uppermost  however  is  the  love  of  his  mother,  avowol 
with  every  variety  of  phrase  that  filial  afl'eotiou  could  sa%- 
gest ;  hut  of  this  heaped  t«ndcroess  only  what  is  reqnind 
for  the  story  of  his  life  at  Bermuda  shall  be  set  down. 
TJie  nature  of  that  Lfe  was  thus  epitomized  on  quitung  it. 
From  the  12th  September  1812,  to  28rd  May  1813,  ihew 
has  been  a  series  of  yellow  fever,  starvation,  and  minor  evile 
imder  the  reign  of  Khi^  Homford — a  man  extremely  dull, 
and  feeble  of  mind,  and   nearly  as  feeble  of  body.     He 
seldom  speaks,  never  to  the  purpose,  and  is  indeciiuvs  on 
all  occasions ;  no  man  ever  gets  yes  or  no  from  him.     Yet 
he    is    very  pompous,   and    as    Colonel    Lloyd.   wiiJi    Irish 
humour  says  of  him.  Poor  man,  he  tries  to  look  sei 
and  no  man  can  do  more:  he  never  succeeds  indet 
how  can  he  help  it  ? 
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^^B'His  mother,  OcLober. — We  are  waiting  for  accounts  of 
^^p  gre&l  battle  of  Salamanca,  of  wLich  we  only  know  that 
ttw  French  have  lost  25,000  men,  with  all  tlieir  artillery  and 
baggage;  and  that  Mannont  is  killed.  My  anxiety  is  to 
know  of  II  humbler  man's  fate :  has  my  dear  brotlier  William 
'— iiped?  This  pleasant  doubt  has  been  mine  since  we  en- 
■iiutered  ibe  Lisbon  pacquet  in  Au^st.  These  glorious 
'.■■■;ils  in  Spain  make  me  turn  with  diyguGt  to  the  dulness  of 
drill,  and  it  is  Lard  to  rouse  myself  to  duty  :  yet  duly  must 
I"  done.  The  example  of  colonial  idleness  here  is  very  hard 
i"Stem,  and  man)*  bad  names  are  bestowed  on  my  drilling, 
Kti j  my  Blrictly  conforming  to  the  Duke  of  York's  orders, 
tnire  nous,  my  great  sin  is  giving  all  the  bread  to  the  men 
"Inch  the  allowance  of  government  flour  will  furnish,  that  is 
bIiuui  lOIbs.  The  08th  commanding  officer  gives  only  W  lbs., 
liic  Tfmainder  being  sold ;  and  bread  here  will  fetch  always 
e  tliilltng,  sometimes  two  shillings  a  pound.  WHiat  becomes 
fthis  large  sum  is  to  me  unknown,  but  it  would  be  easy  to 
I"r-ket  £800  or  £1000  without  detection.  It  is  rumoured 
'■ml  my  plan  has  given  ofl'ence ;  for  though  I  have  said  no- 
'  'i'-<i!,  the  9Stb  men  complain :  liking  bread  better  than  a  regi- 
:  i-iiUil  fund.  Moreover,  instead  of  buying  bad  fuel  by  coo- 
i:jiri,  my  (juartemi aster  buys  good  clean  wood,  and  thus  baker 
■^spier  is  famous  in  Bermuda,  If  you  hear  of  my  being  a 
ii'artidel,  tyrant,  &e.,  be  assured  it  is  this  baking  business. 

"  My  greatest  dread  Is  that  the  idleness  of  others  will 
'■'rrapt  ray  j(f«/«  ;  they  are  however  now  good,  and  proud 
.' ibeir  military  knowledge,  which  keeps  up  the  military 
■  iriL  But  to  what  end  is  all  this  work?  'I' o  be  starved 
Bcrmiicla,  and  become  pioneers  when  tools  come  from 
iLgtand:  it  is  hateful  to  think  of.  Every  ofliccrof  mine. 
'iL-Kpt  three  young  ones,  can  now  exercise  u  battalion;  in 
Me  year  of  working  parties  they  will  be  only  thinking  of 
inakiDg  money  and  gardens,  and  the  men  will  be  ditch- 
dii>g«n!  How  cau  we  pester  men  with  drill  for  that  end? 
i  only  do  it  to  keep  them  from  drink  and  myself  from  rust 
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England  would  be  my  clioioe  now  but  for  those  bMtlM, 
which  set  me  cock  a  l»oop  de§pit«  of  reuson  which  ays 
fighting  is  had  for  you  Charles  Napier,  and  you  don't  litu 
it:  certainly  it  appears  pleasanter  when  only  heard  of. 

"November  auth. — Bennuda  is  not  unpleasant,  if  to  be 
out  of  Euglfmd  is  my  fate;  not  from  anything  desirable  in 
the  place,  bat  from  my  habits  of  occupation,  which  wouH 
keep  me  in  spirits  at  any  place.     In  Eermuda.  or  a  joi!. 
my  books  and  drawings  could  be  enjoyed  as  much  as  in  a 
palace:  that  is  if  my  seat  was  as  soft,  and  my  ligbt  bs 
good.      The  having  no   other  objection  to  Bermuda  dian 
the  want  of  posts  is  however  singular,  as  every  other  inciit«l 
bates  it  for  itself.     A  wet  climate,  nothing  to  eat,  no  fruit 
no  vegetables,  no  wine,  no  good  company ;  for  the  peopfft 
al'ter  cheating  you  in  their  siiops  ali  day,  have  the  impudenc* 
to  think  they  are  to  be  your  companions  in  the  evening  1   A 
good  honest  shopkeeper  is  to  be  liked  and  respected;  bol 
a  knave,  who  weighs  out  his  pound  of  had  butter  al  the 
modest  price  of  three  shillings,  is  quite  affronted  if  you  call 
his  place  a  shop.     No !   you  must  screw  up  your  moudii 
moke  a  bow,  and  'Pray  allow  me  to  ask  if  I  may  be  fO 
hold  as  to  take  the  liberty  of  inquiring  if  your  stores  contain 
eggs,  or  tallow  candles  ? '     He  then  makes  you  auother  bow 
and  a  long  speech,  and  charges  500  per  cent,  profit.    A 
lady  wboEC  husband  settled  here  after  the  American  war. 
has  lived  sixty  years  in  the  Island  of  St.  George,  whieh  is 
only  three  miles  long,  and  not  quite  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
broad,  with  only  a  ferry  dividing  it  from  the  liorge  island. 
She  has  never  seen  the  large  island,  or  been  out  of  this  little 
island  since  her  birth.     So  she  told  me,  and  added,  or  in- 
deed out  of  the  town  except  once,  when  I  went  to  Saint 
David's — a  smaller  island  1     She  is  hale,  strong,  sane,  and 
not  singular. 

"  Journal. — This  island  is  about  thirty-five  miles  long,  and 
from  fifty  yards  to  three  miles  broad.  Taking  the  cluat«i  ns 
a  whole,  the  main  island  is  called  the  contiiient,  and  OD  th&, 
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small  Island  of  St.  George  is  the  capital,  St.  George's  town, 
Tiiis  small  island,  with  St.  David  s  and  some  others,  form  a 
good  harbour  for  merchantmen,  but  the  approaches  are 
through  rocksy  very  narrow  and  difficult.  There  is  good 
anchorage,  and  docks  are  being  built  at  an  island  called  Ire- 
land. There  is  a  large  lake,  seventeen  fathoms  deep  in  every 
part,  and  cutting  away  a  little  earth  would  render  it  one  of 
the  most  perfect  harbours  in  the  world :  it  is  called  Harring- 
ton's Sound.  The  population  is  about  eleven  thousand — 
five  thousand  whites;  five  thousand  five  hundred  blacks; 
five  hundred  strdngers,  who  may  be  called  the  floating  popu- 
lation. St.  George  is  a  free  port.  The  soil  is  favourable 
for  cultiyation,  but  the  indolence  of  the  people  is  great, 
and  as  every  one  lives  by  petty  traffic  no  attention  is  paid 
to  agriculture.  In  gardening  there  is  much  trouble  firom 
the  voracious  green  grub,  and  the  keen  sea  air  hurts  vege- 
tation: the  chief  product  is  cedar.  The  Gruper  fish  is 
delicious  and  plentiful,  so  are  many  other  fishes.  The  whale 
aeaaon  begins  in  April,  and  ends  in  June.  About  fourteen 
whales  are  caught  each  season,  a  good  one  being  worth 
fSOO.  The  whale  steak  is  like  veal,  some  like  it  better,  few 
find  any  difierence,  if  not  told  what  they  are  eating. 

**  The  slaves  are  not  generally  ill  treated.  There  are  above 
fifty  who  have  purchased  their  freedom  within  twenty  years, 
^  the  freedmen  gain  ground.  The  blacks  are  ingenious. 
Passionately  fond  of  music,  drunken,  and  idle :  in  short 
what  slaves  must  be.  Bermudian  whites  are  very  ill-looking, 
Aemen:  the  women  are  pretty.  The  climate  is  humid,  and 
80  changeable  as  to  be  destructive  to  consumptive  people 
tt  is  said,  but  I  have  doubts  on  that  subject.  The  opinion 
13  held  chiefly  by  military  medical  men,  and  all  consumptive 
^Idiers  do  die :  yet  my  belief  is  that  constant  drunkenness 
^  more  in  fault  than  climate,  the  humidity  of  which  in  great 
measure  is  from  the  sea  spray.  There  are  many  law  courts, 
*nd  colonial  regulations  here,  enacted  by  Parliament,  which 
it  is  useless  to  learn,  being  all  tricks  to  foster  fraud,  and 
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witlioEt  right  to  be  called  laws.  The  people  are  so  oo!c 
fined  in  their  ideas,  and  their  curiosity  so  limited,  from  th3 
nature  of  this  small  spot  la  the  world  of  waters,  that  maoM 
old  persons  have  never  quitted  the  island  the)'  were  bom  oa 
yet  some  of  the  islands  are  only  one  mile  round ! " 

The  frigate  in  which  bis  youngest  brother  Henry  was 
lieutenant,  arrived  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  he  hear^^ 
of  his  brother  George's  marriage, 

"  December. — Blessed  mother,  George's  marriage  deligbl 
me,  You  may  now  in  time,  have  &  dear  animal  of  s 
Mad  with  you,  instead  of  being  left  in  your  old  age  by  ■ 
pack  of  vngabond  itinerant  sons,  getting  wounded  abroad.. — • 
while  you  are  grieving  at  home.  The  interest  you  have  ha^^3 
about  us  lias  never  been  of  much  pleasure,  and  the  littl^^^ 
links  of  a  chain  to  tie  yuu  to  life  may  come,  your  lost  grea^^  ' 
ones  can  only  thus  be  supplied. 

"  As  to  my  being  governor  of  Bermuda,  my  rank  wobI^^S 
not  allow  of  it ;  and  if  to  live  out  of  England  is  my  fate^^r 
it  would  be  better  to  send  Lord  Moira  his  written  promise  '^i 
given  unasked,  to  employ  me  in  on  advantageous  situadoi=3 
when  in  his  power.     The  time  already  spent  here,  would  itzr^3 

India  have  put  £3000  in  my  pocket :  with  thia  fatal  objec^ 

tion  however,  that  I  would  not  sell  the  chance  of  getting  nea^C 
you  for  ten  times  that  sum.      Yet  if  my  fate  is  to  be  in  ^» 
colony,  an  East  Indian  one  is  better  than  a  West  IndioiY 
one :  there  are  indeed  for  India  the  drawbacks  of  distance 
and  liver  complaint ;  yet  they  are  both  in  porfoction  at  Ber- 
muda, with  the  pleasure  of  livmg  amongst  dealers  in  rum, 
and  nothing  tu  pass  time  but  books,  which,  though  sufficient 
in  part,  do  not  make  up  for  the  want  of  curiosities  to  be 
seen  in  other  countries.     We  hve  in  an  island  so  Bmalt  that 
the  smell  of  cedar  is  overpowered  by  that  of  rum  1    Where- 
fore I  am  not  disposed  to  be  governor.     Botany  Buy  would 
be  more  agreeable.     A  governor   there  can  clear  £8000 
a  year  and  hve  like  a  nabob,     'fluree  years  of  that  would 
suit  me,  nod  then  to  come  home  for  the  rest  of  cay  ^ 
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L  driTe  old  Blanco  in  a  buggy :  but  of  all  govermnents 
Itbest  would  be  an  English  house  to  pat  yoa  into.     Hang 

-ninents,  tbat  is  my  answer. 

Pit   pl«ases  me  that  Narrien  has  done  Susan  Frost's 

y  business:  many  limes  has  conscience  stung  me  for 

I  having  dune  it  as  I  ought;  for  what  ought  not  to  be 

e  for  her  who  has  done  everything  for  us  ?     It  was  hard 

llmt  Doue  of  her  'boys'  could  find  time  to  do  this  for  her: 

ihe  alwHVB  found  time  lo  do  things  for  us.     Narrien  is  a 

^^Mtd  fullow,  up  to  London  ways,  and  one  of  those  men  who 

^HltA  extraordinary  ability  with  uncommon  uprightness  of 

^Hpnotar.     Fi(y  it  is  that  so  vftlunbJe  &  miin  should  be  so 

^TOmtily  sitURiod  when  God  made  him  for  a  higher  sphere : 

if  pver  power  is  mine  to  give  him  a.  lift  it  shall  be  done." 

Id  alter  life  he  was  aiding  to  get  Mr.  Narrien  appointed 

pnfeesor  at  Sandlmrst  College,  where  his  great  acquirements 

«d  bonuurnble  character  have  long  been  most  useful  to  the 

pibUc:  but  his  genius  and  capncity  should  have  had  a  wider 

^^BJd of  action:  his  eminent  capacity  for  science  and  litern- 

^^^p  rank  him  with  the  most  understanding  men  of  Europe. 

^Hp^'Jan.   1st. — A   happy  new  year  to  you  most   precious 

SKUher,  and  old  as  you  are  a  great  many  of  them.     Oh  ! 

iiwy  I  have  the  delight  of  being  within  reach  of  you  next 

*  year's  day.      I  would  take  another  shot  through  the 

ft^^Md  to  be  as  near  you  as  I  was  in  Lisbon  last  year.     My 

a  jaw  did  not  give  me  half  the  pain  the  life  we  lead 

h  does ;  aud  so  far  from  you.     And  to  the  displeasure  of 

g  abroad  is  added,  that  we  see  no  new  people,  learn  no 

e  language,  no  customs  differing  from  our  own  :  thut 

Bcli  customs  as  a  huckster's  shop  at  Portsmouth  affords. 

■t  have  the  curses  of  banishment  without  its  freedom,  or 

ik  kutracboD.  or  the  comfort  of  being  '  suffering  patriots.' 

Onr  officore  and  men  sigh  for  Botany  Bay;  there  every 

-i.'ciffii  of  fooil  was  in  perfection,  carriages  and  horses  in 

i:uudaace,    and    excellent   brick    houses:    everything   man 

■  onld  desire  to  make  up  fur  distonoe  from  England.     A 
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curious  people  too,  whose  wars  nnd  customs  ftimrahed  ixA 
for  obserrntjon,  ami  savage  nalians  furnish  nearly  as  miiA 
of  that  as  civilized  nntions  do. 

"  If  ray  letters  are  taken  and  published  in  the  AmCTicnn 
papers,  the  Mndians  can't  accuse  nte  of  being  illibenl: 
all  I  say  of  them  is  that  they  are  highly  charged  wd 
Rl:(arging  punchoons  of  ram,  and  that  tlie  'superior  mm. 
of  which  there  must  of  course  be  some,  are  elegant  needlee 
in  bottles  of  Bermiidion  hay:  the  lasses  are  pretty  enougli- 
Why  do  I  write  iljis  nonsense  ?  Because  I  must  chat  wiiii 
ray  dear  old  mother  and  have  nothing  better  to  say :  more- 
over, when  in  a  nonsensical  veiu  I  never  can  stop  a>i 
to-nigbt  it  is  on  artery.  Two  pacquets  are  due,  and  we 
ftar  they  have  been  taken,  for  the  Yankees  swamu  here,  and 
when  a  frigate  goes  out  to  drive  them  off,  hy  Jovo  thej-  take 
her!  Yankees  fight  well,  and  are  gentlemen  in  their  moik 
of  warfare.  Uecalur  refused  Ciirdon's  sword,  saving,  Sif 
you  have  used  it  so  well  I  should  be  ashamed  to  tJike  it 
from  you.  These  Yankees,  though  so  much  abused  are 
really  tine  fellows.  One,  an  acquaintance  of  mine,  has  ju^t 
got  the  Macedonian ;  he  was  here,  a  prisoner,  and  dined 
with  me;  he  had  taken  one  of  our  ships,  but  wae  himself 
captured  hy  the  Poictiei-s,  seventy-four:  being  now  in  an 
ICnglish  frigate,  if  he  meets  us  we  must  take  him,  or  we  are 
no  longer  sovereign  on  the  ocean. 

"Feb.  ISih,  1813. — The  drunkenness  of  my  regiment  is 
beyond  endurance.  Alter  doing  all  that  was  possible  to  stup 
it,  I  warned  them  that  the  lash  would  be  used,  for  drink  was 
killing  them,  and  disoiphne  was  subverted.  My  boust  had 
been  that  the  youug  one  should  never  see  a  bloody  hack,  and 
the  drummers  here  did  not  know  how  to  go  about  it.  Now 
it  has  fallen  on  them.  Man  !  man !  thou  art  certainly  very 
vile:  very  vile  and  contemptible,  let  me  therefore  sp«ak  of 
inv  cow.  She  gave  milk  during  the  voyage  for  all  ihr 
wotncn  and  children  on  hoard  the  ship.  She  has  a  fine 
JilUo  otlf,  oad  there  are  hungry  fellows  about  me  wh* 
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liU  it,  tint  tm  DO  ncconnt  ^btill  the  little  beastie  be  bnrt: 
tliL-  tnoiJier  bas  her  own  way." — Tliistendeniess,  to  be  justly 
Appreciated,  requires  ihe  Hdditioa  of  the  following  extract 
from  nnothor  letter,  shoiring  what  privations  prompted  to  the 
death  of  the  calf.  "]Jr.  Baily's  treatraent  is  exactly  what 
suits  me :  but  bow  can  it  be  followed  here,  where  we  live  on 
salt  food ;  n  Utile  fresh  pork  indeed  we  do  get  sometimes, 
lint  not  always.  No  part  of  bis  preBcripdon  can  bo  adopted 
except  ppptilnr  hotirs  and  exercise." 

B  strong  coDlraat  to  this  natural  ^ntlenesB  was  his  fiery 
nation    at  wrong-doers.      The    remembrance   of    the 
ties  pcqietraied  in  Ireland  during  the  insarrection  of 
179R,  when  awakened,  always  aroused  this  anger,  especially 
a^niiwt  Lord  Camden,  wlio,  to  the  general  ferocity  of  bis 
gOTCTTiment,  had  added  a  private  cause   of  exftsperation: 
^M  of  those  injurious  passages  of  power,  bitterly  borne  in 
^■0,  and  handed  down  to  posterity  by  the  injured. 
^BBb.  Moore,  in  bis  Life  of  Lord  Edward  Fitz-Gerald.  bas 
STffweniod    Lord    Clare   as    overbearing    Lord    Camden's 
TintTiral  humanity  and  feeling  for  the  insurgents;    but  the 
ftlUjwing  statement,  true  to  the  letter,  strongly  contradicts 
gnew. 

1  Lord  Edward  was  dying  of  his  wounds  in  prison, 

^Louisa  Conolly,  personally  adjured  Lord  Camden  to  lot 

r  that  beloved  nephew  before  he  quilted  the  world. 

s  n  person  of  the  most  exalted  character ;  one  of  those 

t  sometimes  allowed  to  appear  on  earth  as  examples  of 

MttioD  human  nature  may  attain.   From  principle  iind 

Ikl  discipline  she  was  self-possessed,  and  extemaily  calm 

•  bonrs  of  trial ;  but  had  witbin,  a  vehemence  of  feeling 

I,  when  excited  beyond  endurance,  was  of  terrible  force. 

I  this  interview  she  thna  spoke — hut  to  appreciate  the 

I  power  of  the  words,  the  inexpressible  dignity  of 

f  Louisa's  mind,  and  manner,  and  character,  and  tho 

with  whioh  she  was  regarded  should  be  known. 

o  never  bent  to  human  being,  nor  kneeled  to  anything 
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but  my  God,  gTovelled  in  tbo  dust  at  that  man's  feet  to  let 
me  see  my  dyiug  oephew,  and  1  grovelled  in  Tain  I* 

From  Lord  Camden's  slie  drove  to  Lord  (blare's  house. 
Ho  was  at  dinner,  &  cabinet  one,  but  instantly  cajiie  to  the 
street  door,  witboiit  a  but,  and  with  a  napkin  in  bis  hand. 
Lady  Louisa  what  do  you  want  ?  To  see  my  nepbe" 
before  he  dies,  give  me  an  order !  That  cannot  be,  it  has 
been  decided  thai  none  shall  be  given  except  by  Uie  whule 
council.  For  a  moment  he  liesitat^d.  then  sudden]| 
said.  But  I  can  go  with  you,  let  me  enter  your  carriage. 
They  drove  to  Newgate  and  in  person  he  took  her  to  Lord 
Edward's  cell.  In  tlio  carriage  was  lier  niece.  Miss  E, 
Napier,  fifteen  years  of  age,  who  was  left  alone  amidst  a 
ruffian  congregation  around  the  etnte  prison,  and  at  thai 
horrid  period  of  cruelty  and  violence  it  was  a  frighifal 
situation.  Lord  Clare  however  did  not  forget  her:  in  a 
few  minutes  he  ieappean>d  to  say.  Miss  Nupier  ibis  is  no 
place  for  you.  Lady  Louisa's  interview  with  Lord  Edward 
is  hkely  to  last  some  time;  a  constable  shall  protect  yoa 
home  and  I  will  myself  attend  on  your  aunt :  and  so  earnest 
had  he  been  that  he  still  held  the  dinner  napkin  in  hi» 
hand.  Re-eutering  tbe  gaol  he  waited  there  for  more  tlian 
three  hours,  and  when  the  painful  visit  closed,  escorted  Lady 
Louisa  to  her  liome,  still  bareheaded  and  forgetful  of  every- 
thing but  her  grief. 

Charles  Napier's  bitter  remembrance  of  Lord  Camden's 
conduct,  was  now  suddenly  excited  by  the  false  news  ttiai 
ho  was  again  to  bo  Lonl  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  and  by  Uw 
tnio  intoUigenci.^  tliat  he  had  been  created  a  marquis  nbottt 
till'  same  lime  that  Lord  WcUington  was  exalted  to  tfakt 
rank. 

Bo  he  wrote — "  Lord  Camden  is  once  more  to  tymn- 
njjo  over  poor  unfonimate  Ireland,  and  drive  a  brave  and 
loyiil  people  into  n-brllion  to  their  king,  because  they  r«fti» 
to  fon.«ie  thpir  Ood.  and  pn-fer  the  I'opo  to  lh«  Archbishop 
of  Oanierbury.  If  their  knowledge  of  Camden  does  not  twnpt 
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tliem  to  he  traitors  they  will  hear  more  from  their  sovereign 
ilian  the  English  vrould  :  hut  my  helief  is  ihut  they  will  not 
bear  Camden's  stupid  despotism,  aud  it  will  not  heiiefit 
Eofrlaiid  to  add  a  war  in  Ireland  to  those  with  Frnnce  tuid 
Amerion.  As  to  Lord  Welhngton,  a  hero,  a  defender  of 
two  countries,  and  the  greatest  living  ornament  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Emerald  Isle,  being  mttde  nnythJng  wtih 
Camden!  it  is  past  writing  about.  It  is  an  insult  to 
England,  and  Lord  Wellington  is  thus  in  no  way  rewarded 
for  hia  services — it  is  disgusting !  Talking  of  those  ser- 
vicee,  how  despicahle  the  Spaniards  appear  at  Salamanca. 
A  decisive  hitttle  fouf;ht  in  the  very  heart  of  their  country 
fiir  their  liberty  !  Thousands  of  Britiah  fell,  and  only  two 
Spaniards  were  lulled,  and  four  wounded  !  People  make 
uy  action  however  base  may  he  excused:  hut 
uid  a  friendly  Spanish  army  have  fought  such  a  battle 
I  ftn  inland  county  of  England,  and  only  six  Englishmen 
till!  the  Spaniard  is  like  a  little  pig:  he  makes  a  great 
noise  and  runa  away ! " 

Yellow  fever  now  raged  in  the  island,  and  he  heard  of  the 
iltaih,  by  couaumptioD,  of  a  lady,  whose  brother  he  had  just 
nursed  through  the  prevailing  sickness,  with  imminent  per- 
mii  risk. 

"The  shocking  intelligence  of  Mrs. 's  death  has 

Jlirivod  me  of  the  eulisfaction  which  Henry's  arrival  had 
occasioned.  Peace  is  not  for  us  on  earth :  at  least  not  fur 
lin»B  nbo  love  more  than  themselves.  Is  nut  this  enough 
to  Inriiy  one  from  marriage  ?  Who  can  dare  to  he  in 
low?  What  can  make  us  fear  death  ?  I  fear  it,  hut  my 
KiEOn  does  not  tell  me  wliy  ;  and  it  is  strange  that  a  death 
*hich  gives  lime  for  refiection  is  the  one  1  could  meet  with 
loit  resoIutioD,  viz.  an  execution.  But  death  appears  more 
Unific  to  me  when  attacking  others ;  there  are  those  for 
thorn  ray  life  could  he  readily  given,  with  no  regret  save 
for  their  grief  at  losing  me  :  bo  says  my  mind  at  all  times  ; 
bat  nthuther  tny  nerves  would  second  the  impulse  is  another 
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nffair :  yet  more  limn  once,  when  goiDg  off,  as  I  boUevwl, 
the  (bought  of  Uiosc  letl  keliind  was  pn»coc,  nol  Uiat  of 
where  I  was  going, 

"  But  of  all  such  efforts,  that  is  greeteal  which  is  called 
for  in  the  midst  of  mortal  disease.  You  caiinot  imagine 
the  dread  created  here  by  the  lever :  terror  is  visible  witii 
the  moat  determiued  fellows,  terror  even  to  ridicule.  Not 
being  one  who  expected  to  have  the  fever,  my  mind  has  nol 
been  tried  like  those  who  have;  but  even  thusa  wjiu  bad  nu 
fear  were  depressed  in  spirit  beyond  duscriptioa.  Tliis  nas 
not  consttint,  yet  tlte  deuih  of  any  one  brotight  it  down,  and 
with  me  it  was  only  lirown  off  by  extrame  paina  to  attain  « 
conviction  of  iui  beiug  disgraceful  to  let  fear  ^upprefis  reason. 
One  night  we  buried  a  poor  ensign,  and  the  ceremony,  Jrom 
being  at  night,  was  more  depressing.  All  present,  exce|)i 
myself,  went  to  a  party  afterwards  to  cheer  their  spiritu ;  I 
put  out  one  candle,  and  let  the  snufT  of  the  oilier  grow  as 
long  as  my  own  nose,  and  at  midnight  my  lowness  wa«  over- 
come :  iben  quoth  I,  Lo  !  I  am  master,  let  me  sleep.  Il  is 
easy  to  nerve  myself  in  such  cases,  after  Coruiiu;  but  I  feel 
myself  foiling  in  seil'-command  as  (o  anger.  It  i»  good  tu 
be  in  a  passion  intentionally ;  verj-  bad  to  be  so  luitntenuon- 
nlly,  and  that  has  grown  on  me  frum  the  brutal  drunkennees 
of  my  men. 

"  February. — Ail  hope  of  reclaiming  my  men  is  not  ex- 
tinct. Severity  of  punishineui,  and  diagraming  all  when  wm 
sins  has  had  an  effect,  for  Pal  fears  odium  for  gettiiig  his 
comrades  into  trunble,  more  than  pun islt menu  He  do«a 
some  bloody  mischief  in  his  cups,  but  it  is  hurribte  to  flog 
him  when  you  know  he  is  us  sorry  as  possible  Itimseir. 
There  arc  however  always  some  ruffians  who  may  be  floggnl 
wit)i  satisfaction.  One  of  the  9SLh  was  Ial4j]y  wouudrd  by 
L  bayonet,  and  beaten  besides,  which  saved  him 
Before  my  eyes  the  ruffian,  sftor  beating 
bis*  wife,  gave  her  a  kick  which  absoluuly  liftud  bcf  frooi 
the  ground,  and  thou,  before  bo  could  bo  ruochad,  jumual. 


'  with  1 
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twice  upon  her  breosl  tcUIi  tbick  sIioob,  leaping  bigb  up  to 
crush  her!  I  laid  open  liix  head  with  a  bayonet  instead  of 
stabbing  him ;  but  that,  with  another  blow,  served  to  make 
■  show  to  the  court  and  saved  his  buck :  however  he  was 
cut  enough  for  any  act  eliort  of  the  one  he  committed. 
He  'was  so  frigbtened  at  my  striking  htm  dunn  tliat  he 
conquered  his  passion;  bad  be  struck  me  I  would  have 
killed  him  on  the  spot,  and  sven  wished  he  hud  given  me 
uccasiuD. 

"  Uud  you  heard  the  horrible  shrieks  of  the  woman,  till 
lier  breath  was  stamped  out,  and  seen  the  raacal's  violence 
oud  face,  you  would  Itave  thought,  as  I  did,  that  ber  dn^s 
were  numbered.  Mr.  Burke  of  ^e  96th  was  the  villain : 
lie  was  not  drunk,  she  had  merely  contradioted  him.  Thia 
kind  of  man  it  gives  me  pleasure  lo  flog,  aud  no  regiment 
pvithout  several.  There  were  in  the  ."JOth  Grenadiers  iw» 
rderers.  Ouo  of  them  murdered  two  wives :  Ids  name 
1  Campbell,  and  he  dehberately  shot  the  last  at  Lisbon  ; 
be  escaped  banging  is  incoaceivahle :  the  first  he 
lgl«d  in  bed.  This  letter  is  filled  with  Paddy's  tricks, 
I  I  hope  to  get  out  of  him  with  as  little  Bogging  ns 
le.  Poor  follows,  with  aj]  their  sins  ibey  are  fino 
-B,  and  ibvir  blood  should  be  kept  for  better  use  than 
drawn  witli  a  cut- o'-nine- tails.  ]  allow  them  to  bnx, 
■  the  best  issue  for  the  nmi,  and  such  a  parade  of  bloik 
a  never  before  beheld.  Oh  I  Pat  thou  art  a  verj'  odd 
I,  very  odd," 

9  eS'oria  were  succcssliil.     The  sources  of  the  evil  were 

I  and  circumscribed  qiiarl«rs.     !:>alt  meat  aud  a  muno- 

luas  existence,  when  tlie  world  was  everywiiere  else  eon- 

,  were  strong  excitements  to  drink.     Birt  tlie  suitt- 

i^tbeSHtb  must  not  be  taken  as  a  measure  of  its  worth  ; 

mta  rise  nnd  fall  aucording  to  circumstances.     The 

of   fiurioudu   was   disbanded   at  the  peace,   and   iiv 

ibef    fell    to   auoibcr    corps,    which,    under    the    tuition 

I  Uttjor  llvpkius,  and  tlie  after-cummajid  of   Sir  Colin 
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OiinipbeU,  bus  attained  a  chaiacler  second  to  i 
army. 

"  March. — No  more  symptoms  of  the  fever,  and  we  may 
live  long  for  aught  that  yellow  fever  will  do  to  help  as. 
Strange,  strange,  that  we  dread  the  boat  that  tows  ua  into 
the  harbour  of  rest !    But  such  is  discontented  man  :  he  hale^» 
life  he  fears  death !     In  God's  name  what  do  we  wish  for  S^ 
What  and  who  can  satisfy  us  ?     Adieu  my  dearest  best  o  _^B 
mothers,  when  in  better  spirits  I'll  say  more:  would  tha^K 
we  could  remove  anxiety  like  bile,  but  for  the  first  there  i^^ 
only  one  cure.     My  friend  Stewart  is  dead  :  I  wonder  ho»^^^ 
he  likes  it.     I  am  alone,  for  Henry  is  on  board,  which  i        s 
not  amiss,  as  he  makes  me  idle  when  business  is  necessar^^ 
to  keep  me  up;    beside  his  mad  spirits  are  too  mnch  :  nc>^^' 
tliat  my  lowness  is  apparent,  others  are  not  damped  by  m'=^- 
if  hanging  is  my  fate  you  shall  have  a  joke  at  the  gallow^^3> 
and  probably  not  a  decent  one. 

"  April  10th. — Again  dearest  mother  my  pen  goes.  I  ax^^^ 
not  in  better  spirits  but  moro  master  of  them.  Henry  saiL— ' 
soon  for  HalJfaic.  He  is  afraid  of  tlie  cold,  and  it  is  ratboe^'^ 
cool  there  certainly,  for  people's  eyes  freeze,  and  they  drin^^' 
boihug  water  to  avoid  becoming  icicles — at  feast  so  we  hea— ^ 
and  believe.  If  you  hear  of  anybody  coming  here  for  eon  -^ 
sumpdon  tell  them  ibey  are  mad:  consumption's  throne  itf 
here.  The  Bermudiaus  all  die  of  that  hated,  hateful,  cura 
disorder.  Mother,  dearest  mother,  would  to  God  I  % 
of  this  vagabond  hfe  of  a  felon.  Peace !  peace .'  when  s 
we  have  peace  ? 

"  April  20th. — Now  for  your  Christmas  letter.  A  year'^ 
pay  to  have  seen  aunt  dance — the  idea  is  delighlfiil.  God 
bless  her.  Oh !  my  wish  is  to  be  dancing  with  those  I  love, 
or  beating  them,  or  anything  so  as  to  be  living  with  you . 
and  to  pitch  my  sword  where  it  ought  to  he — with  the 
devil!  Henry  says,  if  it  were  so  the  wish  would  < 
have  it  back;  but  my  craving  for  rest  is  such  llial  tweiitj 
years  tvould  hardly  asrve  u  satiaiy  jae,  and  ihu  is  j 
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bably  ten  more  thaA  I  am  likely  to  live — a  soldier  now-a- 
days  is  old  at  forty.  I  could  get  on  with  a  duck,  a  chicken, 
a  turkey,  a  horse,  a  pig,  a  cat,  a  cow  and  a  wife,  in  a  very 
contented  way ;  why  !  gardening  has  become  so  interesting 
to  me  here,  as  to  force  me  to  give  it  up  lest  neglect  of 
business  should  follow :  it  is  a  kind  of  madness  with  me. 
Gardening  from  morning  to  night  should  be  my  occupation 
if  there  was  any  one  to  command  the  regiment,  it  won't  let 
me  think  of  anything  else.  So  hang  the  garden,  and  the 
sweet  red  and  blue  birds  that  swarm  around :  and  hang  dame 
Nature  for  making  me  love  such  things,  and  women's  com- 
pany, more  than  the  sublime  pleasure  of  cutting  people's 
throats,  and  teaching  young  men  to  do  so. 

"Henry  is  wrong.  I  would  not  be  tired  of  home.  My 
fondness  for  a  quiet  life  would  never  let  me  desire  to  roam 
in  search  of  adventures.  A  few  centuries  back  I  should 
bave  been  a  hermit,  making  free  however  with  the  rules  of 
the  order,  by  taking  a  wife  instead  of  a  staff :  one  cross- 
gnuned  thing  is  as  good  as  another.  It  is  certain  that  a 
Qril  life  would  give  me  one  thing  which  a  nuJitary  life 
^uld  not — 'that  is,  I  should  never,  my  own  blessed,  mother, 
g«t  tired  of  the  power  of  living  with  you :  that  would  make 
tip  for  all  the  afiOiction  and  regret  of  not  murdering  my 
"^ghbours ;  of  living  an  exile,  with  the  interesting  anxiety 
^f  believing  those  I  love  suffer  even  to  death,  while  imagina- 
^  amuses  itself  with,  castles  for  months  before  it  can  be 
fatown  what  is  their  fate.  How  shocking  to  give  up  such 
^^hts  for  the  painMness  of  peace  and  quiet,  and  a  beloved 
*^ety.  Be  assured  it  will  not  be  easy  to  persuade  me  of 
^;  and  quit  the  army  with  joy  will  I,  when  the  power  to 
do  so  is  mine :  but  my  luck  will  not  go  so  far.  God  bless 
you  all  not  forgetting  little  Mongey " —  a  tame  mongoose 
l^i^ttght  from  the  East  by  his  brother  Henry — "  that  is  if 
be  has  a  soul  to  be  saved,  but  I  see  him  bristling  his  tail  at 
St  Peter. 

"May. — ^What  a  cursed  life  is  a  soldier's,  no  object,  no 
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end,  witliout  appui  for  head  or  lioort.  uulet«  thai  i 
tiirtil  one  of  militury  fame,  wiiich  to  a  Briiish  soldier  i 
trifling  that  it  is  not  worth  gaining.  A  captwn  wbo  wins 
the  government  of  a  uountry  by  Lis  victories  may  eil  down 
in  peace,  and  have  an  interesting  pursuit  for  lh«  rest  of  his 
life,  but  war,  eternal  war,  is  horrible," 

Vain  arc  the  speculations  of  mon :  ha  who  thus  expressed 
liis  hoiTor  of  war  was  doomed  t«  wai- ;  and  having  wou  1^ 
giivcniment  of  a  ootiutry  by  his  victories,  far  from  i 
peace,  was  pursued  to  his  grave,  and  beyond  it,  with  a 
muhgnily  and  falsehood  iind  virulence  that  an  infamn 
exercise  of  power  could  excite.  Bui  a  change  for  bi> 
thoughts  was  now  at  hand  ;  rumours  of  expeditious  against 
the  Americans  Were  rife,  and  his  senUnicDts  were  Uiui.  pouivJ 
forth  as  uMial  to  his  mother. 

"I  would  prefer  fighting  AuiericaDS  with  the  lO^od,  to 
tighiing  French  with  tho  50th,  for  a  while.  What  ia  troly 
hateful  is,  Gojouroing  in  Bermuda.  I  would  rather  flgLl 
ut'iUicr,  but  stay  quiet  in  Knglaud  till  in  better  bodtly 
strength  for  a  hard  campaign  :  chance  must  decide,  but 
fur  interest  Atuorica  is  tlie  gamu  ;  and  if  made  prisoner 
there  it  will  not  be  eternal  aaptivity  as  in  Fmncc.  lliis  is 
un  iuexpreasiblu  odvaut^a  to  me,  who  shudder  at  the  idea 
of  being  takuu  again  by  the  French.  I  have  doubts  ott  to 
acuepting  quaiter,  so  great  is  my  horror.  However,  always 
on  going  into  action  my  song  is,  ihat  I  shall  be  as  well  off 
as  a  cauaiy  bird,  so  it,  is  a  folly  to  fret.  To  be  afloat  wilii 
H  thousand  light  iu6iniry  and  two  pieces  of  ountn^u,  to  be 
allowed  to  laud  where  it  pleased  me.  and  b«  off  agnin,  u 
my  wish.  A  force  of  that  kiud  might  pay  it^f  aod  save 
government  Uie  exponoo:  not  by  plunder,  which  is  botrid. 
and  leads  to  every  dreadful  crime,  but  by  coittribuiioDS, 
levied  by  the  magistiates,  I  would  not  take  a  maus  purw 
myself,  hm  would  have  no  ohjeciicn  to  make  bis  OK* 
magistrate  levy  a  tax  and  remit  il  to  government. 

■'  This  predatory  warfare  might  eoaily  be  prucuse^l 
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slinold  be  cnrried  on  by  iiouest  men,  who  vould  aocouut 
hoBounibly  to  government  and  never  mako  u  shilling  for 
tiiftaselvEs  ;  and  wlio  would  rigidJy  preserve  discipiine, 
oUierwise  ilidr  men  wuuld  [iluudei-  and  cominil  every  enor- 
miiy.  I  would  not  ttike  such  a  command  without  unre- 
suict^d  power  to  execute  on  tlie  spot  uny  mnruiidOT.  On 
expeditions  of  tliis  kind  there  sfaould  be  but  one  tnnrauder, 
tlie  king.  He  biLs  a  rijrht  to  make  the  enemy  defray  Uie 
rapcDces  of  the  nar,  mid  it  would  be  delightiul  to  (lave  thf^ 
AmericMis  paying  taxeu  fur  ua.  I  am  mit  a  haCer  uf 
Yunkees  tliough,  Uiey  are  fine  fellows,  liars  it  is  said,  but 
»o  are  we.  Yon  English  wise  ones  hold  Yankee  cheapL'r 
llian  be  merits,  yon  tuko  him  fctr  a  dullnr  wb«n  in  tnitb  iie 
is  a  doubloon.  My  desire  is  lo  bnye  command  of  the  ma- 
rines that  are  coming,  and  of  the  10:^nd,  and  to  land,  to 
eack  towns,  and  commit  alt  possible  enormities  on  the  coast: 
lin*  delightful  to  deserve  hell  by  eommnnd  !  By  Jove !  I 
«m  most  amiably  disposed  lo  niwaiid  and  make  money  of 
dke  Yonkees.  But  dearest,  blettsed  mother,  to  return  to  you 
is  ihe  first  wish  of  my  heart :  when  this  Amerioan  war  ia 
<ncT  I  must  go  home  or  niad. 

"ifay. — Have  the  English  yet  settled  whether  Buona- 

pa\e  is  to  be  boiled  or  roasted  ?     Everybody  says  be  is 

dime  for  at  last.     A  knowing  wi»e  grin,  ami,  Well  now, 

il  is  preUy  clear  he  bos  fidlen  from  bis  high  estate — We 

"w  see  lin  was  not  snch  a  great  general — Vaulting  ani- 

inioa  ibiit  o'erieaps  itself.     Such  i^uotations   ore  as  com- 

tH'm  as  fools,  a  very  plentiful  article.     As  to  tlie  Yankees : 

il  TOU  wish  to  know  American  politics,  read  CobbetL     All 

Atuoricans  acknowledge  bim  to  be  master  of  the  subject ;  and 

liie  Bemiudiiuis,  who  are  judges  also,  being  so  nearly  con- 

n<i:ted,  say  he  is  coiTeci  in  his  estimate  of  American  re- 

I       Miun.'es:  his  lalcnl  is  great  and  his  remarks  are  sound. 

^^F'TlKire  is  now  no  hope  of  my  quitting  this  island  befora 

^^Booung  blnek :    however  my  colour  is  airtudy  tliol  of  ii 

^^^pb^l^VSod  tea-urn.     To  be  an  exile,  deprived  of  the  outv 
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comfort  of  an  exile,  the  seeing  new  countries  and  maimer^^^a 
is  dreadful :  here  we  look  noitb,  and  all  is  sea ;  south,  an^a^ 
all  ia  sea;  on  our  rigbt  ssa ;  on  our  loft  sea  I  it  is  a  ship  o-i^ 
the  ocean  without  llie  feeling  that  tlie  voyage  muat  und.  ^  ■ 
to  writing  to  you  at  landing-plnces  if  I  go  hack,  why  ik — u 
letter  will  go  so  fast.  I  '11  fly  !  but  when  shall  I  go  back  I' 
these  coiouiea,  hke  Wilha'  madhouse,  are  easily  got  into  bac — ii 
htird  to  get  out  of. 

"  May. — Sir  Sydney  Beckwilh  hoa  just  come  with  a  fon; — 'is, 
to  whop  the  Yankees.  I  go  second  in  command,  and  am  ^^u 
most  excellent  tranquil  spirits,  having  much  tn  do." 

Such  W118  his  Bermuda  life,  but  never  was  he  vithont        ' 
dangerous  adventure,     liis  brother  Henrj'  frequently  ■riaiti^^^ 
the  island,  and  on  one  occasion  wiien  Cliarles  went  on  boa-^^^ 
bis  frigate  a  hurricane  suddenly  raged ;  vessels  were  torn  cm^ 
the  water  and  diished  about  like  feathers,  some  were  ev^^^ 
cast  over  the  hiirbour  banks  far  inland,  and  many  wp.^^*^ 
down.     The  captnin  wus  ashore,  and  Charles  Napier  alwa^^?' 
spoke  with  admiration  of  tlie  skill  and  daring  energy  wi«C-^ 
■wliich  Henry  saved  the  frigate,  fondly  anticipaling  reputatio^^" 
for  him  if  opportunity  occurred:  but  Henry  also  was  de^^" 
tined  to  feel  the  leaden  hand  of  factious  power,  and  fortuiv-  * 
was  not  kind.     Ill-luck,   ill-usage,   and   finally  ill-healtls* 
drove  bim  from  active  life,  and  it  will  be  no  impertinoot 
digression  here  to  give  a  sketch  of  his  career ;    for  thougli 
much  separated  during  life,  there  was  a  bond  of  affectioa 
which  never  was  broken  between  him  and  Charles,  and  Dearly 
together  they  died ! 

Henry  Napier's  first  service  was  in  the  Spencer,  74,  undet 
the  lale  Admiral  Siopford.  He  was  then  remarkable  for  his 
size  and  good  looks,  being  fair  even  to  womanish  delicacy, 
with  large  blue  eyes,  short  crisp  liair,  and  round  alldetio 
limbs.  His  youthful  comehness  could  not  bo  judged  of  in 
after  life,  when  he  was  by  long  exposure  to  the  extremes  of 
beat  and  oold,  and  hy  the  blights  of  mental  and  bothlj 
BufTering — incurable  grief  jmd  incurable  di^^ase,  withered 
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in  limb  and  form,  presenting  bat  a  gaunt  spectral  resem- 
blance of  what  nature  bad  originally  made  him. 

In  1806  he  sailed  from  Deal  to  the  Cape,  and  months 
afterwards  the  handsome  midshipman  of  the  Spencer  was  a 
subject  of  conversation  at  the  former  place.   From  the  Cape 
his  ship  convoyed  Whitelock's  ill-fated  expedition  to  the 
liver  Plate,  and  on  the  voyage  Henry  Napier  saved  a  sea- 
man s  life  by  a  surprising  effort.    Both  were  floating  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  ship  when  the  sailor  suddenly  sunk. 
Henry  brought  him  up  from  a  great  depth,  and  finding  him 
clutching   wildly  with  insensate  desperation,    drew   back, 
placed  his  feet  against  the  poor  struggling  creature's  shoul- 
ders and   pushed  him  violently  forward;    then  following 
vwiftly,  with  a  strong  hand  replaced  him  in   an    upright 
posture,  and  again  dashed  him  forward  as  before :  in  this 
iDanner,  never  suffering  him  to  sink,  nor  yet  to  fasten  a 
deadly  grasp,  he  drove  him,  exhausted,  to  the  ship's  side  and 
both  were  saved,  but  it  was  a  sore  struggle. 

In  1807  he  was  several  times  engaged  in  boats  against 
tbe  Danish  sea  batteries  at  the  siege  of  Copenhagen,  and 
Ased  to  relate  an  amusing  anecdote  of  an  Irish  sailor  under 
Us  orders.  Being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  a  powerful  battery, 
^e  shot  flew  very  thickly  just  above  the  boats  crew,  and 
the  man  in  question,  a  giant  of  known  bravery,  ducking  his 
kead  kept  it  down.  For  shame,  hold  up  your  head  was 
Sundered  forth  from  the  stern!  I  will  sir  when  there  is 
''^>om  for  it  was  the  laughing  response. 

Jdtesr  the  siege  the  Spencer  made  a  winter's  cruise  in  the 

^orth  Sea,  off  the  coast  of  Norway,  and  assisted  in  a  suc- 

^^oafiil  attack  on  the  Castle  of  Fleckrooe ;  from  thence  it 

joined  the  blockade  of  Brest,  but  Henry  Napier  was  soon 

^'^Uisferred  to  the  Clorinde  frigate  and  sailed  for  the  eastern 

*^aa,  where  he  nearly  lost  his  life  from  a  liver  attack.    He 

^oirever  continued  to  serve  there  until  promoted  to  the 

Dumed  60,  in  nvhich  he  came  home,  and  after  passing 

^buoQgh  several  other  ships,  sailed  in  1813  for  the  western 
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seas,  first  lieatenuit  of  iht  frijTBte  which,  by  fine  aeamiuiBltrp, 
lie  now  suTed  from  iliis  tiurricane  at  iLe  B«ntiud)ts. 

During  liis  Bervice  in  the  wistern  vaure  Ite  tras  nrade 
camtnaDdtT,  and  happened  to  be  at  HaUfax  vhen  a  fire 
broke  oui,  ncliiclj  he  assisted  to  ijueU  with  an  energy  pub- 
hdy  noticed  at  the  lime,  Oue  honse  Wfis  destroyed  to  slop 
the  spreading  condugration,  but  a  long  narrow  beam  re- 
niained,  connecting  ibe  burning  quarter  with  tlie  untoeohed 
bnOdiugs,  and  it  was  fltuiiing  ai  a  height  of  fifty  or  wxty 
feet :  then  from  the  roof  of  tlie  mennoed  edifice  Beniy 
Napier  was  seen  to  step,  axe  in  hnnd,  upon  the  lofty  blazing 
beam,  and  with  n  few  powerful  strokes  at  that  diszy  eleva- 
tion cutting  through  the  burning  beaui  at  his  feet  dnabad 
the  fioniing  mass  dovra,  cheered  by  the  gazing  crowd  I 
ocitdinly  it  was  a  very  daring  act. 

Aa  a  conimauder  ho  was  charged  to  protect  the  ) 
the  northern  Americun  const,  uud  for  two  successive  wiilMM 
cniised  off  Boston,  watching  to  try  hia  strength  with  some 
American  ship,  and  being  well  prepared  for  an  encounter,  for 
be  was  an  able  seamnn.  a  strict  discipliunrian,  mid  had  with 
peculiar  care  trained  his  crew  to  gunnery,  a  brtindi  of  ser- 
vice at  that  time  van  ranch  neglei;tied.  Intent  to  provoke  a 
collision,  he  was  bo  vigiluul  that  the  Vioe-Picsidtnt  of  the 
United  States,  having  ventured  a  little  beyond  hnrbonr  o 
pleasure  excursion  with  some  ladies,  haidly  escaped  oapl 
by  running  his  boat  into  ahaliow  water. 

The  second  winter  Henry  Nnpier's  brig,  tbe  . 
grounded  during  a  fog  in  tbe  Bay  of  Fundy,  wiiere  1 
rises  and  falls  suddenly,  eighty  feet ;  she  seeined  lost,  "but 
with  incesannt  esertions  was  again  floaled,  and  by  the  court- 
martini  which  followed  Xapicr  was  ucquitted :  his  aig 
being  returned  by  the  president  with  a  compUuieitt. 
was  hia  sei-vite  in  iKe  western  waters  without  other  hoi 
able  testimonies.  More  tiian  once  he  was  thanked  I 
nhitnts  aud  ciiptaina  for  bis  careful  convoys,  and  hie  [ 
urbane,  tl.otigh  rigid,  command  on  such  uccastons; 
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for  liis  sorerely  disiDteresteil  rejection  of  all  irn;p;ular  profits, 
wtiicb  the  times  [ind  customs  fiiraislied  opportunitieB  to  ob- 
tain wiibout  iDcarririg  bleme.    For  this  a  valoaWo  testimoniid 
of  phae  was  ofiered  ui  him,  bat  sternly  and  evoii  disdniniully 
lie  refused  reward  for  having  only  adhered  to  duty. 
In  peace  he  was  denied  service  by  Lord  Melville,  and  a 
^mocific  promise  of  promotion,  twice   mnde,  was  broken ; 
^fwiufbre,  impatient  like  all  his  family,  of  injustice,  be  re- 
^^■tuhttd  Uiat  noblertian  in  a  nny  to  have  debarred  all  fatnre 
^Hnployment,  or  advancement,  under  the  existing  administra- 
don;  bat  when  Sir  James  Graham  became  first  lord,  be  iid- 
miUnl  ihe  vabdity  of  the  promise  and  the  rank  of  post  c»p- 
Bvns  given.     Napier  was  however  finally  laid  aside  with 
■y  other  excellent  sea  officers,  who  having  served  through 
I  great  French  war,  and  being  etill  able  and  wilhng  to  oA- 
I  Uieir  country's  greatness,  were  condenmed  to  pine  in 
1  jnactivity — their  former  ships,  become  the  prey  of 
lEtioal  and  liimily  interests,  sailing  under  youths  anbom, 
1  school,  when  the  ousted  men  were  heroically  braving 
Rle  and  tempest.    Being  thus  unjustly  rejected  from  active 
trice,  he  for  some  time  turned  his  mind  to  improvements 
inaery,  of  the  line'i  of  ships,  and  of  the  tftsteningg  im<l 
luoery  fiir  stowing  boats  and  lowering  them  in  momenis 
;  but  being  unable  to  get  these  tilings  noticed  hn 
L  from  farther  pursuits  of  thot  nature,  as  a  useless 
DC  and  inlent. 
S  he  married  a  lady  whose  extraordinary  beauty  al- 
lUie  admiration  ol'  ever)'  circle  she  entered,  at  home  or 
load,  and  they  had  many  children,  but  three  only  eunivod, 
Q  sons  and  a  daughter :  these  denihs  induced  hira  to  reside 
"far  Florence  for  the  sake  of  climate,  and  he  rcmnined  thera 
until  his  «ir«  died  suddenly  of  oholera,     Attacked  in  ihs 
light,  she  su]>pi«ssed  her  fears  and  agony,  lest  he.  who  whs 
IjinR  ill  in  the  next  rojm,  should  be  disturbed,  and  when  her 
'Inie  became  known  succour  was  useless  I     From  that  blow 
^  nncr  ivcovered.     His  after  life  was  one  long  suffeiing  of 


^08  LIFE  OF  CHARLES  JAMXB  VAStMM.  iMt. 


I 


jnind  and  body,  painful  to  behold,  terrible  to  sastain.  Yet 
his  strong  spirit  did  not  shrink  from  the  dudes  or  occopa- 
tions  of  society ;  his  friendships  were  maintained  firmly;  his 
benevolence  to  the  poor  was  active  and  flowing,  and  he  was 
always  prompt  with  energetic  kindness  to  devote  himself  pe^ 
sonally,  entirely  and  indefatigably,  without  stint  or  stay,  to, 
the  aid  of  suffering  friends  or  relations — and  to  strangen 
also,  when  accident  threw  them  on  his  care.  Grief  and  pain 
veere  indeed  the  constant  companions  of  his  solitude,  bat 
always  cast  aside  to  serve  others. 

.    While  in  Italy,  at  the  suggestion  of  his  young  wife,  irho 
was  ambitious  of  honest  fame  for  him,  he  commenced  a  His- 
tory of  Florence,  and  after  her  death  with  devoted  tend0^ 
ness  wrought  at  it  as  a  sacred  duty.    It  was  finally  published 
with  a  pecuniary  risk  which  his  moderate  fortune  could  sot 
have  sustained,  if  his  brother  Charles,  with  that  uuhesitatmg 
generosity  which  marked  his  whole  career,  had  not  volmi* 
tarily  come  to  liis  aid.     Portions  of  Florentine  history  had 
been  written  before  by  celebrated  men.     Captain  Napier'09 
founded  on  laborious  and  accurate  researches,  and  drawC- 
from  rare  and  curious  materials,  obtained  partly  by  acci^ 
dental  purchases,  partly  by  industrious  investigation  of  th^ 
archives,  antiquities,  and  public  libraries  of  Italy,  is  tb^ 
only  complete  story  of  the  wonderful  existence  of  that  won-  ^ 
derful  state,  its  rise,  progress,  and  decay ;  its  institution^^ 
customs,  manners ;  its  wars,  dissensions,  vicissitudes,  rich^^s 
greatness  and  crimes. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four,  six  weeks  after  hi>^ 
brother  Charles  was  laid  in  the  tomb,  and  no  want  of  noW^ 
sentiment  rendered  him  unworthy  to  be  placed  alongsiS^^ 
those  honoured  remains ;  for  he  had  struggled  manfully  af^^ 
without  shrinking,  through  liis  whole  existence,  against  ^ 
lowering  fortune ;  preserving  a  warm  heart,  benevolent  fo^*' 
ings,  and  feelings  of  honour  clear  and  sensitive  in  the  e^^'^ 
treme,  and  without  abatement  in  thought  or  action,  firC^ 
the  time  he  could  first  think  until  thought  departed  for  e 
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That  two  spiritual  fountiuns  conetttntly  plnyed  within 
Chiirles  Nupier'a  breast  ia  evident ;  the  one  sparkling  lo  the 
light  of  glory,  the  other  flowing  full  towards  the  tranquillity 
of  ptivBte  life.  He  could  not  repress  his  inward  sense  of 
genius  and  natural  right  to  command ;  nor  could  he  atiflo  the 
yciuuiags  of  gentle  affection :  and  the  last  woold  certainly 
luve  prevtiiled,  though  his  OTiIy  worldly  resource  was  bis  pro- 
[«aon,  if  his  country  had  not  been  plunged  in  such  a  ter- 
rible war.  Bnty  impelled  him,  and  that  duly  must  be  done 
■Mas  much  his  motto  as  the  Duke  of  Wellington's;  but  it 
tin  not  peculiar  to  either :  how  many  times  did  that  phrase 
burst  from  the  lips  of  poor  soldiers  in  the  Peninsula  when 
tilled  to  fnce  danger,  endure  fatigue,  and  suffer  privations 
fiom which  nature  shrunk!  Duty  must  be  done  was  their 
*arcry,  and  the  noblest  ever  raised  in  war.  However  fate 
one  on,  and  Napier's  desire  to  have  a  brigade  of  marines 

Ibia  own  regiment  was  now  gratified.     To  tliem  were 
A  a  corps  of  Frenchmen,  enlisted  from  the  war  prisons, 
his  command  was  not  an  independent  one,  and  previous 
elating  the  operations  which  followed,  an  impartial  wit- 
■ball  tell  how  vigorously  he  exeouted  in  Bermuda  the 
IB  of  which  his  spirit  was  so  weary. 
Notes  by  Captain  Robertson,  Boyal  Artillery. 
When  the  102nd  landed  in  Bermuda,  even  casual  ob- 
II     MTTcrs  pereeived  it  was  commanded  by  no  common  man ; 
while  those  of  his  acquaintances  who  enjoyed  the  edification 
4f  his  oonrersation  on  professional  subjects,  and  he  delighted 
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to  tlnell  OD  Uiem,  could  not  but  enU^rtain  something  like 
proplietic  views  of  future  greiituess.  There  was  such  ettmesV 
ness  of  cliaracter,  such  a  high  esuniute  of  liis  profession, 
such  eDthiisiosUc  stem  derution,  tliat  he  could  not  fail  tu 
influence  all  who  had  b  Bpark  of  chiviJry  iu  their  aaLxuu 
lie  made  soldiers  of  all  under  him,  and  bad  the  rare  quality 
of  rendering  the  most  familiar  intercourse  compatible  with 
absolute  authority.  His  men  he  was  wont  to  address  indi- 
viduitlly  as  comrades,  and  tliis  was  no  lip  expression :  it 
meaut  the  fraternity  that  shouJd  exist  among  broiber  soldios, 
he  their  grade  what  it  may ;  but  like  him  who  was  lord  ova 
Egypt,  he  held  the  true  sceptre  of  command :  mental  supe- 
rioriiy, 

"  The  hills  and  cedar  groves  uf  Bermuda  were  his  places 
of  instruction,  where  men  and  otScers  were  made  to  study 
ground  and  movemeute:  and  with  infinite  care,  and  n  pi«u- 
liai  happy  manner  he  taught.  Instead  of  condemnio^  mis- 
takes, he  would  put  questious  as  if  seeking  tor  infurmaUon, 
yet  so  framed  ns  to  bring  conviction  of  error  wheire  sock 
existed,  and  to  suggest  improvement.  Jt  might  be  imagined 
that,  in  the  Bermuda  climate,  rx))osiDg  men  Ibr  lioofs  u 
extreme  heat  would  prejudice  their  healtli :  he  held  a  difli*- 
tinl  doctrine  and  put  it  to  the  lest.  The  staA'  surgeon  ad- 
mitted ita  soundness,  and  the  regiment  had  not  only  fewest 
ruen  in  hospital,  but  those  who  did  duty  were  stronger  and 
htnUtluer  than  those  of  other  regiments  which  followed  the 
opposite  plan  of  avoiding  exorcise.  Ills  was  no  adjutant'e 
regiment ;  he  was  himself  drill  master,  and  master  also  of 
every  detiiil:  with  exception  of  beating  a  drum,  thi^e  was 
no  part  of  a  soldier's  duty  Irom  the  sentinel  to  the  sergeant 
mtyor's.  which  he  could  not  teach,  and  do  as  smrtrtly  an  the 
smurtesl  non -com missioned  officer.  Nor  was  his  knowledge 
restricted  to  his  own  arm  :  he  was  conversant  witli  raigineer'a 
ies,  and  with  Uioae  of  artillery,  whose  prAcdce  I 

ttf  •Uuuded. " 

1  twiimotiy  goes  furilicr  liiau  the   amltor 


conversant  wiui  raiguteera. 
,  whose  prAcdce  hd  SHflUJ 

i)  an  the   amltor  knd^^H 
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Nttj^er's  process  of  discijiline  was  a  reproduciitm  of  tlie 
Shora-Clifi'  Byslem.  Moore's  genius  thus  viviticd  Llie 
Bridsb  array :  wherever  liis  officers  goineil  commiuid  they 
kindled  fires  with  Promeiheaa  sparks. 

While  thus  so  eamestl;  attentive  to  bis  own  duties, 
Charles  Napier  could  not  but  watch  the  demeanour  of 
tiia  officers,  and  with  a  light  baud  thus  sketched  some  of 
Uicir  cfaaracurre.  A  ■  -  is  a  fine  young  iellow  and  will 
main  k  good  soldier :  a  Utile  of  u  Hpoiied  child  now,  and 
ioD'l  like  drill  so  well  as  the  Opera;  but  you  may  t«ll 
Dnuna  that  he  is  going  on  very  well,  aud  suwds  a  fair  chance 
of  loediig  ihii  geotuel  slouch  he  has  at  present.  He  is  a  very 
&ae  lad  indeed,  and  no  one  is  more  convinced  of  that  than 
ttimself:   but  I  like  him  because  he  don't  sulk   at   drUl, 

iboagh  clearly  to  him  a  bore.     H grows  tall,  broad, 

fill,  ruddy,  attentive,  and  steady :  he  is  one  of  tlie  hesl 
ffiibdtenia  iu  the  regiment,  makes  a  point  of  being  seldom 
ID  the  wrong,  and  of  never  admitting  it  if  he  is.  1  make 
counterpoints,  of  proving  to  him  ihut  he  Is  in  Uie  wrong ; 
irhicfa  proob,  though  in  black  and  white  before  his  eyes,  he 
always  rejecla:  but  then  he  notes  down  for  himself  chat  he 
VBs  in  tlte  wrung  and  does  right  another  lime  which  is  just 
nhat  I  want.     Of  a  third  who  wanted  promotion  he  says 

K is  one  ol'  the  best  officers  in  the  regiment ;    he  is 

Dt«rly  six  feet  high,  is  in  love,  and  in  debt:  what  greater 

I'laims  can  an  enaign  have  ?     Of  a  fourth  L is  always 

xrong.  bat  means  u>  be  always  right,  aod  he  will  be  ao  at 

I. LSI. 

"June  ist. — Beckwitli  has  divided  his  force  into  two 
I  rigwlea,  tlie  largest  under  mo  ;  tlie  other  under  Lieuteimnt- 
<  ulonel  Wilhanis  of  the  Marines.  My  fear  is  ihat  my 
ietiu  may  ho  too  eager ;  oil  young  soldiers  are  dangerous 
in  that  way  ;  but  ours  will  be  less  so  tlian  the  Americans,  for 
ihej  are  young  also  nnd  without  even  theory.  My  regiment 
will  prububly  do  right,  but  I  must  be  much  with  the  Mnnues 
i!  «s  engage,  and  shall  have   uU   the  anxiety  of   u   lady 
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sending  her  daughter  to  court  the  first  time.  Very  auxiuus 
also  I  am  to  ascertain  my  own  force  in  command  of  an 
awkward  brigado ;  for  the  Marines,  being  even-  on  board  ship, 
are  necessarily  undrilkid,  and  the  foreigners  under  me  are 
duberoug.  Fight  thesa  last  shall,  all  men  will  fight  when 
they  begin,  but  delay  enables  rogues  to  evaporate.  My  self- 
coufidencc  makes  me  wisli  for  the  chief  command;  yet  am  I 
fearful  of  estimating  my  powers  too  high,  and  much  I  dis- 
like sacking  and  burning  of  towns,  it  is  bod  employment 
for  British  troops.  Tbia  authorized,  perhaps  needful  plun- 
dering, though  to  think  so  is  difficult,  is  very  disgusting,  and 
1  will  with  my  own  hand  kill  any  perpetrator  of  brutality 
under  my  command.  Nevertiieless  a  pair  of  breeches  must 
be  plundered,  for  mine  are  worn  out,  and  belter  it  will  be  to 
take  a  pair  than  shock  the  Yankee  dames  by  presenting  my- 
self as  a  sans  culotte." 

Of  this  expedition,  the  following  account  ia  shgbtly  epito- 
mized from  a  Memoir  by  Captain  Robertson,  who  was  on  Sii 
Sydney  Beckwith's  staff. 

"  Memoir. — It  was  current  that  Beckwith  had  advised  an 
attack  on  New  London,  where  an  American  frigate  and 
the  captured  Guorriire  and  Macedonian  were  blockaded  by 
our  squadron:  honour  and  policy  demanded  this,  and  the 
execution  was  said  to  bo  easy.  On  cbe  oilier  hand  New 
Orleans  was  mentioned,  and  at  that  lime  an  eflbutual  blow 
could  have  been  struck  there.  Soon  however  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  was  adopted  for  action,  and  after  five  days  of  sailing, 
our  anchors  were  cast  in  Lraebaven  Bay,  with  u  view  to 
attack  Norfolk  and  reach  the  adjacent  dockyard  ot  Ports- 
mouth, but  after  some  days  of  inactivity  the  tieat  beat 
up  to  Hampton  Roads  in  u  terrific  thunder-storm.  Here 
was  Ehzabeth  River,  which,  one  mile  from  its  mouth,  was 
barred  by  Craney  Island,  while  a  shoal  eonfiued  the  navi- 
gable channel  to  the  right  hank,  with  only  a  depth  of 
water  ibr  small  frigates.  Fourteen  gun-boats  were  stretched 
across,  and  behind  them  weie  two  forts,  one  on  each  book. 
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Opposite  the  town  of  Norfolk  the  Constellntion  frigate,  28 
guns,  waB  iinohored  with  springs  on  her  cubles,  her  broad- 
side bearing  down  the  channel.  In  these  roitds  the  fleet  re- 
mained three  days  inactive;  hut  on  the  Si2nd  of  June  tiie 
troops  and  naval  brigade  were  landed  by  boats  on  tlie  left 
bank  of  the  river  under  a  distant  caunonude  from  a  Hi- 
^^#Bnder  to  attack  Craney  Island. 

^^^*'  Fifty  armed  boats,  after  landing  tlie  troops,  pushed  on 

^Hwer  tlie  command  of  Captain  Hanshai'd,  and  they  shonlc^d 

^^hmr  water  rapidly  ;  but  one  gig  wns  ahead  of  all,  and  on  its 

hov  fltood  Captain  Eomilly  of  the  Engineers,  sounding  with 

u  boat-hook  amidst  showers  of  grape  until  his  boat  grounded 

^ulbree  hundred  yards  from  the  island.     Hanshard,  following  in 

^^Uumch  and  holding  an  umbrella  over  his  head,  as  a  mode 

^Hb  ahewing  oonlenipt,  was  shot  in  tlie  thigh,  just  as  Gomilly's 

^^■■1  gronnded,  and  then  suddctdy  all  the  boats  pulled  buck : 

^^w  it  was  said,  happened  becmise  the  grounding  of  tho  gig 

^^^BicBted  difficulties  aliead,  and  the  passing  of  the  wounded 

^^^■Bmander  to  the  rear  was  mistaken  for  a  signal.     It  was  a 

^^Btnuate  error,  if  an  error ;  good  judgment  if  no  error ;  for 

^Hw  enterprise  was  badly  arranged  and  must  have  i'niled.  One 

I^^Wit  wild   thirty    of   the  foreigners  stranded   with    a   shot 

llimugh  her,  and  the  Americans,  wading  to  it,  deliberately 

fflsssaered  the  poor  men! 

"During  this  lin)e  Beckwith's  force,  which  bad  lost  by 
^Menion  an  advanced  party  of  twenty-five  foreigners,  moved 
iJiniuch  the  woods  to  the  shore  opposite  the  island ;  but  tlie 
*MW  was  too  deep  to  ford,  and  the  distance  beyond  mua- 
I'Jetry.  A  man  in  coloured  clothes,  caUing  himself  a  de- 
•Wer.  offered  to  guide  the  troops  to  a  wooden  hriilge,  and 
i  fiiUowed  him  a  little  way,  but  Beckwith.  doubtful  of 
b  faith,  soon  returned ;  sending  however  u  party  under 
iwde-de-camp.  Captain  Robertson,  lo  tlirow  rockets  into 
■QBy  Island  and  draw  attention  from  the  bouts.  Lieut- 
hl-CiiIonel  Napier  went  with  his  party,  but  nothing  could 
ftcDemod,  and  Beckwith  soon  recalled  the  party,  which  was 
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under  a  sliarp  fire  of  grape  snd  round  shot.     The  oflU^I 
employed.  Htopping  for  short  of  danger,  voriferated  Ton 
ore  to  retire,  you  are  to  retreat !    Napier  shouted  Id  scornful 
reply,  Come  up  and  tell  ns  so. 

"After  three  or  four  days,  CflptninsRomillyand  Robertson 
^ere  sent  in  a  launch  to  take  open  cognizanceof  the  Hampton 
defences  :  they  gronnded  on  a  shoal,  but  brought  a  man  off 
from  shore,  and  in  a  smaller  boat  entered  the  harbour,  thas 
provoking  a  fire,  which  discovered  the  American  position  and 
preparations.  At  dawn  next  morning  the  troops  were  a 
landed,  and  proceeded  through  the  woods  to  get  v 
the  Americans,  Napier  leading  the  advance,  and  the  a 
launches  of  the  fleet  entering  the  harbour  to  divert  atteot 
Napier's  column  waa  met  by  the  Yankees,  who  however  fled 
after  the  first  discharge,  and  were  pursued  by  tbe  flunk  com- 
panies and  tbe  Frenchmen.  These  Inat  to  revenge  I 
massacre  of  Iheir  comrades  in  the  stranded  boat  gave 
qnarter ;  they  even  deliberately  shot  an  officer  after  takin 
his  epimJettes.  Bullets  from  a  bidden  field-piece  now  4 
tinned  to  drop  into  the  main  column,  but  Captain  Robt 
being  detached  with  five  rocket  men,  after  an  exohong^ 
fire,  seized  the  gnn  by  a  rush.  Two  pieces  and  sixt^^ 
wounded  men  were  captured  and  Hampton  fell,  but  was. 
after  three  days'  possession,  evacuated  in  the  night.  Cmei 
outrages  had  been  committed,  and  whilst  the  town  was  d 
occupied  the  American  general  Taylor  sent  a  flag  of  t 
from  Norfolk,  with  a  letter  strongly  reproaching  ColtJI 
Beckwith  for  the  conduct  of  tbe  foreignere.  Beckwilh  ex- 
pressed his  deep  regret,  and  notified  Sir  John  Warren 'a  pre- 
determination to  send  away  tbe  foreign  troops,  as  men  too 
lawless  to  bo  trusted ;  but  he  told  General  Taylor  lliey  bad 
been  excited  by  the  murder  of  their  comrades  in  the  stranded 
boat.  To  refute  this,  General  Taylor  sent  Uio  minutes  of  a 
court  of  enquiry,  wherein  every  witness  had  sworn  thai  no- 
thing of  the  kind  happened,  but  Beckwith  sternly  replied' — 
1  WW  it  -m^  my  mm  gye» ! ' 
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"■  "  Sir  GeoiT?e  Cockbiirn  was  now  detaclied  with  a  squadrcpn. 
hRving  Colonel  Napier  wiih  troops  on  board,  to  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina,  to  seize  some  American  vessels  with  specie: 
contrmrr  winds  hnwever  prevailed  off  Cape  HatUrna.  and 
tlion^h  the  ships  were  taken  the  specie  was  rot  found. 
"Kent  Island,  Sep ara tad  irom  the  mainland  shore  by  a 
row  sCnJt,  next  beciune  an  objeet,  Napier  landing  tliei-e. 
I  own  regiment  and  the  mnrine  artillery,  pnshed 
BOSS  the  island  and  seized  the  ferry.  Bcckwith  followed 
■ith  tlie  main  body,  and  the  whole  were  hutted  in  the  woods. 
Tfiis  was  an  aimless  enterprise,  bnt  a  project  was  devised  for 
the  surprise  of  some  militia  encamped  at  Qneen's  Town, 

In  miles  off:  for  this  one  haitnlion  of  Marines  with 
leiy  was  embarked  in  the  night,  to  land  high  up  in  the 
and  take  their  camp  in  reverse.  The  remainder  of  Che 
ps,  with  two  guns,  were  to  pass  the  terry  at  midnight  and 
eh  straight  against  the  town,  gnided  by  Captain  Robert- 
who  had  got  acqnainted  with  the  road  by  going  in  with 
a  da^  uf  trace. 

"  This  eombiuntion  failed  entirely :  the  boats  with  the  de- 
tKohineat  missed  the  landing  point  and  returned,  and  the 

Kor  with  the  advanced  guard  disobeyed  Napier's  order?, 
th  were  calculated  to  capture  the  American  outpost  with- 
i  shot  being  fired,   tie  had  corae  suddenly  upon  au  Ame- 
liom  vidette,  and  irresolutely  suffered  him  to  fire  and  gallop 
"ff.     The    videtle   was   followed    by  his    picquet,    which 
^ould  otherwise  have  been  snrprised,  and  the  English  officer, 
»» «  disgracefully  incapable  state,  ordered  his  men  to  fire, 
tifowing  himself  on  the  gronnd  :  then  the  whole  advanced 
Rwanl  commenced  firing,  which  brought  up  Beckwith  and 
^>pier  nl  a  gallop,  to  ascertain  the  cause.     This  done,  they 
'^niersd  <  Iiiptain  Robertson  to  take  command  and  stop  the 
^^^  nrjng,  while  they  went  to  restore  order  in  the  rear ;  hut  the 
^^^^Bolrief  had  already  spread  there;  fur  the  men  seeing  the 
^^^^Kil  mddenly  lighted  up  by  the  firing  in  front,  while  the  re- 
^^BMWnttng  sounds  seemed  to  spread  all  around  them,  were 
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panic-stricken,  luiil  in  column,  as  they  were,  fired  right  ^^M 
left,  ahooling  each  other.  Bcckwith  ordered  the  band  to 
piny  and  resnnied  the  march,  but  at  every  turn  tlie  Ameri- 
can picquets  fired  and  the  panic  returned.  Then  a  fresh 
company  was  pushed  in  fronl,  HDd  Beckwith  and  Napier 
look  the  advance.  Beckwith'a  horse  vaa  shot,  and  Napier 
was  thus  dangerously  exposed  as  the  only  mounted  man. 
Captain  Eobertson  earnestly  entreated  him  to  alight,  caUing 
to  his  recollection  what  had  happened  at  the  battle  of  Bu- 
saco;  ho  however  refused,  Hftying,  tlie  8tat«  of  the  i 
would  not  allow  of  care  for  himself. 

"  At  dawn  Queenstown  was  reached,  and  a  hundred  i 
rican  horsemen  were  seen  half  a  mile  to  the  left,  but  1 
plied  by  Captain  Eobertsoo  with  some  shot  and  rockets 
fled ;  their  infantry  had  previously  gone  off  with  two  field 
guns.  The  enemy's  captain  of  artillery,  who  thns  retired, 
bad  been  a  few  days  before  received  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
on  that  occasion  invited  the  British  to  fight,  going  so  far  as 
to  offer  single  combat  to  Captain  Bohertson :  he  now  fled 
witliouC  firing  a  shot,  though  he  might  have  used  his 
guns  effeclmiUy.  and  sufely,  being  beyond  musquetry,  and 
Beokwjth  hiid  no  cavalry.  The  projects  of  Sir  J,  Wai 
at  whose  entire  disposal  Bcckwith  and  the  troops  i 
placed,  were  now  exhausted  and  he  had  done  notliing 

General  Beckwith  was  a  man  of  genius,  but 
cramped  here  did  not  exert  it :  nor  did  he  like  his 
ploymcut,  being  by  nature  very  humane;  morbidly  so,  for 
III' would  not  punish  to  save.  Charles  Napier's  spirit  a 
still  more  fettered,  and  several  daring  propositions  mac 
liira  wore  rejected  as  mere  ebnUitions  of  untiiinlciDg  zet 
was  not  for  those  above  liim  to  ostimnte  the  untried  f 
which  afterwards  broke  tlirough  ihe  Indian  desnrt.  s 
at  Meeruieo  and  Dubba  tlie  warriors  of  BeloouhistanJ 
wnrrcd  down  the  indomitoble  robbers  of  tlie  Cutchee  I 
I  of  those  propositions  was  to  riuse  a  servile  wor,  the 
r  whidi  ha  had  perfectlj  ciUculaUid,  np^j  loghytL. 


!  troop» 
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1  the  oliject  as  holy.  The  lie,  the  deep,  damnnble  lie, 
;  the  slaves  wore  well-treated  in  America  he  nlwnya  met, 
J  the  fact  that  the  poor  wretches  whn  came  to  the  British, 
nlutely  crawled  on  tlieir  bellies  and  licked  his  shoes  when 
diiBg  for  protection  !  Had  he  been  permitted  to  descend 
B  the  iniquity  as  he  desired,  a  lesson  would  have  been  given 
IT  die  world  to  admire  and  applaud:  but  a  more  enhirged 
iticfl  of  his  project,  written  by  himself,  will  be  found  in 
PMBOther  portion  of  this  biography. 

During  the  expedition  he  formed  many  intimacies  with 
BiTal  men,  and  contracted  a  firm  friendship  with  Captain 
Bobenson  of  the  Artillery,  whose  intrepidity  and  military 
talmt  he  always  eulogized.  Captain  Robertson.  Captain 
Fowell,  and  Captain  Romilly  of  the  Engineers,  were  all  on 
Beotwiihs  staff,  and  deservedly  mentioned  with  great  praise 
iv  bis  dispalch  ;  but  as  the  armament  was  under  a  sea  officer 
Um  cHspatcheB  went  to  the  Admiralty,  where  the  secretary, 
Job  Wilson  Croker,  wantonly  struck  otit  their  names  and 
deprived  them  of  on  honour  fairly  won  by  danger,  and 
•iwrly  prized  by  all  soldiers:  and  this  happened  at  a  lime 
*iwn  tlie  same  Mr.  Croker,  in  the  name  of  tlie  Admiralty, 
hid  urged  on  Sir  John  Warren  the  sending  of  a  frigate  to 
F-MMou  the  Canada  lakes,  obhvious  of  the  Falls  of  Niagara! 
Charles  Napier's  journal  and  letters  touched  but  briefly 
°«  lliese  operations,  hut  from  Ids  observations  are  not  devoid 
**'  iuterest. 

".lonrani,  June  22nd. — Last  night  we  got  into  the  boats 
**  twelve  o'clock,  pulled  on  shore  by  moonhght,  and  landed 
"<  tolerable  confusion  at  daybreak  without  opposition. 
'-'r»iiey  Island  was  attacked  by  a  force  under  Captain 
•*Mhel  R.X.  hut  a  largo  creek  stopped  our  progress  by 
'wil.  and  ahoal  water  stopped  the  boats  by  sea.  A  sharp 
^'"niionade  from  the  works  on  the  island  cost  us  sevcnty- 
i,  without  returning  a  shot!  We  lost  some  boats 
1  re-embarked  in  the  evening  with  about  as  much 
B  8t  landing.     We  despise  the  Yankee  too  much. 
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"  25th.— Last  night  landed  again  in  rather  more  coofuaion 
than  on  the  SSnd ;  butwith  tlieadTunce we  drove  awajrstime 
Yankees,  with  loss  of  a  few  men  ourselvea,  killiog  mftny  of 
them.  They  were  inferior  in  force  and  of  couraa  were  beat 
at  every  point,  and  lost  tlieir  guns  &c.  They  would  have 
been  all  tnken  but  for  the  extreme  thickness  of  the  wood. 
and  our  local  igDorance.  Yankee  never  shews  liimself,  he 
keeps  in  the  thickest  wood,  fires  and  runs  ofl":  he  is  quitw 
right,  Local  knowledge  is  very  hard  to  gain,  yet  we  tniglit 
gain  more  than  we  do.  We  go  on  badly,  and  it  is  hard  lo 
say  with  whom  the  blame  lies ;  but  I  think  one  of  our  naval 
leaders  is  a  little  deficient  in  gumjUton ,-  he  lias  much  hurrr 
and  little  arrangement :  on  the  night  of  tho  aflth  we  embarked 
in  such  a  style  that  a  hundred  bold  fellows  would  have  shot 
one  half  of  our  people, 

"  30th. — I  am  going  on  a  detached  expedition,  but  with 
no  great  hopes  of  doing  anything  with  such  a  coadjutor. 
I  am  to  command  the  troops,  and  yet  am  kept  in  profound 
ignorance  of  the  object  and  destination! 

"  Returned  from  Ocracoko,  where  we  look  a  SO-gun  brig 
and  a  schooner  of  16  guns.  Cockbni'n  is  do  doubt  lui 
active  good  seaman,  but  has  no  idea  of  military  arrange- 
ments; and  he  is  so  impetuous  that  he  won't  give  time  for 
others  to  do  for  him  what  he  cannot,  or  will  not  do  bimself 
If  he  had  the  conducting  of  any  military  operation  before 
an  active  enemy  he  would  get  bis  people  cut  to  pieces.  In 
landing  at  Ocracoko  we  were  nearly  all  drowned ;  Uie  same 
in  coming  off.  Luck  is  a  good  thing  and  1  have  it,  but  it 
will  very  quickly  play  a  cliief  a  trick  that  will  ruin  him.  if 
be  trusts  to  it  without  providing  for  its  ceasing.  Cockbum 
trusts  all  to  luck,  and  makes  no  provision  for  failure :  this 
may  do  with  sailors,  but  not  on  shore,  where  hard  fighting 
avails  nothing  if  not  directed  by  mind,  and  most  accunUi 
calculation.  The  services  are  very  different.  Sailors'  I 
ness  is  mechanical,  and  tbey  bavo  no  idea  of  order  and  q| 
lem  out  of  their  ships.     With  them  subordination  doM 
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mSiy  exiat,  tyranny  not  discipline  is  their  syatem,  generally 
speaking  ;  and  their  habits  of  life  appear  to  me  to  contract 
their  ideas  and  deatrov  their  judgment,  I  find  however 
more  mind,  more  cxpanaion  of  ideas  in  the  younger  officers 
of  the  nuvy,  who  have  not  been  long  enough  in  it  to  suffer 
from  the  syBtem,  I  never  perceived  lliat  any  dependence 
could  be  placed  in  a  naval  captain's  accurately  fulfilling  his 
ordera :  this  may  perhaps  do  at  sea,  but  our  service  could 
not  exist  witli  such  Ioosb  discipline.  My  regard  for  the 
niivy  officers  in  general  is  very  great,  they  are  open-hearted, 
generons- spirited  men  ;  bnt  their  life  is  one  calculated  to 
injure  the  mental  powers,  and  turn  them  from  enlarged 
views  of  things,  nnd  judgment  of  linman  nature,  to  the 
minatite  of  their  profession.  A  captain  rules,  and  all  under 
iiim  mltf  by  force ;  no  one  speaks  to,  or  dare  be  familiar  with 
him :  the  terrible  confinement  of  a  ship  renders  this  necessary 
they  say. 

"  In  the  army,  officers  are  eternally  forced  to  use  their 
judgment  in  command,  and  from  hahitnal  familiarity  have 
U>  support  themselves  against  wit  and  satire,  and  even  im- 
ndence  at  times.  A  naval  officer  has  only  to  enforce 
nual  BcW  of  obedience,  and  being  ever  in  his  ship  has  no 
•  to  trnst  to  but  his  own.  A  regimental  commander  has  to 
tvinoe  those  under  him  that  his  orders  are  wise,  and  to 
KTure  obedience  to  them  when  be  is  not  present.  In  fine 
oldier'e  intellect  is  always  exercised  in  the  study  of  man- 
fad,  and  a  seaman's  in  the  theory  or  practice  of  mechanical 
ntions.  A  proof  of  this  is,  that  a  thousand  soldiers 
Bshipboard  can  be  easily  managed  hy  their  own  officers; 
R  put  a  thousand  sailors  on  shore  and  their  officers  cannot 
)  them:  the  moment  the}'  can  elude  despotic  sway, 
lytliey  go  into  excesses.  I  have  however  no  intention  of 
iti^  naval  officers  are  less  able  men  than  army  offioers, 
le  ganerality  of  men  run  very  equal ;  hut  whatever  talents 
pioldieT  has  are  called  into  constant  action,  whereas  sailora 
Utain  the  disadvantage  of  being  compelled  to  keep  theire 
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dormant,  wliich  in  the  study  of  mankind  is  a  very  bnd  t] 
I  have  no  agreement  however  witli  ilioeo  who  think  n(i»7 
officers  illiberal  and  self-interested  :  my  feeling  is  that  tlie>- 
are  generally  more  open  and  generous  than  soldiers  in  moml 
character;  and  this  in  face  of  the  advantnge  onr  service  has 
as  to  mental  enlargement,  arising  from  habits  incident  to 
their  respective  prolesaions. 

"August  laih. —  We  left  Kent  Island  to  land  neor  St. 
Michael's  town.  There  were  five  hundred  men  there,  Fmd  a 
few  guns.  I  wanted  lo  attack  the  place  witli  the  lO'^iod 
alone  (250  men)  to  clear  them  of  the  Qneen'a  Town  busi- 
ness, and  intending  to  make  them  do  all  with  the  bayonet : 
of  success  I  had  no  doubt,  and  it  would  have  been  a  brilliaol 
close  lo  the  expedition.  We  were  only  four  miles  from  the 
town,  the  men  were  steady  and  eager,  and  it  might  hnve 
been  done  in  five  hours.  I  would  have  attacked  three  times 
our  number  of  Yankees  with  confidence,  but  Beckwith  was 
resolved  to  let  nothing  take  place  ;  be  would  neither  let  me 
go  with  the  102nd  and  two  field-pieces,  nor  yet  with  the 
whole  of  our  force.  However,  hearing  they  had  a  camp 
of  five  hundred  men  fonr  miles  on  the  other  side,  he  placed 
himself  ivitli  two  battalions  of  marines  and  one  gun  on  the 
road,  and  detached  me  with  the  102nd  and  two  compunies  of 
marines  to  attack  it,  meaning  himself  to  intercept  any 
attempts  to  unite  with  the  camp  fram  the  town.  This  sup- 
posed camp  proved  to  be  a  miserable  picqiiet,  which  fled, 
and  1  had  still  some  hopes  of  a  stroke  at  the  town,  but  he 
would  not  cunseni,  though  the  admiral  pressed  him  strongly. 
We  re-embaiked,  having  landed  for  no  purpose,  done  nothing. 
and  retired  to  our  ships  with  the  Yankee  videtles  quietly  iU- 
lowing — to  see  us  off! 

"  I  have  never  said  anything  publicly,  but  am  iocliad 
think  that  more  might  have  been  done  in  the  Chesapi 
but  whether  doing  more  would  be  doing  good, 
to  dispute.      Taking  an  extended  view  of  the  expedition,  i 
a  diversion  in  favour  of  Canada  it  was  a  complete  one ;  bul 
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'  It  ended  too  soon  or  loo  late — too  lace  if  the  troops  were  to 
be  tifterwards  sent  to  CaDsda  for  reinforciDg  Sir  George 
Prevost:  Wo  soou  if  nut  to  ro  there.  With  a  different  ar- 
nng«iDent  we  might  have  done  both.  The  alarm  on  the 
Doset  might  Lave  been  kept  up  with  six  hundred  men,  alloiv- 
iog  the  two  marine  battalions  to  go  at  first  to  the  lakes:  or, 
I  if  a  serious  attack  had  been  designed  against  Norfolk,  the 
Mtrines  might  have  j^ne  to  Halifax,  and  regulars  been 
nwu  theuve.  Again:  leaving  HaUfux  for  a  time  to  its 
■jlitia,  the  whole  military  force  might  have  united  and  have 
iken  Norfolk  easily.  Our  attack  on  Craney  Island  was 
iUy>  Hod  Norfolk  been  decently  attacked  it  would  not 
nsted  ten  minutes;  had  we  landed  a  gun  Craney 
;  bad  we  attacked  at  high  tide  it  was  gone:  still 
It  the  wrong  place  to  attack,  we  should  not  have  lost 
>  men  in  strikiijg  at  tlie  town.  But  the  faults  of  this 
xpedition  sprung  from  one  simple  cause — there  were  three 
Aonunanders !  It  was  a  council  of  war,  and  what  council  of 
Wur  ever  achieved  a  great  exploit  ? 

"  Had  either  Sir  John  Warren,  Sir  Sydney  Beckwith,  or 

Admiral  Cockhurn  acted  singly  and  without  consultation, 

Wo  should  not  have  done  such  foolish  things.     Sir  Sydney 

*anled  neither  head,  nor  heart,  nor  hand  for  his  hnsiness; 

"III  he  was  not  free  to  do  what  ho  thought  wise,  and  mn 

_  >Olky  when  reiiuired  to  do  what  he  deemed  silly,  which  in 

li  ^7  opinioQ  made  it  more  silly.   He  is  certainly  a  very  clever 

bllow.  bat  a  very  odd  fish.     I  like  him,  yet  do  not  like  to 

s«TTe  under  liirn  in  his  Chesapeake  fashion.     He  ought  to 

iittve  hanged  several  villnios  at  Little  Hampton  ;  had  he  so 

^uoe  the  Americans  would  not  have  complained :  but  every 

tionor  was  committed  with  impunity,  rape,  murder,  pillage : 

and  not  a  man  waa  punished  ! 

"  i  hare  learned  much  on  this  expedition :  how  to  emhark 
I  *nd  disembark  large  bodies  in  face  of  sn  enemy ;  how  use- 
I  •'EM  il  is  to  have  more  than  one  commander ;  how  neceasary 
,t  the  commanders  by  sea  and  land  should  agree  and 
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have  one  view :  finally  never  to  trust.  Admiral  Cockbum. 
All  tliis  has  been  learned  by  seeing  our  faults,  fot  we  have 
done  nothing  but  commit  blunders.  Notliing  was  done  with 
method,  all  was  hurry,  confusion,  and  long  orders.  If  the 
Yankees  are  worth  their  salt  Lbey  will  give  us  a  ihrasbing 
yet  in  one  of  our  landings,  going  as  wo  do  like  a  flock  of 
sheep  instead  of  rowing  ashore  in  lines.  I  have  always 
thrown  myself  into  the  woods  with  any  men  that  could  be 
first  got  together,  to  cover  the  formatioD  of  the  others  from  J 
the  boats,  wbioh  never  bos  been  effected  under  half  an  hour;  ^ 
and  had  Jonathan  come  down  to  the  water's  edge  or  to  his  ^ 
waist  iu  it,  lie  would  have  destroyed  half  our  men :  out  ~^ 
Boldiers  themselves  grow  frightened  at  the  evident  want  ofi 
arrangement-  Why  doI  land  in  order  of  battle?  It  was  so  «u 
in  Egypt. 

"Well!  whatever  horrible  aols  were  done  at  Hampton .«=> 
lbey  were  uot  done  by  the  102nd,  for  they  were  never  let 
quit  iheir  ranks,  and  tliey  almost  mutinied  at  my  preventingj^S 'S 

I  them  joining  in  the  sack  of  that  unfortunate  town,     Tho^*-*^" 
marine  artillery  behaved  like  soldiers ;   they  had  it  in  theirs  *^*^ 
power  to  join  in  the  sack  and  refused.     I  said  to  that  noble^^^'* 
body  of  men,  I  cannot  watch  your  conduct,  but  trust  yoi«i»'*"' 
will  not  join  those  miscreanta.      They  called  out,  ColoneW-t^ 
wo  are  picked  men,  we  blush  for  what  we  see,  depend  apoi 
us,  nut  a  man  of  the  marine  artillery  will  plunder, 
well  paid  by  his  majesty  and  we  will  not  disgrace  him  oi»*^^' 
ourselves  by  turning  robbers   and   murderers.      Whateve^c^*" 
you  order  wo  will  execute.     Never  in  my  life  have  I  me*"^^' 
soldiers  like  the  marine  artillery.    We  Hutl'ered  much  fatign^^-** 
and  hardship,  but  never  was  seen  anything  not  admirable 
these  glorious  soldiers :  should  my  life  extend  Lo  antedili 
yoiu-B,  their  conduct  at  Little  Hampton  will  not  be  forgoliei*^ 
by  me." 
Here  the  American  journal  ends,  but  a  marginal  noH^^ 
daUnl   Kurraobou    IS.14    runa   tliiis.     "  I  am  uuw   readiu^^ 
UjU  record  of  oldea  times.    Littb  PoaelJ,  a.  bUf^b  ^alktBig^ 
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^Bb)k>  was  then  with  me,  lies  dead  in  the  burying-ground  hard 
^^^  my  house.     How  strange!     We  last  parted  at  Halifax 
ID  North  America  ISI4,  and  iu  1H44  I  stand  here  by  his 
grave  in  a  land  then  unknown  ! " 

"  His  sislar,  Potomac. — We  have  nasty  sort  of  fighting 
here  atuoDgst  creeks  and  bushes,  and  lose  men  without 
shew,  altogether  above  a  hundred  with  tliree  officers.  The 
Yankees  however  gut  tlieii-  share,  for  at  Hampton  we 
killed  on  the  spot  above  a  buQdred:  it  is  an  inglorious 
-warfftre.  Seven  thousand  men  are  at  Baltimore,  and  we 
Ijave  no  such  force ;  still  my  opinion  is,  that  if  we  tuck 
up  our  sleeves  and  luy  our  ears  hack,  we  might  thrash 
Lliem :  that  is  if  we  caught  them  out  of  their  trees,  so  as  to 
s(JmP  at  them  with  the  bayonet.  They  will  not  stand  that. 
But  they  fight  unfairly,  firing  jagged  pieces  of  iron  and 
overy  sort  of  devilment,  nails,  broken  pokers,  old  locks  of 
^uns.  gun-barrels,  everything  that  niU  do  misciiief.  On 
board  a  20-gun  ship  that  we  took,  I  found  this  sort  of 
axDiniimtioQ  regularly  prepared.  This  is  wrong.  Man 
dolights  to  be  killed  according  to  the  law  of  nations;  and 
nothing  so  pleasant  or  correct:  but  to  be  doused  against 
all  rule  is  quite  offensive.  We  don't  then  kick  like  geutle- 
.  A  24  lb.  shot  in  the  ^tomuch  is  fine,  we  die  heroically : 
[■t  a  brass  candlestick  for  stuffing,  with  a  garuitih  of  rusty 
FOpeany  nails  makes  us  die  uugenteelly,  and  with  the 
loUc. 

"  Tfa«  American  coast  is  one  great  stretch  of  fiat  land 

nvered  with  wood,  so  tliick  nothing  can  pass  except  in 

)  cleared  lanes  between  detached  houses,  and  along  the 

I  roads.     The  fire-fiies  are  beautiful ;  the  mocking  bird 

I  pretty  and  his  notes  very  sweet.      Humming  birds  there 

Me.  but  I  have  not  seen  any.     There  is  a  bird  hke  a  bat, 

■i^ivered  with  beautiful  green  plumage.    Snakes  are  abundant, 

aud  some  very  large.   A  sbnib,  wopong  is  the  name  I  think, 

Ijnaile  into  tea,  is  good  for  the  health,  particularly  so  in  con- 

kses:  if  any  seeds  can  he  got  they  shall  go  to 
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you.  We  have  sent  off  our  FrenchmeD,  who  are  the  grealesi 
rascals  existing.  Much  I  wished  to  shoot  Bome,  but  hoi 
no  opportunity.  They  rcEilly  murdered  witliout  aa  objeci 
but  the  pleasure  of  inurdering.  One  robbed  a  poor  Yankei 
and  preleudfid  all  sorts  of  anxiety  for  him :  It  was  Uie  cus 
torn  of  war  he  said  to  rob  a  prisoner,  but  he  was  soiry  To: 
him.  When  he  had  thus  coaxed  the  mttn  into  confidence  hi 
told  him  to  walk  on  before,  as  he  must  go  to  the  geoerai 
the  poor  wretch  obeyed,  and  when  his  back  was  turned  thi 
musket  was  fired  Into  his  hruns.  Tliis  is  one  of  tnnny  in 
stances  of  their  killing  without  any  object  but  murder,  am 
they  intended  to  desert  in  a  body,  I  would  rather  see  ten  o 
them  shot  than  one  American.  It  is  quite  shocking  to  bavi 
men  who  speak  our  own  language  brought  in  wounded :  oni 
feels  as  if  tliey  were  English  peasants  and  that  we  are  killiof 
our  own  people, 

"  The  marines,  though  brave,  are  ill- disciplined  for  shore 
At  Cranoy  Island  my  brigade,  on  which  the  loss  all  fell,  Lhi 
.ither  not  having  been  brought  up,  was  in  a  road  when  i 
batter)'  opened,  and  the  Jirst  shot,  enfilading  the  ruad,  killec 
a  sergeant  who  was  with  me.  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  fil^ 
into  a  wood  where  shot  could  not  strike,  and  the  102ni 
executed  tins  instantly  and  were  safe :  but  the  marines  coali 
not  do  it  before  the  battery  threw  three  rounds  into  tin 
thick  of  them.  Eight  or  nine  were  killed  and  woanded 
all  that  were  hurt  that  day,  except  two  aergeants  of  tlr 
103nd,  hit  unavoidably.  One  of  these  recovered,  the  othe 
was  killed,  both  bis  legs  being  shot  off  close  to  liis  body 
Good  God !  what  a  horrid  sight  it  was ! 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  interesting  than  our  Untlinga 
which  have  been  always  by  moonlight.  Numbers  of  boat 
filled  with  anned  men  gUding  in  silence  over  the  smoolJ 
water,  artns  glittering  in  the  nioonsbioc,  oats  jnst  bieokhl) 
the  stillness  of  night,  the  dark  ahade  of  t)i«  woods  we  m 
pushing  for  combining  with  expectation  of  danger  lo  afleo 
the  mind.     Suddenly,  Gnst  off  ia  heard,  and  tfav  rapid  JmI 
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oT  oare  begins,  wiih  the  quick  hurrah !  hurrah !  hurrah  !  as 

tJie  Bttilora  pull  lo  shore.     Then  ihe  Boldiera  rush  iuto  and 

throuffli  tliu  water.     We  have  generally  had  two  or  three 

^^Ules  la  row,  the  boats  tied  together  aud  tnuving  slowly ;  htit 

^^BieD  iu  reach  of  shot  every  boat  casts  loose,  and  they  pull 

^Hbioualy  with  shouts;  the  lOUnd  excepted,  which  no  shuut- 

mg  htttb !     I  Corbid  all  noise  until  they  can  rush  on  the 

enemy:  then  they  have  leave  lo  give  a  deadly  screech,  and 

■tny !  Bwiiy ! 

"  There  are  numbers  of  officers,  of  the  navy  in  particular, 

e  families  are  Americau,  and  their  fathers  in  one  or  two 

(  absolutely  hving  in  the  very  towns  we  are 

I  burn.     Even  Sir  Sydney  Beckwich  has  relations 

:  it  is  certainly  a  most  unnatural  war,  a  sort  of 

la" nbellion.    At  Ocracoke  I  put  a  stop  to  plunder; 

k  though   (he  people  were  treated  too  well,   being  paid 

irly   double    for  everytliiog,    and   the   soldiers   kept  in 

Mt   order,  it  is  said  the  Aniericau  papers  will  abuse 

■*e  as  a  perfect  savage.     There  was  indeed  one  atrocious 

attempt  at  murder  by  a  soldier  of  the  102nd,  and  unfor- 

^^Juoiely  the  villain  oould  not  ho  detected  ;  but  wo  took  all 

^BBrto  of  the  man  who  was  hurt,  and  he  and  the  whole  of  hia 

^Hpiily  were  grateful  to  us :  we  offered  to  take  him  on  hoard, 

^^K  cure  and  land  him  again  where  he  chose,  and  the  Admiral 

^•.■fre  hiai  £&. 

"  August  22nd. — Strung  is  my  dislike  to  what  is  perhaps 
'  necessary  part  of  our  job,  viz.  plundering  and  ruining 
■"o  peasantry.  We  drive  all  their  cattle  and  of  course  ruiu 
uiein  ;  my  hands  are  clean,  but  it  is  hateful  to  see  the  poor 
'' "Wikees  robbed,  and  to  be  the  robber.  If  wo  could  take 
*»rly  it  would  not  be  so  bad,  but  the  rich  escape;  for  the 
lojis  of  a  few  cows  and  oxen  is  nothing  to  a  rich  man,  while 
?•>«  Tuic  a  poor  peasant  if  you  take  hia  only  cow.  If  the 
-^Dierican  Ouvernment  will  repay  tbem,  and  levy  the  whole 
tax  my  care  goes :  meunwliile  I  sorrow  for  tlio 
I  punitih  in  so  individual  a  manner.     However 

1.  a 
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no  outrages  have  been  authorized  on  persons,  though  mneh 
on  property,  unavoidably.     1  confess  to   stealing  a  dx>g 
though,  because  he  would  be  stole,  and  had  no  master  z 
he  was  very  beautiful,  and  took  a  fancy  to  me,  swimmings 
a  mile  and  a  half  after  me  when  we  eame  away,  however 
my  conscience  grew  rustff  on  the  beach  and  so  he  was 
not  taken.    For  this  I  am  very  sorry,  and  often  wish  my 
honesty  at  the  devil ;  and  if  a  boat  goes  on  shore  again* 
bum  my  wig  but  I  '11  steal  doggie :  he  liked  to  come,  and 
has  a  right  to  choose  his  master." 

His  opinion  of  the  system  followed  in  this  expedition  was 
evinced  in  the  following  note,  endorsed  on  a  rejected  pm* 
posal  of  his  to  prevent  excesses  at  Ocracoke. 

"  Ocracoke,  1813. — A  proposal  to  Admiral  Cockbunuii^ 
the  hope  of  preventing  a  second  edition  of  the  horrois  ot 
Little  Hampton,  equally  disgraceful  to  the  British  nam^ 
and  to  human  nature. 

"  Camp.    Hahfax,  September  24th.— We  left  Chesapeak* 
Bay,  after  having  been  on  board  since  the  8th  of  June,  a0^ 
on  the  20th  instant  pitched  our  tents  here  on  a  hill,  in  TiO^ 
Scotia,  with  the  thermometer  at  SB** ;  and  this  firom  clo^ 
ships,  with  the  thermometer  at  96°,  a  week  before,  »^ 
never  under  80"  for  the  previous  six  months.     If  our  c<7 
stitutions  weather   this   they  are  elegant    adamants, 
the  morning  it  is  a  concert  to  hear  1600  men's  teeth  chatc^ 
together,  and  it  screws  up  my  wounded  cheek  wicked! 
yet,  as  soldiers  can't  choose  climate,  and  though  they  do 
live  long  now- a- days,  methinks  there  is  iron  enough  in 
to  knock  off  twenty  years  still,  if  lead  don't  shorten  th^ 
date.    This  transatlantic  service  sickens  me  however,  and  t^ 
increase  its  delights  my  last  letters  from  home  date  the  6t^ 
of  April !    After  that  two  packets  were  taken,  a  third  sailed::^ 
from  hence  to  Bermuda,  with  all  our  letters  two  days  before 
we  arrived  here,  and  the  fourth  came  in  yesterday — twenty-^ 
nine  days  from  England  without  a  line  for  me.   No !  not  even^ 
fiom  a  dun !   I  would  have  given  a  guinea  for  a  tailor's  bilL^ 
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**In  April  1814  I  expect  to  move  to  the  south  with  a 
\)ri  larade,  as  Beckwitli  goes  to  Quebec.     This  I  should  not 
dislike  if  there  was  hope  of  doing  good;  hut  if  Beckwith 
ircLS  too  weak,  with  the  whole,  to  effect  any  action  of  con- 
fieq^uence,  what  is  to  be  done  with  a  smaller  force  ?     He 
takes  a  marine  battalion  and  a  company  of  marine  artillery, 
leaving  me  less  than  1000  men,  and  hut  three  pieces  of 
trtillery.    Now,  wherever  we  land  the  Yankee  runs  away ; 
bat  when  he  is,  in  his  opinion,  able  to  face  us,  he  will  have 
not  less  than  5000  men,  with   strong  works  and   heavy 
irtillery.     These  5000  in  the  open  field  might  be  attacked, 
bat  behind  works  it  would  be  throwing  away  lives :  yet  I 
speak  as  one  willing  to  try  much  for  his  own  sake,  indeed 
for  all  our  sakes,  the  men  being  tired  of  expecting  a  fight 
of  consequence.     It  is  perhaps  good  also  to  indulge  John 
Boll's  taste  for  blood,  now  and  then.     Had  Moore  sacrificed 
ui  army  instead  of  saving  one,  he  would  have  been  perfect 
iQ  the  eyes  of  the  country.     Nothing  but  his  unpardonable 
homanity,  which  made  him  fancy  England  cared  as  much 
^^^  her  soldiers  as  he  did,  caused  him  to  act  as  he  did 
^^    Had  he  saved  his  own  life  and  contrived  to   have 
"^0,000  men  bayonetted,  and  I  firmly  believe  he  was  the  only 
^tn  in  our  army  who  could  have  saved  us,  he  would  have 
^(me  a  job  for  which  England  would  have  made  him  any- 
thing he  wished.    Alas  for  himself,  he  thought  of  every- 
^ing  bat  himself.      Fortunately  another  hero  has   come 
^^rth,  but  we  want  both.    I  expect  to  be  up  the  Missouri 
I^Od  Mississippi  Aivers  in  three  months,  making  a  diversion 
^^  the  south.     So  be  it,  but  when  my  mind  rests  firom  the 
^orry  of  boainesSy  and  people  not  cared  for,  and  turns  to  all 
^  love  on  earth,  then  their  faces  come  and  tell  me  a  soldier 
^^  a  miserable  exile,  labouring  in  a  bloody  vocation^  living 
^  dflstroy,  destroying  to  live. 

"  Reflections. 
^  A  commander  should  use  his  best  troops  at  the  outset ; 

^vieceM  then  will  give  spirit,  and  though  the  loss  of  good 
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men  is  to  be  regretted,  yet  the  saving  them  for  harder  work 
creates  that  work,  ond  in  tlie   seqael  greater   loss   is   In- 
curred."— The  valae  of  this  maxim   was  afterwards  very 
lamentably  shewn  at  New  Orleans,  wberq  the  worst  tionpa 
were  first  employed  and  failfd:  the  beaten  regimenia,  and 
the  generals  who  survived,  were  then  disheartened  and  the 
expedition  failed,     " — If  I  go  to  the  south,  as  Sir  John 
Warren  proposes,  my  intent  is  to  give  the  lOUnd  the  lead  tu 
every  attack,  they  are  better  disciplined,  more  obedient  and 
handy  than  the  marine  battalions,  and  will,  if  the  lu^t  blow 
succeed,  try  anything.     The  marines  will  thus  be  escited 
to  emulation,  and  will  soon  be  well  in  hand,  for  they  an 
willing  to  learn.     The  stupid  Craney  Island  bliindenng  bos 
indeed  damped  us  all,  but  the  1 02nd  have  a  good  spirit  and 
will,  like  all  young  soldiers,  dash  boldly ;  they  know  I  had  . 
nothing  to  do  with  Craney  blunders,  and  their  confidence  in  j 
me  is  not  lost.     My  design  is  to  full  on  some  place  where  « 
we  can  easily  succeed,  and  then  try  some  tougher  job,  for  a^ 
Buooessful  skirmish  gives  the  spirit  which  secures  victory  o 
a  hotter  day. 

"  Oui'  good  admirals  are  snob  bad  generals  that  there  i^s^^ 
little  hope  of  doing  more  than  being  made  prisoners  on  ihf^»*^i 
best  terms.  We  shall  form  three  plans,  or  as  many  as  then^*'"^ 
ore  admirals :  and  to  these  mine  will  he  added.  From  all.^  M~  " 
perhaps  all  bad,  a  worse  will  he  concocted  and  < 
fail.  We  failed  at  Craney  because  two  admirals  and  i 
general  commanded,  and  a  republic  of  commanders  i 
defeat  I  have  seen  enough  to  refuse  a  joint  command  i£^^  " 
ever  offered  to  me ;  it  is  certain  disgrace  and  failure  fronn*-*" 
the  nature  of  things:  the  two  servicee  are  incompatiblfe «^^*' 
A  iiovy  officer  stups  on  shore,  and  his  eeul,  his  courage,  lii»-^' 
ignuroucc  of  troops,  and  the  very  nature  of  a  oampaigii  *-*' 
makes  him  think  you  ar«  timid.  Discontent  follows,  aac^  *'' 
if  it  docs  not  alter  your  views,  it  certainly  ouginunis  you-  - 
diSiuuliira  to  find  au  adviser,  or  opposer.  in 
rank  entitles  him  to  speak  strongly,  iboogh  his  UaUla  bwr-  "^j 
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not  enableil  him  to  be  the  judge  he  thinks  himself.  For 
the  some  reason,  a  Inndsman  oq  board  a  ship  has  no  right 
tu  speak  or  advise.  If  I  command  this  expeditionary  force 
my  request  to  Sir  John  Wnrreu  shall  be,  not  to  let  any 
ns^al  officer  land  except  one  or  two  of  my  own  choosing, 
who  will,  and  who  do,  for  I  have  my  eye  on  them,  iMnk 
tbemselves  sailors,  not  soldiers.  A  general  in  a  blue  coal, 
or  an  admiral  in  a  red  one,  is  mischief! 

"  Reflection  has  strengthened  my  first  resolution.  If  we 
attAck  New  Orleans,  or  New  London,  on  our  road,  as  the 
general  talk  indicates,  the  102nd  shoU  lead  everywhere. 
Aly  regret  will  be  keen  at  losing  those  fine  fellows  in 
greater  proportion  than  the  rest,  but  the  first  blow  is  half 
clie  battle.  I  will  not  however  let  them  be  used  to  attack 
anned  vessels ;  let  the  sailors  and  marines  work  at  their 
own  trade.  I  have  no  prejudice  ogainst  blue  jackets,  but 
liBte  to  have  men  attempt  what  they  cannot  understand, 
"VVe  who  spend  our  lives  in  trying  to  be  soldiers  make  but 
bad  ones;  how  can  sailors  suddenly  start  into  generals? 
"Vei  Cookbum  thinks  bimaelf  a  Wellington!  And  Beck 
ivith  is  sure  the  navy  never  produced  such  an  admiral  as 
ttimself!  Between  ihem  we  got  beaten  at  Craney.  But 
^vim  now  the  notion  of  attacking  New  Orleans  is  only  known 
to  me  from  officers  who  hoar  it  talked  of  in  the  streets. 
AVb  always  take  care  to  knock  at  a  man's  door  and  say. 
barricade,  und  load  your  blunderbuss,  wo  are 
I  rob  and  murder  you  at  night.  Great  therefore 
■  tiiis  command  is  for  me,  my  hope  is  not  to  go,  being  sure 
bob  bad  nrrangements  as  were  made  in  the  Chesapeake  and 
t  Ocracoko  will  not  succeed.  I  do  not  know  if  my  head  is 
nog  for  good  arrangements,  but  it  can  certainly  noto  bad, 
I  tlieir.  effects  in  perspective.  Oockburn's  confidence  in 
t  luck  is  the  very  thing  most  to  be  feared :  it  is  worse  tbon 
iQOO  Yankees.  Luck  is  a  good  thing  on  a  pinch,  but  some- 
"fimea  it  gives  apincjb!  I  suspect  it  is  inclined  to  follow 
good  arraagemeots. " 
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No  expedilion  from  Halifax  had  place,  and  in  SeptuiullUI  -*  ' 
1813,  Charles  Niipier,  hu%-iag  exchanged  into  the  SOlh^t:* 
Regiment,  took  leave  of  the  1  Oaod,  receiving  from  the  offioeii»-«"^ 
a  fiword  of  honour  as  a  mark  of  their  attachment.  Thitr*"*** 
exchange  had  been  sought  when  the  50ih  was  fighting  in 
the  Pyrenees,  but  when  he  reached  England  the  ]■' reach  war 
had  ended,  and  the  Americwi  war  coDiinned :  howerer  dio 
102nd  saw  no  more  active  service.  With  the  ."JOth  he  re- 
mained until,  in  December  1814,  ho  wasrednuedonbalf  pBT_ 
and  then  entered  the  Military  College  at  FarnLam. 

No  correspondence  tells  the  story  of  bia  aixieen  moalbs^^^* 
renewed  intercourse  with  the  5Uth  ;  but  after  his  arrival  frooK:*^*'' 
America  he  had  to  conlenU  for  bia  jnal  share  of  prize  money,  "^C^ 
on  account  of  the  separata  expedition  to  Ofraooke.  Ht^  ^* 
claimed  as  commander  of  the  troops,  but  was  oppo8«fc^^^ 
secretly  by  Admiral  Cockburn,  who  yet  held  fair  language*  ^^ 
to  liim.  saying  Sir  Sydney  BeckwiUi  was  the  oppommi,  air^*-*" 
assertion  indignantly  denied  by  Beokwith.  Finally  a  wir— "  -^'* 
rant  was  issued,  so  Utile  in  accord  with  received  rules,  ib«»^*" 
Charles  Napier  oonsnited  Dr.  Lusbington,  whose  opiniuii::**^'' 
was  that  he  might  sue  in  tlie  Admiralty  Court,  which  wai^*^** 
the  least  expensive,  but  the  decision  would  inevitably  be  ib**^-^" 
the  royal  order ;  or  he  might  sue  at  common  law  luid  pro-  ^^*'' 
bably  succeed,  but  the  costs  would  swallow  ap  lie  prized  -*"' 
money !  From  litis  agreeable  choice  he  was  relieved  by  ibi^  -^ 
prize  agents  bankruptcy. 

This  suit  was  not  his  only  legal  process:  miothor,  cnri-^ 
ous  in  itself,  exemptitied  hia  mural  resoluuoa.     During  b 
^  abildbowtt  m  old  Sootoh  gBatteman  MMwAWtdA^f 
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ting  great  ftdmiratioa  for  Charles  Napier's  father,  passed 
De  dajs  at  Celhridge,  where,  picking  up  some  peculiarly 
lai^e  nuts,  he  stid,  I  will  plant  these  iu  Scotlimd.     You  ure 
old  Waddel  to  expect  fruit  from  the  treea.     Yes,  but  you 
tuny  gather.     Nothing  more  passed  tbeo.     Years  al'tenvards 
Mr.  Waddel  died,  leaving  his  estate,  first  to  his  widow,  but 
in   succession  to  Colonel  Napier.     The  widow  lived  long, 
ncd  at  lier  death  some  persons  being,  or  pretending  to  be, 
heirs  at  law,  took  possession,  on  the  ground  that  an  English 
loizttl  word  had  been  employed  instead  of  a  Scotch  word, 
asid   vitiaied  the  will.     Charles  Napier  entered  an  action 
uoder  legal  advice,  but  limited  the  coat  at  £300.     That  sum 
-Wfu  soon  expended,   and    though  eminent  Scotch  counsel 
mestly  urged  the  further  prosecution,  he  could  not  be 
rved  to  break  his  resolution. 
\  At  Fttmham,  where  his  brother  William  joined  him,  his 
n  WHS  not  to  paas  a  brilLiant  examination,  as  if  that  were 
e  end  lo  be  attained,  but  to  make  his  studies  subserve  his 
,  knowing  that  science   alone  never  made   a   great 
igttun.     In  that  spirit  he  also  studied  history,  policy  and 
arU  government ;    adding  for  extension  of  matter,  his  own 
Rperience  of   British  mal-administration  in  the  colonies. 
'  His  opinions  on  legislation  and  civil  government  were  there- 
Care  fixed  long  before  he  attained  power  to  test  them  by 
practice;  and  the  following  essays,  taken  Irom  his  note  book, 
H  Will  show  his  course  of  retlectiou,  though  several  of  them 
HMtara  wdttra  long  before. 

Hk  **  1609.  IF«r.—Cato  the  Elder  said,  war  should  oourisli 
^^PVitr.  The  senate  adopted  his  maxim,  and  their  generals 
^^pVactised  it.  We  hold  neither  to  maxim  nor  practice.  Every 
^^^Cmy  riiould  make  the  country  in  which  it  serves  support  it: 
^b(j  people  will  suffer,  but  suffering  is  the  consequence  of 
*ur.  and  better  that  others  should  suffer  than  ourselves, 
Howovcr,  a  proper  regulation  for  contributions,  and  the 
I  ««pping  of  all  marauding  by  the  soldiers,  would  enrich  our 
■'OWQ  country  and  not  oppress  the  invaded   one  to  a    de- 


LIFE  OP  CHARLES  JAMES  NAPIER.  [19«. 


■J 

m 


atnicuve  degree.  It  would  only  be  placing  tlie  income-tax 
on  our  neighbours  instead  of  ourselves,  and  that  only  for* 
campaign.  War  is  dreadful,  but  vhen  a  dreadTu]  tiling  ii 
to  be  done,  do  it  effectually,  and  if  we  do  the  evil  let  « 
take  the  good,  or  we  are  foolish  as  we  are  bad.  if  war  !»-  -^ 
to  be  made,  make  it  with  energy.  Gato  was  a  wise  and — ^ 
energetic  man ;  Cssar  agreed  wiUi  him,  and  Oresar  was  n  ^n 
cleverer  man  than  Cato :  Buonaparte,  greater  than  either_^ — , 
does  the  same. 

"  1809.     Popular  wars. — It  is  generally  found  that  waiig— i-"^ 

arising  from  popular  entliusiasm  have  been  excited  by  op ^ 

pression,  bad  government,  or  bad  faith ; — in  short  that  ih^^-^t 
populace  has  good  cause  for  anger.  Those  who  wish  toz:^Kj:( 
direct  popular  troops,  and  those  also  wbo  are  inclineJE^^o 
to  lend  assistance,  must  be  very  cautious,  or  else  i 
caution  entirely,  risking  all  on  chance.  The  heated  ima- 
ginations of  eulhusiosta,  who  are  generally  weak  men, 
no  reverses ;  each  has  victory  in  his  own  plan,  and  all  wilT  -^  " 
make  mountains  of  mole-hills,  and  mole-)iills  of  moun-  -^^' 
tains.  The  lost  is  indeed  a  minor  evil,  for  a  man  may  dare^'"^^*^ 
any  danger  snccessfully,  but  must  never  forget  to  estiroatc^ ^^^ 
accurately  his  own  powers.  False  estimates  are  the  cause  o.  ^c^f 
failure  in  all  such  entei-prizos.  Those  who  engage  in  their:*^*'' 
always  exaggerate  their  numbers  and  resources,  and  tu  de-^^*' 
ceive  yourself  is  to  fight  for  the  enemy.  Another  cause  o  ■«^^*'' 
failure  is,  that  when  eoraiog  to  action  every  man  is  con  m:^^' 
fident  in  his  own  particular  plan  and  will  not  pve  it  up,  ot  ^^^^ 
at  most  but  coldly  acts  on  his  neighbour's  plan:  hence  dis  ^^  * 
sensions,  the  cry  of  traitors,  and  all  the  evils  of  jarring  iu  M^^^^ 
lerests.  Mihtary  plana  require  despotism.  Great  men  mv^-^^ 
when  shackled  by  control  do  much,  but  ihey  would  dc^-^' 
more  if  unshackled. 

"  Id  popular  wars  you  must  not  attempt  to  form  armies  ^3^^< 
or  combine  movements,  unless  a  powerful  body  of  reguliu.  ^'' 
troops  is  akcady  embodied ;  in  which  cose  a  despotic  govern  -^^ 
neat  muat  diroot  all  the  t 
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I  of  tliis.  Instead  of  attempting  to  meet  the  disciplined 
riors  of  France  in  battle,  she  should  have  made  a  partlzau 
SiDiill  corps  of  foot  elioiild  have  acted  in  the  moun- 
,  fought  in  tlie  defiles,  and  watched  the  fords;  small 
ties  of  cnvalrv  should  have  eternally  harassed  the  enemy's 
■relics,  and  bent  up  liis  quarters  when  halted.  At  first 
;  parties  could  not  he  too  small ;  but  in  the  towns  every 
a»e  should  have  barricades,  be  pierced  with  loopholes,  and 
turned  into  a  redoubt  which  its  master  should  defend  or 
die.  Ten  to\nis  like  Zaragoza,  or  Gerona,  would  save 
Spun — one  if  that  were  Madrid.  In  the  plains  forage 
luiglkt  be  destroyed  or  collected  in  towns.  Cavalry  could 
not  get  it  in  mountains  occupied  by  active  pnrtizans,  who, 
as  lliey  acquired  experience,  would  gradually  become  formi- 
dable corps  equal  to  combined  movements.  The  armies  of 
France  could  then  only  gain  ground  with  loss  of  Mood, 
„  md  Uicjr  system  of  concentration  he  unavailing.  Armies 
I  could  not  pursue  a  hundred  men,  tbe  bodily  en- 
iQce  of  tlie  Spaniards  would  tell,  and  their  losses  he 
plied  by  a  present  population,  while  tliose  of  France 
i  only  be  repaired  from  a  distance  and  scantily  in  com- 

1810.  Commanders. — A  commander  should  concentrate 
Wa  own  forces,  divide  his  enemies,  and  never  think  himself 
strong  enough  when  he  can  be  stronger.  Yet  he  should 
tmembcr  that  aildil.ional  numbers  do  not  always  give 
strength.  He  should  never  voluntarily  attempt  anything 
*here  Ciiilure  would  be  ruin,  whatever  be  the  temptalion : 
■•«  may  however  be  forced  to  do  so.  Attempt  anytliing, 
more  daring  the  better,  if  you  can  bear  defeat.  But 
ly  vben  you  do  attack  do  it  with  all  possible  fury:  be 
"bidden  and  rapid,  and  if  possible  unexpected.  Always 
'«.lack  if  you  cannot  avoid  an  action.  Aud  when  you  do 
wuck  throw  your  whole  power  also  upon  one  point,  and 
|Wt  that  point  bo  a  decisive  one,  the  day  is  your  own  if 
Wka  cuned :  your  other  points  oro  safo,  because  your  enemy 
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cannut  maiuttkin  his  ^uund,  luuch  less  advance,  if  the  key       \ 
of  bis  position  be  in  your  power,  even  tliougb  be  sliould  b«        1 
successfiil  everywbere  else.     If  ihe  key  point  can  be  tunie«l 
it,  is  still  better,  and  there  ore  many  ways  of  attacking     ' 
position  abstractedly. 

"  Let  your  guiding  principles  be  first  to  form  plans  ^ 
campol^  on  the  largest  scale  possible;  then  to  have  vo^Lit 
army  compact,  nnd  your  movements  well  combined.  conce"*o- 
trie  and  rapid.  If  your  enemy  is  strongest,  fall  on  b^^s 
weakest  points  and  avoid  bis  strong  ones.  If  you  are  mc^*^ 
powerful,  fasten  on  bis  vitala  and  destroy  Iiim.  If  he  is 
strong  provoke  him  to  separate  ;  if  be  is  weak  drive  him  t" 

a  comer.  Never  separate  your  own  force  unless  your  ^Me- 
tacbraentii  ore  equal  to  the  enemy's,  and  even  then  it  is  bi_*o, 
though  sometimes  it  must  be  done — tlie  fable  of  tho  bnncSle 
of  sticks  ought  always  to  be  in  a  general's  mind.  The  pJi^™u» 
W  strike  at  your  enemy  ia  not  so  much  where  you  are  si_-^»» 
of  BueoeBB  in  haille.  os  where  your  blow  will  be  decisive  w 
the  consequences.  Suppose  an  army  has  only  one  road  ^T 
which  he  receives  supplies;  if  he  preserves  that,  the  b&  ^W- 
ing  his  left  or  right  or  oenlro  may  be  glorious,  yet  will  be 
unavaihng — he  remains  in  the  field :  but  once  gain  tfc3"* 
road  and  all  is  over.  These  things  appear  simple,  buC  '**^H 
few  generals  do  we  find  able  to  act  on  them !  ^^H 

"  Is  your  army  of  cavalry  or  infantry  cbipfly  ?  If  ^^^^ 
former,  take  the  open  plains  if  you  can.  If  the  lal*^*' 
an  intersected  country  should  be  generally  preferred ;  ■C3'>' 
that  depends  more  on  your  enemy's  force  tlian  yout  o*''"'' 
indeed  on  so  many  things  tliat  to  say  absolutely  w^fr" 
sltould  be  done  is  folly — uircumstanoes  must  direct.  Dc^"' 
ever  ibe  first  of  all  objects  is  the  commissarial,  Y*^"' 
troops  may  wrest  anus  out  of  tbo  enemy's  bonds,  ouiS-  '' 
they  fiul  they  can  run;  but  if  they  want  Ibod  the  gHm«y  " 
up,  they  must  surrender.  The  means  of  securing  food  la-*^*' 
therefore  be  fixed,  not  left  to  chance  or  promises.  J'*'' 
general  shoukl  he  auru,  il'  it  is  iu  bis  power ;  if  it  ia  neV  ^' 
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^  ^ve  up  all  at  onoe ;  uoleBs  tfae  nntare  of  affiurs  de- 
ituids  the  riskiog  the  destruction  of  his  army.  Lord  Wel- 
agtoD  did  BO  in  Portugul,  whether  properly  or  not  is  for 
UBB  who  know  how  things  stood  to  judge — I  do  not. 
^^piscipline  should  be  enforced  with  rigour ;  deitth  is  the 
^kffectual  punishment  on  service:  the  life  of  a  criminal 
Br  not  be  thought  of  wht-n  it  gains  a  point  of  far  more 
Bportanoe  Ltiaa  a  post,  in  attacking  which  a  hundred 
Doooraltle  men  may  fall.  Discipliue  la  necessary  for  health, 
tr  safety,  for  combinations,  for  keeping  up  numbers,  seeing 
Mi  tlie  loss  of  men  killed,  or  taken  singly,  in  consequence 
f  j^tuderiog  and  drink,  is  inconceivable  :  policy  and  huma- 
ity  to  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  the  seat  of  war  commarul 
Ut  oaaranders  should  die  without  mercy.  But  the  supply 
t  food  must  be  sufficient  or  discipline  goes,  no  man  will 
larve  for  fear  of  bciug  shot:  the  commissary  is  the  very 
kfe  of  an  army ;  if  hie  department  goea  wrong  the  general 
«a.do  nothing,  dJBorganizfltion  and  disease  follow  his  neg- 
ecL  A  general  should  also  watch  the  drill  of  his  army,  but 
iui  is  the  easiest  part  of  his  duty.  Regiments  must  how- 
ever take  all  means  of  perfecting  and  adiipting  it  to  the 
niuntry  acted  in. 

"  With  these  precautions  a  general  may  take  the  geld  with 
'Onfidence  in  himself,  if  he  is  also  cautious,  daring,  active, 
iecatful,  searohing  his  enemy  with  spies  in  all  directious, 
l)ttt  giving  little  credit  to  their  stories,  save  where  corro- 
bonted  by  circumstances,  or  on  proved  lidehty.  He  should 
WV|tiin  «ccurati<  personal  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
Malts  his  stair  (le])tvrtn)euts  do  the  same.  When  in  move- 
Bleat,  let  him  be  careful  to  prevent  his  troops  being  kept 
Mwidiifg  long  uudur  arms;  wailing  either  for  quarters  at  the 
*nd.  or  for  orders  at  Uie  beginning  of  a  march :  nothing 
mwre  harassing  to  men  and  officers,  nothing  ao  likely  to 
I  siuknese  in  hot,  cold,  or  wet  cUmates.  Seize  all 
bicatiDg  hquors  when  they  can  bo  found,  and  let  them 
dialely  distributed  as  for  as  may  be  without  injury; 
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if  iliat  can't  he,  destroy  them,  for  to  guard  them  with  Eng-       ' 
lish  ti'oops  is  Impossible. 

"Guard  well  againBt  surprize;  lo  be  surprized  is  ines.' 
cusable  iu  a  general,  U'  it  happens  from  his  neglect  ot 
proper  posts :  if  his  troops  are  surprized  in  good  posts  tbey 
must  be  in  a  dreadful  state,  which  can  hardiv  be  the  fault  ^' 
any  one  but  the  general.  Never  cull  a  council  of  war;  * 
general  is  to  command  bis  officers,  not  to  obey  the«^- 
This  need  not  prevent  his  receiving  the  opinion  of  AM^^ 
officer,  or  of  every  officer,  in  regitrd  to  their  peculm  * 
duties.  Leave  every  officer  power  and  responsibility  ^ 
his  own  post,  according  to  his  worthiness.  A  genev^ 
publicly  avows  Iiis  embarrassments  when  he  tells  inlai*r 
officers  he  does  not  know  what  to  do,  and  that  tbcy  i-^i- 
his  army  loses  confidence,  magnifies  every  difficulty,  a.:»3d 
either  becomes  panic-stricken  or  despises  the  chief,  *' 
both.  Ill  council  also  each  will  believe  he  knows  bet*-® 
than  his  neighbour,  and  be  dissatisfied  if  bis  ndvice  iscs.4J( 
followed.  The  man  who  says — Do  that  because  I  ord*' 
you,  is  obeyed  witli  confidence  and  decision.  What  wotaJo 
not  Mariborough  have  done  but  for  the  councils  of  w»i 
which  the  Dutch  deputies  forced  on  him !  Lord  WellingC^" 
assembled  one  council  of  war  in  tlie  Peninsula,  but  only  "^ 
hear  all  that  could  be  urged  ngaiust  a  resolution  he  Lx'^ 
taken ;  fur  it  was  said  the  geuerals  were  unanimous,  and.  <" 
two  hours  after  orders  were  issued  for  a  march  direffl*'y 
opposed  to  their  opinion  !  As  to  fighting  battles  Mara*^"' 
Saxe  said  they  were  won  by  legs  more  than  arms,  »JW 
certainly  battles  are  decided  by  rapid  well-directed  maiv^fc^ 
more  than  anytliiug  else ;  but  I  do  not  see  much  wisd  ^^^ 
in  (he  apothegm,  for  it  is  the  head  arras  and  legs  united  it^^ 
win  battles,  and  not  any  one  of  them.  The  head  I'** 
clearly  the  best  share,  for  the  best  legs  and  aims  with  a  t^" 
bead  will  rarely  conquer,  whereas  bad  legs  and  arms  witT*  ' 
good  head  may. 

"  1810.    French  ojicers. — Tboaa  of  the  infantry  diisW" 
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bate  their  clothes  amongst  the  men  of  their  companies,  one 
carries  a  shirt  another  stockings  &c. :  thus  they  have  an  ex- 
celleDt  kit  and  no  haggage  horse.  By  this  arrangement,  in 
in  army  of  fifty  regiments,  there  are  1000  horses  or  there- 
abouts less  to  provide  for:  hy  what  trifles  are  great  ohjects 
attained !  What  is  there  in  military  knowledge  too  minute, 
or  too  extended  for  a  general's  attention!  A  French 
general  sends  officers  of  trust,  aware  of  the  importance 
of  accuracy  as  to  time  and  facts,  to  hear  orders  for  com- 
bined movements,  and  their  staff  are  selected  for  talents 
and  experience  united ;  not  for  their  youth,  ignorance, 
and  imbecility,  as  in  our  army — displayed  in  vanity,  imper- 
tinence, and  blunders  on  all  occasions.  A  French  quarter- 
master general  is  not  distinguished  by  his  dangling  sabre- 
tache. High  Wycombe  drawing-book,  and  fine  ass's  skin, 
and  ass's  head,  with  which  he  makes  rapid  sketches  equally 
deficient  in  clearness  and  accuracy.  Nor  do  French  soldiers 
stand  for  hours  unsheltered  in  a  town,  while  the  quarter- 
oaster  generals  are — taking  care  of  themselves.  That  a 
proper  staff  is  the  hinge,  on  which  a  general  must  turn  his 
•ray,  seems  never  to  have  been  attended  to  by  us.  The 
Ignorance  of  regimental  details  and  of  tactics  is  conspicuous 
ni  our  staff,  who  are  generally  young  men,  heaven -bom 
g^erals,  fit  to  command  armies  but  unable  to  quarter  a 
legiment,  because  they  seldom  know  how  many  companies 
It  eoQfiists  of. 

"Bermuda,  1812.  Conguest. — When  a  great  nation  has 
conqaered  another  nation  it  should  never  despoil  it  of  its 
^^Quunental  riches — such  as  statues,  paintings  &c.  In  these 
Matters  there  is  a  pride,  which  being  hurt  breeds  innumerable 
••i^es.  To  see  those  things  in  the  capital  of  conquerors 
•Xcites  envy  in  all  beholders,  bitter  grief  with  a  rancorous 
spirit  of  Yengeance  in  the  despoiled  :  and  in  those  who  have 
^  lost  them,  pity  for  the  sufferers  and  fear  for  themselves. 
G»«at  nations  should  rule  by  great  deeds.  Are  we  tlierefore 
to  conquer  with  loss  of  men  and  money  and  have  no  re- 
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?     No  !  Look  to  the  man  nnt  liia  pietores.    Giv* 


compense 

Jiim  his  house,  his  Btatues,  his  family;  give  ibe  nauo« 
its  edifices,  flatter  its  pride,  leave  its  laws  unnlicred,  «^' 
give  laws  more  congenial  lo  its  desires.  Take  control  <^f 
the  armies,  navies,  resouroes,  and  direct  the  puise  to  tV=>e 
people's  advantage  if  yon  can,  but  direct  it  so  as  to  makc-  «. 
if  possible,  the  people's  interesfl  yonr  own  :  the  yoke  ehoiL3d 
be  not  only  easy  but  pleasant.  Trust  bumao  nature  for  t^^Q 
rest,  she  rnnver  lets  patrioUam  rule  the  multiiuda  in  oppos^^- 
tion  to  pereonnl  comfort  and  interest.  A  great  conqueri^rrig 
nation  sfaoitld  sacrifiue  all  minor  things  to  strength  a^csl 
magnanimity ;  which  will  not  however  always  square  wS.  lii 
honesty,  because  no  generosity  afterwards  can  wash  out  t  '•e 
first  guilt  of  unprovoked  conquest.  Neverthelras,  p»  ~^^ 
riofaes  and  be  poor  ;  give  plenty  though  at  your  DiomenUM-T^ 
cost :  let  your  chain  be  golden,  or  at  least  gilt,  and  you  iii  ^ 
rule  the  world. 

"  Such  has  been  onr  conduct  in  Fortngal,  yet  from  bc=^" 
dental  circumstances,  not  from  a  dige.sted  system.  We  hm-"*" 
flattered  their  vanity  and  deprived  them  of  no  public  custcr^™ 
or  ornament;  we  meddled  not  with  thear  religion;  wep^^^ 
ilieir  soldiers  when  their  own  prince  did  not ;  and  we  mi^^' 
have  done  much  more  on  a  sound  system,  but  we  always  r^'^ 
on  the  confined  base  of  present  expediency.  We  mi^^' 
have  regulated  their  whole  civil  government  and  foundet^  ' 
fnv  nation,  entirely  and  truly  regenerating  ili em  as  a  peop^'^- 
while  we  made  ibcir  interests  inseparable  from  our  own.  I 
adduce  Portugal  because  I  know  it,  and  because  it  is  a  prC^'' 
thai  conquest  may  be  made  easy  :  for  disgoise  it  as  we  m^*!' 
WD  ore  really  conquerors  of  the  Portugese  in  this  wmt. 

"  How  unwise  the  policy  of  France  appears  iu  [Hllagi  ^"K 
llu>  oountriL-s  she  subdued !  Her  bankruptcy  at  itw  ^^"^ 
Toluiion  may  be  some  excuse,  but  not  for  the  lengtli  ^  ** 
has  gone.  I  am  not  of  those  who  abuse  everything  Krenw-*' 
but  her  trcaliuent  of  Italy,  of  Spain,  of  SwitzcrloC ''' 
mu   unwise  as   it  was  wicked.      I  should   feel   Terr  d-*'' 


tta^  Teir.]        BPOCH  VIII.— MILITARY  COLLEGE.  289 

trostfol  of  my  opinions  on  this  subject,  were  it  not  confirmed 
by  two  things.  First,  the  erroneous  policy  of  France  as  to 
Spain  has  been  proved.  Not  that  I  say  with  our  English 
cabinet,  that  the  Peninsula  is  saved  because  the  battle  of 
Salamanca  has  been  won;  but  the  continued  struggles  of 
tbe  Spaniards,  the  admirable  improvement  of  the  Portuguese 
amy,  the  talent  of  Lord  Wellington,  and  the  favour  he 
gains  with  the  Spanish  people,  who  are  hourly  and  boldly 
Mserting  their  freedom  against  the  hateful  domination  of 
priesthood — because  of  these  things  I  say  France  must  be 
io  doabt  of  her  success.  She  has  therefore  acted  errone- 
oasly,  seeing  that  her  loss  has  been  dreadful,  and  to  no  pur- 
pose. Again :  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  its  accord- 
ance with  a  maxim  admitted  by  the  wisest  and  greatest  of 
nan,  viz.  That  no  policy  can  be  so  advantageous  to  a 
Bation  as  justice.  This  maxim  would  indeed  never  admit 
of  conquest,  or  of  war,  save  in  self-defence ;  but  in  the 
straggle  with  France  we  cannot  help  handling  somewhat 
nmghly  the  rights  of  our  smaller  neighbours. 

"Bermuda.  Alexander  the  Great. — He  warred  against 
4e  Persians  334  years  before  Christ,  and  it  is  remarkable 
4»t  the  two  most  renowned  warriors  of  history  should 
ba?e  commenced  their  great  enterprizes  with  such  small 
•nnies.  Alexander  invaded  Persia  with  only  80,000  foot, 
uid  5000  horse :  Hannibal  entered  Italy  with  but  20,000 
foot  and  6000  horse.  How  much  more  depends  upon  the 
^ief  than  on  the  numbers  of  an  army !" 

This  reflection  made  at  so  early  a  period,  will  be  found, 
^^y  years  afterwards,  brilliantly  exemplified  by  his  own 
^^nishing  victories  on  one  scene  of  Alexander's  exploits. 
Bat  he  thus  continues. 

"Alexander's  mode  of  warfare  indicates,  that  the  vast 
fka  he  executed  was  pre-calculated  and  did  not  spring 
taiely  from  success.  At  first  he  moved  along  the  coast  of 
^  Propontis,  because  Mount  Ida  was  naturally  strong, 
ttd  Memnon  was  there,  well  fortified,  and  having  also  pre- 


pared  obatncles  nn   ihe  coftBt  of  ihe  ^geao  Sefl. 
march  eastward,  wlikh  hting  much  longfir  was  quite  unex- 
pected, Alexander  turned  aJI  those  obstacles. 

"  At  the  Granicua,  being  opposed,  contrnry  lo  Meranon's 
advice,  he  conuemrated  lifs  force  on  the  right  and  defealed 
the  Persians  ;  that  ia  the  Persian  king's  army,  for  the  faicrs 
were  chieBy  Greek  mercenaries,  and  Meiunon  was  a  Grwk. 
After  the  victory  he  divided  his  forces,  and  with  one  half 
took  Sardis  and  all  the  towns  along  the  ^genn  coast ;  bnt 
by  that  time  the  enemy  htid  collected  on  the  frontier  of  Syria 
under  Darius ;  whereupon  Alexander  concentrated  his  wit- 
tered forces,  marched  upon  Dariua,  and  defeated  liim  »' 
Issus. 

"  Two  things  are  noticeable  here. 

"First,  Alexander  had  grown  careless  team  conqiie* 
and  from  dt'ficiency  of  intelligence ;  Darius  display'iB 
talent  and  activity,  got  in  his  rear,  seixed  the  Annnnlo  gni^t 
and  nearly  got  the  Syriiui  gate  also.  Tbese  were  the  only 
passes  through  ibe  mountains  by  which  Alexander  coul^ 
retreat.  The  danger  was  seen,  and  the  fault  reniedjeil  by 
a  rapid  night  march,  which  placed  Alexander's  army  at  the 
Syrian  ga(#  before  Danus  could  get  U:  Alexander  WiW 
then  have  declined  a  battle  if  he  chose,  but  that  was  not  bi* 
game  and  he  attacked. 

"  The  second  noticeable  thing  was  the  judgment  "ito 
which  be  did  attack.  Darius  drew  up  his  forces  with  ^ 
right  to  the  sea,  his  left  resting  on  the  mouniaitis,  his  froW 
covered  by  the  Issus.  Alexander  fell  on  the  Pereians' !«" 
with  the  greatest  part  of  his  troops,  leaving  Pannenio  on  his 
own  left  with  the  cavalry,  lo  moke  the  beat  flghl  he  couW' 
If  defeated,  Aleximder  could  have  gotten  inloilie  monnKiiW- 
and  by  his  right  have  reached  the  previously-conipieiwl 
countries;  or  Greece  by  a  detour;  for  his  left  being  w«k 
would  have  been  first  beaten,  and  its  reirenl  have  been  pw 
tecled  by  his  right.  Had  he  taken  a  diflereut  eourw  Ms 
right  would  have  first  retired,  aud  bis  whole  amiy  baui- 
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thrown  back  on  the  sea,  or  into  the  plains  of  Mesopotamia, 
where  it  would  have  been  destroyed.  Victorious,  he  equally 
gained  by  this  disposition;  for  he,  as  actually  happened, 
threw  tbe  Persian  army  on  to  the  sea  and  destroyed  the 
greater  part.  Having  won  the  battle,  he  marched  along 
the  coast  of  Phoenicia,  gaining  many  ports  and  ships;  then 
he  took  Egypt,  and  thus  getting  the  whole  coast  formed  a 
huge  fleet,  and  cut  Darius  off  from  the  Persian  party  in 
Greece,  which  under  Demosthenes,  and  others,  had  been 
hitherto  very  dangerous:  and  it  had  been  the  able  Mem- 
non's  plan  to  invade  Macedonia. 

"Few  things  more  strongly  mark  Alexanders  vast  de- 
signs and  genius  than  the  way  he  treated  the  people  of  the 
woqaered  districts,  always  making  them  his  warm  friends. 
Paosanias  says  he  never  erected  trophies,  though  usual  then. 
The  only  difference  to  the  conquered  was  that  they  changed 
•D  old  king  who  made  them  pay  heavy  tribute  and  never 
*aw  them,  for  a  young  one  who  was  among  them,  and 
exacted  much  less  in  tribute.  He  gave  them  great  com- 
mands, and  he  was  liberal,  but  withal  very  oeconomical,  and 
^ous  to  prevent  all  expence  that  was  not  useful  and  just : 
^ery  generous  but  not  extravagant. 

"Having  secured  his  rear  and  all  the  sea  communications 

^th  Greece,  he  pressed  forward  into  the  heart  of  Darius' 

^pire,  and  beat  him  at  Arbela,  by  attacking,  as  usual,  with 

^  own  force  concentrated.    Being  much  outnumbered,  he 

^^)layed  two  equal  lines  so  as  to  be  able  to  form  squares 

^  case  the  Persians  surrounded  him,  and  with  this  fDrma- 

^on  first  bore   down  on  their  centre ;   but  so  obliquely 

^^ards  his  own  right  as  to  compel  them  to  make  a  flank 

^OTement  to  prevent  his  gaining  their  flank,  and  at  that 

foment  attacked  them :  the  battle  was  well  contested,  but 

^  won  it.     His  motive  for  obliqueing  when  moving  against 

^bem,  was,  seemingly,  to  avoid  the  ground  they  had  cleared 

&r  their  chariots.    His  subsequent  movements  were  very 

l^id.    After  the  battle  he  took  Babylon  and  pursued  his 

?0L.  I.  M 
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conquests  to  India ;  and  it  is  a  proof  of  his  wisdom  thtt 
the  towns  he  built  have  most  of  them  remained  to  this 
day,  shewing  that  he  foresaw  the  channels  in  which  com- 
merce would  flow.  The  Egyptian  and  the  Paropamisan 
Alexandrias  were  the  most  noted;  but  the  works  begun 
and  proposed  at  Babylon,  just  before  his  death,  erinoed 
his  design  to  make  that  the  capital  of  the  world. 

"The  battle  of  the  Granicus  was  won  by  placing  the 
greatest  force  on  the  right,  so  that  his  attack  was  made  with 
troops  more  concentrated  than  that  of  the  enemy.  This 
seems  to  be  the  main  point  in  all  battles  :  for  you  thus 
overwhelm  a  certain  portion  of  the  enemy,  and  being  always 
compact,  can  meet  his  subsequent  efforts  to  recover  the  daj 
with  an  advantage  difficult  to  withstand,  as  the  enemj 
must  come  up  in  detail  to  reinforce  his  defeated  troops." 

That  Alexander's  policy  was  the  model  Charles  Napier 
had  in  mind  when  he  conquered  and  governed  Scinde,  ia 
very  clear  from  the  above  essay,  written  at  thirty  years  of 
age ;  and  if  it  displays  the  sagacity  of  a  youthful  hero,  the 
following  marginal  note  written  nearly  forty  years  after- 
wards, when  commander  in  chief  of  India,  shews  that 
age  bud  not  diminished  the  fire  of  his  genius. 

"  It  is  curious  that  I  should  have  written  this  in  Bermui* 
1812,  and  be  here  in  1860,  at  Simla,  having  just  returned 
from  passing  over  Alexander's  march  from  the  Indus  to  tb^ 
Hyphasis  !     I  am  at  the  head  of  an  army  larger  than  bi^  * 
but  I  am  more  than  double  his  age,  have  only  half  ^^ 
strength,  and  none  of  his  power.      If  I  had  his  powet  * 
would,  without  a  hundredth  part  of  his  genius,  go  near  l*** 
glory,  and  would  win  all  he  won —  and  more  ;  for  I  hav^  * 
better  army,  and  our  Europeans  amalgamate  better  with  t^^ 
natives  than  did  his  Greeks. 

'^Hannibal, — This  son  of  Amilcar  Barcas  marched  bo^ 
New  Carthage  in  Spain  to  attack  Italy.  He  passed  tb^ 
Pyrenees  with  60,000  foot,  9000  horse  and  some  elephant^ 
He  crossed  the  Bhone  and  the  Alps,  and  after  a  march  of 
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I  stadia  ia  five  months — fifteen  days  being  employed 
in  crossing  the  Alps— entered  Italy  with  only  20,000 
infautry,  (!000  cavnlry  and  some  elephants.  With  this 
small  array  whDt  did  ho  ntteitipt  ?  The  conquest  of  Italy 
from  tlio  Romans,  who  couid  with  iheir  allies  bring  into  the 
field  HOG, 000  men  in  arms!  and  he  maintained  the  wnr 
there  for  fifteen  years  ! ! 

"  Order  of  battle. — Jomini's  method  of  forming  three 
lines,  by  dividing  regiments  into  three  grand  divisions,  one 
behind  another,  would  sacrifice  fire  and  he  unhandy.  For 
English  troops  the  single  line,  two  deep,  has  been  found 
strong  enough.  If  men  have  solid  nerve,  that  formation  is 
sufficient;  if  tbey  have  not,  three  lines  will  equally  fail,  and 
the  rear  line  will  he  ehooting  the  front  lines.  If  you  distrust 
your  troops  the  column  is  best  to  break  an  adverse  hne, 
because  disorder  and  flight  from  line  is  destruction ;  whereas 
the  must  frightened  troops  can  keep  in  a  body,  and  be  able 
to  make  terms  if  not  able  to  resist  with  effect,  and  in  the 
attack  they  force  each  other  forward:  but  no  general  mle 
can  be  given  in  these  matters.  General  Jomini  seems  how- 
0  right  ns  to  keeping  men  more  collected  than  they 
^M  least  in  our  army.  Should  I  ever  command  an  army 
be  kept,  so  far  as  the  ground  will  admit,  in  a 
B-like  form,  which  may,  according  to  circumstances, 
mprefised  lo  an  ublong,  or  displayed  as  a  line.  When 
1  to  ai't  it  may  be  done  by  companies,  regiments 
rigndes,  according  to  the  need.  Six  regiments  are  in 
Une;  twelve  may  follow  in  straight  column  behind  each 
flank,  or  divergent  in  Echelon  ;  thus  offering  the  oblong  or 

Iiredge  form  as  the  ground  dictates.  Behind  the  centre 
|ld  march  ilie  reserve.  This  would  give  a  pliabiHty 
My  to  be  attained  by  any  other  formation,  seeing  that 
k  may  be  ofi'ered  to  tlie  front,  or  obliquely,  to  the  right 
■ft,  viihout  inconvenience.  The  artillery  and  cavalry 
R  Iw  placed  according  to  circumstanceB. 
I  H   S 
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"  Cavalry, — In  the  Britisb  army  we  have  not  considered 
this  arm  much  in  a  scientific  point  of  view ;  that  is  to  say, 
its  use  in  the  field  and  its  equipment,  as  suited  to  its  duties 
and  dependent  on  them.    Whatever  I  have  seen  on  this  sub- 
ject has  been  confined  to  manoeuvring  of  small  bodies ;  out- 
post duties  which  cannot  be  taught  by  books ;  and  stabh 
duties,  or  discussing  the  shape  of  a  carabine,  or  some  sue! 
trifling.     My  object  is  to  sketch  a  general  view  and  leavi 
such  details  to  those  who  like  to  dwell  on  them :  they  ar  -  *e 
doubtless  of  consequence,  but  do  not  amuse  me.      As  t>-  — in 
manoeuvres,  the  British  cavalry  does  not  seem  to  me  defifS- 
cient ;  and  as  to  stable  duties,  a  healthy  horse  wants  littUETle 
more  than  food.     What  is  to  be  done  when  he  is  sick  ?  I 

cannot  say,  being,  thank  Grod  !  neither  a  doctor  nor  a  fair.^HU'- 
rier ;  though  on  a  pinch  I  could  injure  a  horse  as  handil'  .^h 
as  most  cavalry  officers,  with  the  help  of  White  and  oth  ^^er 
veterinaries.  But  to  the  point.  It  appears  to  me  that  *  in 
battle  infantry  must  have  the  greatest  effect,  but  cavalry  in 

the  campaign.     In    the   British   army  we  know   little  o{ 

the  use  of  cavalr}',  and  our  cavalry  officers  are  perhaj — 2ps 
the  least  informed  on  the  subject :  we  have  not  war  enoug^B^'i 
to  teach  them. 

•*  Infantry  grow  accustomed  to  cavalry,  but  the  tendeD       ^J 
of  cavalry  is  to  become  fearful :  this  a  good  general  shoi^^'^ 
take  great  pains  to  obviate.     The  infantry  soon  learn  tb^  &^ 
close  formation  and  steadiness  gives  them  safety  ;  they  ta^^^ 
advantage  of  groimd,  and  thus  gain  confidence;    but  t^^^ 
oavalry  must  lose  it,  because  they  find  the  foot  soldier  gr^r^^w 
firmer  in  resistance,  and  delivering  a  closer  fire.     Th-"**^ 
attacks  become  more  dangerous  for  man  and  horse,  a:^^^ 
both  btvi^me  faint-hearted,  the  dispute  is  finally   decii^^ 
by   the  cv^mplete  superiority  of  the  musquet  and  bayoi::^-^^ 
over  the  sabre.     One  simple  fact  will   account  for  th.:5^" 
*rh0  fiH»t  soldier  can  kill  his  adversary  at  some  hundr"^^ 
vanls:  the  horseman  cannot  hurt  his  enemy  until  the  Iat&^^ 
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isniUiin  resch  of  his  sword,  snd  tben  bix  foot  soldiers  are 
opposed  to  each  file  of  horsemen  !  Is  it  fair  to  expect  they 
should  cope  with  such  odds  for  any  length  of  time  ? 

"  I  do  not  mean  that  cavalry  are  not  to  charge  infantry  ; 
tbey  must  charge  anything  they  are  ordered  to  charge,  and 
y  will  frequently  break  and  annihilate  infantry :  moreover, 
(  may  be  requisite  to  charge  with  the  certainty  of  defeat, 
e  not  points  becoming  for  cavalry  to  consider,  they 
■wholly  belong  to  the  general ;  my  aim  is  to  ahew  that  in- 
fantry will  have  greater  force  in  battle  than  cavalry.  It  may 
be  aaid  that  artillery  will  break  the  infantry :  but  the  latter 
Itave  artillery  also,  and  my  decided  opinion  is  that  infantry, 
even  in  line,  may  oppose  cavalry ;  particularly  when  acci- 
<leot£  of  ground  cover  their  flanks,  in  want  of  which  a  com- 
^laoy  wheeled  back  will  answer  the  purpose.  I  will  go  fur- 
Xbor,  and  will,  after  a  deal  of  personal  service  in  the  infanlry, 
6ay  tliat  a  line  cliarged  over  by  cavalry  will,  if  the  men  do 
not  endeavour  to  escape  by  flight,  lose  very  few,  and  will 
£nnlly  beat  the  cavalry.  Artillery  therefore  makes  little 
difference,  and  solid  formations  are  not  osseuiial,  though 
preferable.  Cavalry  may  nevertbelesB  act  with  prodigious 
effect  accidentally — great  conduct,  and  great  misoonduct  will 
not  submit  to  principles. 

"  The  great  advantages  of  cavalry  are  lliese. 

"  1".  When  an  enemy  is  beaten  its  us©  in  pursuit  in 

fitted. 
2\  If  the  enemy  is  victorious,  cavalry  covers  the  retreat. 
ihia  much  may  he  said,  more  than  these  notes  will  admit 
Their  obvious  services  would  be  in  flank  attacks  on  the 
**>09l  forward  of  the  pursuers,  ambuscades  &o.,  and  also  to 
B«ve  the  rear  from  flank  attacks;  but  it  would  require  more 
^kitowledge  ilian  I  possess  to  say  all  that  cavalry  can  do  in  a 

^^^p^  8*.  What  cavalry  can  defend  in  a  retreat  they  can  attack 

^^^**  »  pursuit :  superiority  in  cavalry  will  therefore  be  very 

■^i.xiisive  in  a  battle  or  a  campaign.     For  if  the  beaten  army 
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has  that  Buperiority  the  general  may  palliate  bis  losses,  tea* 
dering  them  of  amall  consequeDce.    If  the  victorious  genenl  I 
lias  the  superior  cnvalrj-,  Le  will  probably  gaiu  more  by  tl 
pursuit  ihim  the  Ticlory  itself. 

"4°.  The  greatest  effect  on  a  campaign  by  o  skilful  use  of  i 
cavalry,  will  be  to  employ  it  on  the  flank  of  an  enemy,  an^  I 
even  Jn  Lis  rear.  Two  points  are  thus  gained.  Your  cavalry, 
having  great  tracts  of  ground  to  act  in,  is  more  easily  sup — 
plied  than  when  concentrated,  and  requiring  supplies  to  comt^^ 
up  to  it  instead  of  going  to  those  eupplies,  meanwhile  actin^^J, 
offensively.  Again  :  your  opponent  is  in  constant  fear  fo«r--^l 
his  supplies,  and  must  send  forces  to  protect  Item.  If  sac  — ;_j- 
cessful,  the  danger  of  attack  renders  the  march  slow,  an^^^od 
weakens  his  army  mors  than  yonr  cavalry  detaclimena_^  ut 
weakens  you ;  for  his  can  only  rejoin  slowly  with  the  coik=^<ii- 
voys,  while  yours  can  rapidly  rejoin  the  main  body,  and  i.M:  in 
combined  movements  a  junction  often  requires  but  a  ver^^sry 
short  march. 

"  Expoditiona  of  this  kind  would  form,  and  bring  oi»-^cDiit 
men  of  enterprize  in  every  class,  offering  glorj-  for  office"^^»ers 
end  non-commissioned  oiBcers,  sufficient  to  civate  gre  ■^^■eat 
emulation  and  intellectual  exertion;  exciting  also  in  tlie  p^  ^n- 
vates,  ft  daring  spirit  for  personal  achievement§  of  slnrng.  .^^''b 
and  courage.  To  all  ranks  the  booty  would  be  an  alluremeiz^c  -nt, 
not  perhaps  acknowledged,  but  certainly  felt  by  officers  « 

well  as  men,  because  it  would  be  considerable.  ]f  any  okt-^hp 
disputes  this  last  point  he  shall  be  knocked  down  with  facr  ^^is- 
Are  not  the  navy  officers  of  the  same  men  and  fauiilies,  ai^ti-nd 
do  they  not  eagerly  seek  prize  money?  Ba\e  the  nrrB" — ™T 
ever  been  slack  when  they  had  claims  ?  But  never  shou^^^jld 
booty  be  taken  by  individuals.      To   successful   parties  " 

should  be  made  over  in  presence  of  the  army :  the  Roinair  -  — "* 
did  so,  and  they  clearly  understood  war  better  than  we  (^^Ba 
To  eay  some  people  will  plunder  is  fallacious:  make  it  l"— ^ 
interest  of  every  one  to  prevent  the  knaves,  and  euforee        ' 
severe  disciphne;   then  they  cannot  plunder  secretly,  a^tarf 
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dare  not  do  so  openly.  Nothing  is  more  hartful  to  an  army, 
than  individual  marauding,  nothing  more  useful  than  general 
booty  and  contributions. 

"Booty,  when  taken  by  the  troops,  should  be  divided 
amongst  them ;  contributions  should  be  used  for  the  supply 
of  the  army.  And  all  towns  taken  by  storm  should  give 
prize  money,  if  not  sacked ;  an  act  which  should  be  punished 
by  abundant  executions,  as  being  inconsistent  with  discipline, 
with  policy ;  and  lastly  with  humanity,  for  in  war  that  must 
come  last.  Plunder  or  booty,  is  absolutely  needful  in  some 
shape  or  other,  to  urge  the  soldiers  to  enterprize,  because 
interest  is  the  great  stimulant  of  human  nature.  A  guinea 
is  of  all  heroes,  of  all  politicians,  of  all  clever  fellows,  the 
most  heroic,  the  most  politic,  the  cleverest :  he  has  no  supe- 
rior except  two  guineas !  he  can  only  be  opposed  in  kind^ 
and  by  his  help  your  cavalry  will  be  formed — for  money 
makes  horses  as  well  as  mares  go. 

"With  regard  to  the  equipment  of  cavalry,  we  could 
hardly  alter  for  the  worse.  I  will  not  enter  into  details,  but 
the  chief  objects  are  to  have  two  classes,  viz.  light  dragoons 
and  heavy  dragoons ;  that  is  larger  men,  not  heavier  bag- 
8^.  All  should  have  straight  cut  and  thrust  swords, 
^rty-five  inches  in  the  blade,  and  light  musquets  for  acting 
on  foot  as  the  French  do.  No  trappings :  the  horse  must 
i^ot  be  killed  by  useless  weight  A  dragoon  should  have  no 
^t  hat  a  cloak,  a  pair  of  shoes,  two  flannel  shirts  and  a 
piece  of  soap.  These  wrapped  up  in  an  oilskin  would  go 
'^  the  right  holster  pipe,  and  a  pistol  in  the  left.  Thus  the 
'^CMBe  would  have  no  load  but  the  man  and  his  forage,  for 
^Uch  a  forage  bag  and  nose-bag  should  be  always  tied  on 
^  cantle.  Instead  of  this,  there  are  six  or  seven  pelisses, 
^H«,  coloured  boots,  dressing-cases,  undress  jackets,  half- 
di^  jackets,  and  half- undress  jackets,  on  the  back  of  an 
^lish  dragoon  horse,  making  a  weight  of  21  stone !  A 
'iftgoon  B  heavy  portmantle  is  now  as  heavy  as  his  whole  kit 
ought  to  be.     Of  the  dragoon's  dress-maker  general  I  dare 
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uot  speak,  but  he  is  clearly  not  a  horse,  or  lis  would  never 
so  load  one. 

"  The  English  horse  of  fifteen  to  sixteen  hands  cnniiot  be 
surpassed,  and  light  dragoonB  should  not  be  more  I.han  five 
feet  ten  inches  high  ;  even  that  is  too  tall  to  give  n  horse  full 
power.  Men  of  five  feet  eight,  or  five  feet  seven,  are  easily 
found  with  force  of  body  equal  to  encounter  taller  men  on 
foot ;  and  on  horseback  ihey  would  have  the  advantage  of 
being  hght,  at  least  the  horse  would,  who  I  consider  half,  if 
not  the  better  half  of  llie  dragoon.  But  the  thing  is  to  put 
what  Moore  called  the  'right  spirit'  into  the  man,  and  the 
light  weight  on  the  horse,  who  always  has  the  right  spirit 
when  he  gcla  fair  play.  The  heavy  dragoon  may  be  a 
taller  maa ;  but  why  have  a  different  horse  ?  There  is  a 
certain  description  of  horse  which  is  the  strongest  and  most 
active,  and  the  nearer  he  is  to  an  English  hunter  the  belter 
for  light  and  heavy  dragoons.  Wliy  mount  one  on  dray- 
horses,  die  other  on  cats  ?  Give  the  tallest  men,  not  the 
tallest  horse  but  the  most  powerful. 

"  To  make  cavalry  eflectivo  in  Uie  long  run  they  must 
move  rapidly,  and  for  that  they  must  be  light ;  therefore 
good  cavalry  consists  in  the  strong  horse  and  light  weight. 
Tliis  gives  one  beast  fair  play :  and  to  give  t'  other  beast  fair 
play  also,  teach  him  to  trust  to  his  swoid,  by  teaching  him 
how  to  use  it :  then,  when  a  rigid  course  of  discipline  has 
taught  him  to  follow  his  commander  in  a  charge,  he  will  tB- 
piiy  all  trouhle  and  espence  at  the  enemy's  cosL  The  abso- 
lute fort3o  of  cavalry  is  very  little:  for  what  becomes  of  the 
force  of  a  horse  when  struck  by  a  shot  ?  What  of  a  squa- 
dron when  many  horses  are  down  ?  No  t  it  is  cert«iuly  not 
I'orcc,  hut  rapid  movement  that  gives  cavalry  value,  the  «p- 
pliiiatiou  of  which  requires  tfumption  in  the  commander; 
the  poKpr  of  obeying  him  depends  on  the  weight  the  horw 
carries ;  (be  coura^  of  the  rider  depends  on  rigid  discip' 
in  a  polh^otivo  sense,  and  on  a  knowledge  of  hb  wet 
individual!  V. 
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"  The  forming  of  officere  is  perhaps  tho  moat  difficult 
part.  A  general  wnnta  neither  farriers  nor  jockies  for  ofBcera ; 
both  are  natural  consequences  of  being  a  good  cavalry 
ufficer ;  but  a  good  officer  is  not  a  consequence  of  being  a 
furrier  or  jockey.  To  form  English  cavalry  officers  they 
should  be  encouraged  to  serve  abroad  when  we  are  at  peace. 
War  alone  con  form  them.  No  eervioe  requires  experience 
fio  much,  and  our  officers  are  suddenly  thrown  into  very 
critical  situations  before  they  have  an  idea  of  war  :  this 
draws  on  tliem  unmerited  discredit.  Our  cavalry  have  thus 
been  mined,  and  some  old  German  regiments,  full  of  expe- 
rienced officers,  have  gained  more  credit  though  in  all 
qualities  but  experience  inferior  to  our  native  regiments: 
viidi  ei[ual  praetioe  our  cavalry  would  send  all  the  Freneli 
and  German  cavalry  to  the  devil !  We  have  no  general 
of  cavalry,  nor  shall  we  ever  have  while  tho  present  system 
Josts.  1  shall  probably  never  command  a  cavalry  regiment. 
l>ul  if  I  do  will  never  lose  sight  of  three  things — rigid  disci- 
pline for  the  body,  fencing  for  the  individual,  a  light  load 
ioT  the  horse.  As  to  exercise,  they  should  never  ho  dis- 
mounted when  llio  horse  could  carry  them  without  loss  of 
lealth  to  the  weakest  animal.  No  regiment  of  cavalry 
sliould  have  less  than  two  lioura'  drill  each  day,  hut  no 
Bunding  still  for  stupid  inspections. 

Kr  feel  BO  ignorant  as  to  the  full  usage  of  cavalry 
tnany  things  have  been  lell  uumentioned.  The  wide 
)  a  oavolry  officer  has  for  action  I  see,  but  not  clearly 
the  way  over  it — not  for  waul  of  roads,  but  from  tJie  re- 
Juajonce  of  them.  I  have  written  only  what  appears  to  my 
'I'iiixrienccd  eyes  the  chief  uses  of  cavalry,  and  pointed  out 
^k'  oousos  of  our  constant  defeats.  That  I  um  mistaken 
nnjr  easily  be ;  but  to  consider  the  subject,  and  note  one's 
'^flwiions.  is  the  only  way  to  come  at  knowledge  of  a  ser- 
T'l'e  a  iirnn  does  not  belong  to.  Where  is  the  diJlerenee 
litHreen  cavalry  and  light  infantry  ?  Well  I  despair — here 
^^^n  shut  up  in  Beimudo,  I  shall  never  command  an  army  ! 
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I  am  31  and  only  a  lieutenant-colonel,  at  that  age  Alexand^ 
had  conquered  the  world!" — In  Tndia,  long  afterwards, 
organized   and   taught   the  Scinde  horsemen  on  the 
ciples  here   laid   down,   and  their  excellence  thus   taug~ 
became  proverbial. 

"  Commander  of  a  regiment, — He  should  be  steady  in 
system,  that  which  demands  change  must  be  bad :  cfaaiMi^ge 
is  in  itself  an  evil  of  magnitude.  He  should. issue  as  <  ->w 
orders  as  possible ;  there  is  scarcely  a  greater  evil  than  lo^Hsng 
and  frequent  orders.  He  should  enforce  the  orders  he  i^mmoe& 
issue,  a  habit  of  obedience  is  the  great  spring  of  miUt  -^ 
arrangements;   but  when  subject  to  constant  orders  m<        ?d'8 

minds,  especially  young  minds,  become  fatigued  and  he ed* 

less:  disobedience,  or  at  best,  inattention  follows,  for  do 
commanding  officer  can  be  a  constant  spy  on  his  offic==  '^rs, 
— nor  would  it  become  liim  if  he  could.  How  then  <9Sl 
this  natural  weakness  of  men's  minds  be  met?  By  o^t 
overloading  them,  by  short,  simple,  and  few  orders,  by 
seeing  to  their  execution  and  making  severe  example^^  o^ 

• 

the  disobedient  in  matters  of  consequence.     Sharp  re-  ^n- 
mands  for  slight  neglects  are  necessary,  not  because        ^^ 
matter  signifies  much  in  itself,   but  that  a  habit  of    ^^^' 
obedience   grows,  and  steady  checking  makes  men   Ag^^^^ 
disobedience  more  than  the  trouble  of  duty:  they  re^^on 
thus — the   orders  are  few,  but  necessary,  I   am  bound  ^d 
honour  to  obey  tliem,  and  neglect  subjects  me  to  unplea^^^^ 
treatment.     When  tliis  feeling  arises,  a  lieutenant-colonel     1^ 
little  to  do  beyond  admonishing  the  careless ;  and  on  ser^^ 
he  will  find  that  wliile  others  are  overwhelmed  with  exeirtion 
and  yet  disobeyed,  he  and  those  under  him  scarcely  feel     ^ 
difference. 

"  This  is  real  subordination,  real  responsibility.     It  is  ^ot 
saying  to  a  Ueutcnant-colonel,  I  hold  you  responsible,  tba^ 
succeeds;   the  same  speech  goes   through   each  gradation 
down  to  the  drummer :  and  when  the  tiling  is  not  done,  the 
lieutenant- colonel,  being  responsible  to  the  general,  cannot 
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1^  (lie  mfljor  disobeyed  me,  for  that  would  bring  the  general 
and  the  drumboy  face  to  face  to  settle  the  matter,  which 
woald  be  the  reverse  of  responsibility.  The  coloiiel  should 
be  able  to  say  to  the  general ;  I  cannot  see  lliis  order  ex- 
ecuted with  my  own  eyes,  but  having  taught  my  officers  the 
necessity  of  obedience  I  will  be  responsible  for  its  execution. 
Here  is  the  true  *  chain  of  responsibility,'  which  is  not  to 
be  foDud  hy  throwing  your  own  duty  on  the  shoulders  of 
your  juniors.  Let  the  commander  do  hia  own  duty,  that  is 
the  (jrent  secrel,  nciiher  rewards  nor  punishments  have  so 
much  effuct  ns  example.  In  battle,  a  leader  who  cries  For- 
ward may  see  his  men  fly  disgracefully ;  but  he  who  sword 
Klwid  rashes  on  the  enemy  will  generally  be  followed. 
KThe  fewer  reprimands  the  fewer  punishments,  and  more 
K ;  notbiug  mure  disagreeable  to  oneself,  nothing  more 
less  than  scolding — it  i.s  weak  and  contemptible.  The 
■voice  of  a  commander  should  seldom  be  heard  in  anger,  and 
theu  il  will  be  feared  and  heeded  ;  if  frequent  it  will  excite 
Tidicule,  often  indignntion :  its  course  is  first  teazing,  then 
impertinent,  ungentlcmanlike,  finally  unjust  and  intiulling ; 
tli«50  an  apology  is  due  to  the  misused  person,  and  you  are 
no  longer  respected.  No  man  can  behave  unlike  a  genlle- 
TOMi  to  a  gentleman  wiilioiit  rendering  salisfiiciion ;  but  a 
oiimiiiander  is  not  expected  to  fight  a  duel  for  executing  his 
daty,  however  harsh  it  may  be,  in  a  gentlemanlike  manner. 
I  have  loid  a  mnu  he  was  a  blackguard  because  I  bad  proof 
«rf  iiis  being  so,  and  it  was  my  duty  not  to  mince  the  matter : 
^Hfe  cbailfuged  me,  as  he  did  not,  I  would  not  have  fought, 
^^^p  in  a  passion  I  had  called  him  a  blackguard  when  he 
^^Kiott  then,  having  lost  my  dignity  of  office,  the  conse- 
^^■kKfl  must  have  been  fighting  or  begging  pardon,  both  dis- 
^Bl>ble  things:  thank  God  I  never  bad  to  do  one  or  the 
^|w.  SuL'h  are  the  residts  of  habitual  ruaing,  but  im  occa- 
*ionnl  touch  np  is  invigorating :  only  let  it  ooine  out  at  once 
^■"  ihc  devil,  jiail.  rain,  thunder  and  lightning !  When  this 
'ijnitified  by  the  matter,  it  never  creates  enemies  or  discon- 
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tent.     British  officers  nou't  bear  insult,  but  tliey  know  H^H 
«luty  must  be  done,  and  idle  fellows  are  tlms  worked  up.   The 
soldiers  tire  the  same,  and  tbis  makes  tbem  liglit  so  well. 
They  all  go  iutu  acUou  as  comrades,  uot  aa  despots  and 
slaves. 

"  1809.  Soldiirrs  Marriages. — Tbissubjeclreqairesmach 
arrangement  and  attention,  and  recoives  none.  It  affects  tlie 
health,  mornlity,  and  strength  of  oiir  army  in  various  nays; 
such  as  desertion,  population,  and  other  points.  My  general 
ideas  shall  be  set  down,  but  I  have  not  considered  the  sub- 
ject much,  nor  am  I  able  perhaps  to  discuss  it  properly: 
au  able  man  could  however  serve  his  country  matenaUy  by 
taking  it  in  hand.  Marriage  should  be  encouraged,  bat  j 
woman  should  be  allowed  to  embark  with  a  service  ejq 
tion.  Going  to  the  colonies  or  foreign  garrisons  woul 
different.  Regiments  should  generally  be  stationnry 
Kngland,  keeping  to  their  own  counties,  in  each  of  wliicb  a 
woman's  barrack  should  be  built,  and  a  manufactory  should 
be  esublished,  or  at  least  some  means  for  industry  \ 
schools  for  tlie  children.  The  boys  educnted  fur  the  i 
and  the  girls,  if  they  married  soldiers,  should  have  a  f 
ment  portion.  These  barracks  should  have  a  sn]ieritllead|j 
to  be  also  tlio  barrack-master,  wi  til  r.ink  of  captain,  and  al«i 
an  old  or  disabled  officer.  Under  liim  the  scboolmastic^ 
mistress,  tlie  former  a  retired  officer  or  non-eommisGiol 
officer ;  the  latter  a  widow,  or  wife  of  a  deserving  retired 
officer  or  non-commissioned  officer,  who  would  have  obtained 
a  commission  if  be  had  remained  in  service.  Thus  « 
many  children  be  well  reared  for  the  army  in 
villages.  Desertion  would  nearly  cease,  the  wompi 
ba  too  comforlnble  to  behave  ill,  and  the  men. 
married,  would  not  have  monev  for  drinking,  and 
lie  more  healthy:  their  wives,  rescued  from  debaudi 
would  have  more  and  stronger  children,  and  their  joS 
labour  would  enable  them  to  Uve  well. 

"  TluB  amLii{;emeBt  for  obildreu  is  founded  od  t  c 
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Hwi  mnde  by  my  faliier,  nnd  given  by  me  to  Mr.  WindLnm, 
at  Mr.  Fox's  desire :  it  would  shew  a  great  public  saving, 
wlien  the  oxpeuce  of  the  boys  is  balanced  against  the  bounty 
now  given  to  an  equal  number  of  recruits,  with  the  expences 
i>f  scndiDg  ihem  to  regtmenta.  The  population  would  be 
■□creased  instead  of  being  reduced  by  the  size  of  our  tirmy, 
which  woatd  itself  be  augmented  in  numbers  and  efficiency 
by  increase  of  health  : — we  have  now  often  twenty  thousand 
men  111  at  once  from  debauchery!  lucroosed  also  by  the 
:osed  number  of  boys,  for  most  soldiers'  children  now 
for  want  of  care.  Then,  having  the  regiments  formed 
two  £gbting  aud  one  recruiting  battalion,  always  near 
women's  barracks,  with  very  few  ofiBcers  and  a  reduced 
sinll',  the  army  could  be  kept  complete;  for  the  boys  would 
supply  common  casualties,  and  to  meet  those  of  a  severe 
ipuign  many  men  would  enlist  under  such  a  system. 
ilisb  flogging  and  tlicy  would  almost  pay  a  bounty 
!iid    of  receiving   one. 

Tbeee  thonghls,  poured  out  confusedly,  require  to  be 

with  cure,  but  tbo  object  is  certainly  attainable. 

reiUTTt  to  it  again  after  discussion  with  some  capable 

man  who  has  extended  military  ideas.     Mr.  Windham  tried 

lu  shew   that  he  bud  sucb  ideas,  but   foiled  from    lack  of 

military  knowledge,   and   his  scheme   is  generaliy  trifling 

ind  feeble,  with  an  entire  ignorance  of  soldier's  character 

Mid  of  military  finance :  indeed   this  entire  ignorance  on 

Ibese  two  points,  is  the  clearest  part  of  his  plan !     I  should 

like  to  converse  with  bim  on  the  subject ;  for  among  our 

FKnerala  there  are  few  who  would  tbink  of  tliis  question, 

fewer  who  conld  give  one  information:  and  as  to  extended 

'aihinry  ideas    for  improving  our  army   I  won't  say   bow 

imny  there  are  who  know  anything  of  mihtary  matters,  be- 

Tond  teprimanding  aod  powdering  tbeir  officers;— except 

'nhrjriously  dubbing  u  brigade,  which  their  brigade-major, 

''J  unoiher  great  eflforl.  gets  right  again  with  help  of  the 

9sa  Ilia  hoxse  throws  him  1 
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"  Dress. — Soldiers  carry  more  than  is  needfol.  On  ser- 
vice a  soldier  should  have  a  short  cloak  of  good  oilskin, 
lined  with  strong  linen,  very  light  and  reaching  to  the  knee. 
A  cloth  waistcoat  with  sleeves,  douhle-breasted.  This  in 
winter  would  be  warm :  in  summer,  the  breast  or  facings 
being  buttoned  back,  it  would  be  cool  and  it  should  have 
flap  pockets." — Here  follow  details  useless  to  transcribe, 
they  will  never  be  adopted,  however  valuable. — "  As 
razors,  combs,  black  ball  &c.  I  hold  them  in  contempt 
One  pair  of  scissors  could  clip  the  beards  and  hair  of 


whole  corps  d*arm6e.     If  any  soldier  chose  to  carry  a  pair  oi 
woreted  socks  he  might  do  so,  but  few  old  soldiers  marcl 
with  them.     ^Marshal  Saxe  has  more  sense  in  wliat  he  say^»^5f 
on  that  subject  than  he  has  credit  for:  more  than  when  h^ 
insists  on  the  beauty  of  a  Welsh  wig ! 

'*  Baggage, — This  being  one  of  the  troublesome  parts  ofc 
an  army,  strictness  is  necessary  in  preventing  more 
the  allowance  being  carried ;  and  the  allowance  should 
reduced   with   an   unsparing    hand,   more   especially   with^  -^ 
regard  to  general  officers.     All  troops  should  embark  with^-^ 
as  little  as  possible,  and  how  to  reduce  the  soldier  s  kit  haae-^"^ 
been  shewn.     The  present  allowance  of  baggage  to  com   M^J^' 
pany's  officers  is  enough,  and  to  all  ranks  above  a  major -^^^^^^^ 
too   much.     A  lieutenant-colonel  wants  no  more  than  ir        * 
major,  a  general  very  little  more,  and  there  is  no  reasoi*^  ^^ 
why  a  general  of  division  should  have  more  than  a 
of  brigade.     Wliatever  the  allowance,  it  should  not  be  ex. 
ceeded,  and  should  be  carried  on  a  prescribed  plan.     Th»  ^r3e 
baggage-master-general  should  have  a  deputy  in  each  divi 
sion,  responsible  that  the  regular  quantity,  form,  and  mod* 
of  carriage,  is  according  to  order ;  and  with  power  therefor"^    '-^^ 
to  destroy  all  overplus.     Baggage  should  not  however  b»^K^^ 
destroyed  without  an  appeal  to  a  general  officer,  when  an^  -*/ 
denial  of  its  excess  was  offered ;  but  this  appeal  should 
extend  to  general  officers,  or  their  staff;  for  as  tliey  invf 
riably  break  through   all  regulations  greater  strictness 
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required:  the  baggage- muster  sliould  towBrds  them  be 
nibjeot  only  to  t)ie  decision  of  a  court- raartinl,  in  case  of 
'iOT  glftiin;;  net  of  injustice. 

w   "  Bigid  inspections  of  the  animala  should  be  made  by 

eompetent  judges    of    their    etrergth ;    imd    commanding 

officers  ebould  be  made  responsible  for  their  officers  being 

well   eupplied,  according  to  the  government  allowance  for 

jHirobascs.     It  might  be  bettor  to  furnish  the  officers  with 

im&ls.  obliging  them  to  keep  those  delivered,  or  others 

in]  in  vnltie  ;  this  would  however  be  moi'o  expensive,  nnd 

'Imps  the  giving  n  choice  to  officcra  would  be  best.     Such 

ajTangementa,   with   severe   punishments   for  disobedience, 

such  OS  dismissing  a  general  officer  from  the  staff,  as  a  bint 

pour   eneoumger   les   nutres — would    render  the    baggage 

of  uo  iirmy  movable  nnd  rapid,  instead  of  ihe  cumbersome 

confuted  mass  it  is.     But  to  facilitate  its  movements,  the 

en  who  guide  and  command  it,  and  who  should  not  be 

except  for  misconduct,  ought  to  be  hotter  organized. 

le  baggage -master- general  should  be  n  field  officer,  and  a 

m  who  would  quarrel  with  the  commander  in  chief  nnd 

fry  general  under  him;  one  who  would  never  allow  hira- 

to  be  convicted  of  civility   to   an   aide-de-camp,   and 

rarely  to  anybody  else ;  one  who  would  keep  all  fellows 

order,  except  the  commlssai'y,  to  whom  he  must  of  course 

civil.     If  a  man  could  be  got  who  would  quarrel  with  a 

issary  he  would  be  worth  his  weight  in  gold;  a  light 

ligbt  that,  for  he  would  ho  half  starved,  and  being  there- 

alwaya  cross  would  he  invaluahle.     Many  other  points 

;bt  be  discussed  with  advantage  about  baggage,  but  the 

iMpal  object  should  bo — tlie  reduction  of  baggage  in  the 

ranks;   the   regular  size  and  slinpe   of  trunks   or 

"pA^inicrs,   with    pattern   saddles   and    cordage,   to  prevent 

t»VBrUinding  and  enable  the  baggage- master  to  detect  irregu- 

Inritics  by  sight.     Order  nnd  rapidity  of  movement  would 

^tu  Tcsull,  und  as  the  poor  animals  would  never  be  weighted 

^  Hieir  full  strength,  wounded  men  might  be  saved  by  them 
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This  sketch  for  reibrmiDg  the  British  baggage  system, 
was  realized  more  than  thirty  years  later  in  Scinde.    His 
baggage  corps  there  was  an  advance  in  military  organiza- 
tion, scarcely  less  important  than  that  of  the  introduction, 
of  regiments  in   lieu  of  the  undisciplined  masses  led  hy 
feudal  chiefs  to  war.     It  was  a  creation  of  genius  whiol^^ 
would  have  doubled  an  army  s  force  and  rapidity  of  move — 
ment,  saved  thousauds  of  soldiers'  lives,  and  been,  conse — 
quently,  ceconomical  as  it  was  efficient — both  in  the  highesi 
degree.    But  though  found  excellent  in  practice  as  it  was  ii 
theory,  it  was,  because  it  was  his  creation,  and  avowedly  t( 
mortify  him,  destroyed  by  the  Bombay  government,  wh( 
he  quitted  Scinde!     This   great  military  organization  re 
mains  therefore  in  abeyance,  to  gratify  the  miserable 
sonal  spite  of   the   directors,   and    their  govemor-genei 
Lord  Dalhousie — men  unable  to  understand  the  worth 
what  they  trampled  on :  the  Parthenon  destroyed  by  bi 
barians ! 

"  Freedom. 

"  JoTC  fixed  it  certain  that  whatever  day 
Makes  man  a  slave,  takes  half  his  worth  awaj. 


"What  must  he  be,  who,  witli  half  his  worth  gon»  ^e, 
recovers   his  freedom  ? 

"  Gibbon. — He  says — '  The  principle  of  a  free  goveii-*"^' 
ment  is  irrecoverably  lost  when  the  legislative  power  i:  ^ 
nominated  bv  the  executive.'  What  freedom  can  we  boa^ — ^ 
of  then,  when  our  members  of  parliament  hold  plact=^^^^ 
under    government  ?      WTien    our   peers    are    placemen  * 

When  the  power  of  voting  at  elections  is  restricted  to  * 

certain  number  of  persons,  instead  of  being  the  right  cr:^^' 
the  people  ?     When  a  seat  in  parliament  is  so  valuabl^^--^® 
as  to  make  it  wortli  wliile  to  expend  £100,000  to  a 
one  election  ?     When  the  riches  of  the  Treasury  can 
applied  to  the  venal  inclinations  of  a  parliament?     Whes=^^^ 
the  Iiigher  officers  of  the  executive  are  identified  with  thos-^^^ 
in  whom  the  legislative  authority  is  vested  ?    And  when  tL-  "^ 
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nmomerHble  execative  officers  in  the  lower  classes  are  lield 

by  voters  who  elect  tlie  legialntive  boJy :  at  least  that  part 

Mippoaed  to  be  the  chief  halwark  agninat  tyranny  ?     Our 

li?^s1alive  is  not  only  nominated  by  the  executive  but  is 

in  fiiot  itself;  the  two  powers  exist  in  the  same  men,  and 

^Ibe  attempts  made  to  assert  freedom  and  the  real  spirit  of 

Htbe  constitution  is  called  treason !  everything  that  is  bad. 

I  Very  ntitural  however  is  this — we  cannot  expect  thieves  to 

condemn  their  own  robberies.     Ministers  and  opposition  are 

alike  int«?rested  to  preserve  this  dreadful  system,  menacing 

destruction   to   the   Brilish   aonstitution ;    this    system   of 

aristocracy  devised  to   make  the  crown  a  cypher  and  the 

people  slavea.     The  remedy  is  to  reform  abuses  by  abort 

pnrliaments,  and  an  equal  distribution  of  the  right  to  elect 

mmubcrs,  having  do   placemen  in   the  house.     Able  men 

littve  6u)d  that  these  things  would  be  effectual,  and  I  have 

lieard  no  convincing  argument  against  tbem. 

"  tiicholat  Riemi  Gahrini,  written  in  1824,     When  ot 

Rome  imd  Naples  I  thought  those  towns  might  be  reformed, 

I'm  was  assured  it  was  quite  impossible  by   Sir  William 

Gell,  wiili  whom  I  had  an   argument    and    whoso    talents 

do  not  appear  to  me  above  the  blue-stocking  description: 

.  l»ovfwver,  knowing  so  litile  of  him  I  may  he  wrong.    The 

^llectiou  of  what  had  been  accompli sbed  by  Hienzi  was 

Ot  tlj«&  Gresli  in  my  memory,  but  reading  bis  story  again 

iDvinecs  me  1  am  right  ond  Gell  wrong.     All  that  Rome 

I  free   press,   which  would   have   indeed   less 

^oor,  less  entcrprize  than  the  tribune,  but  would  be  less  , 

rrupt,  more  persevering,  and  would  not  die :  he  cured  by 

B  actual  cautery,  the  press  would  be  only  an  alterative, 

lald  be  best.     But  the  press  would  soon  produce  a 

llienzi  in  a  town  full  of  men  with  high  natural  talent,  ond 

■wcU-culti voted  minds;  full  of  noble  feelings    also,    though 

gmtt  blackguards,  because  it  is  a  moral  impossibility  they 

i  be  otherwise.    If  you  were  to  keep  the  most  deUcatc 
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lady  in  London  for  a  week  in  a  stable,  she  would  smell  as 
strong  as  a  postilion. 

*'  Ilienzi  forced  the  nobles  to  retire  to  their  estates.  If 
this  was  done  now,  and  none  allowed  to  live  more  than  three 
months  in  the  capital,  except  those  whose  estates  weie  in 
the  most  dangerous  parts  as  to  health,  where  would  the 
robbers  be  ?  Would  the  rich  people,  now  shut  up  in  their 
palaces  at  Borne  and  Naples,  then  suffer  gangs  of  robbers? 
Would  the  peasantry  prefer  robbers  to  nobles  who  spent 
fortunes  amongst  them  ?  In  a  year,  necessity  and  iDterest 
combined  would  find  means  to  destroy  robbers ;  and  in  a  few 
years  cultivation  would  begin  to  conquer  malaria :  even  the 
Pontine  Marshes  would  be  rescued  from  agues  and  firogs* 
What  has  been  done  there  proves  what  may  be  done. 

**  Naples  has  no  excuse  for  the  non-residence  of  the 
nobility  on  their  estates.     It  is  said  the  immense  popols' 
tion  of  that  magnificent  town  would  starve  !     This  curious 
doctrine  will  hardly  be  maintained  by  any  one  but  Sir  ^• 
Grell — starve  from  increase  of  cultivation  !    Reading  Rienzi's 
story,  I  find  what  Gell  pronounced  impossible,  was  actually 
done  by  the  tribune,  and  with  a  rapidity  and  ejQfect  more 
sudden  than  I  had  myself  imagined  possible.     It  is  nou* 
sense  to  say  that  a  despotic  govemmeut  can  be  awed  by  th© 
nobles.     Unless  the  despot  be  a  fool  or  a  coward  be  maj 
always  have  a  devoted  army,  and  a  devoted  populace;  yott^ 
nobles  may  thus  be  cracked  like  lice,  and  their  estates  coD' 
fiscated,  to  be  a  source  of  riches  to  the  despot  if  he  be  a0 
honest  man  and  wise ;  but  certain  ruin  to  one  who  would  us^ 
them  to  bribe  his  soldiers,  for  he  would  thus  make  them 
robbers  first,  and  finally  traitors.     But  the  despot  who  seeks 
real  fame  by  the  honest,  and  perhaps  only  certain  mode,  that 
of  engaging  the  affections  of  the  people,  would  divide  the 
confiscated  estates  amongst  Uie  relations  of  the  nobles  he 
has  destroyed,  and  thus  gain  new  friends  to  his  power,  as 
being  dependent  on  it.     These  friends  of  the  despot  would 
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be  llie  dead  trnitor's  nearest  fuid  dearest  connectioos,  men 
who  under  any  other  distribution  would  form  new  con- 
spiracies :  bat  self- interest  is  a,  plaister  to  heal  even  wounds 
inflicted  by  injustice,  and  it  more  readily  cures  those  given 
by  a  snlulary  state  measure. 

"All  rerolutions,  to  be  effectual,  must  involve  some  changes 

of  property  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  a  counter  revolution. 

What  has  saved  France  from  the  returned  Bourbons  and 

tbeir  flights  of  runaway  nobles  and  priests,  ready  to  poance 

on  the  land  like  carrion  crows  on  a  dead  horse  ?     What  bat 

the  largo  band  of  resolute  landholders  who  would  rise  were 

Tiie  least  of  liiem  deprived  of  his  share,  stolen  or  bought  I 

-Trom  this  we  may  learn  that  a  despot  is  safe  who  divides 

the  property  of  the  nobles  he  destroys  amongst  others ;  and 

"^Lat  is  to  hinder   the    king   of  Naples  doing  tliis  if  his 

:»Dbles  are  too  powerful  ?     Add  a  rigid  a?conomy  and  fair 

ampoBis  on  exports  and  imports,  avoiding  as  much  as  pos- 

^ble  intemnl  taxation ;  have  a  well-disciplined  but  small 

^umy  of  foreigners  for  a  few  years,  because  subjects  are  too 

_  aclosely  connected  with  private  and  public  robbery  to  act 

■Mrilh  vigour  as  a  police ; — recruit  il  however  with   young 

^BNitives  after  a  time,  and  in  twenty  years  it  would  be  a 

'^■lilional  force,  and  have  the  ideas  necessarily  produced  by 

3oag   and   vigorous  execution  of  good  laws,  namely,  that 

1  Ji*8  are  not  a  dead  letter.     They  arc  now  generally  consi- 

H -dared  so  in  all  parts  of  Italy,  save  where  General  Church 

HBinniaiaods.     In  nil  other  parts  the  law  is  only  on  excuse  for 

^BbMcd  10  wreak  personal  vengeance,  and  as  most  of  them 

^Itink  a  stiletto  less  expensive,  and  safer,  they  use  it. 

"  But  if  all  the  nobles  were  sent  to  iheir  country  houses  for 
^filit  months  in  the  year,  and  many  were  executed  for  breach 
of  liinrg,  their  estates  being  given  to  their  '  blood  relations,' 
■*idi  an  order  not  to  appear  in  Naples  for  five  years,  country 
»*ai9  would  soon  rise  all  over  the  kingdom.  Forma  would 
I  wqsirc  hands,  and  the  50.000  lazzwoni  of  Naples  would 
■villi  good  management  diminish.     By  good  management  I 
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mean  correctioua  tbrough  a  ihousand  cLnnnela — no  one  mea- 
sure could  purily  that,  aiagnant  mass.  Amongst  ihe  most 
obvious  would  be  colonizing  other  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
imd  recniJtiDg  ihe  marine  I'orce  and  tlie  array  from  ihem; 
vigorous  execution  of  tbe  laws,  esUiblisbing  sobooU  of  in- 
dustry, and  euforcing  laws  agaiuBt  vagrants  and  idlers:— 
finally  u  free  press  which  would  soon  let  you  know  a  ihoo- 
sand  secrets  for  clearing  away  the  pests. 

"  The  more  I  see  of  the  countries  of  the  world  the  more 
certain  it  appears  to  me  that  morality,  private  and  public, 
is  the  sine  qua  non  for  good  government ;  and  the  sine  qa» 
non  of  rooriility  is  a  free  press.  The  fear  of  exposure  delen 
man  and  woman  from  crime:  both  will  risk  deatli,  any 
punishment,  to  gratify  the  niling  passion :  wo  risk  de«ui 
for  trifling  gratifications,  but  fear  of  exposure  nets  con- 
stantly, and  no  punishment  is  more  JUBI,  being  genenllj 
exactly  suited  to  the  crime.  Sometimes  it  may  be  hwi 
being  like  all  things  liable  to  exceptions;  hut  it  would  be 
difficult  to  shew  an  unjust  outcry  raised  by  the  press  agiuus' 
an  innocent  person,  which  the  same  press  hns  not  soonrt 
or  later  exerted  itself  to  redress.  It  also  holds  tliu  iri- 
hunals  of  justice  to  such  correct  principles  that  the  iojured 
find  a  redress  there,  even  against  the  press,  which  thus  L>o^ 
rects  itself.  What  makes  the  higher  classes  of  EiigW 
society  more  moral  than  those  of  other  uunutries,  but  being 
the  butt  of  the  press?  The  English  peasantry  arc  aoi 
superior  to  that  of  other  countries  in  proportion.  The  ih"'" 
aantry  are  in  all  countries  the  best  ciaases.  But  En^sh 
gentlemen  and  noblemen  certainly  far  exceed  in  bonouraUe 
Jeeling  the  same  classes  in  other  countries,  whereas  tbs 
Spanisii  and  Frenob  peasants  are  as  good  fellows  as  tlw» 
lu  England:  not  so  independent  however,  because  no d*!* 
paper  will  expose  the  o])pressor  and  report  the  poor  mufl'* 
sufferings, 

"  Whatever  evils  spring  from  a  free  press  will  in  ibo  lone 
run  be  remedied  by  a  free  press.     No  other  institution  »d 
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say  this,  nor  has  any  other  so  few  evils  to  correct.  In  all 
things  human  there  exists  a  perfect  arrangement,  a  truth, 
because  God  creates  not  imperfections.  I  speak  as  a  he- 
lieyer,  not  a  sceptic.  The  universal  search  after  this  truth  is 
best  aided  hy  a  free  press,  which  sifts  and  sifts  till  it  reaches 
the  desired  point;  and  it  unites  talent  and  dulness,  had 
passions  and  good  passions,  prejudice  and  sound  judgment 
in  the  pursuit.  Whoever  first  hits  the  truth  gains  at  once 
an  ascendancy  over  his  opponents,  however  feehle  he  may 
be,  because  a  thousand  pens  of  power  start  up  to  aid  him. 
In  a  word,  a  free  press  is  an  emphatic  term  for  unceasing 
^quiry,  unceasing  pursuit  of  truth  and  right,  unceasing 
exposure  of  wrong.  My  opinion  is  that  if  the  earth  is  to 
be  regenerate  and  good-will  towards  men  to  he  univei*sa], 
which  I  do  not  altogether  helieve,  it  is  hy  a  free  press  the 
Ahnighty  means  to  work.  War  indeed  it  may  put  an  end 
^f  if  it  gains  ground  all  over  the  earth,  hut  that  will  require 
time  sufficient  to  tranquillize  the  fears  of  all  half-pay  officers 
of  the  present  day ! 

'^Languages, — The  mode  of  learning  languages  might  he 
fiudlitated,  had  those  who  teach  any  desire  to  do  so ;  hut  the 
^  of  losing  employment  will  not  let  them  smooth  the  road. 
For  French,  take  any  hook,  a  play  would  perhaps  he  hest, 
^te  a  grammar  with  as  few  rules  as  possible,  no  compound 
tenses,  in  short  omit  all  that  can  he  omitted,  and  take  all 
examples  from  the  book  chosen :  then,  and  this  is  the  main 
point,  let  a  dictionary  be  written  containing  all  the  verbs  in 
the  chosen  book,  with  their  various  moods  and  tenses.  A 
dictionary  would  be  required  with  all  words  used  in  sen- 
tences from  the  chosen  book  :  it  could  be  easily  made  from 
t  common  one.  I  would  also  have  a  vocabulary,  not  with 
dialogues  bat  simply  single  words,  or  perhaps  with  the 
vuiliary  verbs  added.  With  these  books,  a  person,  having 
le^ed  to  pronounce,  could  teach  himself,  for  the  great  diffi- 
enltf  to  beginners  would  be  done  away :  not  a  word  would 
ippear  in  their  book  that  they  could  not  find  in  their  die- 
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tiotiftrieg.  Idioms  would  be  explained,  and  ibey  would  it 
ready  for  their  exercises.  Tlidr  gmiDtDnr  wontd  be  sbiHt 
and  clear,  like  Cobbeti's,  aiding  ihem  generally,  and  contain- 
ing  esftinpIeB  witb  whicb  ihey  would  be  well  acquainted. 

"  Plays  are  best  for  teacbing  on  ibis  system  because  mon 
colloquial ;  and  when  power  is  acquired  to  read  a  volume  in 
wbich  the  learner  knows  every  word,  the  greatest  labour  is 
got  over,  and  be  will  be  able  to  read  all  the  works  of  the 
same  author  with  bttle  trouble.     Thus  advancing  step  by 
step,  be  win  not  be  appalled  by  difficulties,  which  deter  many 
not  over  persevering  minds,  and  many  patient  minds  als<^ 
who  have  not  leisure.    To  children  it  would  have  the  advao" 
tage  of  encouraging  them;  and  they  would  ba  pleased  iba* 
with  little  trouble  they  could  find  all  out  by  themselves,  aaC^ 
with  words  or  sentences  all  taken  from  the  same  hook. 

"  Lawyers. — Why  are  lawyers  generally  supposed  to  b^^ 
rogues  ?  I  believe  because  they  have  to  deal  witli  coniend- 
ing  parties :  one  side  must  lose,  consequently  disappoinuneat 
and  other  motives,  often  bad,  make  them  blame  the  lawyers. 
But  often,  both  sides  are  inclined  to  be  abusive.  Are  law- 
yers then  really  the  rogues  ibey  are  supposed  ?  Of  course 
there  are  many  honourable  exceptions;  but  why  are  they 
worse  than  thtir  neighbours  ?  Because  the  nature  of  ibeir 
profession  places  them  in  a  state  of  constant  temptation,  par- 
ticularly before  they  are  known,  and  when,  to  use  the  words 
of  a  clever  man,  tbey  cannot  aiford  to  keep  a  cons^ence. 
Fame,  interest,  often  want,  urge  them  to  things  they  would 
not  otherwise  do.  Have  I  a  worse  opinion  of  lawyers  ta 
men  in  consequence  ?  Certainly  not.  All  men  are  equally 
weak,  and  do  ahke  in  like  situations.  Wherefore  I  respect 
lawyers  as  other  men,  but  npver  trust  them  in  iheir  profes- 
sion more  tban  my  own  ignorance  renders  necessary.  My 
belief  however  is,  that  a  lawyer  who  is  really  an  bonoorable 
man,  must  either  have  been  so  fortunate  as  never  to  have 
been  tempted;  or  a  man  of  most  perfect  class  of  character, 
having  gone  tlotngh  im  ordeal  tew  men  oan  VBMm.       "^ 
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*  NalioHs. — A  nation  should  bo  like  a  wasp,  keeping 
werrbody  on  the  fidget,  harmless  if  let  alone,  stinging  on 
tbe  alighlest  insalt.     But  for  this  the  treasury  sbould  be 


EPIGRAMS  BY  MY  FATHER, 


"  We  laugli  wiiJi  scorn  when,  beawn  from  tUe  field, 
A  coward  emLlnzoDB  trophies  oa  hU  shield. 
When  the  psid  cuckold,  enlloua  to  the  josl, 
Diiplsyi  the  golden  uiIIvtb  for  hia  crest. 
And  iihen,  uuhcedful  of  his  littered  enn, 
A  tbief  [he  pillar}'  in  his  acuteheon  rean. 
But  «hen  the  craven  peer,  opprohrioos  bout  I 
Auunue  those  amu  tbo  recreant  viceroy  loit, 
IndignsDL  honour  Hpums  Ibc  tklcd  koace, 
Aad  in  the  ncgio'a  liead  detects  the  slave." 


"  Yon  ask  nie,  your  serviuit.  to  give  joq  in  rhyme, 
8ome  apt  dcFlnitiant  of  space  and  of  time. 
If  your  ladyship  looks  at  yoitr  rear  and  your  face 
You'll  gain  cxceileut  notionii  of  time  and  of  apace." 


"  FrantBLs!  eipljqiiez  ce  propus, 

Fnr  quelle  bizarre  fatalilS 

En  vous  declarunl  lous  egnui 

BMiniueE  vous  Egallie  i" 

"Slrafi</L- it  reams. — At  the  siegeof  Chailtbton.my  fattier, ' 

leaiting  Lis  grenndiei-s  to  the  trenches,  observed  tliul  liis 

I     UtMiteuant,  Alston,  a  very  brave  man,  was  dejected.     What 

■Hriie  matter  Alston?     I  am  going  to  deulb!     Why  say 

^^■7    I  Lave  been  oflen  wounded,  and  alwitys  tbe  night 

^^Bre  being  so  I  have  dreamed  of  bunting  deer  of  a.  pccu- 

"Wform.     Last  uight  tbey  turned  on  me.    I  shall  be  killed. 

^'mstuse  man  !     Alston  shook  his  heud.    Il  was  durk,  and 

^£  town  was  quiet  tbe  whole  night,  not  a  shot  was  tired ; 
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the  relief  came  in  the  morning,  the  grenadiers  retired^  and 
when  at  some  distance  my  father  said,  Alston  fidse  is  your 
dream  !  No  !  true !  I  feel  it  so.  At  that  instant  some  loose 
straggling  shots  came  from  the  town,  and  Alston,  struck  by 
four  fell  dead :  no  other  man  was  touched,  and  four  were  the 
number  of  the  deer  he  had  dreamed  of. 

"  Another.     General  Fox  went  to  Flanders  with  the  Dake 
of  York ;  his  wife  was  confined  soon  after  his  departure,  he 
was  away  more  than  two  years  and  never  saw  his  child ;  yet 
he  suddenly  dreamed,  not  only  that  it  was  dead  but  that  it 
was  visible  to  him,  and  he  knew  its  features :  he  mentioned 
the  day  and  hour  of  its  death,  taking  its  appearance  to  him 
as  the  test,  and  he  was  exact.     Some  months  afterwards  he 
returned  to  England.    Mrs.  Fox  had  changed  her  home,  be 
entered  a  room  in  which  he  had  never  been  before,  yet  in- 
stantly recognized  it,  and  all  the  furniture,  as  being  what  be 
had  seen  in  his  dream  :  it  was  the  room  in  which  the  chil^ 
had  died,  and  he  fixed  on  its  picture  there,  saying  That  i^ 
the  child  I  saw  in  my  dream ! 
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In  1815,  Napoleon's  outburst  from  Elba,  the  most  astound- 
ing exploit  that  ever  established  one  man's  mastery  over  the 
lest  of  his  species,  shook  the  world :  Europe  arose  in  arms. 
Tiiis  commotion  of  war  drew  Charles  Napier  to  Ghent, 
^bere  he  awaited  the  great  impending  battle,  not  called  by 
doty  bat  seeking  it  as  a  volunteer.      Napoleon  s  rapidity 
baffled  all  calculations,  and  Waterloo  was  fought  almost 
Wore  the  French  passage  of  the  Sambre  was  known  at 
Ghent :  thus  the  eager  volunteer  could  only  join  in  the 
storming  of  Cambray.    But  when  the  British  army  reached 
^aris,  the  French  were  still  resistant,  and  Charles  Napier 
*^8ted  in  a  combat,  where  the  superiority  of  the  British 
iitfantry,  ofScer  and  soldier,  over  allies  and  enemies,  was 
^gnalized  in  the  following  remarkable  manner. 

A  large  body  of  Prussians  attempted  to  drive  the  French 

from  a  suburb,  where  they  occupied  one  side  of  a  street. 

^or  hours  a  fire  from  the  windows  went  on,  each  side  suffer- 

ing  severely,  without  any  marked  advantage  to  either.     The 

I^nissians  were  th^i  relieved  by  a  much  smaller  number  of 

BTitiah  troops,  under  Sir  Neil  Campbell,  with  whom  Charles 

Napier  went  as  a  volunteer.     The  continuous  fire,  before 

heard  for  hours,  now  ceased,  but  the  blows  of  pickaxe  and 

hatchet  succeeded,  mixed  at  times  with  a  stifled  sound  of 

^Usqnetry  and  occasional  shouts,  and  in  an  hour  the  French 

^^te  driven  away.    Campbell  had  forced  entrance  to  a  house 

^^  the  French  side,  broke  through  the  partition  walls  and 

^^imed  each  building  in  succession,  thus  gaining  his  object 

^th  a  furious  but  calculated  rapidity,  and  with  far  less  loss 

Aan  the  Prussians  had  sustained  without  success. 
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In  Pfiria  Napier  stayed  but  a  few  days,  to  see  I 
markable  objects  of  that  interesting  periuil,  and  tbei 
a  stoic's  contempt  for  pleasure,  returned  to  the  military  col- 
lege. His  usual  fortune  na  to  accidunW  did  not  fail.  Wben 
Bailing  from  Ostond  the  ship  sunk  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour. He  swum  to  some  great  piles,  grasped  one  and 
struggled  for  life,  yet  with  little  hope,  for  the  beam  was  too 
large  noil  slippery  to  climb  and  each  swelling  wave  over- 
whelmed him:  while  thus  slowly  drowning,  he  was  saved 
by  a  shore  boat.  His  letters  describing  this  accident,  the 
storming  of  Cambray  and  Campbells  combat,  hove  been 
lost,  and  with  them  his  keen  observations  on  the  evenut 
passing  at  thai  ^eat  epoch  of  the  world's  fate :  but  the 
writer  of  this  biography  can  add  to  the  story  of  the  tisae 
some  facts,  shewing  how  entirely  unsound  was  the  slat«Iv- 
looking  edifice  of  Tory  policy,  then  exhibited  with  such  in- 
solence of  boasting.  Great  and  imposing  the  stnicture 
appeared,  but  it  was  only  a  whited  sepulchre.  Even  their 
own  soldiers  secretly  rejected  the  despotism  bo  violently  im- 
posed on  the  world  as  ft  restoratioD  of  freedom !  impoeed 
but  not  BO  accepted,  as  reform  in  England  and  rcvoIniioDS 
in  France.  Spain,  Portugal,  Germany,  and  Italy,  have  sinoo 
demonstrated. 

As  field  officer  in  command  of  the  British  picqueu  sta- 
tioned  at  several  barriers  of  Paris  while  tho  negotiiitious  for 
the  king's  entrance  went  on,  the  writer,  for  two  dnys  and  n 
night,  saw  how  the  public  mind  within  the  city  was  swayud 
to  and  fro.  Multitudes  were  continually  assembling  itnd 
dispersing  with  all  indications  of  violent  emotion;  single 
men  would  harangue  crowds,  and  bo  replied  to  by  oppo- 
nents; shouts  and  scufflings  wera  freqnent ;  and  poijl" 
agents  were  constantly  passing  lo  and  fi-o  by  the  bai  ' 
carrying  information  for  the  expectant  royaUsts  bebini 
allies  oanip.  More  than  once  those  persons  seemed  I 
assailed  by  crowds,  and  on  one  occasion  a  tall  mij 
remarkable  iippoarance,  evidently  not  a  hired  agent,  I 
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too  daring  and  vehement  for  that,  was  suddenly  sunounded 
1>T  a  mob  and  opparenliy  elain ! 

The  feelings  of  the  British  Boldiera  were  nnequivocally 
shewn.  Proud  of  their  long  victorious  course  agoinal  the 
French,  they  yel  respected  the  latter  as  brave  enemieB,  and 
hoil  a  profonnd  admiration,  even  love,  for  Napoleon.  They 
thought  of  him,  not  as  a  foe  but  as  a  hero  standing  atone  : 
a  soldier  to  be  hailed  by  all  soldiers ;  as  a  man  who  Lad 
enabled  them  to  gain  the  greatest  possible  gloiy  by  fighting 
hitn  :  n  roaster  in  war,  and  the  fast  friend  of  warriflrs.  Their 
instJDOt  as  fighting  men  was  for  him,  and  as  freemen  against 
the  Bourbons.  When  Louis  the  Eighteenth  entered  Paris. 
the  writer,  his  post  being  at  the  head  of  the  picquels  guard- 
ing the  Barrier  of  St.  Dents,  was  asked  by  the  captain  on 
duty  tliere,  if  he  was  to  salute  ?  I  have  no  orders  on  tlitti 
head  and  give  none  was  the  reply.  The  king  came  up, 
crowds  thronged  forward,  and  the  words  vive  and  Boi  were 
heard  on  all  sides ;  but  the  last  was  generally  preceded  by 
ilie  words  L'Empereur  el,  pronounced  in  a  low  lone. 

The  British  soldiers,  being  left  to  themselves,  brougiit 
down  their  musqucts  from  the  shoulder,  and  placing  their 
liands  un  the  muzzles,  fiercely  regarded  the  approaching 
king.  He  seemed  surprized,  but  soon  his  countenance 
"asnmed  a  look  of  such  malignant  ferocity,  so  fixed,  go 
iifeuliar,  as  never  to  be  forgotten.  A  number  of  mousqne- 
'lires  in  burnished  cuirasses,  their  faces  convulsed  with 
uigcr,  then  rudo  up,  shouting,  gesticulating,  and  brandish- 
ing their  swords  :  but  close  behind  the  picquet  was  a  wall. 
«d  the  BWanhy  veterans,  hard  as  the  steel  of  their  bayonets, 
ooi  with  wita  as  sharp,  knew  the  advantage.  Keeping  their 
tniued  faces  bent  over  their  hands,  their  eyes  glared  sternly, 
yotnomoTement  indicated  that  they  were  even  sensible  of 
iIm  mouaqoetiures'  presence,  until  the  latter  closed  within  a 
^  paces  and  aeEoned  dangerous:  then  suddenly,  all  tlielr 
^Nda  were  Uft^  and  etreains  of  tobacco  juice  fiew  towards 
'^rttoJBff  ooirasses,  whereupon  the  oouitier  soldiwK  fol- 
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lowed  the  fliariot  of  t!ie  king.     A  ehout  of  delight 

from  the  crowd,  and  many  well-dreBeed  women  embracc^^ 

tlio  Bridsh  veteruna. 

In  England  Chwlea  Napier's  life  liecame  very  cheerit 
War  waa  over,  he  was  on  half-pay,  and  his  futnre 
promising ;  yet  he  BtiL  laboured  to  form  himself  for  hijs-S" 
exploits,  aa  if  conscious  that  nature  had  designed  him  ftrs^'f 
greatness,  however  late  the  hour :  his  note-book  shews  tli^^" 
general  literature,  commerce,  agriculture,  civil  engineeriu^^- 
and  building,  especially  Btructures  for  the  poor,  pohtic^^* 
economy  and  international  Inw  were  subjects  of  studyj  ^^^ 
well  as  war  and  government. 

"  Famham,  November. — Dearest  mother.  Life  is  a  giui^*^^ 
of  ohesB.  and  we  clear  tlie  lioard  fast.  I  fear  I  am  desiinc-^*^^*^ 
to  be  king,  and  see  all  fall  around  me;  yet  ray  tnm  mu^^^^ 
come,  and  the  longer  it  is  delayed  the  more  welcome  at  \%s^  - 
Wilhermen  is  dead,  and  his  death  gives  food  for  ihough^*-^ 
ratlier  than  matter  for  letter  writing.  If  there  ia  not  anotlu  n^^ 
world  his  troubles  are  finished;  if  there  is  hisi  enjoymcati— ^^ 
have  begun.  A  strange  intelligence  preceded  the  news  o^*^ 
his  deatli,  for  which  it  is  hard  to  account,  except  by  tlie  Iai""^^" 
of  chances.  'Without  any  cause  to  bring  him  to  my  recoi  ■^' 
lection,  I  had  been  thinking  of  bim,  and  sgveabing  of  hita^*-'' 
tDceseantly,  for  two  days,  and  had  just  made  up  my  mind  t^  — " 
write  to  him  when  Lis  death  waa  announced.  ^  It  gives  m  -*' 
pleasure  to  hear  that  Colin  Campbell  "—the  duke's  followns^sr 
— "  and  Robe  are  the  commissioners  for  prize  money.  Tb^^* 
first  has,  they  say,  made  a  fortune  already  ;  my  belief  is,  ncz^^ 
o  very  large  one.  He  is  a  good  bard-working  soldier,  an  ^ 
has  had  almost  the  whole  army  patronage  in  bis  gift.  Oc=*' 
of  twenty  officers,  his  cousin  Neil  Campbell  saw  the  lis  ^ 
Colin  Campbell  recommended  seventeen. 

"  .Tune  1816.— J)ear  mother.  As  to  public  affiiirs  it  M- ' 
liard  to  judge.  There  are  about  two  millions  of  people,  i  • 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  a  famishing  state,  to  enab*  * 
Lord  Camden  to  receive  thiitj-cight  thonwand  9,  J«&.4I»%-'^    ■ 
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id  it  on  game  and  other  amusements  inBulting  to 
who  provide  the  money.  It  is  hard  therefore  to  say 
long  poor  rascals,  who  think  their  children's  hves  of  as 
consequence  oa  partridges'  eggs,  may  clioosa  to  ho 
;  or  how  soon,  actuated  hy  an  '  ignorant  impatience  of 
OD,'  they  may  proceed  to  hoiTow  from  Lord  Caraden. 
account  of  tlie  regent's  being  so  occupied  with  dress 
me  lough :  yet  he  is  nearly  sixty  years  old,  his  people 
arving,  his  government  feehle,  and  at  these  things  I 
It  laugh.    I  vish  he  would  make  Lord  Wellesley  his 

Illy. — I  un  in  a  wretched  way,  despite  of  having  taken 

Bch  steel  bs  would  make   a  hroadsword.     We  must 

oor  country-house,  and  I  will  collect  for  you  pretty 

I,  telling  huw  thti  Inquisition  torture  children  fur  not 

f  Ave  Maria  before  they  can  speak.     The  expodidon 

jainst  Algiers  will  be  a  joke,  all  jcera  are.     The  Hey  has 

[100  cannon,  which  he  will  manage  very  ill,  and  won't  get 

)  bear :  it  won't  be  a  war,  but  if  we  send  an  insufficient 

e  shall  be  rougiily  bundled. 

August. — You  talk  of  hoping  I  may  he  forgotten  in 

Ktrenohmeuts,  as  if  my  pension  were  stolen  !     I  shall 

i  it,  having  been  earned,  and  the  loss  would 

pme  little  to  hve  on.     My  government  was  resigned-as 

If  more  than  had  been  earned ;  but  if  I  have  a  right  to 

m,  they  won't  take  it  away,  it  is  to  be  supposed ;  if 

B  not  a  right,  no  wish  have  I  to  keep  it,  the  income 

pbe  slender  that  will  not  enable  mo  to  live  in  content, 

:heless  this  shews  what  otir  ministers  ore,  who  begin 

mohing  the  incomes  of  tboso  who  hove  nothing  else 

B  00,  and  who  have  previously  fought  ond  worked  hard 

i,  on  almost  nothing,  to  gain  that  provision.     He- 

bbing  there,  hui  refusing  to  curtail  the  thousands  they 

fin  the  shape  of  sinecures,  besides  their  large  salaries 

■large  private  fortunes :   and   for   those  prohts   doing 

ig,  onless  it  bo  telling  men  with  starving  children  that 
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they  are  ignorantly  impatient  of  taxation  when  demandiiig 
that  their  wives  imd  children  may  not  famish. 

"  Lord  Cochrane  has  by  honest  courage  done  more  good 
at  the  great  meeting,  than  ever  he  did  before ;  Wilberforce's 
canting  speech  was  hateful ;  but  how  well  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge turned  off  his  mistake  in  reading  the  first  resoluliou. 
It  makes  me  glad  to  hear  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  has 
expressed  the  opinion  you  mention  about  Sir  J.  Moore ;  and 
it  ia  a  sorrow  to  me  that  he  is  going  to  France.  We  want 
clever  fellowB,  for  we  are  getting  on  the  rocks,  aad  my  belief 
is,  that  he  and  his  brother  are  most  likely  to  get  us  clear: 
we  know  Castleroagh  cannot.  It  was  pleasant  to  observe 
that  at  the  meeting  there  was  nothing  insulting  to  royalty; 
but  the  ministers  put  all  attack  on  themselves  in  that  cate- 
gory :  they  are  going  down  the  rapids,  may  they  come  upon 
a  fall  like  Niagara  I  Bless  you,  mother  I  pray  for  peace 
and  quietness  in  the  land,  and  food  for  the  poor  wretches 
starving  all  over  the  country. 

"August  lOth. — Beloved  mother.  I  cannot  pass  otet 
ray  birthday  without  reflecting,  that  for  thirty-four  years  no 
benefit  has  acorned  to  me,  of  body  or  mind,  which  cannot 
in  some  way  be  traced  to  you.  It  is  not  my  way  to  talk 
over  these  things  often,  but  1  don't  forget  them,  and  hke  to 
dwell  on  tliem  with  gratitude.  At  our  age  we  know  not  who 
ia  nearest  the  door;  and  for  tliose  we  have  lost  there  should 
be  no  regrets ;  the  best  lot  is  their  lot,  we  may  bo  assured. 
We  should  not  weep  over  the  graves  of  the  good :  to  grieve 
and  pino  for  that  which  is  taken  away,  is  to  be  thankless  for 
that  which  remains;  and  for  wliich,  omitting  meanwhile  to 
enjoy,  we  shall  not  fail  also  to  mourn.  This  we  are  too  apt 
to  forget.  And  on  no  point  is  there  greater  cause  for  satis- 
faction than  the  perfect  union  which  exists  among  your 
family:  there  has  never  been  a  schism,  nor  even  a  itj'w 
coolness  amongst  us. 

"  September  J  fith.— Rochefoucault  says  a  roan  Y 
fort  so  great  aa  finding  other*  suffer  more  than  1 
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is  right :  it  is  the  greatest  salisrflction  to  me  that  the  regent 
ta  fifty,  and  that  I  am  only  thirty-four !  But  you  are  the 
most  proTokiDg  womau  alive:  you  ttU  me  you  have  been  ill 
in  a  copper-plate  Ijand.  and  of  your  being  belter  in  a.  scrawl 
like  mud,  where  a  hundred  chickens  had  been  walking.  As 
to  Lady  Beilamont,  you  have  chopped  her  and  the  Bible 
togelber  so  that  I  fear  Tor  her  character;  aho  cannot  well  be 
■epurated  from  Solomon's  concubines  by  the  beat  deoypherec 
of  telegraphic  dispatches;  you  see  the  impropriety  of  your 
oorelessnsss.  Solomon  puts  me  in  mind,  through  Metbuse- 
lali,  of  old  people.  Colonel  Ferguson  has  ao  aunt  alive  at 
Itiefamond.  She  knows  Wellington,  and  she  did  know 
Eugene  and  Marlborough !  She  is  niece  of  the  celebrated 
Lord  Stair,  and  widow  of  a  General  Bland,  who  wrote  on 
nulititry  discipline,  and  was  adjutant- general  to  the  British 
*nny  ttt  Detiingen  in  1743. 

"  November. — Tell  aunt  Conolly  I  won't  attack  her  friend 
Ijord  Caatlereagh  to  her;  hut  reformation  advances  at  the 
IMtt  de  charge,  and  no  earthly  power  cau  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  freedom ;  the  people  are  in  motion,  and  those  who 
oppose  them  will  be  crushed  like  pebbles  under  a  rolling 
Mone.  That  the  said  stone  may  not  swerve  from  the  gravel 
Walks  of  petition  and  reform,  ought  to  be  the  prayer  of  every 
Ottc,  and  especially  of  those  who  wish  the  cause  well ;  for 
tliiis  all  will  be  gain,  and  no  reaction  :  that  is  to  say,  there 
will  be  no  going  beyond  justice.  If  this  does  happen  the 
glory  of  England  wilt  become  brighter  than  tlie  battles  of 
tiw)  laet  twenty  years  have  made  it.  The  freedom  of  this 
country  being  rendered  complete,  Louis  the  Eighteenth  and 
his  brood  will  be  lost ;  for  our  example  will  be  followed  idl 
ovn  Kurope:  that  excessive  sufi'ering  to  individuals  will 
nmlt  ift  certoin,  but  everybody  who  takes  physic  has  the 
Bhfllic.  As  to  your  seeking  for  an  asylum  against  coming 
ttdublw.  you  shall  have  my  reasons  for  being  in  no  fear  for 
fUQ.  No  revolutionary  sjjirit  exists  in  England:  tlie  starving 
Opboalv  seek  bread.     Those  who  have  their  conBdepce. 
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and  generally  ihey  place  it  justly,  t«ll  them  parliamentary  "^Cf 
reform  aod  food  will  come  together :  it  is  this  they  seek.  —  :^ 
The  reformers,  Cobbett  at  the  head,  tell  them  not  to  riot,  not  ^»  < 
U)  be  persoiml,  not  ta  commit  excesses;  but  to  peiiiion  M^*t 
daily,  hourly,  one  and  all,  for  in  that  is  their  safely,  iboir  -^-^ 
remedy.  They  see  this  is  tnie,  and  the  great  security  against  ^■^ 
bloodshed  and  revolution  is  to  tell  the  multitude  truth,  —  -*■ 
Shew  the  real  evils  and  the  real  remedy,  and  they  will  not  ^^  •' 
he  half  so  dangerous,  or  so  unjust,  aa  when  suffering  in  .«^» 
ignorance  of  the  cause;  for  it  is  then  they  go  fiiriously  "^£2 
ahead  and  nothing  can  stop  them. 

"  No  power  ever  yet  could  stem  popular  vigour  in  action,  ^•'i 
and  as  it  is  always  just  at  hotiom,  it  BhouJd  be  directed  M^ 
by  timely  information.  Let  a  mob  know  iliat  a  minister  is  ^^-s 
a  villain  and  give  them  to  know  him  liy  sight,  and  they  will  JJl 
not  tear  an  innocent  man  to  pieces  by  mistake  :  but  if  yon  .^t-^" 
do  not  give  them  this  knowledge  they  will  tear  any  man  to  '«-^>* 
pieces  tliat  anybody  points  at;  and  they  will  as  suddenly^^C? 
fall  on  his  family,  aye!  even  on  the  street  where  he  lives.  —  -^ 
All  such  excesses  arise  from  the  infatuation  of  treating  ihe^^»^ 
lower  orders  as  if  they  were  fools,  when  ihey  have  really^C 
a  greater  number  of  greot  men   amongst   them   than   ihe^^* 

higher  orders,  in  proportion  to  their  gi-eater  numbers.    Eng- ''^ 

land  is  instructed,  the  people  see  their  remedy,  thanks  toi«:^^ 
Cobbett,  Burdett,  and  others;  and  tliough  these  men  Imve^^* 
their  errors,  it  will  be  to  them  we  shall  owe  personal  snft4y,^  "^■ 
luid  constitutional  instead  of  revolutionary  reform.  It  i^^** 
easy  to  laugh  at  Cohbett,  and  to  call  liim  all  sorts  of  names^^^r^ 
but  it  is  not  easy  to  disprove  his  great  abilities,  A  reform^T'^ 
will  ho  effected,  tliough  to  resist  it  Lord  Castlereagh  wouli^^ 
risk  civil  war  1  believe :  but  I  do  not  believe  he  bns  piiw« —  • 
.  Should  it  bo  so,  with  three  sons  soldiers,  one  a  sailor,  ant^^ 
ftuoiher  n  lawysr.  it  will  be  hard  if  you  don't  swim,  for  th«^^ 
aro  iliu  tlirw  finest  trades  iti  such  cases :  so  don't  trouble    ^ 

k     yourself  with  anticipating  evils. 

^_  "£tQf«akUtc.— God  be  ptwMd  d«u  wolitac  ikmi youm 
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DOt  qaarter-master-general.  If  you  were,  how  the  dragoons 
would  fly  with  expresses !  What  is  in  that  handle  hefore 
you  dragoon  ?  Orders  your  honour.  What  have  you 
behind  dragoon  ?  Counter  orders  sir.  Well,  as  a  dutiful 
son  I  must  answer  you,  but  am  more  inclined  to  quiz  you.  I 
won't  go  to  Brighton,  I  will  go  to  London.  I  was  horn  on  the 
bank  of  the  Thames  and  partake  of  the  quality  of  the  water, 
never  good  until  fermented  and  stirred  up ;  then,  wh^  all 
other  water  becomes  had,  it  freshens  from  contrariness. 
So  far  from  thinking  with  you  that  my  reforming  efforts 
are  useless,  I  hold  them  to  he  of  consequence.  In  all 
struggles  the  meanest,  if  he  does  his  utmost,  is  of  use :  the 
druroboy,  eight  years  old,  ought  to  imagine  the  battle  rests 
on  himself  and  his  drum.  By  becoming  familiar  with 
dangers  which  we  cannot  avoid,  we  learn  to  meet  and 
sometimes  to  resist  them  efiectually.  If  a  rebellion  was  a 
play  to  which  we  might  go  or  stay  at  home,  the  last  should 
be  my  choice;  but  if  forced  to  go,  we  ought  to  think 
and  be  ready  to  choose  between  pit,  boxes,  and  gallery. 
You  say  you  are  of  no  use*  Do  you  imagine  any  one 
would  ever  have  given  that  great  legislator  the  young  Earl 

of such   a  proper  lecture  as   you   did   about   those 

villainous  game  laws  ?  Not  one  in  his  society  believe  me. 
You  thereby  planted  the  seed  of  improvement  in  him :  if  the 
soil  be  bad  it  is  not  your  fault,  but  there  is  no  reason  to 
think  it  is  bad,  and  your  lecture  may  change  his  ideas. 

"December  2nd. —  Old  Dalby  the  mathematical  pro- 
fessor. Has  told  me  a  curious  thing.  Hops  will  twine  round 
poles  I  I  know  that  quoth  you.  Yes  !  but  they  will  only 
twine  one  way ;  and  tie  them,  or  do  what  you  will,  they 
cannot  be  made  to  twine  any  other  way!  Is  it  the  same 
with  French  beans  and  other  plants  of  that  nature;  and 
is  it  from  the  attraction  of  the  sun?  that  is  my  conjec- 
ture. We  are  all  on  tiptoe  about  Hunt's  speech,  That 
shocking  man,  who  dared  to  say  he  would  Hunt  the  prince 
regent^  as  if  his  sovereign  was  a  rat ! 

N  8 
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missioD  might  also  l>e  antedated  to  the  period  of  the  Coriifiu 
battle.  This  i'uvour  he  ciaimetl  with  more  coiifideni;e,  be- 
t^ause  he  had  since,  as  seeond  in  command  of  Sir  Sydney 
Ueckwith'e  American  expedition,  conducted  the  most  active 
part  of  that  service,  and  yet  had  only  received  the  oom- 
paDioQttbip  of  the  Batli,  aJthough  two  majors  of  maiines, 
serving  under  liim,  v/eie  made  knights  commimders ;  al- 
though he  had  seen  niore  service  on  other  occasions  as 
'«<ell  as  on  that,  and  received  many  severe  wounds." 

A  roui;fa  refusal  was  given,  on  the  ground  that  such  a 
proceeding  was  "unheard  of!"  Yet  the  memorial  had 
iiist«ici3d  two  precedents  !  but  when  did  truth  or  reason  ever 
obsUnct  power  without  being  swept  away?  To  display 
actual  enmity,  was,  however,  judged  inexpedient,  and  as 
successful  examinations  at  the  military  college  were  then 
held  to  give  a  claim  for  staff  employment,  he  was  finally 
appointed  an  inspecting  field  officer  in  the  Ionian  Islands. 
IJe  «as  in  full  vigour  of  body  and  mind,  for  long  ti'iiiuing 
had  tempered  both ;  but  this  opening  was  narrow,  and 
rjih  a  genius  potent  to  place  him  at  one  bound  on  tlie 
nade  of  fame,  bis  destiny  was  to  toil  slowly  upwards 
L  factious  oppression. 
LPoBSUig  Lhrongh  France,  Switzerland  and  Italy,  the  re- 
i  exoiled  by  the  slate  of  those  countries  were  thus 


"France. — I  cannot  get  rid  of  the  oonsciousness  that  the 
lact  of  England,  or  rather  the  Enghsh  government,  bas 
disgraceful.      Wo  are  starved  at  home  and  lose  our 
'^laracter  abroad  ;  nc  injure,  we  Insult,  and  gain  nothing ! 
^^c  broke  fuith  with  the  btile  republic  of  Genoa  ;  we  let  the 
S^'Mt  republio  of  America  hang  two  innocent  British  snb- 
At  home  our  people  hun^'cr,  and  our  best  men  By  to 
a  for  food  and  safety,  and  from  the  bo  rough  mongers ! 
lail  we  never  cease  to  be  insulted  and  oppressed  ?     Shall 
^O  never  have  a  fair  representation  of  the  people,  and  a 
fieiliuaent  tbot  will  obastise  iho  present  government,  despite 
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of  indemnity  bills  passed  by  tbemselves  ?     Sorely  the  kin 
and  people  of  England  will  not  long  submit  to   be  thus?-  8 
fettered  by  men  who  have  disgraced  them  abroad  and  mine 
them  at  home.     A  union  of  monarch  and  people  first  stmcl 
down  aristocratic  tyranny  ;  again  that  aristocracy  has  pi 
just  bounds,  and  again  king  and  commons  will  reduce  it  t^^- 
proper  hmits. 

"  The  price  of  labour  here  is  on  an  average  above  a  firan  .mc 
per  diem ;  the  price  of  meat  by  the  pound  is  eight  sous,  an^  -^i 
the  pound  is  heavier  than  ours;  moreover  the  labourer  i 
fed  as  well  as  paid,  so  that  a  franc  a  day  gives  him  lodginj 
clothes  and  saving;  the  first  is  a  mere  nothing,  and  ikB^rne 
second  npt  much  more  in  the  south  of  France :  the  conse^^*- 
quence  of  this  plenty  is  little  crime.  There  is,  perhap^s-  -s, 
much  immorality.  English  travellers  say  so.  I  have  ncna*)^ 
perceived  as  much  as  in  England ;  and  tliough  my  passag^^^ 
is  too  rapid  to  form  a  fair  judgment,  my  belief  is  that  th^"  ^^ 
people  are  not  less  moral  here  than  in  England:  in  th^  ^^ 
north  of  France  I  am  sure  tliey  are  not.  How  man 
thousands  of  rich  English  travellers  traverse  all  parts 
France,  all  supposed  by  the  French  peasants  to  be  rich( 
than  they  really  are,  yet  we  have  not  a  single  instance  of 
robbery  or  a  murder.  To-morrow,  at  Geneva,  I  shall 
what  difference  is  perceptible  between  the  two  countries  wi( 
regard  to  tlie  poorer  people. 

**  Geneva,  23rd  May. — This  town  and  people  please 
better  than  anything  I  have  ever  met  abroad  :  the  approaci 
was  magnificent,  the  sky  clear,  with  a  view  of  Mont  Bh 
to  the  summit.     The  people  were  full  dressed  for  a  jour 
fete,  and  that  perhaps  gave  a  help  to  their  looks  which  ma    J 
have  prejudiced  me  in  their  favour.     The   country  is  s 
beautiful  that  imagination  whispers,  *  Live  here,  leave  En^ 
land  and  star\ation  for  ever ; '  but  this  idea  does  not  kee; 
its  ground  many  minutes  in  the  head  of  any  man  who  is  ouu    ^ 
of  England. 

**  The  people  call  themselves  free,  but  are  by  no  mean. 
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BO :  iliey  have  no  freedom  of  tbe  press  Riid  I  inquired  no 
iUrtiier.  It  wos  however  grniifyiug  to  see  chut  their  only 
I  wore  miliiia,  which  happened  lo  bo  called  out  for 
86.  They  were  neatly  clothed  and  appointed,  and  as 
nrkwnrd  as  a  regiment  of  shopkeepers  could  wish  to  be:  a 
■volunteer  corps  in  England  would  I  think  beat  them,  but 
would  not  look  so  like  soldiers.  On  this  poiat  of  buving 
only  militia  soldiers  they  shame  England,  with  her  hundred 
loasatid  regular  troops  in  time  of  pence ;  yet  they  have  no 
\  to  cover  their  frontier !  We  however  scorn  to  lake  that 
nto  advantage  of  our  neighbours,  and  Iiiive  destroyed  our 
fleet !  Want  of  time  hindered  me  from  iuquii^  as  to  the 
Swiss  government,  and  indeed  the  knowledge  would  be  of 
^  JitlJc  value ;  it  would  be  studying  a  bad  picture  for  a  know- 
idge  of  painting.  If  a  man  wants  to  study  forms  of 
rommenl  and  principles  of  a  constitution,  he  will  have 
iQough  to  do  if  be  examines  the  English  and  American 
CoDiitituiion.  and  their  working,  without  filling  his  head 
iivitb  continental  rubbish.     ^Vliy  then  are  these  Swiss  people 

tmtich  better  otf  than  the  English?     Tbey  have  not  a 
I  of  a  thousand  millions! 
'M&y!2Sth. — Leaving  Geneva,  my  way  was  along  the 
otifol  lake,  and  over   the   Simplon;    the  road   in   tlie 
Bte«pest  parts  has  a  slope  of  only  two  and  a  half  inches 
in  a  loise,  and  carriages  require  no  drag  i  it  is  a  perfect  road 
H'lMt  will  not  long  be  so,  there  ere  not  hands  enough  em- 
^^faioyed  for  repairs.     The  vast  precipices  above  and  below, 
^PVu  owriionging  rocks  of  stupendous  magnitude,  tbe  wild 
lavage  appearance  of  nature,  mingling  with  all  that  is  beau- 
ti  fal,  1^0  far  as  wood,  water,  rocks,  clouds,  snow,  ice,  sun- 
bliine.  rainbows,  storms,  in  all  their  varieties  make  beauty ; 
in  fiue  all  that  imagination  can  paint  as  landscape  is  to  he 
found  between  Geneva  and  Milan,  until  the  eye  and  tbe 
niijiil  alike  grow  weary  with  admiring. 

"Milan,  ;)Oth  May.— This  town  is  fiue.   Of  iu  sights  ull 


278  LIFE  OF  CHARLES  JAMBS  NAPIEB.  [1811. 


txaTellers'  books  give  fall  acoonnts,  but  one,  to  me 
curious,  which  no  book  mentions — six  field-pieces  with 
Austrian  gunners  having  lighted  matches,  ready  to  sweep 
the  streets  with  grape-shot,  should  the  Milanese  ezpiesB 
themselves  in  a  way  displeasing  to  the  Tedeschi  as  thej 
call  them.  What  a  father  of  his  people  this  Emperor 
Francis  is !  What  a  happy  family  !•  Hate  the  most  in- 
veterate exists,  and  the  Austrians  are  detested  for  three 
reasons,  all  good.  1°.  They  are  conquerors  and  roogb 
ones.  2°.  Their  manners,  their  very  natures  are  the  rerene 
of  Italian :  if  they  took  the  pains  ^  to  try  they  could  not 
unite  with  them  in  any  feeling  or  pursuit :  but  they  do  not 
seek  this,  they  insult  them.  3®.  All  their  wants  are  suppBed 
from  Vienna;  not  a  shilling  is  spent  by  officer  or  private  in 
Milan.  Neither  tradesman  nor  coffee-house  keeper  gains  by 
them;  even  their  tobacco  comes  from  Vienna,  and  they 
smoke  it  in  coffee-houses,  where  they  sit  all  day,  to  th^ 
annoyance  of  all  other  customers. 

"  The  people  are  not  so  well  off  as  in  France,  but  prori^ 
sions  are  cheap  compared  with  the  price  of  labour.     Com- 
merce with  France  by  the  Simplon  is  now  interrupted,  and 
thousands  are  thrown  out  of  employment.     That  great  road 
was  in  Napoleon's  time  covered  with  waggons  of  merchan- 
dize; now  only  some  solitary  carriages  with  English  tra- 
vellers are  to  be  seen.     In  this  part  I  observe  fewer  small 
gentry's  houses;  but  castles  spring  up,  with  large  dependent 
territories,  beggars  increase,  and  robbers  infest  the  country. 
Passing   along  only  one  line  I  cannot  call  myself  a  fair 
judge,  but  if  these  bad  appearances  present  themselves  on 
the  great  road,  we  may  suppose  the  same  system  prevails  on 
each  side. 

"  Every  peasant  pulls  off  his  hat  to  you  on  the  high  road, 
but  there  is  more  servility  than  respect. — Every  man  finds 
out  your  political  opinions  before  he  gives  his  own.  Yet 
from  Paris  to  Milan,  one  only  feeling  pervades  the  middling 
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!>'  poorer 


folks,   rmd  that  ia  eDthnsiastiu  affectioD 


3on.  They  will  accept  your  politics  for  their  own 
on  most  subjects,  givlug  cold  assent  to  nil  you  say ;  speak 
of  Napoleon  and  they  fathom  you,  at  first  with  wariness  in 
Fmoce,  especially  near  Paris,  but  persist,  and  they  give  way 
with  all  their  natural  vivacity  to  unbounded  praise  and 
iflectioa  for  him.  At  Lyons  no  caution  is  used,  they  tell 
you  at  once  that  he  is  their  idol.  In  Switzerland  ihey  reason 
for  and  agdnst  him,  yet  place  him  above  all  other  men  with 
all  his  faults,  because  under  him  they  enjoyed  most  pros- 
perity. In  Italy  they  have  the  same  adoration  for  him  as  in 
France,  and  e.fpress  it  openly,  fearlessly,  and  without  dis- 
guise, saying  he  was  the  only  man  capable  of  raising  their 
country  from  its  debasement. 

"They  are  justly  grateful,  because  under  him  all  had 
bread,  commerce  flomished,  and  it  was  apparent  that  Italy 
was  in  course  of  regeneratiou :  he  fell  and  their  hopes  and 
prosperity  fell  with  him.  Now  enslaved,  divided  and  decay- 
ing, they  seem  to  despair,  as  if  the  yoke  of  the  Holy 
Alliance  was  eternal,  and  the  onward  coiu-ae  of  mankind 
■pell-bound  for  ever.  Thoy  have  no  raUving  point,  all  is 
^sjoiuted,  and  unless  some  great  event  stimulates  them,  tlie 
Italians  will  probably  remain  as  they  ore,  stagnant!  The 
great  towns  collect  all  the  rich,  no  rich  man  lives  in  the 
«>imtry,  there  are  no  conntry  gentlemen,  the  poor  want,  and 
ttierefore  rob,  for  no  one  directs  or  aids  them  in  agricultural 
(nmita. 

"  Italy  can  be  improved  bv  forcing  the  gentry  to  live  in 
^Ih)  Kounlry ;  but  to  effect  thai,  it  must  be  mado  tlieir  in- 
•^BBt.  A  prince  who  would  assist  the  agriculturist,  and 
hwe  tlitj  goodness  of  heart  and  nerve  to  grant  a  free  press, 
'Quid  soon  find  himself  the  most  powerful  of  Italian 
pnnoes.  The  king  of  Naples,  thus  acting,  would  blow  the 
pope  off  and  be  king  of  Italy,  despite  of  the  Holy  Alliance. 
A  ftw  press  would  toll  him  bow   to  protect  agriculture, 
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iToiiM  tell  Iiim  also  tbat  he  would  thus  have  ncli  fnrmei?, 
llmt  riuh  farmers  would  employ  peasants,  and  so  destroy  the 
brigands  more  ilian  by  all  the  executions.  With  rich  farmers 
he  could  boldly  attack  the  priyileged  nobles  and  equalize 
lasftUon.  Then  one  6t«p  more !  Let  the  people  be  nepre- 
eented  ia  a  parharaent,  and  the  hearts  of  all  Italians,  if  not 
their  persons,  would  be  devoted  to  him ;  sooner  or  later  nil 
would  be  bis,  for  populur  opinion  cannot  be  resisted,  and  a 
free  press  would  be  a  match  for  all  the  Holy  Alliances  En- 
rope  could  furnish.  It  would  convince  every  Italian  that 
his  king's  cause  was  his  own,  and  with  the  sea  OD  each 
flank,  woe  to  those  who  came  in  enmity  south  of  s  lino 
drawn  from  Genoa  to  Venice. 

"  Florence,  June  1  Sth. — From  Milan  to  Florence  the  rond 
is  very  interesting  from  natural  beauty,  and  the  thiugs  to 
he  seen  in  the  towns  passed  tbroiigb.  Bologna,  after  ] 
Ion  and  Florence,  appears  the  town  I  should  most  lila 
live  in ;  it  is  a  very  fins  place  with  an  excellent  n 
The  women  looked  very  pretty  and  wicked  :  and  ilie  s 
have  arcades  which  defend  one  from  sun  and  rain.  Dry 
cool  walks,  learned  men,  good  books,  good  philosophieal 
instruments,  and  sinful  women!  but  holy  witbul,  being  under 
the  pope !  what  can  one  wish  for  more  ?  The  beauty  of  tie 
dames  is  however  in  some  measure  conjectural,  for  they  went 
long  veils  or  cloaks,  and  your  long  cloak  is  the  finest  fullow 
alive  for  a  woman.  If  she  has  a  tine  eye  all  but  that  eye  is 
liid :  if  a  good  nose,  out  pops  snout,  anil  not  a  bit  to  be 
seen  hut  that.  I  saw  lots  of  morsels  of  beauty  in  this  way, 
but  also  fine  women  :  not  naked  but  uncloaked,  from  hew! 
to  foot,  and  a  good  many  too;  in  short  h  is  a  very  gay 
place.  The  prettiest  woman  I  saw  was  in  a  qtiex 
enough,  even  the  snalomv  room,  where  every  part  ( 
human  irame  is  di.splayed  in  beautiful  wax  prepai 
To  me  they  were  disgusting,  she  seemed  to  ihiuk  diOttrtiBily. 

"  At  Florence  wages  are  high  in  proportion  to  the  biboar 
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^1^9  wimla :  he  cnD  eRm  from  fifteen  to  tliirty  sola,  nnd  paja 

only  three  for  brend,  and  four  or  five  for  meat  per  pouud. 

He  is  in  most  places  fed  besides,  and  can  therefore  keep 

Lis  children.     Very  little  feeds  au  Itiiiian ;  the  end  of  a 

tallow  candle  in  a  quart  of  hot  water,  with  a  tablespoonful 

of  oil  asd  some  slJcea  of  bread  delights  their  insides.     On 

rauty  sous  they  can  feast :  and  a  halfpenny  wiil  purchase 

hiit  enough  to  give  a  bowel  complaint  for  a  week ;  hence 

!  peasaoiry  are  not  in  want,  and  if  they  bud  but  a  very 

mall  share  of  freedom  would  be  happy,  become  clean,  and 

iiidaslrious.      Now  they  are  idle,    very!      Perhaps    chmale 

has  a  share  in  this,  but  I   doubt.     No!  it  is  the  cursed 

^■nveninient  which  lays  a  leaden  hand  on  industry,  and  Avith 

^^HliTileges  and  monopolies  crushes  emulation  :  the  spirit  of 

^^■Mcrprize  is  lowered,  but  the  people  have  it  in  them,  and 

^^Hkongly,  tliough  now  down. 

^^H  "  Here  we  have  a  minister.  What  his  exact  title  is  I  know 
^^■ot ;  but  hard  as  that  is  to  discuver,  it  would  be  harder  to 
discurer  his  work.  Here  also,  as  evei'ywhere  else,  all  im- 
provetneuta,  all  hopes  of  doing  well,  all  national  pride  seems 
to  have  fallen  with  Napoleon,  who  is  adored.  They  may 
jerate  liim,  they  may  torment  bira  through  such  an 
lUtiouer  as  Lowe ;  they  may  do  all  they  have  done,  and 
>,  if  more  is  possible,  but  he  is  still,  and  will  be,  the  idol 
Hirliole  satious :  millions  of  men  sigh  at  his  captivity  and 
)  his  gaolers.  The  soldier,  the  merchant,  the  labourer, 
le  lawyer,  the  man  of  science,  all  but  the  priest,  who  lives 
by  the  abasement  of  human  nature,  regret  the  fall  of 
ills  foremost  man  uf  this  earth.  They  regret  him  as  one 
vW,  while  he  ruled  despotically,  animated  tliein,  aided  them, 
gave  them  national  resources,  energy,  and  moro  freedom  than 
tiiey  before  had.  That  freedom  is  now  token  from  them 
b;  men  without  taleut,  honesty  or  counige ;  who  have  com- 

IWned  to  deprive  the  human  race  of  the  little  liberty  and 
uppiiiQSs  left  untouched  by  former  tyrants,  ancestors  of 
d««  insulting  robbers,  whom  God  will  jel  confound.     W,e 
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are  told  ibe  world  is  to  be  destroyed  by  tire,  but  we  have  Bft 
prophecy  saying  it  is  to  be  destroyed  by  tbese  hdlisb  pests. 
England  will  yet  sliew  the  people  of  Europe  a  good  example 
of  freedom,  a  liraiu-d  inonarcby  and  ft  really  represented 
people;  if  Ihey  do  not  ibllow  they  deserve  tbm  fale. 

"  lloma,  June. — Lo!  The  Eternal  City!  where  tori 
many  hundred  years  the  greatest  rasoals  on  the  face  of  G 
earth  swarmed  in  grandeur;  and  where,  in  a  small  way,  their 
desoendanta  seem  quite  worthy  of  their  progenitors.  The 
first  went  forth  iu  Hrms  to  rob  llie  world ;  iho  laal  only  rob 
those  who  come  to  be  robbed,  and  so  f ar  aro  the  best  of  the 
two. 

"  The  temple  of  Rome  and  Venus  conjoined,  was  built  by 
Adriiin  to  show  Apollodorus  the  architect,  with  whom  be 
had  quarrelled,  that  he  oould  do  without  him.  It  wiis  very 
beautiful,  but  ApoUodonia  said  the  niches  for  statues  were 
too  low  by  the  head.  Adrian  replied  that  they  were  still 
high  enough  for  ApoUodorus,  and  ordered  his  head  to  be 
out  off.  Tliia  was  right,  and  a  good  'moral  lesson'  for 
people  who  criticise  Emperors.  Uowever,  with  all  tlie  fine 
remains  at  Home  there  eeema  to  me  never  to  have  been 
a  general  plan  formed  to  throw  the  city  into  shape ;  that  is, 
to  unite  all  temples,  built  and  to  be  built,  so  as  to  produce  a 
general  effect  Each  great  man  built  his  temple,  I  trtce 
nothing  more :  but  what  a  city  they  would  have  made,  if 
with  such  talent,  taste  and  means,  they  hod  pursued  one 
general  plan !  This  notion  of  a  general  plan  seems  lo  be 
more  the  idea  of  the  modems,  particularly  in  Dublin 
Paris :  Loudon  has  grown  too  great  for  it.  the  expenoA 
buying  houses  to  pull  down  would  he  loo  muob. 

"  Juno  24Lh. — Saw  Pope  Pius  Seveiuh,  seated  on  Ml' 
chair  with  bis  crown  on,  looking  as  if  he  thought  he  and 
his  parsons  were  to  cajole  the  world  eighteen  hundred  yeais 
longer.     Seeing  him  environed  by  hia  own  troops,  and 
fat,  red-faced,  drunken,  foroicating,  gluttonous,  gamblb 
priests,  I  thought  it  would  be  fine  to  read  to  him  an  acci 
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•f  the  life,  the  power,  tha  spleDdour  of  the  racek  ihe  humble 
Jems !  who  was  no  priest  or  He  would  not  have  been  cru- 
otfied. 

"  Looking  nt  St.  Peter's  one  is  lost  in  admiration  of 
Michael  Angelo's  genias :  not  however,  fairly  tried  in  the 
dome,  for  it  wna  executed  after  his  death  by  others.  It  is 
of  the  same  mflgnitude  as  the  Fantlicon,  but  the  ItUter  has 
itood  eighteen  hundred  years,  despite  of  enemies  and  eorth- 
qcukes ;  and  there  it  stnnds  still,  like  a  rock,  as  if  it  would 
never  fall.  Meanwhile  St.  Peter's  is  going  to  wreck  :  already 
its  dome  has  taken  a  bend,  and  is  propped  up  by  ■ 
cramps  and  hoops  of  iron  to  save  it ;  the  first  earthquake  is 
ita  death- warrant,  if  it  even  watts  for  that.  Mighty  will  be 
(Im  fell,  and  if  it  hold  a  Pops  and  oil  the  cardinals  at  the 
tiae,  the  devil  will  also  have  his  miraculous  draught. 

"  The  position  of  the  oars  in  an  old  basso-relievo  of  a 
gdle;  gave  me  an  idea  that  the  ancients  rowed  more  perpen- 
dicularly than  we  do;  it  is  possible  that  each  man  faced  the 
side  of  lite  vessel  opposite  his  oar,  which  passed  through  a 
bole  near  bis  feet,  and  that  he  struck  with  the  broadside  and 
returned  with  the  edge,  without  lifting  it  out  of  the  water: 
perhaps  this  might  he  the  origin  of  fealheriog  oars,  which  is 
a  mere  custom  in  men-of-war's  boats.  To  sweep  off  an 
enemy's  oars  was  constantly  on  object,  and  on  my  suppo- 
ntion  the  oiire  would  ho  safer,  being  under  the  side  of  the 
Ts«el.  If  the  oars  were  out  on  the  slant,  when  struck  away 
llioy  would  kill  or  wound  numbers  of  men  with  the  handles; 
<in  my  supposition  tliey  would  jerk  only  to  the  side,  leaving 
tl«  men  in  comparative  safety :  moreover  the  men  could 
iicarly  secure  their  oara  by  pushing  up  the  handles  and 
^nnging  the  blades  close  to  the  vessel's  side. 

"  1st  July.  —  The  illumination  of  St,  Peter's  is  fine, 
.  Wuse  the  building  is  go  large ;  but  it  might  be  done  much 
I  Wlior.  The  lamps  are  all  of  one  colour,  are  too  few,  and 
I  ""rt  placed  to  show  tho  architecture,  which  is  a  great  fault ; 
■   Uton^qf  tlie  fiae  oolumns  is  lighted,  all  are  dark  except  a 
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few  lampB  along  tiie  frieze.  The  change  from  tamps  t:« 
flambeaux  is  really  very  well  done.  The  girandole  of  fir-^a- 
works  thrown  from  St.  Angelo  failed  the  second  night ;  m  * 
accident  which  secures  for  llie  unfortunate  director  a  loifc  il 
imprisonment!  This  con  hiirdly  he  believed,  but  I  wl»  *> 
tliink  priests  oapahle  of  any  enormity  do  believe,  and  indop-  -*1 
there  are  on  this  point  no  infidela  here.  The  employmei"*' 
of  eunuchs  to  sing  is  another  fine  instance  of  holy  morality^  ■ 
How  is  it  that  the  patienco  of  men  has  not  long  since  bee-  ^ 
exhuusted  ? 

"  Naples. — The  road  here  is  through  a  fine  country,  an  ^d 
as  to  robbers  it  is  as  safe  as  any  English  road ;  when  ihe  ^S 
have  appeared  they  proved  very  honest  plain- dealing,  fac^  " 
tious,  pleasant  fellows ;  rather  tenacious  on  cerloin  points,  bit  ^ 
on  all  others  all  one  could  wish  them — except  being  hiuig«(C'  - 
A  man's  watch  or  his  purse,  or  a  woman's  trinkets,  or  I 
virtue,  are  not  indeed  quite  safe,  ihey  make  as  free  with  | 
perty  almost  as  the  Bank  of  England  dues ;  and  as  for  loj 
making  parlez  moi  de  qa:  they  are  the  most  nffcctioni 
robbers.  With  their  own  countrymen  tliey  do  take  1 
doms,  carrying  ihom  wholesale  up  the  mounlaina,  and  send—"  ' 
ing  them  down  in  detail ;  a  near  rolaiion  receives  a  Doito  ^i 
an  ear,  an  arm,  with  a  hint  that  the  ransom  was  not  eooagt:^'' 
for  the  remiiinder.  Talk  of  robbers  in  Italy  !  why  ihey  »r^^"* 
all  robhera !  but  as  to  regular  trained  bands,  there  aw^^"' 
feiver  than  in  England.  Ktill  they  are  a  fine  people,  aiic=^ 
a  fi'ee  govemmeul  would  make  them  teach  the  Austrians  ^^* 
lesson. 

"  Otranto, — Tlierc  is  no  castle.     Ganeral  Church  has.  b^^ 
shooting  one  hundred  and  twenty  gentlemen  of  the  siabbiD^^ 
tribe,  excited  a  sense  of  danger  as  to  assassin ali on,  if  n 
its  immorality  ;  men  now  travel  in  safety  through  his  j 
vince,  which  was  the  worst,  and  unless  he  gets  a  t 
stroke  he  will  put  them  to  rights.     The  men  here  are  ^lout — " 
looking  fellows,  and  in  truth  finer-looking  soldiers  tlitin  tli^ 
Neapolitans  are  not  to  ba  aeau;  «^  ae 
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pliticti,  well  appoinied,  yet  reckoned  bad !   It  may  be  bo,  but 
if  tbey  are  bad,  it  is  only  another  effect  of  Bourbon  govern- 
ment, whic]t  has  debased  the  finest  nations  of  the  continent. 
"July  16. — Landed  at  Corfu." 

He  was  now  under  Sir  Thomas  Maitlnnd,  a  man  of  rough 
despotism  and  ooarse  mannerB,  but  ineaniug  well  to  the 
cotnniunity  he  governed.  After  six  years'  experience,  Charles 
Napier  spoke  of  Iiim  as  below,  but  iu  his  pubUsbod  work 
on  tbo  Ionian  Islands  bore  testimony  to  the  st^acity  of 
blnitland's  peculiar  policy,  and  the  comraendatiuD  was  the 
loiesL 

"  Sir  T,  Mnitland  was  only  fitted  to  goveni  under  pecu- 
liar conditions ;  he  had  talent,  but  not  of  the  first  order. 
Narmw-minded,  he  saw  many  things  under  false  ligbts,  was 
constantly  drunk,  and  surrounded  by  sycophants,  who 
imngined  tiim  n  god,  because  be  had  more  intelligence  tbnii 
themselves.  Amongst  them  were  bowever  some  good  men, 
and  one,  Lord  Sydney  Osborne,  liad  no  fault  save  that  de- 
liuuncfd  by  a  witty  Irishman,  namely,  that  bo  thought  the 
sun  rose  and  set  in  Sir  Thomas  MaiLlond's  binder  disk  !" 

Ab  inspecting  field  officer,  "I  have  nothing  to  do,"  was 
Cbartcs  Napier's  obsen'ation  at  ibis  time :  a  phrase  which 
lip  found  afterwards  to  bis  cost  was  not  agreeable  to  govern- 
ment; and  as  idleness  was  with  litm  a  cause  of  iU-bealth, 
be  soon  caught  the  island  fever,  and  thus  described  bie 
recovery  to  his  mother.  "'  Too  weak  still  to  go  out  say  the 
diictorn,  and  as  they  only  get  trouble  and  no  guineas  by 
pitjente  they  may  be  right.  My  head  was  shaved,  my  beard 
"•  enormous,  as  big  as  Ah  Pacha's,  and  very  black,  which 
»iih  my  dark  eyebrows  gives  me  a  pntriaroha]  look. 
"March. — Lord  Guilford  is  here,  a  queer  fish,  but  very 
I  jJeisant.  lie  dined  wilh  Shr  Thomas,  and  entered  tlie  room 
s  head  of  twelve  htile  men,  professors  in  black,  with 
Mdered  heads,  bandy  logs,  cocked  hats  under  their  short 
d  snufi'-boxes  in  hand.  They  'loutcd  low,"  flinging 
ping  their  little  crooked  legs  obont  with  great  Ivr- 
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malily :  then  waildliog,  eiicb  lo  a  chair,  snuffed,  coughe<3, 
hanked,  blowed  noses,  all  fiery  red.  gave  loud  umpb^  ■ 
stufied  their  dirty  coloured  handkercliiefa  into  their  pocket^:s> 
and  sat  silent,  though  hrimfull  of  SDii£f  and  Gree»*. 
and  hoping  to  be  full  of  dinner  and  claret  Ogling  (t  »f 
door  they  remained  until  grab  was  announced,  and  ibe»ii 
Buch  scraping,  such  bowing,  such  Greek.  Italian,  French  " 
and  German  complimeniBl  All  the  Gix^eks 
Italian,  the  Italians  English,  the  English  French 
Italian  mixed,  the  French  all  the  five  language: 
Ai  last  a  fat  Scotchman,  yearning  for  dinner,  said  to  hii 
self  with  a  strong  voice  Ut's  vera  silly  aw  this  at  sax  ^^ 
the  clock.  And  then  two  Frenchmen  went  out  backward^*' 
hitting  their  discs  against  the  sides  of  half-a-dozen  door^ 
and  against  each  other,  and  so  reached  the  dining-room*, 
where  Sir  Thomas  and  the  ladies  had  been  a  good  balf-hoar"- 

■'  Here  Babel  began  again  with  the  confusion  of  toiignes    5 
for  the  twelve  waiters  were  of  different  naljona,  and  eact-* 
endeavoured  to  apeak  every  tongue  but  his  own,     Hencw^^ 
when  the  little  black  men  had  lucked  tlieJr  napkins  und«^c^ 
their  red  chins,  tour- and- twenty  languages  opened  with  «=^ 
row,  and  continued  until  the  little  blacks'  mouths  were  fiUec^" 
with  hot  bad  pease  soup.     Redder  then  grow  their  faces  a^^ 
they  scalded  their  throats  and  rolled  their  eyes  on  the  win^-  - 
wishing  to  coo!  iheir  muzzles  but  fearful  to  drink  iiniii  in  — 
vitcd  :  when  it  did  como,  all  the  island  ducks  seemed  inme'^ 
into  a  pool  of  water:  that  over,  the  roar  of  Babel  for  memC 
went  on  until,  finding  words  useless,  signs  were  spowia- 
neonsly    adopted.       Loi-d     Guilford    was    very    pleasant, 
addressing  every  person  in  a  dillbrcnt  language,  and  always 
in  that  which  the  person  addressed  did  not  understand.    Au 
earthquake  at  Santa  Maurn  for  Uiirty  days!" 

During  1H19  he  had  visited  Joannina  privately,  and  as  bit 
talent    was    not    unappreciated    by  the  shrewd    old    despot 
Maitlaud,  he  is  in  18^0  found  suddenly  engogeil  on  a 
government  mission   to  that  other  rflphrttlBij  ilffiijit 


deepot^H 
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Pochft,  wliuse  future  fule  and  that  of  tlie  Greeks  he  lIius 
traced  out. 

"■Inly  1st,  laaO. — Landed  at  Corfu,  nlier  n  raisaion 
to  Jofloaina,  by  order  of  goveromeut.  This  vas  ray 
report. 

"  Ali  Pacha  haviDg  rebelled  against  the  Sultnn  lias  de- 
tDUided  assistance  from  England,  but   iti  such  a  way  as 
Dfnther  U)  fiommit  her  with  the  Porte,  nor  to  cost  her  a 
shilling :  he  only  wants  leave  to  enlist  men,  and  the  question 
ia,  bow  far  the  policy  of  England  agrees  with  his  proposal  ? 
England  must  help  Ali,  or  Bussia  will  do  so ;  or  Austria 
will  do  so ;  or  lie  will  fail,  and  his  possessions  be  divided 
iuto  smaiipr  pnchalics.     Englimd  may  make  him  an  inde- 
pendent sovereign,  not  only  of  Albania  but  all  Greece,  from 
the  Morea  to  Macedon.     She  can  determine)  his  frontier  at 
W  will,  and  by  compelling  him  to  accept  from  her  a  eon- 
aututJoo  favourable  for  the  Greeks,  she  would  form  of  those 
psoplo  a  vigorous  nation — strong  from  the   nnture  of  the 
wuntry,  strong  in  a  fine  race  of  men,  and  strong  in  self- 
opinion,  because  full  of  enthusiasm  on   getting  free  from 
foreign    slavery.     Such   a  nation  could   resist  Russia  or 
Austria  with   effect,  which   the  Turkish  government  now 
Bionot   do. 

"li  is  con6dentIy  asserted  that  there  are  both  gold  and 
■liver  mines  in  All's  dominions,  but  he  cannot  work  ihem. 
''i'i:na8e  the  Grand  Signoc  would  seize  them:  he  has 
' Tininly  had  them  examined,  but  keeps  all  relating  to  tliem 
s'^TcL  But  the  advantage  this  would  offer  to  England 
'inuot  be  counted  as  a  motive  to  induce  ber  to  aid  Ali, 
lIi»  truth  of  tiie  story  being  doubtful. 

"  If  Ali  be  left  to  his  fate  by  Enghuid,  ho  will  seek  aid 
from  Austria  or  Russia.  Either  power  can  with  a  smttll 
/orce  secure  Albania  to  him,  and  take  the  rest  of  Greece  to 
lUeir;  or  erect  the  whole  into  a  kingduui,  leaving  him  his 
present  power,  oa  a  vicegerent,  and  taking  only  his  harbours 
htethair  iiaada.     If  England  does  not  seize  this  opponu- 
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nity,  Austria  or  Russia,  should  Ali  fall  uaaid&d,  will  al  ^^» 
future  period  get  Greece.  Tiie  Greeks  look  to  England  fo — ^ 
their  emancipation.  But  if  ever  England  engages  in  w&_— ^^ 
wiib  Russia  lo  support  tlie  Turks,  the  Greeks  vnlX  consiile_  -^^ 
her  as  trying  to  rivet  their  chtuns  and  will  join  the  Russi&ns^^^- 
Indeed  tlie  Grand  biffoor  may  be  called  now  the  lieutenan'  -■" 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander  in  Greece,  wliile  AH  is  do  facttr^"> 
an  independent  sovereign  and  a  Greek,  and  is  looked  uf^^V 
to  by  the  Greeks  as  the  greatest  man  of  their  country.  ^~^. 
We  may  use  Greece  against  Alexander  as  we  did  PorlugoU — J 
against  Buonaparte,  but  with  iar  more  power  and  withouv  -l 
ex  pence. 

"  It  seems  unquestionable  that  Ali  is  in  a  perilons  state  ^- 
lie  is  hated  for  his  avarice  more  than  for  his  cruelty.  H^^« 
is  said  to  watch  the  progress  of  every  man's  fortune  Iqw  ' 
final  appropriation  ;  he  proclaims  the  dollar  worth  five  pias  -^■ 
tres  when  receiving  payment,  and  seven  when  paying.  Fron:^^ 
BUcb  oppressions  none  are  free-  His  cmelty  does  not  excite  « 
unusual  horror,  because  all  the  pachas  are  cruel,  and  Al^^K 
only  has  suppressed  robbery,  murder,  and  plague.  Th<-  j^ 
Greeks  would  not  bate  Ah  if  he  was  fair  in  his  money  deal^^' 
ings.  The  Turks  hale  him  because  he  is  a  Greek ;  and  ^^b! 
not  a  Christian  be  certainly  is  not  a  Mahometan  on  an^  -7 
point  iuterferiug  with  his  desires,  mental  or  bodily.  The^  ~'J 
have  now  also  the  additional  ground  of  hate  that  he  is  " 
rebel :  tlie  Turkish  part  of  hia  forces  is  tlierefore  compose—*' 
of  traitors  to  him.  The  Greek  part,  particularly  the  Alb^  - 
nians,  think  him  in  danger,  and  though  they  are  not  di»' 
pleased  lo  fight  against  Turks,  they  do  not  tike  to  fight  for  n  t 
Turkish  pacha,  although  be  is  a  Greek.  It  is  thought  tbey  | 
intend  to  kill  Ali,  if  be  meets  with  a  reverse  in  bis  first  [ 
battle ;  then  to  pillage  Joannina,  divide  bis  treasures  and 
return  lo  tbeir  homes  in  the  mountains. 

"  The  Greeks  and  Turks  in  bis  army  detest  each  t 
and  have  nothing  in  common  but  dislike  of  the  | 
am  told  the  fcMks,  whom  he  haa  givw  aa  e 


each  otliM^^H 
puclia.  ^^^H 
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some  of  his  Turks,  wi!l  be  killed  by  tbem  in  the  first  action. 

With  generosity  imd  disoiphne  he  might  indeed  do  much 

with  bis  Greeks  and  maintain  his  ground ;  but  he  nill  give 

money  only  when  forced,  and  then  he  tries  to  chent.     His 

fuDiily  salute  none  hut  Albanians,  yet  salute  them  hcfore 

receiving  any  mark  of   respect:    they  are  much  afraid   of 

that  ritce  and  with  good  reason,  for  they  are  the  most  warlike. 

iind  not  nttnched  to  Ali.     The  Turkish  troops  ore,  it  is  said, 

more  undisciplined  than  All's.     If  so,  it  wilt  be  hard  to  suy 

which  side  accident  will  give  the  victory,  but  the  chances 

tr  in  favour  of  the  Turks ;  tbey  are  the  most  numerous,  all 

faithful,   trad   acting   against   a   rebel :    moreover  the 

triorch   threatens  All's   troops   if  tliey  fight  for  him. 

"  Ali  baa  desired  me  to  ask  government's  leave  for  raiaing 

n  England,   and  my  proposal  was  to  assemble  eight 

md  British  troops  at  Parga  before  Fehninry  next,  if 

I  maintain  the  conleat  for  this  summer.     With  these 

ft  might  incorporate  twenty  thousand  Greeks;  in  a  month 

pMnld  make  them  all  fit  to  take  the  field,  and  attack  the 

tarks  in  their  winter  quarters.     The  Greeks  would  then  be 

a  the  cause,  in  hopes  England  would  free  them  :  if 

klfint  battle  was  gained,  and  the  people  of  the  Morea  rose 

,  not  a  Turk  could  remain  in  Greece ;  and  if  Ali 

■  eveD  defeated,  no  Turkish  army  could  force  the  defiles 

If  llottnt  Pindus.    For  every  road  into  All's  dominions  may 

fe  defended  inch  by  inch;  every  mile  almost,    contains  a 

mendous  pass  which  could  he  held  for  weeks,  and  cannol 

ittiinied  but  by  roads  equally  strong  for  defence.    Of  these 

fl  the  Greeks  well  know  the  strength  ;  tbey  require  no 

ivres,  no  disciphne,  tijey  need  only  marksnieu,   and 

y  Greek  is  that.     What  the  Greeks  want  is  a  hope  of 

Miag  tliemselves  from  suffering  under  the  Turkish  yoke, 

f  do  not  want  more  than  common  security  for   their 

wns  and  property,  both  of  which  are  now  at  the  disposal 

H  ivory  Turk,  uml  they  use  that  power  freely   in   taking 

c  wumt'U  from  their  famihes. 
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•'  \VLether  iLia  statement  will  influence  governmenl  to 
All,  or  Dot,  I  caanot  say,  but  if  not,  Eugland  will  probably 
li)Be  the  best  opportuiiitv  uf  pieventiDg  Busbia  estonding  to 
ihe  Mediterrnnean  thai  liaa  yet  offered.  The  Turks  believe 
they  nre  to  lose  their  European  tertiiory  by  the  Uussians: 
all  Greece  is  ready  to  rise,  and  in  a  position  to  favour  Rus- 
sia eBeclually :  the  Muhomedan  faith  is  boslile  to  all  iin- 
pravement,  and  nill  nut  admit  of  Turks  acting  usefully  mtJi 
Christian  armies.  With  all  these  internal  weaknesses  what 
can  the  Porte  do  against  Utissla?  What  aid  cau  Kngla&d 
give?  Much.  England  may  now  create  a  new  kian^om. 
enthusiastic,  vigorous,  united  in  opinion,  with  everj'  i^cqui- 
site  for  strength,  and  in  form  suited  for  the  aid  of  our  miri- 
tirae  power.  Perhaps  the  only  way  of  saving  the  Ottomui 
empire,  if  that  is  possible,  is  by  forming  such  a  kingdom: 
for  if  the  Greeks  were  freed  there  would  no  longer  be  haurd 
between  them  and  the  Turks,  and  s  common  inKrest  wanld 
unite  tliem  against  Kusela:  the  Greeks  would  natonUf 
jirefer  having  the  weak  Turks  on  their  frontier  to  tb6<i 
power  of  Russia  bearing  on  them. 

"  In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  Austria  would  h 
join  Bussia  to  dismember  Turkey  and  Greece ; 
latter  independent  it  would  indeed  be  no  easy  matter  10  do 
that,  though  it  is  so  now.  Austria  would  more  probably 
resist  Russia,  and  would  with  Greece,  England  and  Turkey. 
offer  a  strong  barrier  against  Alexander's  pntgross  soutll. 
The  Emperor  would  hardly  risk  an  army  away  from  ihft 
Black  Sea  before  he  had  taken  Constaniinopla — no  i 
conquest  with  Greece  and  Austria  on  his  rear,  an  £ii| 
fleet  in  the  Sen  of  Marmora,  and  a  garrison  in  ihail 
The  fall  of  All  would  however  loucli  Eoglunci  suriotu 
one  point.  It  is  generally  supposed,  that  liis  gorer 
defends  the  Ionian  Islands  from  the  plague;  and  t 
u&re  will  prevent  extensiou  of  that  evil,  it  will  not  pra 
itJ9  introduction  if  the  Turks  possess  the  opposite  coaa 

From  this  time  he  kept  bis  attenlioQ  fixed  on  iUi  P«f 
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^^fteei-dings,  us  shewn  in  tbe  foliowiog  private  Dotes,  written 
Nller  a  third  visit,  and  when  Ali  was  in  rebellion. 

"Private  Notes,  Decumber. — At  Jonnnina  the  vizier's 
[)uwer  ami  policy  noa  to  me  a  subject  of  deep  consideration. 
England  could  give  the  Turkish  empire  to  Ali,  but  to  do  so 
must  join  in  the  contest.  If  she  lets  him  fall  he  will  tbrow 
himaelf  into  the  arms  of  Russia,  and  all  the  rest  of  Greeet; 
IS.  from  religious  feeling,  favourable  to  that  power.  Ruseia 
must  indeed  go  to  war  for  this  acquisition,  but  what  legs  has 
Miy  system  lo  stand  on  which  depends  upon  peace  between 
Busisin  and  Turkey  ?  It  was  difficult  to  got  information  in 
All's  capital.  Every  man  there,  before  he  speaks  considers 
E  txuib,  and  tells  evci'ything  but  that.  Knowing  that 
I  requires  leading  in  the  dark,  and  every  Greek  likes 
iHm  a  leader,  they  all  strive  to  keep  a  Btranger  in  tlie  dark, 
and  tell  him  that  oU  other  Greeks  who  be  may  seem  to 
favour  are  the  very  rogues  of  God's  earth.  This  is  a  notural 
result  of  their  superior  talent  and  abject  slavery.  Never- 
8  something  may  be  gathered  even  from  such  u  lying 
ntmity.  Ali  is  in  a  perilous  position  :  his  avarice  ih 
A  oSendve,  it  reaches  every  man  who  thrives,  while  his 
aity  touches  only  a  few  about  him  ;  it  is  great,  but  eliort 
P  Um  cruelty  of  other  pachas :  moreover  in  most  cases  it  is 
Inoed  by  the  struggle  to  repress  robbijry  and  murder,  or 
Ibapread  of  plague.  I  will  not  stand  up  for  his  morality 
ftliaiDanity,  but  ho  seems  the  only  pacha  in  whose  territory 
1  arw  safii  from  plague  and  rubbers:  he  is  the  only 
,  and  ibe  Greeks  hate  him  for  monopolizing  their 
hg  trade. 

"  When  I  was  at  Joannina,  eight  months  ago,  his  carriage 
p8*5cd  me,  filled  with  women,  and  running  before  it  were 
niBQ  with  staves  striking  all  persons  who  did  not  mm  their 
Wks!  Now  limes  are  changed,  the  carriage  comefl,  and 
llumldiera,  Albanians,  Turks,  and  oliiers.  look  at  the  women 
li  impadent  cariosity  t  I  aeked  how  that  come  to  be,  and 
as;  he  is  afraid  to  ofiVnd  the  troops!     Every 
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one  knows  that  a  Turk  stabs  nny  man  wfao  looks  at  hS—  9 
women  even  by  acoident ;  wherefore  this  is  a  great  deferen)(^^=e 
to  his  aoldiera :  yet  his  avarice  is  superior  even  to  Itis  fea:^^- 
!Juch  being  his  stat£  hu  appears  a  lost  man ;  but  as  b^^s 
enemy's  troops  are  eaid  to  be  worse  disciplined   than  bi^^ss, 

which  seems  impossible,  ibe  event  of   the  first  campaig n 

must  depend  on  accident.  AJi  has  however  no  time  to  log 
He  offered  me  command  of  any  troops  I  could  raise  at  he 
expence,  if  the  English  government  would  wink  at  his  re 
crutting.  Should  this  happen,  mv  plan  will  he  to  assembB 
eight  thousand  British  men  at  Farga  before  January,  adM 
twenty  thousand  Greeks,  and  fall  on  the  Turks  by  surprise? 
they  are  never  on  tbeir  guard,  do  not  make  war  in  winte 
Hud  will  be  dispersed  in  cantonments.  One  month  will  su.. 
tice  mc  for  making  the  Greeks  fit  for  war,  they  are  qoicM 
The  notion  of  England's  guarantee  agaiust  Ab's  injusiicr= 
would,  with  strict  discipline  and  regular  pay,  produce  a  for^ 
far  beyond  what  the  vizier  could  form  alone :  Mount  Pindua 
should  never  be  lost. 

"  If  a  Greek  nation  be  now  established,  young  and  a 
sible  to  our  maritime  power,  it  may  be  possible  to  susia^  -1° 
the  Ottoman  empire,  not  otherwise;  but  England  mig^  "^^ 
form  a  great  coalition,  and  Austria  would  never  couseni  '<* 

let  Russia  attack  Greece  tbua  estabhshed,  England,  AuHiri^K^»< 
Turkey  and  Greece,  would  be  strong ;  but  England,  Turk^^^J- 
and  Austria,  with  Greece  ready  to  rise  in  favour  of  Rntmff'^"*- 
would  be  weak." 

To  the  Pacha,  Charles  Napier  gave  plans  for  the  fortifi*;^^^*' 
tion  of  his  capital,  tracing  out  works  which  would  have  r^^**' 
siatcd  the  utmost  cfiorts  of  the  Turks,  who  could  not  bri^^V^ 
heavy  guns  over  Mount  Pindua.  Nor  was  the  British  g~^S"" 
vemmeut  averse  to  aid  secretly,  for  he  carried  with  him  lorg^^^ 
supplies  of  ammunition  and  other  stores  for  AJi,  and  t^r^^" 
own  plan  for  disciplining  the  troops  to  be  raised  was  ro*"  ■? 
original.  Selecling-a  squad,  he  designed  to  te^icb  them  piS^^"^ 
sonolly  some  elementary  points ;  thee  to  make  each  t 
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1  ft  BqiiHil  nnd  impart  lo  it  t!ie  knowledge  just  acquired: 
chat  done,  he  would  have  advanced  the  instructing  gquad  in 
knowledge,  and  again  set  eacli  man  to  drill  his  own,  thus 
Seers  and  men  together, 
s  acUial  journey  l«  Joannina  was  thus  slightly  noted. 
^May  19th, —  Landed  from  Corfu,  proceeded  towards 
The  whole  road  is  beautiful  and  foil  of  strong 
moantain  positions ;  the  part  called  the  ladder  is  really  one, 
EUid  disftgreeahle  to  ride  over :  I  was  the  only  one  of  the 
p«rty  who  did  ride ;  and  that  only  because  the  wearing  of 
spectacles  compels  me  to  look  down  when  on  foot,  which 
woutd  have  made  me  lose  the  view. 

"  aUi,  Joannina. — Saw  the  vizier,  rode  round  his  works 
and  made  a  report  of  them :  they  would  not  resist  half  an 


»S3rd. — Proposed  new  works,  traced  the  ground,  and 
a  reported. 
SDih. — Began  a  sketch  of  the  works;  ftDd  the  chief 
hn^Deer.  Mr.  Carretto,  a  man  of  much  intelligence,  but  no 
gT«at  engineer :  he  however  appears  to  he  a  good  artillery 
officer,  and  is  tlie  only  person  with  a  coneeplion  of  en- 
Sineering. 

"  2(f  th. — Set  off  for  Corfu  at  night,  with  Colovo,  a  foreign 
ttfloer  of  the  vizier. 

&26ih. — Embarked  for  Corfu.     Remained  in  quarantine 

I  the  and  of  June,  and  then  relumed  to  Snyades  with 

,  and  was  by   no  means  amused  by  the  Albanians, 

luBg  five  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  which  tliey  rolled 

l^fiiDt  stones,  and  tossed  inl«  iron  scales  as  if  they  were 

B  of  pork,  smoking  all  the  time  I  Luck  saved  us ! 
pClh. — Inspected  the  works,  and  found  a  ridiculous  fort 
[  on  a  spot  marked  by  me.  Drew  on  the  plan  the 
k  before  proposed,  and  shewed  it  to  tlje  vizier ;  he  would 
it  be  said  for  Colovo 's  return  to  interpret. 
"  7tU. — Dreamed  that  these  people  have  no  idea  of  war  or 
bniBca 
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''  9th. — The  vizier  ordered  me  to  attend  bim  round  the 
works.  Found  it  in  Tain  to  give  him  my  notions  without  an 
interpreter :  Carretto  could  do  this,  but  he  is  engaged.  The 
vizier  has  good  military  ideas,  but  is  not  acquainted  with  for- 
tification ;  and  has  the  Turkish  notion  that  a  stone  wall 
loop-holed  is  sufficient  against  attacks.  He  knows  what  a 
Turkish  army  is  better  than  me,  and  may  be  right,  but  if 
this  wall  resists  the  Turks  they  must  combine  uncommon 
cowardice  with  want  of  discipline. 

"  10th. — Colovo  come  back.  The  vizier  says  he  has 
ordered  the  execution  of  my  plans,  and  had  asked  to  have 
me  remain  here  for  two  months.  This  will  not  be  granted ; 
nor  do  I  wish  it,  for  to  teach  these  people  fortification  is 
impossible :  they  ^sill  not  even  let  me  shew  them  how  a  work 
should  be  constructed.  The  pacha  might  have  a  capital 
artillery  if  he  would  allow  Carretto  to  teach  his  men  :  he  will 
not.  I  brought  a  bombardier,  at  Ali  s  own  request,  yet  they 
would  not  let  him  work,  though  he  could  have  formed  a 
hundred  good  artillerymen  for  them.  The  pacha's  natural 
genius  is  strong,  but  he  has  no  idea  of  the  details  of  war,  or 
how  to  form  troops.  He  has  placed  his  troops  well,  and 
he  knows  they  want  discipline  and  artillery ;  but  with  the 
means  of  having  both  in  perfection  he  does  not  know  how 
to  go  about  the  business." 

The  projected  organization  of  a  new  army  was  soon  stifled 
by  the  vizier.  Possessing  millions,  and  engaged  in  a  struggle 
for  life  or  death,  he  would  not  be  at  the  cost  of  safety  while 
danger  was  not  close  at  hand ;  but  when  the  Turks  crossed 
the  Findus  range  in  September,  when  his  lieutenants  de- 
serted him,  and  his  capital  was  menaced,  he  sent  to  Charles 
Napier,  offering  unlimited  command  and  money.  Have  you 
fortified  the  positions  pointed  out  to  you  when  I  was  at 
Joannina  ?  No ! — Then  you  have  neglected  to  do  that  in 
lime  which  would  have  saved  you,  and  must  now  abide  your 
fate.  You  want  to  give  my  head  to  save  your  own,  but  you 
shall  not.      So  writing,  he  restored  to  Ali  six  thousand 
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potmde  ^von  Tor  reoniiting  :  a  proceeding  wliicb  the  pacha 

inly  oomprehendcd  ns  a  foUy.     But  long  previous  to  this 

'  the    Englishman  hiid  proposed  oSeosive  opemtious, 

ing  the  vizier  that  he  would  place  him  on  the  sultnn'a 

ibroue  in  n  few  months,  if  he  would  advance  a  million  of 

JBonoy,  admit  of  a  new  militiiry  orgnnizatiou.  and  declare 

e  Christiana  Jree.     Carefully  Ali  went  through  the  details, 

Kd  declared  the  project  aound,  yet  with  a  miser's  madness 

fbsed  the  money :  ho  alterwarda  offered  two  millions  bnt 

a  answered  Too  late !  the  Turks  are  in  the  EtolJan  Mono- 

Yon  are  lost!     The  terrihle  vizier's  intrigues  and 

rage  stiaiained  him  howpver  until  1822,  when  he  lost  his 

I,  his  treasure  and  dignity,  precisely  in  the  way  that,  the 

two  last  bad  heen  gnined,  namely,  treachery  and  murder : 

MJoIed  into  a  false  negotiation,  he  was  assassinated  in  hia 

palaoe. 

Xhne  times  before  his  death  Ali  had  heen  visited  by 
Cbodes  Nnpicr,  and  each  time  the  latter  returned  with  the 
ition  that  nothing  really  great  was  to  be  expected  from 
Apaoha,  whose  capacity  was  not  of  the  kind  to  work  np 
I  materials  of  greatneaa  lying  around  him.  But  while 
iiog  him  as  an  accident,  he  saw  signs  of  power,  inde- 
ndent  of  the  vizier's  policy,  tending  towards  an  explosion 
hieli  might  open  a  noble  course  for  a  better  man,  and  ru- 
f^Ted  to  prepare  fur  opportunity  by  gaining  exact  know- 
)  of  the  Greeks  as  a  people.  In  this  view  he  asked 
feiTe  to  travel  in  Greece,  but  the  auUiorities  at  Corfu  wen 
0  aveiw,  and  his  own  disgust  at  Ali's  avarice  so  great,  that 
B  even  onlercd  into  negotiations  fur  exchanging  into  his 
tild  regiment  the  staff  corps:  and  again  came  the  strong 
^Mrning  to  be  with  his  mother.  Writing  from  Corfu  the 
IBdi  of  Januiiry  he  says,  "I  mean  to  ask  Hir  Thomas  tor 
l««6  to  go  liome.  Twice  has  Sir  F.  Adam  refused  me 
)  Atliena,  becanse  he  is  under  the  thumb  of 


\ia  Thomas.     It  i 


very 


for  there  is  certainly  a 


kl  oouunotioQ  in  Greece,  produced  by  a  desire  for  free- 
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dom,  and  by  the  working  of  Riissiau  agents.  God  knows 
how  all  will  turn  out,  but  dearest  mother  I  hope  not  to  pass 
anotlier  year  from  you ;  if  J  do  I  might  as  well  have  been 
finished  at  Corufia  this  day  twelve  years."  However  ho 
pressed  for  leave  to  travel  in  Greece  ao  strongly  that  it  was 
at  last  granted, 

"  Journal,  February  5th, — Left  Corfu  yesterday,  and  at 
night  bivouacked  on  the  rocks  of  Mortn.  Nothing  more 
agreeable  or  exhilarating  than  a  bivouac ;  it  i^  a  stale  of 
nature,  witli  the  comforts  of  civilization  as  to  food  and  the 
means  of  eating  it ;  it  combines  novelty  with  exercise,  and 
generally  with  fine  scenery ;  fatigue  makes  np  for  want  of 
bed,  and  as  every  one  is  employed  oooking,  or  lighting  firt^ 
all  are  usefully  employed. 

"  Corinth,  29th,— The  isthmus  is  easy  to  defend.    A  steep 
ridge  runs  from  the  Aero-corinthus  towards  Cenchrefi:  this 
ridge,  the  Aero  itself,  and  some  works  between  tliQ  Uua 
and  the  sea,  would  present  a  position  hardly  to  be 
The  ridge  is  very  high,  it  appears  a  perfect  precjpi«e|< 
could  by  scarping  be  easily  made  so.    The  isthmus  is  c«pab]l 
of  the  most  powerful  defence,  without  cutting  through  it 
from  sea  to  sea,  yet  that  this  cutting  ciui  be  done  iherc  is  oo 
doubt.     However  the  difficulties  can  only  be  estimated  by 
careful  examination,  which  is  not  to  be  done  by  a  trnvi 
watched  by  the  Turks. 

"  March  1st. — Rode  along  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  wal 
and  traced  the  cat  made  by  Cwsur.  which  is  one-fourth 
the  way,  and  may  be  carried  the  whole  length  witliout  diS^ 
culty.     How  far  it  could  be  made  to  answer  as  a  oommcrdi 
communication  I  will  not  decide,  but  have  little  doubt 
the  utility  in  that  way  :  in  a  military  view  it  would  pi 
an  immense  ditch,  which  would  be  impassable.    Tbc  mck 
the  hardest  part  seems  of  a  rotten  kind,  generally  a  sol 
sandstone,  and  in  some  places  shelly.     Following  the 
of  a  natural  ravioe  would  ditiiinisb  the  labour,  and  in 
part  the  canal  would  be  commimded  by  Mount  Gcnmiun 
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jet  thai  part  of  the  mount  admits  of  being  strongly  fortified 
te  an  advaaced  work,  and  would  therefore  strengthen  the 
Une.  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  part  of  Geraniun  might 
b«  lowered,  but  it  certiunly  might  be  made  a  gigantic  t^ie  de 
pont  to  a  great  artificial  river,  which  river  should  be  made 
very  wide,  and  revetted  on  both  sides  with  the  large  cut 
stones  that  formed  the  ancient  wall. 

"  The  great  force  in  attack  ia  the  ricochet  fire  invented  hy 
Tauban.  iind  it  could  be  rurely,  if  at  all,  used  in  besieging 
this  isthmus,  because  the  proiongnlions  of  the  faces  would 
md  in  the  sea,  or  close  under  the  fire  of  other  bastions.  It 
would  be  a  siege  of  years ;  and  a  second  line  of  great 
slrengtli  might  be  made  by  works  either  detached  or  con- 
nected firom  the  north  of  Cunchrea,  towards  Hexiimila,  and 
nonh  of  it  turning  down  to  the  sea:  those  heightfl  are 
istrong  and  in  one  or  two  places  fortifications  were  begun 
by  the  Venetians.  A  third  line  would  be  the  great  ridge 
of  preoipitoiis  rocks  extending  from  the  tower  towards  the 
Acro-oorinibus,  and  nearly  pei'pendicular  the  whole  way 
the  deep  gully  which  separates  it  fi-om  the  Acro-corinilnis 
is  a  pnss  which,  if  n  few  works  were  added,  no  army  would 
like  to  enter.  The  Acro-oorinthus  is  somewhat  higher  than 
tiis  ridge,  and  from  thence  to  the  sea  is  a  ftne  plain  whii-ii 
niight  he  strongly  fortified,  and  would  be  tianked  by  th.- 
Acro-corinthus  and  the  sea.  These  three  lines,  of  such 
niusiivB  works,  would  he  no  doubt  a  vast  undertaking,  but 
thittxti-.nt  would  bo  only  six  miles  for  one,  and  three  and  it 
"»!f  miles  for  the  other.  And  I  nm  not  looking  for  ihe 
e^Mution  to  men  hired  by  a  government,  hut  to  200,001* 
(Jreelia  in  arms  for  liberty,  labouring  day  and  night  to  form 
irefugi^  for  llm  whole  nation,  in  which  to  defy  the  force  «l 
liirkisy.  A  man  who  knows  how  lo  animate  an  artiiv  would 
^uake  ibcm  work  wiih  eulbusiasm,  and  tliey  would  cut  the 
pHlunm  liku  magic ! 

B"ilarch  2nd, — Argos.     The  road  here  furnishes  a  succes- 
Blof  Btrotig  positions:  and  in  the  plain  of  Cleone  rises .«. 
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hill  on  which  the  town  stood ;  this  plain  is  very  fine,  and  the 
hill  commands  it  in  every  direction  so  far  as  gnns  can  netdi. 
Commanding  the  main  road  into  the  Morea,  by  Tripolitit, 
it  is  a  position  of  importance  and  strength,  where  an  army 
forced  from  the  isthmus  could  rally :  it  is  supported  ob 
each  flank  by  rocky  mountains,  apparently  impassable  if 
defended  by  light  troops.     There  are  others  in  rear  to 
which  the  army  could  retire   as   they  touch  the  hill  of 
Gleone,  which  appears  to  have  been  formerly  scarped  lor 
defence.    This  facility  of  reaching  the  rocks  would  seam 
the  army  from  a  superior  cavalry,  and  render  the  whole 
position  good  for  an  army  to  receive  battle,  as  its  retreit 
could  be  made  amongst  mountains  from  right  centre  or 
left.     If  victorious,  the  enemy  would  be  thrown  back  oa 
the  Gulph  of  Corinth  or  the  ^gean  Sea,  and  cut  off  fifoa 
the  isthmus  if  the  pursuit  was  hot :  at  all  events  a  beiteo 
army  crowding  into  the  isthmus  would  be  cruelly  handled, 
especially  if  he  had  left  the  Acro-corinthus  untakeo. 

"  From  Cleone  to  the  plain  of  Argos  the  road  is  fell  of 
passes,  every  one  disputable ;  and  if  the  enemy  had  an  io* 
ferior  cavalry  he  would  find  the  plain  of  Argos  dangerous- 
A  Greek  army  should  try  one  general  action  at  Cleone  after 
losing  the  isthmus,  because  able,  if  beaten,  to  escape;  oi 
if  victorious,  sure  of  destroying  the  enemy.     Should  ke 
attempt  to  pass  the  position  there  the  Greeks  could  in- 
stantly take  the  initiative.    But  he  dare  not  pass  towtf^ 
Napoli,  or  Patras,  while   a  Greek   army  lay  at  Cleoa^I 
or  I  should  say  in  front  of  the  Nemean  plains,  for  tie 
maps  are  so  incorrect  that  I  doubt  if  the  remains  of  a  town 
or  hill  in  a  great  plain,  wliich  is  the  place  I  mean,  is  CleoDe- 
the  village  of  Klegna  is  at  some  distance,  though  the  map* 
place  them  on  the  same  spot.     The  road  from  Corinth  to 
Argos  by  Cleone  and  Nemea  is  practicable  for  artillery ;  the 
torrents  would  cut  it  in  wet  weather,  but  it  could  be  easBj 
shouted  by  making  bridges,  the  materials  for  which  are  on 
the  spot.     The  mountain  road  to  Napoli  from  Corinth  it 
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not  pnseable  for  any  but.  small  guns  or  mulefi :  uor  could 
infttntry  ensilv  march  along  h  in  many  places,  except  by 
single  files.  I  am  doubtful  ako  wlietlier  the  road  to  Argos 
by  Nemea  would  long  boar  the  marcli  of  troops  in  wet 
weather,  a§  it  Is  a  natural  not  a  made  road:  yet  a  Litle 
trouble  would  make  it  sound,  and  tberel'ore  I  call  it  a  good 
mad  for  an  anny. 

"March  3rd. — Returned  by  the  direct  road  to  Corinth, 
tbrough  the  Arachne  Mountains.  Saw  only  a  few  rains  at 
Corinth:  the  greatest  seemed  a  fine  aqoeduct,  that  no  one. 
-  swms  (o  know  anything  about;  nor  have  I  met  with  any 
Hsveller  who  has  seen  it.  Formed  of  enormous  hewn  stones 
il  passes  underground,  and  I  had  no  time  to  truce  Its  course, 
but  it  opens  on  the  side  of  Corinth  which  is  next  the  sea; 
thitt  is,  on  a  line  drawn  from  the  top  of  the  Aero- corin thus 
lo  the  landing-place  of  the  Gulph  of  Corinth.  My  belief 
i>  that  it  runs  uiidor  the  whole  town,  round  the  Acro- 
corinthus. 

"March  5lh. — My  murmuri,  or  leave  to  ride  to  Athens 
cotnes. 

"  6tJi. — All  the  country  of  Greece  that  I  have  yet  seen 
furnishes  the  strongest  positions  in  abundance;  the  greai 
difficulty  would  be  to  move  guns,  but  industry  and  reso- 
lution would  carry  a  six-poonder  wherever  a  goat  could  go : 
■t  is  hard  to  say  whore  guns  cannot  go.     Mountain  guns, 
l^uur- pounders,  are  very  useful,   notwithstanding  the   con- 
tempt with  which   some  inexperienced  officers  of  artillery 
titai  them :  tliis  arises  from  forgetting  that  each  arm  must 
be  an  aid  to  the  others,  and  all  four  uuited. 
^m~  "March  7Lh  lo  Uih. — Athens.     The  Fineus  harhoiu*  is 
^■bHy  fine  one,  and  may  be  rendered  very  strong  against  a 
^^^■d  ■Usck :    the  promontory  is  not  commanded.    Should 
^^^■Mkvfreed,  the  isthmus  out,  tlie  old  port  of  Corinth 
^^^^BBun  the  Corinthian  Gulph,  the  Cenchrea  port  on 
^^^H|^[plB  nde,  Corinth  would  be  one  of  the  first  cities  of 
^^^Mt«.     She  would  be  the  half-way   house   between  the 
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Adriatic  ports  aod  Constantinople  in  peaoe;  and  in  war, 
being  the  key  to  the  Morea,  its  importance  would  be 
augmented. 

'*  The  next  thing  of  importance  to  note  is  the  Maid  of 
Athens !  She  has  good  eyes,  good  teeth,  and  a  tolerably 
brown  skin :  very  like  a  Jewess.  Had  I  beard  nothing  about 
her,  she  would  have  passed  with  me  as  a  pretty  girl,  no 
more.  She  and  her  sisters  have  gentle  pleasing  manners, 
with  that  natural  civility  which  is  to  me  more  admirable, 
and  really  genteel  in  a  woman,  than  the  highest  artificial 
breeding:  when  both  are  united  it  is  perfection.  These 
girls  are  not  afifected,  nor  do  they  scream,  as  many  of  the 
Greek  and  Italian  ladies  do,  which  is  to  me  insufferable. 
To  say  the  maid  of  Athens  is  not  affected  is  to  say 
much  for  a  girl  whose  beauty  has  been  spread  abroad 
amongst  many  nations  by  Lord  Byron's  yerses;  but 
these  poor  girls  have  too  many  admirers  amongst  our 
travellers  ever  to  get  married  to  their  own  countrymen. 
I  think  our  people  behave  ill  in  paying  so  much  attention ; 
they  should  either  marry  them  or  be  off.  But  though  I 
think  we  do  as  much,  or  more  than  other  men,  when  we  see 
a  woman  in  distress,  or  ill-used,  wo  are  very  justly  com- 
plained of  by  women  of  all  nations.  We  seldom  marry 
those  whose  rank  and  conduct  admit  of  no  other  thoughts ; 
and  those,  who  being  married  use  the  liberty  their  customs 
admit  of,  we  betray,  by  boasting  of  their  favours;  it  is  a 
general  complaint,  and  is  true  as  it  is  dishonourable:  we 
seem  to  forget  the  proverb  of  Never  kiss  and  tell.  Now, 
without  saying  it  is  right  to  kiss,  I  am  quite  sure  it  is 
infamous  to  tell.  The  maid  of  Athens  and  her  sisters  have 
escaped  even  scandal. 

"  March  14. — The  ancient  Platea.  There  never  was 
such  a  country  for  defence  as  Greece,  so  far  as  I  have 
seen.  The  walls  of  Platea  can  be  just  traced,  and  tlie 
plain  is  fine ;  but  from  thence  again  get  into  a  country  of 
defiles,  less  strong  however  than  before.    The  road  runs 
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elose  lo  ihe  great  mnrsh  Copais  ;  and  at  one  point  ihe  mouii- 

taJD  eomee  so  o^ar  as  to  furnish  a  positioD  of  great  strength 

Against  au  invader:  I  speak  only  of  one  road,  I   believe 

F'diere  are  tlirec  which  pass  into  Attioa,  but  tliey  are  divided 

mountains  impassable  for  an  army  :    these   mounhiins 

nk  evo77  position  that  I  have  passed,  and  the  report  of 

lie  conntry  people  is  that  the  others  are  the  same. 

^  Marth  15.  — Livadia  is  not  in  itself  particularly  defen- 
uible,  but  would  form  part  of  a  position  if  the  tremendous 
teighta  around  it  were  ocmipiod.  My  time  is  loo  1imit<Ml 
r  to  be  sure,  but  my  notion  is,  that  if  a  general  action  were  to 
be  fonght  to  save  Livadia  and  Attica,  it  should  he  where 
tlie  battle  of  Clieronea  was  gained  by  Philip,      Pindus  i 

tPtmnssas  secure  the  left  flajik ;  a  branch  river  and  the 
hake  Copais  the  right;  all  the  plain  is  clayey,  intersected 
by  B  branch  of  the  Melona,  and  innumerable  rivulets,  and 
tber«fore  very  difficult  for  guns  to  pass  in  wet. 
"March  16. — Reached  the  Khan  near  ThermopylK  an 
hour  before  sunset ;  the  road  is  a  chain  of  defiles  ending  at 
TbermopyliB,  where  I  also  end  my  journey  northwards.  It 
is  not  the  pose  it  was,  hut  is  still  a  great  point ;  the  sea  has 
leuoded,  bat  the  marsh  would  defv  the  passage  of  an  army  : 
the  posn  ia  only  wider,  and  could  still  he  defended  by  three 
UioDsoDd  instead  of  three  hundred  I 

"March  17. — Bode  to  Salona  by  a  road  of  tremendous 
defik-s :  except  in  the  Alps  I  never  saw  such  defiles.  There 
ve  small  plains  in  these  beautiful  valleys,  which  are  very 
rich :  tiiflt  near  Saluna  la  a  vineyard,  and  the  richest  one  I 


"March  18.— Went  to  Delphi  lo  visit  Apollo,  who,  as 
1  un  not  A  doctor,  or  fiddler,  or  poet,  would  not  reeeive  me, 
uid  I  left  my  ticket.  The  priests  might  well  say  The  god 
«Quld  defend  himself:  they  could  defend  or  hide  their 
iiiiBsures  with  ease. 

la. — Rode   twelve   hours,  lost   my  way   iu  ihe  moun- 
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tains,  baited  on  tbe  bank  of  tbe  river  Phidari,  and  tka 
20th  reached  Lepanto.  These  two  days  spent  in  Ho 
mountains  were  delightful,  the  country  is  impenetial^' 
for  an  enemy,  and  the  beauty  beyond  description.  W1l4 
a  country  to  be  destroyed  by  tyranny  !  Bat  this  sti^ 
of  things  cannot  last  much  longer,  in  the  midst  « 
civilized  nations.  The  Turkish  rule  is  coming  to  m 
end,  every  Greek  peasant  sees,  and  feels  too,  that  t9 
cause  of  his  country  is  his  own  particular  cause:  th^ 
are  indeed  in  a  wretched  state  of  barbarism  and  basene^ 
but  have  points  of  advantage  which  will  do  the  Tnrlc 
job.  P.  They  see  what  other  countries  around  them  am 
and  know  that  their  own  is  equally  fine,  and  with  gr^fl 
advantages  for  commerce.  2^.  They  know  what  they  were, 
and  are  therefore  more  galled  by  their  chains  now. 
3*^.  They  see  what  the  Turks  are.  Against  them  the  only 
bad  thing  is  that  the  Turks  begin  to  perceive  what  they 
are  themselves ;  and  if  they  reform,  the  Greeks  will  never 
gain  independence :  however  only  a  few  Turks  perceive 
their  wants,  whereas  all  tbe  Greeks  know  them  and  will 
give  themselves  up  to  the  first  power  that  will  send  a 
regiment  to  Constantinople. 

"  Corfu.-— To  my  regret,  I  left  Patras  just  a  few  days 
before  the  Greek  insurrection  broke  out.  The  Greeks  may 
be  bad ;  what  can  they  be  under  the  treatment  they  get  ? 
But  my  opinion  is  that  they  will  succeed,  yet  never  having 
been  sure  of  my  own  courage  I  cannot  be  sure  of  other 
people's.  If  they  don't  fight  hard  the  Turks  will  chop 
them  into  kabobs,  I  have  got  leave  to  go  home,  expect 
to  carry  dispatches,  and  hope  to  find  the  road  blocked  by 
new  constitutions  or  avalanches  :  both  troublesome  to 
travelling  gentlemen." 

Proceeding  now  to  England,  and  still  meditating  on  the 
career  opening  for  himself  through  the  Greek  troubles,  he 
published  anonymously  a  pamphlet  styled  the    "War  in 
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Oreece,"  which  had  a  large  circulation  and  was  indeed  a 
very  eloquent  and  passionate  picture  of  the  state  of  that 
country  and  the  horrors  perpetrated  by  both  sides,  com- 
mingled  with  an  appeal  in  favour  of  the  Greeks  and  a 
condemnation  of  their  revengeful  passions. 
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TENTH    EPOCH. 


FIRST  PERIOD. 


In  January  1822  Charles  Napier  returned  to  Corfii,  and 
thus  resumed  the  correspondence  with  his  mother.    ''Sir 
P.  Adam  lately  asked  me,  if  the  command  of  an  island 
were  offered,  would  I  take  it  and  say  nothing  ?     My  answer 
was,  ready  to  go  where  ordered,  but  I  will  not  take  a 
government  as  a  favour  from  Sir  Thomas  Maitland.    After 
many  silly  compliments  about  Sir  Thomas's  high  opinion  of 
me  &c.  came   out,  that  the  impetuosity  and  violence  of 
my  character   and  politics  made  him   fear  mischief,  and 
that  it  would  cause  disturbance.     Guy  Fawkes !    This  is 
the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  my  violence  in  politics  except 
from  Tories,  who  call  everybody  violent  that  don't  agiw 
with  them  :  however,  having  the  name,  it  must  be  merited. 
Sir  Frederick  Adam  has  acted  like  a  gentleman  in  telling 
me   frankly  what  he  thought  and   what  he  heard.     He 
was  urgent  for  me  to  say  I  would  take  an  island  without 
discussion,  but  was  told  that  must  depend  on  the  way  it 
was  offered.     So  ended  our  conversation.     You  see  what 
Maitland's  character  must  be,  to  imagine  a  man  s  politics 
can  influence  the  execution  of  his  duty :  it  may  be  inferred 
that  this  is  his  habit." 

Notwithstanding  this  rough  discussion  he  was,  without 
any  concession,  appointed  on  the  12th  of  March  1822  to  be 
military  Resident  of  Cephalonia :  that  is  to  say  the  despotic 
lieutenant  of  the  lord  high  commissioner  :  they  were  a  con- 
ception of  Maitland's  and  thus  defended  by  Napier,  in  a 
published  work  called  **  The  Colonies." 

"  The  islands  were  full  of  political  and  private  factions, 
which  had  been  recently  in  arms,  and  had  shed  blood ;  the 
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•Motives  iherefure  could  not  be  safely  entrusted  ivilb  power: 
't  Would  Imve  been  to  support  fnclioo  in  perverting  law. 
M«jijnii(j^  residing  at  Corfu,  required  representatives  in  the 
^Vter  islands,  and  as  be  could  not  give  nil  places  to  Eng- 
•isbnien,  made  bis  Residents  very  powerful  to  control.  But 
"^  also  imposed  great  responsibility.  They  were  placed  to 
protect  the  people  against  feudal  oppression,  before  which, 
'•■<im  remotest  times,  the  law  hud  bent ;  and  the  feudal  chiefs 
^ere  still  intent  to  mske  both  the  law  and  Mnitland  bend  to 
"ieiT  passions ;  wherefore  be  created  himself  dictator,  and 
his  Resideuls  despots,  but  to  sustain  not  overrule  law." 

Being  now  absolute  in  command,  Charles  Napier,  whose 
intellect  had  been  long  armed  for  tbe  encounter,  at  once 
commenced  reforms,  social  and  political,  and  the  con- 
slniclioD  of  public  works  on  a  senle  equally  gigantic  and 
useful.  Everything  indeed,  sensate  and  insensate,  required 
u  vi^roiis  interposition  of  corrective  power ;  for  social 
mliUions  were  at  tbe  lowest  point  coinpaTible  with  any 
dyilizhtion,  and  the  topography  opposed  the  greatest 
obstacles  u>  amelioration.  The  Black  Mountain,  and  ibat 
of  Kanilangada,  the  first  more  tlian  five  tbousand  feet 
high,  domineered,  and  with  their  tongues  and  'connecting 
ridges  furuied  valleys  too  isolated  for  traffic.  The  inhabi- 
tanLi  viewed  each  other  as  strangers,  and  even  made  war 
m  ihc  instigation  of  their  seignors,  who  were  tyrannical 
luid  bloody ;  one  bad  not  long  before  put  twenty  prisoners 
tc  death  in  cold  blood,  and  the  law  was  silent!  indeed  it 
was  common  for  a  seignor  to  sit  iu  court  and  direct  tbe 
judges.  Lawless  judicature  was  liowever  very  prevalent, 
iho  state  of  the  prisons  was  horrible.  The  fear  of 
r  from  the  continent  was  strong,  and  the  qiinran- 
i  sanguinarv ;  yet  bands,  and  even  single  men, 
leotly  descended  on  tbe  coast,  to  murder,  ravish,  and 
J  awfty  children  ns  slaves.  Agriculture  was  almost  lost 
I  art,  inland  traffic  there  was  none,  commerce  Ian- 
,  fislieries  were  neglected,  and  all  the  resources  of 
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the  island  were  disregarded,  though  the  people  were  intelli- 
gent and  apt.  With  these  abuses,  and  disorders,  and  natural 
difficulties,  the  new  Resident  immediately  grappled. 

To  remedy  the  feudal  mischief  he  proceeded  to  strengthen 
the  courts  of  law  and  restore  the  dignity  of  the  judges. 

To  dissipate  the  enmities  of  tlie  valleys  and  effecl  a 
general  association,  he  resolved  to  pierce  the  mountains 
with  roads. 

For  improvement  of  agriculture  he  aided  the  labourer 
with  loans,  instructed  him  by  a  model  farm,  furnished  easy 
access  to  markets,  which  he  created,  and  in  various  ways 
excited  the  landholder's  sense  of  self-interest. 

To  faciUtate  commerce  he  constructed  quays  and  light- 
houses, improved  the  harbour,  and  established  fisheries. 

With  sanatory  objects  he  drained  marshes,  swept  away 
old  filthy  quarters,  and  constructed  wide  streets. 

For  repression  of  crime  he  organized  a  vigilant  police  on 
a  military  plan ;  and  with  a  benevolent  design  constructed 
a  prison  on  the  best  models,  after  the  principles  of  eminent 
philanthropists  modified  by  his  own  practical  sagacity. 

All  these  tilings  he  undertook  and  pushed  them  forward 
with  such  a  creative  faculty,  with  so  much  subtle  applica- 
tion of  stimulants,  and  strength  of  controlment^  that  an 
astonishing  success  attended  all  his  measures. 

"  Argostoh,  March  12th. — Dear  mother,  my  kingdom  is 
of  sixty  thousand  people,  and  martial  law  exists.  That  is 
the  courts  of  justice  are  closed,  and  I  can  send  any  one  to 
death  without  trial  or  appeal.  This  is  a  fearful  power  iw 
the  hands  of  one  man ;  but  feeling  no  inclination  to  be  un- 
just or  cruel,  it  does  not  annoy  me :  I  even  like  it  If  com- 
pelled to  hang  any  one,  it  shall  be  done  on  the  perfect 
conviction  that  it  is  right  to  do  so :  the  Creator  cannot 
then  be  displeased  with  the  created,  for  a  want  of  a  judg- 
ment which  He  has  not  bestowed.  The  desire  to  act  with 
honour  is  all  that  is  in  the  power  of  man.  My  hope  19 
not  to  be  very  cruel ;  but  they  have  here  a  horrible  trick  oF 
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oimals  out  of  spite  to  tbe  owners,  and  wlioever 
llius  torinres  auimob  shall  pny  for  it  with  his  owd  skin. 
Addi-d  U)  this  power  there  is  no  small  responsibility  and 
exertion ;  for  yuiir  Greek  is  litigioas,  and  all  the  financial, 
fts  vfell  as  the  criminal  and  militnry  business  ia  on  my 
Lands :  do  not  therefore  expect  long  letters  from  one  who 
haa  scKTcely  time  to  ent,  or  take  exercise.  My  predecessor 
ia  goin^  home  half  dead  from  the  labour;  but  to  me  it  is 
bettltfa,  spirit,  everything!     I  live  for  some  use  now. 

"March  18th. — I  am  well,  Cephalonia  is  healtliy,  and 
my  staff  surgeon  Mr.  Muir  ia  a  very  clever  fellow,  and  most 
successful  practitioner,  having  killed  fewer  people  than  any 
other.  Government  house,  a  niogiiificent  one  on  the  water 
edge,  has  ft  bathing  room.  I  have  a  horrible  deal  of  state 
to  endure ;  to  hear  how  I  am  loved  hy  the  Cep  ha!  on  iotas, 
and  to  say  bow  I  dote  upon  them  is  absolutely  necessary. 
I  don't  much  mind  the  receiving  of  deputations,  except  that 
it  wenrs  out  my  embroidered  coat ;  hut  it  is  a  bore  to  have 
erory  mortal  one  meets  in  a  populous  town  bowing  and 
sorikping.  My  prayer  is  for  martial  law  to  end,  for  their 
tiiigalion  puts  my  patience  to  a  severe  test :  six  hours  daily 
iir«  gi^on  to  their  causes.  Tboy  will  however  he  sorry  when 
it  ends,  tis  I  settle  four  or  five  suits  daily,  and  they  have  no 
advocates  to  pay ;  whereas  in  the  ci^il  courts  these  causes 
would  have  token  months,  even  years,  and  rogues  to  be  paid 
all  the  time !  The  prisons  or  rather  dungeons  are  tnily  dis- 
^natiiig,  and  I  have  taken  measures  to  relievo  the  miserable 
^Htsbes  shut  up  in  them  :  the  Block  Hole  of  Calcutta  was 
^^pvbly  worse,  but  could  not  have  been  much  worse  I.}taa 
Hb  dnngeon.  where  thirteen  men  were  almost  suffocated. 
^■T-n  I  took  out,  and  if  no  other  good  comes  jail  fever 
.11  bo  thus  prevented,  and  the  poor  wretches  will  be  more 
It  '-wk:  better  hang  than  have  them  ae  they  were  this 
■Biinung. 
"April  17th.— To  describe  all  done  and  to  do  is  impoe- 
ti  but  it  amuses  me  much  ;  power  is  never  disagreeable, 
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I  am  building  a  luzzaretto  and  a  quay;  neither  on 
plan,  but  tbey  interest  me  almost  as  much  as  if  ihcy  weiwV 
Wonid  that  Lord  William  Bentinik  were  coming  as  oommirf 
sioner.  Tor  then  our  infamous  prisons  and  roads  would  haii 
a  chance  uf  amendment,     I  have  not  command  uf  a  shillidl 
for  these  things  ;  and  though  Sir  Thomas  is  bo  far  right,  i 
ought  lu  do  the  needfo]  himself:  the  island  is  lost  for  waj 
of  roads,  and  the  prisons  are  diegraceful  to  civilization. 
work  is  too  hard  to  leave  me  otherwise  than  well,  and  thinj 
have  already  got  into  a  little  better  state  than  tliey  n 
before  my  coming. 

"  I  was  compeDed  to  go  to  church  a  few  days  ago  i 
great  form,  and  to  ait  half  an  hour  hearing  myself  piajM 
for.      Besides  being  king  I  am  bishop  here,  and  all  the  col 
vents  and  churches  are  under  my  orders :  the  priests  cuiai 
kill  a  fowl  without  my  written  order.     On  my  ishuroh  pro- 
cession I   passed  the    prison    and    liberated  five    prisoners 
whose  crimes  were  not  great;  half-civilized  people  like  thes^ 
things,  and  this  has  put  me  high  in  public  favour.     Now — 
tell  me  your  goings  on  dearest  mother:  every  moment  lefte- 
me  for  thinking  of  you  is  so  applied,  and  with  regret  that:^— ' 
my  otherwise  pleasant  life  is  passed  far  from  you.     Mean — "" 
while  I  am  working  hard  to  get  a  new  barraek  built,  and^^ 
mean  to  execute  it  myself,  and  hope  to  save  many  soldiers 
lives,  now  yearly  lost  by  bad  lodging  and  the  vicinity  of  ^^^ 
marsh.      The  lazzaretto  is  nearly  finished,  and  my  quaytgC^^ 
are  begun ;  and  I  am  going  round  the  island  in  a  boat  wJll^""^ 
a  lent  for  land  in  rough  weather. 

"June  and. — Martial  law  is  over,  and  no  longer  chaine^^Ej 
to  a  desk  I  have  two  hours'  riding  for  one  of  writing :  thi^^^ 
is  well,  and  I  am  well,  when  there  is  time  lo  asocriain,  but^^* 
that  is  so  seldom  tliat  I  may  have  been  ill  without  knowin^^^ 
it.  No  one  is  sick  when  they  have  enough  to  do,  and  I  im^^  ' 
going  to  begin  a  great  work  which  you  may  thus  jndg^^^ 
of.  Cephalouia  is  divided  by  a  range,  called  the  Blaci'^ 
Mountain,  said  to  be  QOOO  feet  high  (638(1),  aud  it  catino* 
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r  flhort,  for  snow  remains  ihrougli  half  the  aummer. 
i  drendrti),  and  my  intent  is  to  make  n  good 
Tbe  peasantry  are  summoned  to  worlt  without  pay,  a 
B  one  day  in  the  week  for  eaeii  man.  Onu  road  )ias 
already  carried  by  me  over  a  precipice  to  unite  two 
ill  districts;  it  was  a  short  hut  laborious  Job,  and  the 
B  were  very  angry  at  the  work,  but  now  it  is  done  are 
llled.  Idle  rascala  who  said  they  should  be  starved  by 
[  a  day's  work  for  themselves,  now  stand  smoking  and 
f  their  neighbours  on  all  the  other  days ! 
fou  must  know  that  the  Greeks  have,  from  bad  govem- 
I  come  to  that  strange  state,  that  the  instant  they  are 
i  justly  they  conclude  it  is  a  humbug  and  try  to  be 
Iband :  to  deal  with  thera  demands  caution  and  care  in 
fg  out  what  ought  to  he  done,  and  then  bullying  all 
jeeisL  Such  tricks  are  played  as  would  kill  you  with 
tor,  but  my  despotism  grows  stronger;  tbey  like  it, 
i  most  be  owned  that  I  indulge  their  liking:  however 
sing  witli  them  all  is  good-humour.  Three  villages 
earns  to  remonstrate  against  my  road,  five  to  approve : 
listened,  the  argument  would  have  gone  on  for  ever. 
»  told  that  the  road  must  be  finished  first,  and 
juao  absent  from  the  corvee  should  be  imprisoned, 
|g  Tillage  tioeil:  but,  as  there  could  be  no  doubt,  from 
jfcey  said,  that  it  would  he  very  useless  when  finished, 
aid  then  have  a  hundred  hours  of  argument.  Why 
jli«  three  against  the  road  ?  they  were  at  war  willi  a 
it  wluch  will  he  benefited  by  it.  Why  should  tliey 
S>r  their  enemies,  who  on  a  former  occasion  would  not 
Ibr  theu!  Having  to  deal  with  tliis  spirit  there  is 
>Uiini;  BO  simple  and  useful,  and  satisfactory  as  knocking 

?ides  down ! 

'.liiDc  JOib. — Health  besets  me.     Up  early  and  writing 
;  then  feed  and  work  in  office  till  twelve,  sometimes 
fee  o'clock,  swim,  dine,  and  then  horseback  visiting 
J.making.      tiomeumes    on    horseback   at    twelve 
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o'clock ;  for  having  many  public  works  in  hand,  other 
ness  must  at  times  lie  by  for  a  day,  but  getting  up  at  fa 
o'clock  brings  up  lost  time.     I  take  no  rest  myself,  and  giv 
nobody  else  any :  all  were  getting  too  fat,  and  my  workm 
must  be  watched  or  tbey  would  do  nothing.     I  do  watc 
and  work.    I  have  begun  to  dry  up  a  portion  of  a  1 
marsh  near  the  town:  this  gives  great  satisfaction,  as 
summer  sickness  comes  &om  the  marsh.    Expect  no 
from  me  save  about  roads.     My  head  is  so  full  of  them  tha 
I  think  more  of  McAdam  than  of  anything  else,  save 
pyramidal  pedestal  for  Maitland's  statue ;  that  is  very  inte 
resting  because  it  pleases  the  people,  who  consider  the  stato 
itself  a  great  effort  of  genius :  their  pride  is  great  on  thi^ 
subject,  and  my  dislike  of  old  Tom  will  not  lead  me  to  mak^ 
war  on  his  statue.     This  life  is  pleasant  for  me,  very  mucks 
so ;  but  my  constant  desire  is  to  see  you  again :   howeveK" 
we  are  not  in  this  world  to  moan  and  groan,  but  for  woric, 
and  whoever  works  for  good  does  what  he  ought  to  do. 
There  is  nothing  so  good  for  everybody  as  having  something 
to  do ;  it  diverts  the  mind  and  preserves  health :  therefore 
read,  and  amuse  yourself  dearest  mother,  amusement  is  even 
better  than  business  for  old  people.     Bead  novels,  laugh, 
cry,  scold,  eat,  drink,  and  even  get  Crib  to  give  you  a  few 
lessons  in  the  fancy  way. 

'*  I  am  called  despotis  or  tyrant.  It  is  curious  that  the 
word  should  still  be  used  here  with  this  simple  meaning, 
while  it  has  by  the  learned  of  Europe  had  an  odium  attached 
to  it,  which  was  not  the  case  of  old :  but  it  is  only  in  the 
country,  not  the  town,  that  the  word  is  applied  to  me.  WeD, 
there  are  sixty  thousand  people  here,  and  not  a  cat  or  a  dog 
have  a  quarrel  but  they  come  to  the  tyrant  to  settle  the 
matter.  The  people  are  very  much  to  my  liking,  but  the 
greatest  liars  in  the  world." 

At  this  time  his  affections  were  deeply  wounded  by  the 
loss  of  his  old  and  dearly-loved  nurse,  Susan  Frost,  who 
had  broken  her  thigh-bone  in  die  socket  by  a  lall,  and  died 
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ntth  great  suffering:  a  long,  a  bruve,  and  virtuous  life  was 

til  as  terminated. 

"June. — Dearest  mother,  you  shall  not  be  afBicted  with 

my  lamentation,  that  which  we  must  hear  we  do  bear.  My 
ifenr  Susan's  death  was  a  great  shock,  and  I  wuald  notwrit«. 
hoping  for  leave  to  spend  ihe  winter  with  you :  but  so  many 
works  arc  now  on  hand,  that  no  one  with  less  exertion 
u>ulil  carry  them  on,  and  a  change  in  the  head  now  would 
cause  loss  to  the  public  and  to  individuals.  Two  months 
more  however  will  probably  complete  tlie  buildings,  and  the 
moat  difficult  parts  of  the  roads ;  that  is  the  passes  over  the 
Iwo  moiintaiu  ranges;  my  other  plans  demand  time  which 
no  exertion  can  shorten.  It  may  be  long  before  we  meet, 
hut  the  time  will  he  passed  in  doing  what  is  useful  for  sixty 
thousand  people. 

KJune  27lh. — The  judges  tonnont  me:  fools  are  made 
«s,  and  clever  advocates  bully  them;  hence  ui\just  and 
id  seniences  are  daily  passed.  My  demand  on  the 
(peneral  government  is  to  make  the  clever  advocates  judges  ; 
but  diey  are  great  radicals,  and  so  it  won't  be  done :  what 
folly !  Everj'tbing  goes  on  well  for  the  Greek  insurgents,  bo 
far  as  we  hear,  but  our  informaiiou  is  defective.  My  friend 
OaptAin  fialaska,  has  been  killed  hy  Ulisses,  another  famous 
optain  :  they  are  jealous  of  any  one  who  gels  a  little  fame, 
i  kill  him.  My  hope  is  still  to  go  home  at  Christmas,  but 
frzoads  must  be  first  finished.  I  am  unpopular  at  present. 
I  gmtlemcn  were  mad  for  roads  when  tliey  thought  tlie 
r  people  were  to  make  them  by  corv6es;  but  when  told 
y  also  must  work  or  pay,  they  were  in  arms :  it  sliall 
wer  be  crammed  down  tlieir  throats.  The  poor  people 
t  willing,  the  genla  unwilling,  hut  i  am  deepotls,  ond 
Ppsjmcnt  is  iriiiing,  my  own  is  greater  than  tbac  of  the 
It  native.  Every  priest  is  mode  to  work  or  pay,  which 
[Ills  the  poor  people ! " 
iuch  great  works  and  reforms  could  not  be  achieved 
tut  overcoming  serious  obstncles,  oud  the  Hesideat  ^9^ 
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not  only  the  designer,  but  the  actual  pioneer  of  his  roads: 
he  and  Captain  Keuuedy  of  the  Boyal  Engineers,  took  the 
lead  at  all  dangerous  places,  and  more  than  once  owed  their 
safety  to  accidental  shrubs  which  they  caught  when  slipping 
from  rocky  ledges.     At  first  Kennedy  was  only  known  to  his 
commander  as  an   officer  under  his  orders;   but  soon  a 
friendship  arose  which  was  never  for  a  moment  clouded 
during  the  life  of  oue,  and  is  not  now  forgotten  by  the 
other.     Captain  Kennedy  s  aid  was  invaluable.     EngiDeer 
and  architect,  his  energy  was  immense,  and  his  capadtr 
evinced  by  beautiful  lighthouses  and  other   constmctioDS 
in  Cephalonia.     Since  then  his  efforts  to  establish  agricol- 
tiural  schools  in  Ireland,  and  his  remarkable  pubUc  reports 
as  secretary  to  the  Devon  and  the  famishing  commissions, 
have  displayed  his  capacity  as  an  administrator:  so  hate 
his  large  views  on  the  rail  system  proper  for  India,  given 
when    appointed    consulting    engineer    in    that   country; 
and  subsequently  his  Bombay  and  Barroda  line  of  railway, 
of  which  he  is  the  surveying,   organizing,  and  directing 
engineer. 

During  these  first  Cephalonian  operations,  Maitland  ht^ 
gone  to  Italy  for  health,  Adam  became  his  viceroy  at  CorfiJ* 
and  soon  displayed  bis  incapacity  for  governing.    Regarding 
pomp  as  vigour,  and   meddling  as   activity,    the   practical 
talent  and  simple  habits  of  the  Cephalonian  Resident  neces^ 
sarily  displeased  him ;  and  the  success  of  the  Cephalonian- 
works  still  more  so.     For  he  also  had  undertaken  road- 
making  in  Corfu ;  but  with  enormous  expence  and  petty 
results,  contrasting  ►strongly  with  the  works  in  Cephalonia, 
where  the  utility  was  great  and  the  oeconomy  marvellous: 
indeed  most  of  the  works   there  repaid   their  cost.     Thus 
nettled.  Sir  Frederick  commenced  that  species  of  underhand, 
official  warfare,  which  men  of  small  minds  and  great  power, 
always    cunningly   conduct    against   superior   spirits  with 
success.     Maitland's  rugged  genius  had  however  truly  esti- 
mated that  of  his  Resident,  and  though  at  a  distance,  kept 
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Adam's  littloneHS  in  subjection :  he  was  at  this  tioic  there- 
fore more  irritaung  than  miachievoiis. 

"  Angtisl  1 0th. — Another  birthday  dear  mother!  thej' 
come  like  a  poor  debtor's  visitors,  often  and  unwished.  The 
sculptor  has  come  with  the  broDze  statue  of  Mnitland,  nine 
fe«i  high.  And  is  dehghted  with  my  pyramidal  base.  He 
cnlls  it  large,  rude,  well-proporlioned  and  unlike  oil  common 
pedestals,  and  will  not  have  nnychiug  changed:  it  is  not 
quite  finished,  for  it  is  not  a  minute's  job  to  cut  a  pyramid 
out  of  the  soUd  rook  twenty-five  feet  high,  forty-five  feet  on 
each  aide,  and  containing  two  thousand  cubic  feet.  Mi- 
other  works  go  on  capitally,  but  Sir  F,  Adam,  for  want  of 
lirger  faults  has  fallen  to  work  on  my  mustachios!  An 
official  formal  order  has  come  from  the  adjutant- general 
■"  shave:  the  answer  was,  obeyed  to  a  hair.  One  can 
:ily  Inugh  at  the  giinibola  of  an  ass.  He  is  said  to  be 
r»louH  of  our  wovks  here,  executed  at  half  the  cost  of  bis 
111  Corfu,  and  this  assault  on  my  whiskers  looks  as  if  il 


"  September  ISth, — A  sudden  order  come  to  prepare  a 
ifL'e  fortress,  culled  Asso,  for  the  SuHot  nation,  which  has 
iiiigralcd.  Asao  is  capable  of  containing  three  himdred 
Lliuusnnd  people :  yet  our  government  knew  nothing  of  its 
existence  until  told  by  me !  Il  is  as  strong  aa  Gibraltar, 
and  was  built  by  the  Venetians  as  a  refuge  /or  Christians^ 
aeainst  the  Turks.  There  the  Suliots  ore  to  be,  and  only 
Iwcoty-four  hours'  notice  given  to  me  for  preparation  ond 
iJidler.  It  is  curious  and  interesting  to  find  a  whole  people 
thus  uniigniting  ;  and  how  strange  to  find  myself  chief  of 
tJie  Suhols,  and  have  iheir  treasure,  for  all  their  aima  and 
money  are  to  be  placed  in  my  hands :  probably  it  will  be 
necessary  to  kill  some  of  tliem  to  produce  order.  Cephn- 
Ionia  wants  people,  nod  tho  Suliots  are  the  best  of  tliii 
Greeks:  but  this  emigration  will  leave  the  Turks  a  large 
disposable  force  to  act  against  the  Morea.  The  general  wu^ 
here  Iwt  veek  with  two  frigates,  and  some  smaller  vessels. 
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and  for  three  days  my  home  was  in  beaucoop  de  confiisios, 
like  the  French  debates! 

''  Miss  Napier,  September  27th. — The  death  of  Lord 
Londonderry  shocks  me,  as  an  event  by  which  yon,  my  ieu 
Louisa,  and  his  poor  wife  will  suffer  much.     We  do  not  re- 
gret death  for  the  person  who  dies,  bat  for  those  who  soiwe 
to  suffer.    Whatever  my  feelings  towards  him  alive  were, 
with  him  they  die,  and  nothing  but  feeling  for  bis  wife  re- 
mains.   May  God  give  her  that  strength  He  seldom  denies 
to  those  who  lose  their  loved  ones !    Her  mind  is  too  vigor- 
ous and  elastic  for  very  lasting  suffering,  but  she  has  do 
children   which  makes  the  wound  deeper :    her  whole  life 
shifts.     Well,  she  has  tasted  of  the  common  cup,  of  which 
dear  sister  you  have  had  a  large  draught     Your  desire  ibr 
a  heaven  of  cats  and  children  is  amusing :  but  let  me  gite 
vou  an  account  of  the  Suhots. 

**  There  are  more  than  fourteen  hundred,  and  above  half 
are  Palikars,  old  warriors.     They  wear  the  beautiful  Alba- 
nian dress,  and  their  faces  are  the  colour  of  a  tea-urn ;  they 
are  well  made,  not  large,  and  are  ignoi*ant  of  every  trade 
but  robbing,  and  making  war  as  robbers  make  war,  and 
have  a  chief  for  each  tribe.     They  came  starving  and  dyinf? 
of  sea- sickness,  of  want,  of  fatigue,  having  been  crowded 
in  little  boats  under  a  broiling  sun  :  my  first  step  was  to  get 
the  women  and  children  dsliore,  and  at  last  all  landed  and 
were  fed.     They  are  to  be  placed  in  a  fortress,  which  is  so 
large  that  they  will  have  fields  and  vineyards  witliin,  and  be 
four  hundred  feet  above  the  sea  on  a  steep  rock.   No  Palikaf 
deigned  to  carry  baggage,  their  poor  wives  had  to  do  that, 
and  said  such  was  the  custom,  and  for  their  husbands  to 
break  that  custom  would  be  foolish.     Many  of  the  women 
carried  the  arms  of  dead  husbands  and  brothers ;  but  there 
liad  been  more  women  killed  than  men,  the  latter  having 
by  sallies  escaped  shells  which  fell  into  Suli.     Their  arms 
are  magnificent,  and   great  presents  they  have  offered  to 
conciliate  my  good-will,  which  tliey  have  however  got  on 
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cheaper  terms.  They  have  hedged  me  also  to  receive  a 
history  of  their  recent  war,  written  so  that  the  world  might 
know  theiy  had  acted  bravely  and  honestly.  It  is  easy  to 
deal  with  them,  so  obedient  and  well-conduoted  are  they. 

"  The  Turks  behaved  infamously  about  their  treaty,  and 
would  have  broken  it  and  destroyed  llie  Suliots  but  for  oitr 
ro<>D-of-war,  who  secured  the  hostages  on  board.  What  is 
tf>  bpcome  of  these  people  ?  My  wish  is  to  form  the  men 
into  a  regiment.  The  labour  of  getting  food  and  building 
Kooden  huts  for  them  baa  been  very  oppri.issive  to  me,  and 
pight  or  len  have  died  of  fatigue  before  they  could  be 
sheltered.  Their  appearance  at  my  conference  with  the 
i^liiefe,  who  stood  in  front  with  their  hardy-looking  warriors 
in  rear,  was  very  picturesque.  They  have  given  me  three 
tliiitisand  dollars  to  pay  for  their  expenees,  and  as  it  has 
iu'en  done  for  one  thousand  they  will  be  agreeably  sur- 
priiied." 

Tbeae  Snliots  were  not  docile  on  all  pointa.  Just  emerged 
from  terrible  trials,  they  did  not  like  to  give  up  their  arms. 
-^nd  claimed  the  right  of  following  their  own  customs 
.mongsi  themselves,  without  heeding  the  island  laws.  This 
:  <l  to  a  difficulty.  A  Suhot  killed  a  woman  and  being 
ciiumed  by  the  police  the  whole  body  refused,  as  a  point  of 
honour,  tn  give  him  up.  It  was  nntoward,  for  they  were 
■  wrribie  people  when  aroused;  and  their  fortress  crowned 
a  rocky  promontory  which  had  a  sheer  deBcenl  to  the  sen 
im  all  sides  but  one,  where  a  narrow  neck,  equally  preci- 
pilODS,  joined  it  to  the  mainland.  How  were  thoy  to  be 
draltwith?  Intmt  to  have  the  criminal  without  spilling 
tlif  blood  of  men  acting  on  their  view  of  honour,  Charles 
Napier  blockaded  the  place,  giving  the  Suliots  to  nnder- 
"lAod,  ihat  if  the  man  could  escape  within  throe  days  he 
miEfbt,  and  so  the  matter  shonld  end:  adding  that  means 
were  prepared  to  intercept  him,  nnil  the  trial  should  be  one 
of  vigilance,  not  force.  This  being  accepted,  a  chain  of 
actJTe  Irish  soldiers  was  immediately  drawn  across  the  neck 
V  -I 
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of  Iftnd,  forbad  to  slay,  but  esliorted  not  to  let  a  GreeSi 
overreach  Uiem. 

The  first  night  passed  qaietlj,  the  second  was  dark  an^^ 
stormy,  hut  at  one  o'clock  a  wild  Irish  shriek  of  tricunp^H 
rose  above  the  tempest,  and  then  the  Slot!  the  Slot!     _ — 
have  the  Slot !   followed  in   ringing   tones.     Up   run  Ui-^« 
supporting  guard,  and  the  ehuuter  was  found  stooping  ot^kJ 
the  precipice,  ewayiug  to  and  fro  under  the  driving  blast  anczS 
itiin,  but  holding  his  mustjuet  downwnrds  with  the  btiyoo^  £ 
pointed  against  a  naked  mun,  who  was  banging  on  to  a  ledge 
Willi  both  hands.     This  was  the  Siiliot,  who  had  tlins  paia- 
fullv  and  dangerously  drawn  himself  along,  until  the  keen 
eye  and  rapid  action  of  the  soldier  vindicated  Charles  Na- 
pier's always  avowed  notion,  that  in  the  British  army  are  U 
be  found  men,  who  will  overmatch  those  of  any  Other  COtm- 
try.  in  force,  cournge,  intelhgence  and  dexterity.     One  i 
and  night  remained  of  the  convention,  and  tbe  Snliot  n 
suffered  to  return  to  his  people  as  he  came;  but  next  0 
iog  the  neck  of  land  suddenly  hlnzed  from  side  to  stdft  ^ 
for  some  way  down  the  precipice,  with  large  paper  lautli 
placed  in  three   rows,  so  that  nothing  could  pasa  nnn 
Then  the  Suliots,  admitting  defeat,  gave  up  the  critnmtfl 
who  was  tried  and  hanged,  to  the  great  disgust  of  his  coun- 
trymen; not  objecting  to  his  death,  but  to  tbe  manner  of  il 
and  the  cause,  saying.  It  was  shameful  to  take  the  life  of  a 
brave  man  for  the  kiUing  of  a  woman  !     Long  afterwards,  in 
Sciude,  a  similar  crime  and  punishment  drew  forth  precisely 
the  same  sentiment  from  the  Beloochees,  shewing  how  much 
alike  warlike  barbarians  feel  and  act  towards  women,  what- 
ever may  he  their  race  or  country :  the  treatment  of  women 
is  the  sure  measure  of  civilization. 

NotwithsHmding  this  feeling,  the  dexterity  displayed,  and 
the  good  faith  as  to  the  convention  on  the  second  nigbt, 
excited  tbe  Suliots'  respect  and  admiration ;  and  the  cure  and 
goodness  displayed  in  securing  their  snhsistenca  and  Londini; 
their  sick  were  acknowledged  with  gratitude.     When  he  nf 
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tamed  ihem  two-lbirds  of  their  money,  they  would  have 
given  him  the  overplus,  and  were  amazed  at  his  refusing  it. 
And  when  on  their  final  departure  ho  restored  their  fine  arms 
in  pood  order,  those  precious  heir-looms  of  their  race,  with 
which  they  had  performed  so  many  daring  actions,  ihey 
liailed  him  as  a  fnther,  and  to  this  day  his  memory  is  che- 
rished in  tlidr  ru^'ged  mountains. 

Bot  it  was  not  towards  the  Suiiots  only  that  he  displayed 
his  sabllo  policy,  in  reconciling  vigorous  rule  with  cautious 
and  humane  forbeai-ance.  There  was  in  Cephalonia  a  power- 
ful signer,  noted  for  turhulent  and  unscrupulous  violence,  to 
whom  tlie  curb  of  law  was  ao  offensive  that  he  went  off 
10  his  almost  inaccessible  valley,  and  prepared  for  resistance. 
His  wife  remained  at  Argosloli,  and  at  tirst  sought  to  con- 
ciliate the  Resident  by  gifts,  which  were  returned  with  a 
respectfully  snrcastic  letter.  Het  husband  thus  baffled. 
resolved  on  force,  and  as  he  was  very  strong  in  vassals,  and 
K  rugged  country,  serious  military  operations  would  have 
been  required.  The  Resident  had  been  exhorted  by  Mait- 
land  to  a  rigorous  repression  of  such  recusants,  and  was  not 
averse  to  striking  down  feudal  tyranny  by  a.  blow  at  this 
most  formidable  of  ihe  signors :  nevertheless  be  proceeded 
with  hie  usuaj  benevolent  dexterity,  to  avoid  bloodshed. 
Knowing  that  tlie  countess  was  tlie  real  chieftain  by  blood, 
tlie  count  only  so  by  marriage,  and  consequently  without 
aolid  biild  on  the  olan,  he  waited  on  her  with  an  appearance 
of  mystery  and  interest,  telling  her  that  malicious  enemies 
hfld  accused  her  husband  of  evil  designs.  These  he  described 
minutely,  to  shew  her  how  bure  his  knowledge  was  ;  adding. 
thftt  he  paid  no  attention  to  sucii  scandtd ;  he  had  only  come 
lo  put  bcr  ou  her  guard,  and  suggested  that  it  would  be  wise 
of  the  uount  to  live  in  Argostoli  as  au  answer  lo  his  muligners. 
To  this  he  added  assurances  that  his  disbelief  in  the  rumours 
was  founded  not  only  on  her  high  character  and  pecuhar 
power  over  her  vassals,  but  also  on  the  count's  good  sense, 
which  would  have  Uught  him  that  troops  too  numerous  to 
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be  resisted  would  nt  once  crush  any  reaiaianee,  and  bis  own 
death  on  a  scaffold  would  inevitably  ensue.  As  foreseen, 
she  instantly  Torbud  her  vaesals  to  disobey  the  counl,  and 
he  wits  compelled  to  reside  in  Argostoh.  This  crushing 
of  BO  powerful  a  man  broke  down  the  whole  feudal  frame- 
work, 

•'  His  mother,  October  9th.— The  sickly  season  has  passed, 
and  by  dispersing  the  soldiers  during  the  bad  monLhs  not  a 
man  has  been  lost  from  the  summer  fevers;  coirect  tlterefoK 
is  my  notion,  that  the  pai^king  of  our  soldiers  in  smuU  rooins 
is  the  cause  of  ill-health:  but  many  poor  fallows  will  die 
before  his  rulers  will  act  with  common  sense,  I  happen«d 
to  have  a  range  of  new  buildings  just  finished  for  a  lazza- 
retto,  which  enabled  me  to  do  what  has  been  done,  bat  next 
year  it  will  not  be  available,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty  sol- 
diers will  lose  their  hves.  The  regiment  now  here,  lost  Uat 
year  forty  from  fevers,  besides  women  and  children:  ihisyeu 
the  whole  number  in  hospital  was  but  forty  from  every  oom- 
plaint,  and  at  the  worst  period.  Meanwhile  all  my  public 
works  go  on  hke  hghtning :  it  gives  me  bard  labour  indeed, 
and  the  difficulties  are  nut  a  few,  but  patience  and  ussidaiiy 
conquer  all  things.  I  ara  building  a  bridge  which  excites 
the  people's  curiosity,  they  never  saw  one  before,  having  bst 
one  river,  wliich  is  fordable  except  in  floods.  My  bridge 
however  spans  a  chasm,  and  Eeunedy,  who  is  an  excellent 
architect,  is  the  constructor.  The  dungeon  here  h  drt^adful, 
and  there  are  six  people  sick  out  of  the  forty  confinrd, 
whereas  my  garrison  of  five  hundred  men  has  only  twelvo 
sick  '.  This  is  terrible,  hut  soon  our  new  prison  wiU  be 
huilt,  and  an  end  put  to  tliis  indecent  neglect  of  justice  and 
tiumimity.  Meanwhile  Cephalonia  is  turned  upside  dowa 
with  the  quantity  of  my  works  begiiu,  and  gruduiJly  being 
completed.  No  going  home  for  me  now :  it  wuuld  be  wrong 
to  leave  a  place  where  so  much  good  is  being  done,  until  all 
is  so  advanced  that  it  must  go  on. 

"  My  market-place  is  roofed ; — one  step.     My  lazxareWft 
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ilmoU  finished : — two  steps.  My  pedesiul  is  n  U'emendous 
iob,  but  iwc  moDtlis  more  mil  finish  thnt  tilso.  Itly  rands 
will  not  be  finished  by  me  :  four  yenrs  are  required  with  me, 
wid  six  wars  wilJiout  me  won't  do  the  job.  The  two  months 
(lemnnded  by  tiie  pedestnl  will  also  suffice  for  laying  thu 
fL'Undntion  of  the  piison  and  raising  it  so  high  that  it  must 
fa  continued.  It  will  not  cost  leas  than  eighty  thousand 
PsUars,  but  nill  be  beautiful  ns  well  ns  useful.  The  couriH 
llfjnstice,  of  police,  and  the  treasury,  will  all  be  included  in 
t&e building:  and  the  front  will  have  a  portico  of  eiglny- 
Beven  columns,  eacli  of  a  single  stone  eighteen  feet  high. 
Wfaca  yon,  who  are  an  architect  iu  your  heart,  recollect  my 
LeoDox  blood,  and  how  it  loves  building,  you  will  call  me  a 
good  fellow  for  wishing  to  give  up  all  this  for  going  home  to 
you.  The  only  things  tliai  bore  me  are  the  church  and  eon- 
vent  affairs :  excepting  however  a  beautiful  nun  of  sixteen, 
who  dislikes  baing  one  very  much,  and  I  have  blowed  up  hor 
I'ld  devil  of  on  aunt,  the  abbess,  for  making  her  one.  Nay. 
more!  I  told  tlie  girl's  friends  that  if  she  would  run  away 
witb  A  handsome  young  Greek,  1  wonld  as  head  of  tlie 
church,  stand  between  her  and  nJl  harm :  my  hope  is  she 
will  do  so,  though  my  power,  now  martial  law  has  ceased,  is 
not  so  despotic  as  it  was. 

"  October  16th, — My  great  object  is  still  the  prison.  In 
Uiese  cciiintriHS  a  prison  constructed  on  any  principle  of 
humanity  is  unknown,  and  I  am  desirous  to  make  the  lirt<t 
step,  which  is  in  all  improvementa  the  most  difficult:  men 
will  not  adopt  them  lill  they  see  them  ;  and  the  want  of 
IHiwer,  knowledge,  will  and  energy,  united,  prevent  the  first 
bk^  being  taken.  I  do  unite  these  qualifications.  My  power 
jtuie«d  isuol  quite  decided,  because  it  depends  on  the  govem- 
tnuntui  Corfu;  but  every  hour  I  expect  to  reoeive  authority. 
Hence  if  this  opening  is  allowed  to  pass,  blame  will  attach 
IU  tnt!  for  the  mats  of  misery  endured  in  dungeous  ;  and  this 
not  only  in  Cephnlonia,  hut  in  all  the  surrounding  countries : 
whoii  Uiey  see  a  good  prison  its  fame  will  spread,  and 
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new  ones  will  be  made  on  Uie  plan.     One  instsnt  in  oar 
prisons  would    make   you    faint,   yet   human   beings    are 
doomed  lo  live  twenty-une  years  in  a  place  you  could  not 
endure  for  a  moment :  one  man  is  doomed  for  tbiriy  yeaxs 
in  irons ! !     Bui  about  three  months  will  now  enable  me   to 
gain  n  firm  point  as  to  my  works:  the  lazzamtto,  the  pedost^r 
the  market-place,  the  quays,  the  roads  are  all  fhr  ttdv-iuiced, 
and  a  piazzetta  has  been  finished.     You  see  that  you  must 
expect  me  awhile  longer :  and  incessant  activity  and  bustle 
here  is  heart's  ease  to  me,   giving  no  time  to  be  sick   or 
sorry.     The  eternal  judgment-seat  to  punish  delluquencs  is 
the  worst  part ;  yet  even  tliat  is  interesting  when  one  acts 
with  feelings  for  justice :  it  Is  painful  to  punish,  but  pleasing 
to  protect." 

Notwithstanding  this  incessant  occupation  he  was  not  con- 
tent. He  dishked  the  Corfu  intrigues ;  and  though  Miit- 
laud's  general  system  had  risen  in  his  estimation,  many  pans 
were  offensive.  He  received  also  from  Adam  mnny  petty 
thwartings  and  disgusts,  which,  joined  to  his  desire  for  seeing 
his  mother  whose  age  disquieted  him,  augmented  his  di^Uu 
to  remain :  he  asked  for  leave,  and  even  thought  of  retina;; 
on  half-pay  to  obtain  greater  freedom  of  action  in  joining 
the  Greeks,  whose  revolution  he  never  lost  sight  of. 

"  Argostoli.  November  20th. — Sir  Thomas  Maltland  is  in 
ray  house.  On  asking  him  for  leave  of  absence,  he  swd, 
I.ord  Bathurst  has  ordered  me  not  to  give  any  Inspecturs 
leave,  therefore  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  you  leave. 
Then  Sir  Thomas  my  mind  Is  made  up  to  go  un  half-pay, 
and  I  wish  to  go  to  England  for  that  purpose.  No  Napier ! 
I  will  not  accept  your  resignation,  it  is  not  in  my  power ; 
but  if  you  will  write  me  an  ofljciftl  lettor  it  shall  go  home, 
and  you  will  have  your  leave  in  six  weeks.  It  was  writien, 
and  the  enclosed  copy  you  must  send  lo  Sir  H.  Torroos, 
asking  him  whether  the  leave  is  to  be  given  or  not.  If  nol, 
whether  It  Is  possible  tu  exchange.  If  not,  beg  of  him  to 
accelerate  my  going  on  half-pay.   You  knoi 


»  that  no  oUiaiCL'l 
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^^^tm  binds  tae  to  Sir  Thomas  HaiLlanil.     I  took  tliis  islaud 

r    Wuise  ordered  to  do  so ;  and  though  liking  it,  look  care  it 

I      Would  be  clearly  understood  as  an  older,  not  a  favour.   Why 

J  am  such  a  favourite  now  I  neither  know  nor  care,  but 

''liiik  it  Bii  odd  sort  of  affection  to  hinder  me  from  doing 

*hin  I  so  eameBtly  wish  to  do  :  at  forty,  one  is  not  a  chili! 

'^^bo  taken  care  of.     Maitland  aaya  Hume  would  kick  np  a 

■'tis:  ftboiuit;  but  will  noi  Hume  do  ao  equally  six  weeks 

'*»'iice?     Certainly  Sir  Tlionias  Maitland  has  some  secret 

■••Ijject  which  cannot  be  fathomed. 

^B*  "Hie  brother.     January   1«!J3.— The  Turks  were  re- 

RSt^ed  in   an  assault  on  Miasalonghi,  and  a  chief  onlled 

Odi&seus,  one  of  their  ablest,  is  in  march  with  5000  men 

to  aid  the  besieged.     Havrocordato  commands  in  the  town, 

wnd  is  the  only  gentleman   amongst   their  chiefs,  except 

Yipsilanti,  who  is  a  goose.     The  Greeks  have  taken  Napoli 

<fi   Romania,  but  after  giving  up  Corinth  without  a  shot 

liiey  may   do   the  same  with  Napoli,  which  thev  acquired 

I  V  treachery.     At  the  battle  of   Petra,  near    Arta,   they 

Uandoned  the  foreign  eovps,  who  aloue  fought,  and  were 

■  lit  to  pieces  by  the  Albanian  Turks :  not  more  than  twenty 

'j'^cnped,  amongst  them  their   general,   Norman.     Colocu- 

uoni  is  a  ruffian,  acquiring  riches,  but  decidedly  the  chief 

iu  the  Morca:  he  is  without  talent,  yet  bold  and  bloody. 

ridicuhng  all  discipline.     The  chief's  know  well  that  dii^ci- 

pline  would  ruin  them ;    and  their   followers   listen   only 

ii'  ihe  chiefs,  who  all  fight  with  rausquels:  the  great  merit 

">'  liie  famous  Marco  Boiizaris  is  the  being  a  good  shot. 

I'tiiioo  Mavrocordato  ia  very  diflerent,  but  dares  not  oflfend 

n  chief,  for  tlie   followers  would  then  quit    him,  perhaps 

Ji-'Iiver  him  to  the  Turks.      However  the    cause  gets  on, 

■i"p  by  step,  and  it  is  a  wholesome  throat-cutting  war  of 

''r'nioD,  in    which    the  Greeks  will    tire   out    the   Turks, 

■      Tlw  latter  might  finish  the  affair  in  n  month,  but  their 

P      bnitoliiy  prevents    submission ;    and   their  ignorance   nnd 

I      Mvaidice,  gives  hcence  for  the  Greeks  to  make  as  mnny 
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faults  aa  tliey  pleaae.  Poor  Moaes  suffers  I  the  Turks  take 
nil  his  moniHheB ;  and  the  Greeks  occasionally  ruitsl  smdl 
quantities  of  his  flesh  alive.  One  said  to  me — By  Got 
Mr.  Reshidt'Dt  they  homiBbes  me  alive  for  the  man  uf 
StambouU  This  alluded  to  a  Greek  report  that  the  Jews 
hfld  dragged  the  patriarch's  body  through  tlie  streets  of 
Cons  ton  linople :  a  lie  to  excite  massacre  I  ! 

"  Our  politics  here  are  nil  changed  as  to  the  Greeks 
why  is  not  explained,  but  we  are  quite  conuilintory.  My 
people  go  on  well,  and  are  surprized  to  find  tbnt  an  Eng- 
lishman can  be  a  genllemau:  an  idea  \vhidi  from  oirciiia- 
stances  unnecessary  to  mention,  had  been  rendered  nearly 
ti-aditionnl.  A  hatred  of  the  Jews  has  extended  frgm  ilie 
continental  Greeks  to  Ccphalunia,  and  being  fanned  bj 
designing  fellows  was  becoming  mischievous,  but  I  stopjpctl 
it  roughly ;  and  stopped  also  the  piratical  descents  un  ike 
coast  by  making  an  example.  Sucb  courses  are  very  com- 
mon. Tbey  take  off  women  and  children,  someiioies 
merely  to  violate  and  leave  them  ou  some  lone  ooi 
sometimes  their  victims  are  never  beard  of  again,  an^^ 
persons  will  live  in  isolated  houses  near  the  aoa. 

"  March  3rd. — If  my  leave  is  refused,  and  my  ] 
tion,  which  is  possible,  my  stay  shall  bo  abort.     My  c(d 
here  was  with  views  which  have  been  partly  fulfilled,  i 
I  will,  with  or  without  leave.      Ponsonhy  refused  to  h 
a  Resident  unless  he  got  dght  dollars  a  day  ;  indeed  a 
mo  complain  that  tbey  cannot  live  on  the  four  dollars,  i 
Thomas  refuses  this,  properly  it  appears  tu  me,  for  b,! 
can  live  on  the  lesser  sum  comfortably. 

"March  22nd. — The  Greeks  are  so  full  of  thump] 
constitutions,   that  Mavrocordato  is  ungeueralled,  i 
army  has  gone  borne  for  two  months,  just  when  tlte  2 
loughi  success  gave  the  means  for  d^troyiug  the  ' 
power:  had  be  marched  at  once  on  Lcpanto  and  Pri 
both  would  have  fallen.      A  person,  to  whom  he  wtoM 
advice,  told  liim  that  was  his  game ;  but  his  soldisra  ti 
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gftlhered  plunder  went  home.  Meanwhile  his  year  of  power 
closes,  nnd  for  two  months  Greece  is  without  a  chier:  the 
Turks  will  thus  be  prepared  for  another  campaign,  yet  their 
game  is  up." 

The  person  was  himself,  and  his  advice  was  accompanied 

rthe  subjoined  memoir  displaying  his  mastery  in  war. 
Plan  of  Operations, 

"  The  first  principle  of  war  is  unity,  the  concentration  of 
moral  and  physical  forces — that  is,  to  unite  in  one  man, 
much  power,  and  as  many  men  in  one  body  as  can  be,  to 
secore  a  favourable  ending :  the  greater  divergence  from  this 
principle  the  more  doubtful  will  success  be.  All  history 
leaches  the  necessity  of  confiding  command  to  a.  single 
man,  that  he  may  direct  the  warlike  energy  of  the  natiou 
with  full  effect,  it  would  not  he  difficult  to  shew  the  reason 
of  this,  but  it  would  be  superfluous,  as  this  memoir  has  to 
iltml  with  facts  only.  Wherefore,  as  long  as  a  Turkish 
soldier  exists  in  Europe  the  Greek  government  should  not 
occupy  itself  with  constitutions.  It  should  create  a  dic- 
tator, and  Prince  Mavrocordato  is  worthy  of  that  charge : 
his  successes  give  him  a  right  to  it,  and  his  plan  of  cam- 
paign should  he  as  follows. 

"  1°,  Bring  every  Greek  soldier  to  Corinth  nnd  construct 
■  work  across  the  isthmus,  folluwiug  nearly  tlie  line  of  the 
aid  Greek  wall.  Seven  thousand  men  should  suffice  to  con- 
duct this  work  far  enough  to  resist  a  Turkish  army. 

"  2".  The  castles  of  the  Morea  and  Komelia,  held  by  the 
Turks,  ought  to  be  besieged ;  if  the  last  had  been  attacked 
vigorously,  after  the  success  of  Missnlonghi,  it  would  have 
been  easily  recovered. 

■'8",  Patras  ought  to  be  attacked  as  nn  important  place 
■l"  commerce,  and  from  its  proximity  to  the  Ionian  Islands. 
t 'oron  and  Modon  might,  in  my  opinion,  he  abandoned  with- 

;  danger  lo  the   warlike  neighbours  of  the  south — and 
mtb,  once  fireo,  might  be  defended  by  the  guard  of  the 
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isthmean  wall.  These  operations  completed^  there  would  be 
established  a  secure  retreat  for  the  Greek  army  in  case  of 
defeat ;  it  could  then  operate  in  advance  with  activity,  di- 
recting its  movements  so  as  to  possess  itself  of  the  strong 
passes  which  exist  on  the  line  from  Zeitoun  to  the  Oulph  of 
Arta. 

**  Thermopylae,  Argirocastro,  and  Heraclea,  are  the  only 
passes  through  which  a  Turkish  army  could  penetrate  this 
Une,  which  extends  almost  sixty  geographical  miles.  Three 
little  detachments,  with  a  few  mountain  cannon,  could  easily 
defend  these  passes,  which  have,  at  every  mile,  straits  which 
are  very  strong,  though  not  so  famous  as  Thermopybe. 
No  lateral  movements  could  be  made  in  that  country  with- 
out discovery ;  and  to  pass  the  chain  of  the  Findus  an 
army  would  meet  with  so  many  obstacles  that  its  move- 
ments would  be  known  sooner  than  they  could  be  completed. 
The  principal  strength  of  the  Turks  would  thus  be  disco- 
vered when  moving  on  any  of  those  passes,  which  would 
give  the  Greeks  time  to  concentrate  in  opposition.  In  case 
of  defeat  they  could  easily  retreat  to  the  isthmus  or  the 
castle  of  Romelia,  or  both  ;  but  if  the  Turks  moved  in  force, 
and  with  rapidity  on  Corinth,  the  Greeks  at  Arta  would  have 
to  throw  themselves  into  the  castle  of  Bomelia. 

"  Hitherto  the  defensive  advantages  only  have  been  noticed, 
to  shew  the  security  with  which  an  army  might  occupy  such 
a  line,  but  not  to  advise  defensive  operations.  On  the  con- 
trary !  My  opinion  is  the  Grecians  should  unite  towards 
Pharsalia,  where  the  roads  of  Tricala  and  Larissa  join,  and 
march  against  the  last  place;  pushing  however  small  de- 
tachments on  Tricala  to  distract  the  enemy,  to  prevent  the 
union  of  his  forces,  and  to  secure  a  retreat  for  the  army,  in 
case  of  defeat,  near  the  straits  of  Pindus  and  Arta.  But 
if  this  attack  on  Larissa  succeeded,  the  Greeks  ought 
either  to  besiege  Prevesa  and  Joannina,  or  pursue  the  enemy 
and  march  on  Grevno;  and  as  much  may  be  attempted 
after  victory,  perhaps  both  might  be  done.     The  capture  of 


41il  Yew.]    TENTH  EPOCH,  PERIOD  I.— CEPHALONIA.  S-Zr> 

iliose  two  places  should  be  less  for  booty  than  tbe  ordnance 
there.  But  since  the  plan  to  be  adopted  would  depend  on 
tlie  extent  of  the  victory,  I  will  suppose  liie  ormy  assembled 
at  Gre-vno  towards  the  end  of  the  campaign.  There  ii  would 
occupy  a  fertile  country,  would  cover  the  plains  of  Tbessaly, 
be  copiously  provisioned,  and  in  a  condition  to  organize  its 
departments,  and  establish  a  more  rigid  discipline.  Detach- 
ments should  also  be  pushed  towards  the  passes  near  Gortza, 
ilonasiiri,  Astrova,  Vodeno  and  Vadar,  fortifying  the  striuts 
and  passes  of  the  rivera  on  the  same  line,  and  trj-ing  to  gel 
possession  of  Salonica,  which  ought  then  to  bo  well  f,'ar- 
risoaed  and  well  fortified.  Tcle^jraphs  and  beacons  would 
insure  communications  with  all  tbe  posts,  and  thus  situated 
tbn  Greek  commander,  making  exact  calculation  of  the  time 
rpquired  to  concentrate  on  one  point,  could  give  battle.  He 
could  moreover  safely  await  the  moveraents  of  the  enemy, 
and  also  ibe  time  when  his  own  dispositions  would  enable 
him  to  move  towards  Constantinople.  But  whether  he 
ought  to  let  tbe  enemy  advance  until  embarrassed  between 
the  rivers  and  the  mountain  passes,  and  even  to  the  plains 
«f  Grevuo,  or  dispute  tbe  passage  of  tbe  Vadar,  ia  not  so 
nialerial  as  tu  require  a  detailed  discussion  in  this  general 
memoir. 

"  Such  are  the  operations  which  appear  available  against 
the  Turks  iu  their  present  state.  Tbe  advantages  would  be 
Uie  liberating  a  large  and  fertile  part  of  Greece ;  securing 
ly  field  fortifications  all  the  passages  thereto,  and  rendering 
a  second  invasion  difficult:  finally  gaining  time  for  the 
bettrr  orguuization  of  the  army,  which  must  suffer  much 
fmiii  want  of  money  and  from  fatigue,  to  be  followed  by 
^ckness. 

'■  Supposing  the  Greeks  entirely  defeated  in  Thessoly, 
lliey  could  retire  to  Corinth,  and  the  castle  of  Romcha, 
ilisiiuting  all  the  passes  of  Livodia.  In  many  places 
'li«re,  fifty  or  a  hundred  men  could  stop  an  army  for 
"overul  days,  tbe  country  being   cms  of  the  strongest  in 
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the  world.     The  Turks,   if  they  reached   Lepanto    and 
Corinth  must  besiege  those  towns,  operations  difficult  for 
troops  that  could  not  take  the  open  city  of  Misaalon^ ! 
Neither  Bomelia  nor  the  isthmus  could  be  blocked  up  like 
Joannina,  and  they  would  save  the  Morea  firom  a  Turkish 
invasion  by  land:   this  is  assuming  that  the  Oreek  armj 
could  be  entirely  discomfited  when  acting  oflPensiYely.    Jo 
the  actual  state  of  the  Turkish  fleet  I  am  very  sure  it 
could  not  reduce  a  fortress,  so  long  as  the  garrison  was 
provisioned ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated, 
that  the  safest  operation  for  defence  the  Greeks  can  take, 
and  the  best  preliminary  for  an  offensive  campaign,  is  to 
ibrtify  the  isthmus  of  Corinth  and  attack  the  castles  of 
the  Morea  and  Bomelia.     Until  the  first  is  accomplished 
their  operations  will  be  uncertain  and  without  solidity.  If 
Egripo  is  in  the  Turks'  hands  it  ought  to  be  attacked,  and 
fortified  to  prevent  the  invasion  of  that  part 

'*  In  concluding  these  observations  it  must  be  repeated, 
that  the  giving  power  to  one  man  is  absolutely  necessary: 
that  is  shewn  by  the  recent  loss  of  time,  of  success,  and 
the  great   hurt  to   the   Greek  cause,  since  Prince  Mano- 
cordato  so  gloriously  terminated  the  siege  of  Missaloogbi. 
When  his  courage  and  talent  thus  saved  the  Greek  canse, 
and  all  his  activity  was  required  to  follow  up  his  victory, 
he  found  liimself  a  simple  citizen,  and  compelled  to  aban- 
don military  affairs  to  attend  to  those  of  the  senate ;  it  will 
now  be  impossible  for  the  courage  of  the  army  and  the 
prince's   talent   to   repair  the   increasing  losses    bom  the 
stupid    policy   of  that    senate.      This  however  is  only » 
general  sketch,  the  details  belong  to  those  who  command, 
and  to  go  more  into  the  subject  here  would    be  affecting 
a  knowledge  of  the  military  art  that  would  only  prove 
ignornnce.     The   Greek   government   should   procure  pr*^' 
fessors  of  military  drawing,  to  extend  topographical  kno^' 
ledge. 

"  His  mother.     May  6. — Just  come  back  from  a  visit  ^ 
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my  friend  Stovin  nt  Zante:  he  is  going  home  with  half  a 
dozen  oihers ;  everyhody  but  me,  which  shews  how  correct 
your  informuiit  waa  when  he  toid  you,  the  refuBing  me  leave 
■WHS  in  conlbrmity  with  n  general  rule.  However,  rule  or 
no  rule,  here  I  am,  having  finiahed  my  fourth  year  in  the 
Ionian  Islands,  all  but  seven  months:  sharp  work  for  n 
moo's  conslitutiou  thus  to  lay  in  Uvor  for  the  close  of  life. 
Zunte  is  a  beautiful  little  spot.  We  have  valleys  more 
beautiful,  but  Zante  has  its  scenery  close  around  the  capital. 
HeniL'luft  here,  is  finer  than  any  part  of  Ziuite,  but  nothing 
eave  }{oata  can  get  there :  wherefore  Zante  has  more  fame. 
The  pilch  wells  of  Zante  are  curious,  and  in  the  same  state 
as  when  Herodotus  wrote :  he  describes  them  exactly  as  they 
an.'  now.  1  have  stopped  a  massacre  of  the  Jews  here,  all 
jirepured  for  the  love  of  Jesus !  The  Greeks  have  in  conse- 
quence called  me  King  of  the  Jews,  and  say  the  latter  gave 
me  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  protection.  Would  it  were 
true! 

"  June  IS. — I  want  to  hear  how  you  are  dearest  mother. 
Tou  ore  old  and  I  am  far  from  yoti.  In  war  this  would  be 
neceesoT)',  in  peace  it  is  stupidity  and  weakness :  but  man's 
Xiature  is  ever  to  do  what  he  afterwards  regrets,  and  so 
shall  it  be  with  me  every  hour  passed  in  Cepbalonia  this 
Kumiuor.  However,  having  said  I  would  stay,  so  shall 
it  he,  lest  men  should  say  I  Sed  from  maliuia.  The 
'U'urk?  at  Constantinople  insult  our  flag,  and  seize  our 
»nerchaut  vessels  because  they  are  built  by  the  Greeks! 
-And  Lord  Straugford,  the  ambassador,  advises  our  mer- 
chants not  lo  go  to  Conslantinople  in  such  vessels!  Eng- 
land is  thus  insulted  on  the  sea  by  Turks,  who  have  not  a 
liundred  sailors  in  the  world  I  A  few  days  ago  a  Turkish 
fihip  look  five  Creeks  out  of  one  of  our  boats,  our  fiag 
fijing,  and  banged  thera!  Sir  Frederick  Adam  has  sent  a 
brig  tu  demand  satisfaction,  and  we  ought  to  bavo  blood  for 
Wood:  a  nation  should  have  terrible  vengeance  for  such 
__SwJls.     If  this  business  falls  into  our  ambassador's  handt 
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every  one  knows  how  it  will  end ;  but  as  diplomacy  is  now 
the  fashion  it  probably  will. 

"June  26th. — As  I  am  always  thinking  of  you  dear 
mother  my  pen  goes  whenever  a  boat  leaves  the  island. 
My  liver  hurts  me;  an  effect  of  torment,  like  the  geese 
of  Paris  who  are  worried  to  make  their  livers  swell.  The 
general  rule  quoted  to  you,  was  a  rule  to  torment  me  in 
particular.  Two  Besidents  have  gone  home.  My  leave  has 
been  stopped  because  of  Hume  repeating  in  the  house  what 
I  told  him,  namely,  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  at  Corfu. 
Yet  he  did  not  mention  my  name !  My  resentment  is  too 
great  for  talk,  so  mum ! 

"August  10th. — The  Greeks  get  on  from  Turkish  folly, 
not  their  own  wisdom.  My  works  go  on  well,  but  corv6es 
are  unpopular  and  demand  severe  punishments,  which  is 
very  disagreeable  for  me.  Take  care  of  my  beautiful 
sword ;  a  Suliot  chief  drove  it  through  a  Turk,  his  blood 
is  on  the  blade,  and  good  Christians  should  respect  the 
weapon :  it  is  also  a  good  sword  though  it  had  not  smitten 
the  Osmauli.  Lord  Byron  is  here,  and  I  like  him  very 
much. 

"  August  20th. — Lord  Byron  still  here.  He  is  going  to 
Greece,  but  it  is  hard  to  get  there,  harder  to  get  back ;  and 
if  the  Turks  catch  him  off  goes  his  poetical  nob  !  He  lives 
in  his  ship,  but  comes  ashore  to  my  house.  Las  Casas*  book 
amuses  me:  he  is  not  very  clever,  but  hke  Boswell  paints  his 
man  in  private  life.  It  is  not  the  life  of  Las  Casas  at  St 
Helena  but  of  Napoleon ;  and  it  is  the  only  knowledge  of 
Napoleon  in  private  life  yet  open  to  us.  Johnson  was  known 
only  as  a  private  man;  but  Napoleon  was  an  emperor 
and  a  warrior,  and  also  a  gentleman,  and  in  this  latter 
character  we  have  him  from  this  book.  His  glory,  his 
public  history  was  one  of  horrors,  of  blood- spilling  caused 
by  others,  by  English  ministers  with  their  coahtions  and 
continental  coadjutors.  Now  Las  Casas  has  shewn  the 
man  as  he  was,  good,  kindly,  generous,  unaffected.     Napo- 
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on  will  go  donn  the  Btreara  of  time  as  an  amiable  as  well 
*s  great  man. 

"October  5th. — Cephalonia  has  been  shnken  almost  out 

oC  its  skin  by  a  succession  of  earthquakes :   uo  one  hurt 

I'm  all  frightened.     The  English  don't  much  care,  but  the 

Greeks  won't  sleep  in  their  houses.     We  hope  the  Trench 

»iid  Spaniards  will  war  like  Kilkenny  oats.     We  hope  also 

that  Cadiz  will  be  so  lamlshed  that  the  people  will  eat  tha 

King  and  royal  family.     To  behead  a  king  is  vulgar,  but 

to  eat  one  will  render  the  annuls  of  the  age  entertaining, 

and  instructive  in  two  arts,  freedom  and  cookery :  and  then 

•Ibo  it  may  be  said  the  Spaniards  have  had  their  bellies 

^^%dl  of  tyranny.     No  answer  yet  about  my  leave,  and  my 

^HAOostitaiJon  is  shaken  and  home  is  necessary.     Lord  Byron 

^kWIs  me  he  has  touched  up  the  J)uke  of  Wellington  in 

^■^Dan  Joan :  he  means  to  write  one  hundred  and  fifty  cantos 

^VlBd  be  gota  two  thousand  pounds  a  canto !     Good  trade,  a 

■    JWl's! 

"October  Mth. — Lord  Byron  still  here:  he  lives  at  a 
tillsge  called  Melasata,  very  retired.  A  story  has  been 
Cnimped  up  at  Corfu,  that  he  and  I  had  quarrelled ;  it  is 
totally  false,  and  we  both  know  it  was  invented  to  make  it 
■ppeor  that  even  I,  who  am  reckoned  a  very  civil  person, 
ooiild  not  agree  with  him!     Bascals! 

"November  I3th. — Liecester  Stanhope  is  staying  with 
roe.     He  is  deputed  by  the  Greek  Committee  in  London, 
fha  appear  to  me  to  be  a  set  of  ninicoms,  and  certainly 
r  little  of  Greece  or  Greeks.     I  like  Colonel  Stanhope 
acb,  and  strange  to  say  he  is  not  a  dandy.     Lord  Byron 
bnill  here,  a  very  good  fellow,  very  pleasant,  always  laugh- 
{  ud  joking.     An  American  gave  a  very  good  account  uf 
i  in  the  newspapers,  but  said  bis  head  waa  too  large  in 
wrdon,  which  is  not  true.     He  dined  with  me  the  day 
Iwforc  the  paper  arrived,  and  four  or  five  of  us  tried  to  put 
DQ  his  hat,  but  none  could:  he  had  the  smallest  head  of  all, 
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and  one  of  the  smallest  I  ever  saw.     He  is  very  coi 
sioiiiite,  and  kind  to  every  one  in  iliBtress. 

"  November  :^9[h. — My  leave  come  at  laaL    This  snves 
mo  mucii  worry,  wliioh  to  a  man  whose  liver,  nerves,  i 
temper  have  been  enduring  irritaliua  for  a  year  tB  of  t 
jraportance,     I  want  rest  sadly," 

In  tlie  foregoing  letters  his  works  have  been  touched  d 
but  their  vastness  and  difficulty  have  not  been  shewn. 
The  road  over  the  Bhick  Mountain  was  above  a  hundrpil 
miles  long,  in  elevation  httle  below  Napoleon's  roiwl  over 
Mont  Cenis,  and  constructed  witli  better  gradinnts.  Yet 
its  author  was  no  monarch  with  unlimited  power,  un- 
bounded financial  means,  and  the  choice  of  a  thouasnd 
engineers  to  back  up  his  genius.  He  was  a  subordiaatn. 
controlled  and  thwarted  by  an  envious  superior,  who  nig- 
gardly supplied  him  with  money:  yet  bis  sucoess  nas 
that  of  an  unfettered  genins.  Abating  all  difficalties,  he 
with  extreme  (Economy  overcame  extreme  parsimony;  and 
many  of  the  works,  such  as  his  market-place,  vere  \'CTy 
remunerative.  The  diffei'enee  of  cost  between  his  enter- 
prises and  those  of  the  same  nature  undertaken  in  England 
and  Corfu  would  be  incredible,  if  vouchers  did  not  exist  in 
proof;  what  in  England  would  cost  n  hundred  thouacuid 
pounds  he  executed  in  Gephalonia  for  ten  tbousaud,  allow- 
ance mnde  for  difiereuce  of  living,  which  was  hut  slight.  But 
the  objects  of  his  government  were  so  various,  that  tlie 
greatest  versaiiliiy  of  mind  was  requisite  to  push  on  lownnU 
all.  One  day  he  had  to  draw  up  the  most  minul«  iustnic- 
tJous  for  the  labourers  aud  overseers  of  the  road  ;  on  another 
to  make  plans  and  estimates  for  the  military  defences  of 
Argostoli;  on  a  third  to  lay  down  rules  for  the  courts  of 
justice,  and  to  correct  the  sophistry  and  erroneous  ooncln- 
sions  of  judges,  of  which  the  following  translated  letHCK 
those  of  Gephalonia  is  an  example. 

"Judges. — It  might  perhaps  be  thought  to  I 
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military  man,  wben  addressing  you  respecting  the  duties  of 
^ur  prurt-Bsiun,  to  ofler  sonic  juBtification ;  bui  vflien  I  tlis- 
cover  freijuetit  irregularities  to  arise  in  your  prooeeUinga 
from  pernicious  customs,  and  at  the  same  time  remember 
that  die  well  goveniiug  of  (Iiis  island  is  couHded  to  my  care, 
I  release  myself  at  once  from  every  sentiment  of  diftiilence 
•B  ti;  ttrguments  pointed  out  by  a  common  iDtelligeuce,  and 
*hidi  any  man  of  reflection  may  judge  of  wiiLout  the  need 
of  legal  kDowiodge.     Every  irregularity,  or  violation  of  law 
''y*  judge,  is  of  much  greater  Importrmce  titan  if  it  was 
nimmitled  by  another  person.     A  judge  should  never  con- 
ider  bimaeif  a  legislator.     It  is  not  within  bitt  competence 
to  say  a  law  is  good  or  bad  ;  be  has  not  autbority  to  modify 
il  or  10  change  it ;  his  duty  is  to  declare  that  which  the  law 
{irctoribes,  and  to  apply  it.     How  can  it  be  ever  sustained 
that  D  judge  ebould  act  according  lu  his  conscience,  if  by 
auddeot  tbere  does  not  appear  any  immediate  harmful  result 
from  his  violation  of  legal  forms,  or  from  the  principles  oa 
Avbioh  they  are  based?     The  mere  fact  that  a  judge  bus  de- 
viated from  the  letter  of  tlie  law  is  a  grunt  evil ;  it  draws 
*itli  it  an  assumption  of  power,  discretionary  power,  wbich 
at  is  the  object  of  law  to  take  away  irom  a  jud]^e :  laws  are 
kuadu  to  prevent  bim   from  acting  according  to  bis  con- 
sdeDoe.  and  to  force  him  to  act  according  to  law. 

"  The  conscience  of  a  judge  would  be  an  unfortunate  rule 

of  law,  and  very  uncertain :  woe   to   ibe  people  governed  by 

Viie  conscience  of  judges  instead  of  fixed  law.     J  do  not 

Way.  or  mean  it  to  be  understood  that  the  gentlemen  I  have 

Xbfi  honour  to  address  are  not  men  of  conscience ;  but  as  Re- 

&idi:iit  of  this  island  I  bave  not  to  guide  myself  by  tbeir 

consdences,  but  by  their  aduiinistration  of  the  laws;  for 

^hioh  they  receive  from  tlie  public  cbest  seventy-five  lallaria 

I     \ier  month.     You  know,  only  too  well,  gentlemen,  that  the 

\     pom  of  a  judge  would  uoi  be  occupied  by  any  one  of  you, 

I     nor  ibnl  of  Resident  by  me,  except  by  reason  of  a  certaia 

I     Dumber  of  uolonatli  (pillur  dollars}   purtioiputod  in  by  us 
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eftoh  month;  and  whereas  those  same  tnllaris  come  out  o£. 
the  pockets  of  the  industrious  part  of  tlie  communitjr,  it- 
necessary  that  we  should  merit  that  reward,  by  fulfilling 
law,  and   the   duties   confided   to  us  by  that  commi 
When  we  fulfil   our  duties  wo  are  wel!  esteemed  by 
public :  when  we  fail   to   do   so  we  become   the  wors 
mercenaries,  and  instead  of  being  the  most  respected, 
come  the  most  despised  members  of  society. 

■'  From  these  motiTea,  sirs,  I  franWy  give  you  nodoe 
my  resolution  to  watch  your  conduct  with  all  possible  at 
tion ;  and  to  he,  so  far  as  my  capacity  will  carry  me,  a 
stant  and  close  observer  of  your  judicial  proceedings. 
I  promise,  that  henceforth,  if  any  amongst  you  be 
vered  in  neglect  of  duty,  all  that  depends  on  ma  ahi 
done  to  depriTo  him  of  seventy-five  tallaris  per  moi 
without,  however,  touching  his  conscience  or  his  repnf 
tion,  they  being,  as  already  said,  beyond  my  official  uom- 
petence :  those  especial  felicities  shall  still  be  enjoyed  by 
him,  hut  without  seventy  tallaris  each  month.  It  is 
perhaps  superfluous  to  say,  that  these  observations  have 
arisen  from  the  irregularities  of  individuals  for  whom  I 
personally  bear  particular  respect,  bat  who,  from  a  long 
habit  of  considering  the  convenience  of  gentlemen  as  more 
important  than  the  execution  of  the  laws,  have  forgolttn 
that  the  law  should  be  superior  to  tmy  other  considernuon ; 
and  that  its  power  and  dignity  being  confided  to  tliem  it  is 
imperative  to  be  examples  of  exact  and  respectful  obedienco 
to  its  behests. 

"The  justification  offered  by  the  signor.  Doctor  Delia- 
porta,  in  a  recent  case,  appears  to  me  unsatisfactory.  It 
was  his  duty  to  proceed  to  the  place  where  the  corpse 
Ibund,  and  there,  seeing  the  prescribed  forma  were  heii 
violated  by  the  cariosity  of  the  bystanders,  and  the 
demess  of  relations,  he  ought  to  have  interpreteil  to  the 
spectators  the  sense  of  the  laws.  He  should  have  iustnicted 
the  country  people,  and  others  present,  in  tboir  duties  <w^ 
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%»ich  occasions,  should  have  fully  explained  the  legislative 
rensons  for  tl]e  ordinances  which  have  been  passed,  and 
Sought  to  convince  tbem,  that  inquests  of  this  nature  had 
been  esttililished  for  the  advantage  find  protection  of  the 
citinens.  It  must  he  admitted  that  this  was  the  right  way  to 
proceed ;  certainly  no  one  can  deny  the  advantageous  result 
^ttdt  roust  fallow  such  a  discourse,  directed  towards  the  mul- 
*itaile  by  a  man  of  the  talent  and  the  charaeter  of  Doctor 
-tieilapnrta.  Feeling  for  that  gentleman  high  esteem  and 
'^speci,  tliese  observations  must  be  considered,  as  thoy  truly 
*K,  directed  not  agaiusl  individuals  but  against  customs  of 
^Viis  island  which  it  is  my  duty  to  uproot :  my  resolution  is 
titii  to  tolerate  them  on  any  occasions." 

This  vigorous  control  excited  all  possible  apposition 
'"."in  liie  courts;  yet  it  was  soon  felt  tliat  impertinent  out- 
'reaks  of  contempt  for  a  military  Resident's  qualification 
'  censure  legal  proceedings  were  unavailing :  he  defended 
!i;j  ftcts  of  power  with  reasons  of  equal  power,  several 
"luest  advocates  supported  him,  and  the  courts  of  injustice 
"■.re  reformed.  But  while  thus  pushing  the  island  forwards, 
1-  It  were  with  both  hands  towards  prosperity,  lus  mind  was 
'  f-ply,  though  secretly  intent  on  taking  a  leading  part  in 
ilie  Greek  revolution  then  raging,  and  gradually  he  had 
pn'pared  a  way  and  means  to  do  so  on  a  well- considered 
phin.  For  he  was  in  communiciition  with  many  sound, 
iilhconditioued  and  influential  Greeks;  had  obtained  the 
iTitidcnce  and  good-will  of  Prince  Mavrocordato,  and  had 
"'nblished  a  fnvoHrabie  reputation  amongst  the  continental 
ijroeks  by  his  government  of  Cephalonia  and  treatment  of 
ilic  Suliots.  He  had  moreover  assured  himself  of  tlie  aid 
"f  many  British  officers,  who  were  ready  to  serve  under  him, 
luii  devote  lo  the  cause  their  valour,  knowledge,  and  pecu- 
ii"iry  rBsonrces :  he  invited  no  adventurers.  All  hia  cond- 
juUitB  were  njen  desirous  to  give  freedom  to  a  country  whose 
'Kurds  and  literature  bad  first  awakened,  and  then  nourished 
irovu  aspirations  for  fame. 
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His  plan  of  oporaiicms  was,  if  he  could  obtain  acknow- 
ledgment and  support  as  a  commander  from  the  Greek  com- 
mittee in  London,  first  to  fix  himself  at  Nnpoli  de  Malrasia, 
or  some  other  stronghold  in  ihe  sooth  of  die  Morea,  where 
he  could  deiy  (ittftck  from  the  Turks.  There  he  designed  lo 
gather  men  willing  lo  be  controlled  and  disciplined,  having 
beforehand  combined  the  means  for  collectings  them,  in  nimi- 
ber  according  to  the  pecuniary  resources  available :  for  being 
resolved  to  command  as  well  as  lead,  be  would  have  no  more 
soldiers  than  he  could  pnj'.  Wilb  a  regular  force  thus 
formed,  he  designed  to  force  his  way  as  a  conqneror  to 
Curinth,  and  there  establish  a  grant  base  according  to  the 
plan  laid  down  in  his  notes  on  that  isthmus.  The  arrival 
of  Lord  Byron  augmented  his  ardonr  in  the  cause,  without 
abating  his  prudence,  or  obscuring  his  judgment  by  undue 
excitement :  he  always  knew  how  to  abide  his  lime  in  war. 
But,  animated  by  the  same  object,  there  arose  between  him 
and  Byron,  a  mutual  liking  and  an  intimate  inierci«iise. 
The  poet  soon  perceived,  and  appreciated  the  qualities  of 
a  man  capable  of  the  deeds  which  he  had  sung  of;  and  the 
soldier  was  not  slower  to  detect,  beneath  the  dreamy  bril- 
linnce  of  Byron's  imagination,  the  vigour  and  constancy  of 
a  great  and  generous  man  of  action. 

In  their  social  intercourse  Lord  Byron's  whimfflcal  seek- 
iilgs  for  humorous  excitement  were   a  source  of  g 
light  to  Charles  Napier,  though  some  of  them  he  ctu 
as  exceeding  just  bounds;   hot  many   diverting 
of  fun  he  used  to  relate,  especiiilly  the  constant  ti 
the  captain  of  his  ship,  Scott  of  the  Hercules. 
strong,  rough,  honest  seaman,  whom  he  designed  1 
liuro  of  ft  Don  Juan  canto,  in   n   passion  was  his  SUpl 
pleasure.     And   the   captain,  who   understood   ; 
always  attributed  his  tormentor's  vngariea  to  tbe-inOnj 
of   "they  damned  Zodiacs"  meaning  Suliots :  i 
employer  also,  that  he  would  have  none  of  hie  bei 
tricks,  such  as  landing  horses  on  a  Sundav !     Lonl  1 
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wcp^cted  much  from  Colonel  Napier's  ability  in  wnr,  and 
some  proof  of  iheir  mutual  regard  and  general  views  will 
be  a  fitting  close  to  this  first  period  of  the  Cephalonian 
gOTemmenL 

"From  Lord  Byron. —  Metaxata,  September  9tli.     My 
^t  eoIuBel.     I  return  yon  your  somewhat  desponding  cor- 
tapondent's  epistle,  with  many  thnnks  for  thai,  as  for  otiier 
Uij  many  kindnesses.     I  have  had  two  from  *  *  *,  dated 
Aocona  and  addresl  to  me  at  Genoa,  in  the  old  style,  but 
ftiore  sangoine  than  Signor  Pavone's,    All  this  comes  of 
*Ut  Mr.  Braham  pronounces  Enluni/  mugff  ;  expecting  too 
liiich    and  starting  at  speed  ;  it  is  Ineky  for  me  so  far,  that 
fail  or  not  fail  I  can  hardly  be  dis.ippointed,  for  I  believed 
Xanell  on  a  fool's  errand  from  the  outset,  and  must  there- 
fore, like  Dogberrj",  '  Spare  no  wisdom.'     I  will  al  least 
liDtfer  on  iiere,  or  there,  till  I  see  whether  I  can  be  of  any 
iscnnce  Id  any  way :  and  if  I  doubt  it — it  is  because  t  do  not 
firA  oonfidencu  in  my  individual  capacity  for  this  kind  of 
licar- taming,  and  not  fi-om  a  disbelief  in  the  powers  of  a 
more  active  or  less  indifferent  character  10  be  of  use  to  lliem, 
though  I  frel  persuaded  that  that  person  must  be  a  military 
man — that  I  like  the  cause  at  least  and  will  stick  by  it 
while  it  is  not  degraded  nor  dishonoured. 

"  You  have  been  so  kind  to  me  (as  indeed  all  our  compn- 
triols  here  have  been)  tliat  every  addiuonal  trouble  I  should 
dve  yon  would  be,  In  the  gospel  phrase,  another  '  coal  of 
lire'  on  my  heiid.  The  lirsl  lime  I  descend  into  the  valley 
i  will  call,  and  t  hope  whenever  you  come  up  this  way  you 
"ill  look  in  and  see  how  comfortable  we  are  under  your 
lUBfttces.  "  Ever  yours, 

"Noel  ByitoN." 


"To  Lord  Byron,  September  aist. — When  I  consider 
''ut  your  lordship  is  one  of  those  men  who  mark  the  age 
'» »bicli  they  live,  I  own  lo  feeling  guilty  of  presumption 

>0&ring  you  my  opinion  after  reading  the  letters  you  sent 
this  morning.     I  see  no  great  asBiatance  giNon  Vin  \.\\ew, 
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letters,  and  continue  to  hold  the  opinion  I  first  formed,  thtt 
a  foreign  force  is  the  only  thing  which  can  give  a  speedjand 
decisive  turn  to  the  war — all  is  chaos.    Tiicoupis  letters 
the  best  I  think,  it  takes  a  general  view  of  the  war;  bat 
Colocotroni  s  shews  the  necessity  of  physical  force  to  keq>  the 
Greeks  in  order.    The  Turks  would  easily  be  disposed  A 
But  from  four  years'  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  chBraeter, 
and  more  particularly  since  I  have  had  the  government  of 
this  island,  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  their  object  is  to  get 
more  of  your  lordship's  money,  which  they  think  more  of 
than  they  ought — for  they  seem  to  consider  you  a  mine  of 
gold.     Having  done  so  they  will  pay  no  attention  to  a  woid 
you  say :  the  damnedst  idiot  amongst  them  is  satisfied  that 
his  abilities  are  far  superior  to  your  lordship's,  thooj^  k 
will  conceal  this  vanity  while  he  thinks  to  get  money. 

"  To  give  the  government  money  will  be  to  throw  it  awaj; 
it  will  go  into  Colocotroni's  pocket,  or  that  of  some  other 
chief     Were  I  in  your  place  I  would  unite  my  own  funds 
with  those  of  the  committee,  and,  with  all  that  was  collectedf 
pay  the  two  hundred  Germans,  said  to  be  at  Napoli  di 
Bomania,  and  also  a  body  of  men  from  England,  as  numerons 
as  the  funds  will  admit  of — reserving  some  money  to  pay 
those  Greeks  who  are  fugitives  from  the  northern  provinces 
and  will  flock  to  your  standard.      With  tliis  force  seize 
Napoli  and  open  the  gates  to  all  the  people  of  Greece,  bnt 
exclude  the  warlike  chiefs.     Invite  all  the  civil  chiefs,  what- 
ever faction  they  belong  to,  but  hold  the  sword  and  the 
purse  yourself     Let  no  money  be  paid  to  chiefs :  as  they 
have  hitherto  lived,  so  let  them  live ;  but  pay  the  soldien 
with  your-  own  hands,  and  form  a  body-guard  of  the  most 
trustworthy.     A  few  enlightened  men,   Uke  Tricoupi  and 
Mavrocordato,  will  see  that  you  are  doing  what  alone  can  do 
good,  and  they  will  stick  to  you  and  support  you  ;  particu- 
larly while  you  hold  sword  and  purse,  which  secures  your 
power,  and  the  faith  of  the  mass  of  men.      Once  esta- 
blished in  that  impregnable  fortress  of  Napoli,  and  allied 
with  Hydra  &c.  use  every  means  in  your  power  to  oonciliatfli 
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short  of  giving  ap  the  purse,  wliich  in  your  case  I  woul  J  not 
trust  to  my  own  brotber.  You  might  then  Bend  forlh  troops 
under  th<!  constitutionnl  hanners.  with  orders  to  plunder  all 
cUiflfs,  but  not  to  injure  a  single  poor  person.  AUow  ihe 
loader  also  to  conduct  the  war  against  the  Turks  as  heniigbt, 
^ving  him,  if  you  could  not  accompany  him,  as  luuch 
money  as  would  serve  to  pay  his  troops  for  a  certain  time, 
Wt  telbng  them  bow  much  he  hiid,  and  when  he  was  to  pay 
ihera:  they  would  force  him  to  he  hnuest  when  pay-day 
i^ame. 

"  In  this  way  I  think  you  would  collect  aronnd  yon  all 
eulight^ned  Greeks,  whom  your  money  would  conciliate  and 
josr  body-guard  m^ntnin  in  obedience.  And  as  you  would 
My  demand  this  obedience  in  what  was  right,  and  would 
wte  relieved  them  from  anarchy,  what  right  would  they 
ive  to  complain  ?  Thus  you  might  disarm  or  destroy  the 
Kilike  chiefs  and  their  familiea,  the  government  would 
iduntly  consolidate  and  take  a  liberal  form,  and  you 
Xnight  then  give  over  the  purse  and  the  sword  with  safety, 
if  yoiir  general  was  successful.  Indeed  you  would  be 
wliliged  to  do  so,  because  you  could  only  retain  it  as  a  ^ove- 
*agn,  and  I  question  whether  the  army  would  consent  to 
liai  unless  you  were  your  own  general.  Then  indeed  yon 
night  clearly  possess  yourself  of  all  you  conquered:  bin 

IBrself,  or  your  general,  would  perhaps  find  your  fame  and 
bty  both  encreased  by  remaining  simply  members  of  a 
mblicaa  government.  This  scheme  may  appear  at  first 
B  wild  one,  but  if  your  lordship  thinks  it  worth  while  to 
^TC  it  full  consideration  you  will,  I  think,  see  that  it  is  both 
ft  bamane  and  a  piacUcable  one ;  and  far  the  best  that  Greece 

Kd  in  her  prest-nt  confusion  desire.     One  ilanger  however 
exist — that  of  being  assassinated  by  the  warlike  cliicfs 
moment  they  perceived  what  you  were  at ;  hut  enler- 
Vrizes  of  this  nature  have  always  some  point  of  danger.  <in 
"bich  one  can  only  say  with  Hotspur  'There  is  danger  in 
^ctoryiiiing.' 

HU?OL.  I.  d 
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"  As  to  myself,  I  would  willingly  go  lo  Greece,  but  will 
(inly  go  there  if  I  cau  live  on  my  own  iooome,  wbich  c 
if  I  am  struck  out  of  tfae  army  list  by  the  king :  therefore  I  I 
cau  do  nothijig  until  it  ie  ascertiiined  whether  this  would  or 
would  not  happen.     At  one  time  my  idea  was,  Uiat  if  tJrt 
cotumitlee  would  secure  the  value  of  my  couiniissioa  in  tlto 
eveut  of  my  losing  it  I  would  take  all  the  chances,  but  o 
Feflecliou  I  would  not  do  this.      If  by  going  on  balf-pay  I 
can  sen'e  the  Greeks  without  further  loss,  whatsver  b 
stock  of  military  knowledge  I  could  offer  your  lordslup  in  | 
such  an  enterprize  should  then  be  at  your  disposal. 

"  P.S.  By  your  letters  it  is  evident  that  Prinoe  Mavro-  J 
cordato  dares  not  trust  himself  in  the  power  of  Colocotroni, 
and  not  nt  all  that  he  has  become  really  unpopular." 

Lord  Byron's  opinion  of  Charles  Napier  was  displayed  in 
the  following  letter  addressed  to  tlie  secretary  of  the  Gtpei 
committee  in  London — "  1 824.  Colonel  Napier  will  present 
to  you  this  letter.  Of  his  military  cbanicter  it  were  super- 
fluous of  me  to  speak ;  of  his  personal,  I  can  say,  from  my 
own  knowledge,  as  well  as  from  all  rumour  and  private  re- 
port, iJiat  is  excellent  as  Itis  mihtary.  In  short  a  bettar  or 
a  braver  man  is  not  easily  to  be  found.  He  is  our  1 
lead  a  regular  force,  or  lo  organize  a  national  one  for  tfat  | 
Greeks.  Ask  the  army !  Ask  anybody !  He  i 
the  personal  friend  of  Mavrocordato.  Colonel  Stanhope  tat  ' 
myself;  and  in  such  concord  with  all  three  that  we  should 
pull  together,  an  indispensable  as  well  as  a  rare  point,  espe- 
cially in  Greece  al  present.  To  enable  a  regular  force  lo  be 
properly  organized,  it  will  be  requisite  fur  the  loAobolders  ic 
set  apart  at  least  fifty  thousand  pounds  as  a  reserve  fur  tliat 
particular  purpose,  perhaps  more. 

"  Noel  Bybos." 


1 
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SECOND  PBaiOD. 

h  tlie  begioning  of  1824  Charles  Nopier  relumed  to  Eng- 
'aad,  writing  tlma  to  his  mollier  on  the  journey, 

"AncuDu,  JftDuary  14lh. — My  voyage  here,  eleven  dnys, 

Was  most  boisterous  ;  we  were  driven  into  almosl  every  port 

of  Dnlmutia,  and  rolled  about  like  Jonas  in  the  whale's  belly. 

iJevil  of  fella  for  fisli  dat  Jonas  !  stvid  n  black  preacher.     I 

Wnived  al  night,  sea-sick,  cold  and  miserable,  to  be  thrust 

a  large  chilly  quarantine  room,  with  stone  floor  and 

\e  walls,  containing  for  furniture,  only  my  wretched  port- 

toaot«aa,  not  quite  so  black  but  nearly  as  miserable-looking 

^s  myself.     Next  morning  such  pains  assailed  me,  chiefly  in 

Vte  otiest,  that  almost  I  gave  up  the  ghost.     It  seemed  ii 

(lent  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  yet   I   could  not  help 

;hing  at  a  picture  formed  in  my  mind,  of  u  long,  thin. 

'ed  Italian  child  of  physic,  comiug  to  feel  ray  pulse 

tiuoufih  a  tobacco  leaf,  and  ordering  me  a  tissane,  and  two 

(hUqIcs,  Sic.     Tliis  is  exactly  what  would  happen,  but  after 

Uie  Uugb  my  cry  came;  for  thinks  I,  a  joke  is  a  joke,  bui 

^uch  a  fellow  smites  mortally.     So  my  plan  ^vas  suddenly 

tu  seize  Galen  by  the  neck,  and  having  thus  put  him  i>i 

quarantine  make  him  bleed  mo  until  I  cried  stop  I     Waiting; 

iiowever  two  hours  to  be  sure  of  my  course,  the  attack  proved 

'<  b«  only  rheumatism,  and  is  now  nearly  gone.      Hence- 

.lurtU  my  comforts  shall  go  with  me.     Vorty-one  years  have 

lajcd  hardy ;   but  for  the  next  forty-one,  feather  bed». 

soup,  green  fat,  diseased  liver  of  tormented  goose,  and 

ir  shall  be  welcomed." 


toani 

««m 

^Molei 
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Lord  Byrou's  letter  placed  liim  in  diruci  communicatinn 
with  the  comniiltee  for  the  Greek  loaD,  iliiit  combinntion  for 
freedom  nnd  stock  which  Moore  has  marked  for  immoruUty 
in  the  Ghost  of  Miltiades,  He  Hoon  fonnd  that  ihey  nt-illier 
desired  his  services,  nor  kuew  how  to  conduct  Greek  alFaiis 
themselves,  save  for  London  intrigues  and  popular  nam 
Their  ignoriiiice  was  signal,  their  pretensions  great,  their  lib- 
surdity  almost  incredible.  One  of  their  feats  was  the  fraigbi- 
ing  a  ship  with  Newman's  water  colours,  to  encourage  tlie 
artistic  talent  of  men  mho  were  striving  for  life,  and  wndicg 
in  blood  from  one  horror  to  another  towards  independence! 
From  such  pretenders  he  quickly  turned,  and  sought  tnfii- 
lighten  the  public  by  publishing  a  sequel  to  ti  former  pM"- 
phlet,  entitling  the  new  one, '  Greece  in  1 824 — by  die  mliia 
of  War  in  Greece.' 

His  intercourse  with  the  committee  may  be  judged  from 
the  following  correspondence,  which  also  throws  a  hgltl  W     ^ 
the  character  of  the  English  government  which,  jmlging  ^7     i 
Lord  Panmure's  treatment  of  General  Beatson,  does  ii«< 
eeem  to  have  improved. 

"  Mr.  Bowring,  February  29lh. — I  see  clearly  llie  vaslie"  I 
sponsibihty  which  would  attach  to  my  going  to  Greece  »s  ow 
uf  the  commissi  oners.  I  also  see  clearly  in  what  a  comnmiii" 
iug  post  it  would  probably  place  me.  A  deep  eonsiderntion 
of  the  subject  has  given  me  sufficient  confidence  in  mystlfw 
make  me  think  I  could  fulfil  the  duties  confided  to  me ;  but 
fts  I  before  told  you,  I  cannot  afford  to  lose  my  commisfiio'i. 
My  miUtarv  means  are  a  thousand  pounds  yearly  :  by  going 
to  Greece  I  lose  tlie  vthole.  If  Russia  declares  war  ngwnst 
Turkey,  England  and  Greece  become  enemies  and  1  fallio 
t3»>  ground,  without  n  profession,  or  the  means  of  eiiBlMiM 
after  thirty  years'  hard  service  in  the  British  army.  Ktw. 
I  I  have  no  ambition  to  sing  date  obolum  without  ili« 
T  Bclisarius,  it  will  not  do  for  me  to  go  to  Grewe 
I  I  tun  more  culculaling  than  enthusiastic,  inilc^ 
tt  small  qnantiiy  of  the  bitter  qi 
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;  henr  whnt  Mr,  Canning  says.  On  Friday  I  shall  be 
in  Loudon,  unless  what  you  huur  fiom  Mr.  Canning  hastens 
nieap.     I  »hall  take  the  liberty  of  paying  the  postage  ol' 

t letter ;  for  if  I  cannot  aid  the  Greeks,  I  will  not  diminish 
'funds  even  a  sixpence  !  " 
't.  Bowring  thus  rephed. 
LotiOoD.  March  J  st. — T  have  your  favour  of  ycstertlay.  I 
iad  s  very  pleaanni  interview  with  Mr.  Canning  on  Saturday. 
I  said  all  I  could  about  yon,  but  he  repeated,  Napier  has 
put  his  answer.  I  could  make  no  further  impression :  so 
Lord  Bathursi'a  answer  was  no  doubt  one  on  which  there 
*a8  a  previous  understanding  with  the  other  ministers.  I 
therefore  dare  not  advise  you.  I  think  the  independence  of 
Greece  is  now  bo  far  settled  that  yon  would  not  be  hauled 
■  die  cofds,  in  consequence  of  any  representation  from 
forte.  However  we  will  talk  of  this  when  we  meet. 
If  r.  Hume  to  Colonel  Napier,  1  Olh  July. — I  am  anxious 

Hve  your  opinion  ns  to  what  would  be  considered  a  proper 

hftUcring  train  to  send  out  to  Greece  for  the  reduction  of 
I'atrnss,  and  other  forts  which  hold  out,  as  I  am  anxious  to 
give  immediate  orders  for  tlie  preparation  of  the  requisite 
number  of  guns  and  raorlars  for  that  purpose  to  be  in 
tundiness  for  the  first  ship.  If  it  wore  convenient  for  you 
to;rivo  me  n  call  on  Monday  morning  about  eleven  o'clock 
*e  coulJ  have  some  conversation  on  the  subject.  You  are 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  ond  therefore  will 
mt  deUy." 
I  ttis  CO mraoni cation  was  thus  endorsed  by  the  recipient. 
-']iiuro  the  list  of  guns  and  stores  needed  for  a  siege,  with 
,Opiiuon  of  spending  money  so  foohshly.  The  guns 
i  Bent.  How  prone  men  are  to  buy  fiddles  before 
C.  J.  N." 

b  goTemment  had  only  been  asked  to  let  his  taking  a 

I  IP   Greece  pass  unnoticed  :  this  was  refused,  yet 

l-IDcnitha  afterwords  Mr.  Canning,  adopting  the  secret 
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despicable  reports  of  spies,  worthy  of  their  employer,  ossumpii 
that  diaries  Napier  had  betrayed  his  crust  as  an  offiovr,  ud 
Lord  Bathurst  called  privately  for  an  explanation. 

"London,  November  2Clh. —  My  lord  1  sliould  tlnnk 
myself  unworthy  to  wear  the  uniform  of  his  majesty,  which 
has  been  my  clothing  for  thirty  years,  if  I  vas  capable  of 
compromising  the  government  by  any  proceeding  of  mine 
as  Resident,  or  as  full-pay  lieu  ten  ant- col  on  el  in  the  Tooiiui 
Islands.  I  endeavoured  rigidly  to  execute  the  commani)i>  of 
government  in  the  letter  and  spirit  of  my  instructions,  with 
all  the  energy  of  mind  and  body  I  possessed  :  to  do  li« 
would  have  been  a  dereliction  of  duty  and  subvtri^ve  of 
military  discipline. 

"Disagreeing  with  your  lordship  in  political  opinioiA 
there  is  still  one  point  on  which  I  believe  we  are  agreed; 
we  are  both  his  majesty's  subjects,  and  though  far  remoTcd 
from  your  lordship  in  rank,  wo  are  equally  bound  to  fulfil 
our  duties  to  the  sovereign.  What  your  lordship  has  hewd 
I  know  not ;  nor  is  it  material,  because  I  will  tell  yoii  all  I 
have  done  or  thought;  and  I  have  both  expressed  and 
ivritten  my  opinions  as  a  military  man  with  respect  to  tli» 
defence  of  Greece. 

"  When  no  longer  Resident  of  Cqihalonia,  nnd  1 
London,  I  was  asked  to  go  to  Greece  aa  a  coiumieaiool 
the  Greek  loan ;  I  refused  as  being  on  full  pay ;  and  U>  SIJ 
the  truth,  what  I  saw  of  the  Greek  committee  so  disgasud 
me  that  from  that  time  I  have  never  had  more  to  eay  n 
them.  Since  then  I  have  been  offered  a  high  e 
the  Greek  army  by  the  Greek  deputies.  My  a 
that  I  could  not  accept  their  oftbr  unlosa  they  i 
worth  my  while  to  quit  the  British  army,  Tbo  < 
IIS  I  expected,  refused :  but  that  I  could  ever  i 
becoming  a  sort  of  concealed  agent  for  the  Greeks  ! 
dent  of  Cephalonin,  your  lordship  has  done  me  t 
in  believing  to  be  false. 

"  When  I  left  Greece  and  had  given  up  the  It«ud< 
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Cephalonia,  I  promised  Lord  Byron  and  Mavrocordato  to 
be  of  what  service  I  could,  in  explaining  the  real  state  of 
Greece  to  the  committee  in  London.  I  saw  and  heard 
this  famous  committee — from  any  further  connection  with 
which  the  Lord  deliver  me,  though  I  feel  for  many  indi- 
viduals composing  it  the  highest  respect  and  regard.  As 
to  the  Greek  deputies,  I  have  for  Orlando  a  personal 
fidendsbip^  and  I  mean  to  continue  it.  And  in  all  my 
proceedings,  thus  fully  stated  to  your  lordship,  I  feel  con- 
iBdent  you  will  find  nothing  to  disapprove :  perhaps  it  will 
also  remove  from  the  minds  of  your  lordship's  colleagues 
the  impression  that  I  could  be  a  traitor  to  the  confidence 
reposed  in  me  by  his  majesty,  through  his  lord  high  com- 
missioner. 

"  I  shall  conclude  by  requesting  of  your  lordship  not  to 

eoosider  this  letter  as  written  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 

the  Besidency  of  Cephalonia ;  or  as  the  recantation  of  any 

tentiments  ever  expressed  by  me.     No.     With  respect  to 

the  Greeks  as  a  nation,  I  admire  the  people,  their  courage 

and  their  cause ;  but  I  consider  no  soldier  can  indulge  his 

opinions  at  the  expence  of  his  duties ;  fortunately,  for  me 

both   go   together  here,   satisfied   as  1   am  that   a  strict 

neutrality  is  the  best  policy  for  England  and  for  Greece. 

If,  however,  your  lordship  s  colleagues  either  doubt  my 

conduct^  or  wish  for  ray  employment  to  give  to  a  better 

man,  in  God  s  name  let  them  use  their  acknowledged  power 

to  employ  men  they  think  best  calculated  for  the  king's 

service.    For  my  part  I  scorn  to  deprecate  the  wrath  of  any 

man  who  suspects  my  integrity;   and  I  entreat  of  your 

lordship  to  give  way  to  any  feelings  your  colleagues  may 

erince  on  that  point.     My  character  is  well  known  in  the 

British  army,  and  calumnies  either  in  London  or  the  Ionian 

Idands  will  pass  away.     With  a  strong  sense  of  obligation 

fcr  the  kind  manner  in  which  your  lordship  has  so  frankly 

communicated  with  me,  I  have  the  honour  &c. 

"  C.  J.  Napier." 
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This  satisfied  Lord  Bathorst.    Mr.  Canning's  mode  of 
acting  \7as  different. 

Captain  Kennedy^  being  on  his  way  to  Cephalonia  by  sea, 
entered  into  conversation  with  a  Grennan  named  Bippentbd, 
who  told  him,  that  Cephalonia  was  under  a  Colonel  Niquer 
who  was  very  much  mixed  up  with  the  GredL  revolution. 
Is   he  ?      Tes,    and  I  have    made  a  particular  report  of 
him  to  Mr.  Canning.    For  what  ?     Why  some  time  ago  he 
went  to  Missalonghi  incog.,  arranged  affairs  with  Mtno* 
cordato,  and  then  went  off,  breaking  quarantine  and  nea* 
trality;   but  it  is  all  known  to   Mr.  Canning.     Are  yoo 
sure  ?      Oh    yes !    quite   sure.      When    did  it  happen  ? 
Such  a  day,  such  a  iHonth.     Well !    Colonel  Napier  sent 
me  that  very  day  to  Missalonghi  on  public  service,  and  it  is 
odd  he  should  have  been  there  himself  also  without  my 
knowing  it :   don't  you  think  you  have  mistaken  me  for 
Colonel  Napier  ?      Oh !    that  must  have  been  the  case : 
indeed  I  was  not  there,  and  in  fact  never  saw  Colonel 
Napier  myself ;  but  my  correspondent  wrote  to  me  that  it 
was  him,  and  so  I  gave  information  to  Mr.  Canning. 

This  story  was  afterwards  frankly  told  to  Charles  Napier 
by  Bippenthal  himself;  and  a  short  time  before,  a  person  of 
knowledge,  in  England,  had  warned  him  to  be  on  his  guard, 
as  one  of  the  ministers  was  prejudiced  against  him  !    *'l 
was,"  said  he,  *'  indignant  at  Mr.  Canning,  who  with  good 
reason  I  believed  to  be  the  one  minister,  before  Bippentbal's 
tale  confirmed  the  fact     Then  I  wrote  a  letter   to  Lord 
Bathurst,   which  was  not    intended   to   soflen    Canning's 
feelings  towards  me;  for  his  enmity  was  as  indifferent  to 
me  as  his  approbation.      The  German's  tale  cleared  the 
matter,  and  Mr.  Canning's  cause  of  prejudice  became  known. 
Captain    Kennedy    had   gone    to    Missalonghi   on   public 
service  in  a  government  boat,  had  reported  to  the  supreme 
government,  had  with  him  the  proper  health  ofiBcer  to  guard 
quarantine,  and  was  in  full  uniform!     Yet  on  this  false 
report  of  Bippenthal,  false  in  every  particular,  and  given 
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^_   Ou  hearsay,  Mr.  Canning  was  ready  to  injure  an  old  ofEccr 
^^■*id  take  for  granted  tbnc  he  had  betrayed  his  trust !     What 
^^plMnmiyts  there  that  he  did  not  injure  me  with  the  sovereign 
^*   «I»7    The  king's  justice  only!  he  would  not  condemn  an 
'jffieer  unheard !" 
He  DOW  published  a  short  but  elaborate  memoir  on  the 
I      *^»d8  of  Cephalonin,  containing  descriptions  of  those  mag- 
^Btaificent  works,  with  perspective  sketches  and  maps,  remarks 
^B^u  the  best  sites  for  barracks,  and  on  tho  health  of    the 
troops,  and   the   nature   of  mnlarin,  with  statistic  tables. 
Upon  the  soldiers'  barracks  and  the  means  of  preserving 
Uieir  health,  this  work  contained  very  valuable  rules,  which 
lODg  afterwards  in  Scinde,  and  as  commander  in  chief  of 
Indian  armies,  he  endeavoured  to  realize ;  and  partially 
did  so.  but  was  baffled  generally  by  superior  authority 
ilde3  in  utter   disregard   of  humanity: — for   truly  has 
written  in  his  Fairy  Queen,  Nothing  is  so  fell  as 
ig  armed  with  might. 
8ir  Thomas  Maltland  died  this  year,  and  Adam  sncceeded 
ns  lord  high  commissioner.     Having  only  known  the  latter 
in  a  secondary  state  of  power,  where  his  true  quaUties  were 
held  in  abeyance,  Charles  Napier,  always  prone  to  give  credit 
for  goodness  where  absolute  badness  was  not  apparent,  had 
accepted  outword  profession  from  Adam  for  inward  worth. 
Now  he  was  to  know  him  in  supreme  authority,  and  to  find 
him  false  and  foolish  ;   inert  in  all  but  ostentation,  con- 
temptible  in  all  but  treachery,  which  was  however  deep 
anough  to  render  him  dangerous.     Sir  F.  Adam  is  dead, 
lltit  so  18  Sir  Charles  Napier;  and  while  both  were  living 
be  in     a   public    work    called    '  Colonization,'    told    Adam 
»ijat  he  was  and  what  his  actions  were.     The  only  answer 
»M  an  attempt  to  suppress  the  work  I      Wherefore  a  just 
indigoatioD  shall  not  be  suppressed  now. 

While  in  England,  preparing  his  work  on  the  Cephaloninu 
nads,  he  had  resided  in  the  country  and  made  himself  prac- 
tiMlly  acquainted  with  the  working  of  the  old  poor  law  :   he 
ti'i 
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also  communicated  with  philantlux)pic  reformere  of  prisons, 
and  obtained  plans  and  theories  from  them ;  rejecting  how- 
ever what  experience  had  taaght  him  were  bat  fallacies. 
Thus  mentally  reinforced  for  governing  he  letomed  to 
Cephalonia,  and  he  had  not  been  idle  with  his  pen ;  but 
of  his  private  correspondence  in  England  one  specimen 
only  remains,  and  the  reader  will  recognize  in  it  an  old 
friend. 

"  Gookham,  September  29th. — ^Blanco  is  able  to  tnTel 
and  shall  go  to  you  for  his  portrait :  he  will  not  try  to  get 
loose  in  a  stall  stable  if  with  another  horse,  or  a  cow,  and 
will  look  better ;  for  when  alone  he  puts  more  wrinkles  in 
his  nose  than  Solomon  had  in  any  place.  Give  him  a  canot 
and  it  will  excite  gratitude  and  good-humour :  his  bestloob 
are  put  on  when  any  one  plays  with  him  and  makes  him 
gallop  in  a  field.*'  His  return  journey  to  the  islands  was 
thus  described  to  his  mother. 

'*  Manheim,  December  30th. — Not  far  from  CoblenU. 
Ceesar  is  supposed  to  have  passed  the  Bhine,  and  it  would 
please  me  to  stop  a  few  days  to  trace  his  movements. 

**  Ala,  January  8th  1825. — The  cold  on  the  Brenner  Moun- 
tain was  bitter :  in  the  high  regions  of  the  Tyrol  one  finds 
out  that  there  is  no  pleasure  in  getting  nearer  heaven  on 
this  side  of  the  grave.     The  scenery  exceeds  in  beauty  any 
I  ever  saw,  except  in  Greece ;  there  it  is  finer  because  the 
mountains  are  higher,  or  at  least  the  valleys  are  lower,  so 
that  the  banks  of  rivers  are  covered  witli  oaks  and  elms, 
while  in  the  upper  regions  the  pines  begin.     The  Tyrol  is  all 
pine ;  and  as  to  the  people  of  every  part  of  Germany,  honour 
to  C«sar  for  killing  so  many  of  them.     Stupid,  slow,  hard 
animals,  they  have  not  even  so  much  tact  as  to  cheat  well 
We  always  detected  their  awkward  attempts,  except  at  night, 
when  cold  obliged  us  to  submit ;  for  phlegm  prevents  their 
feeling  cold  when  a  man  of  another  nation  would  be  frozen : 
you  might  bury  him,  before  the  German  would  collect  ideas 
enough  to  say  he  was  cold.     Out  of  these  regions  we  soon 


aii  Teir.]      TENTH  EPOCH,  PERIOD  U.— ENGLAND.  3*7 

liesceoded  to  Italy,  wLero  we  found  civilized  beings,  warin 
weather,  and  the  humnn  face  inatead  of  the  Gennan  visage. 
Bui  the  Germans  use  their  horses  well,  which  is  a  great  merit, 
and  ao  it  ought  to  be,  for  it  is  their  only  one. 

"  Well !  I  am  in  Italy  again  ;  and  to  spend  two  months 
on  the  Adige  between  Sterzing  and  Verona  would  be  very 
pleasant,  it  is  ao  very  beautiful.  The  Adige  rolls  dashing 
BJong  among  rocks  in  a  vast  chasm,  for  the  banks  are  full  n 
tbousaud  feet  high,  rmd  in  moat  parts  perpendicular,  yet  with 
great  masses  of  rock  and  wood.  The  width  of  this  chasm 
may  be  a  hundred  yards  in  some  places,  at  others  two  or 
three  hundred;  hut  everywhere  it  is  an  immense  ditch, 
whose  sides  are  exquisitely  picturesque  and  subhme.  Moun- 
tains are  always  beautiful  objects,  but  when  covered  with 
puch  enormous  rooks  hanging  over  your  head,  with  a 
foaming  river  at  yonr  feet,  they  excite  a  pleasure  far  be- 
yood  what  a  more  open  though  perhaps  a  more  beautiful 
country  can  do. 

"The  Tyrol  has  anotlier  kind  of  beauty.  There  the  road 
Is  north  and  south,  and  the  sun  at  noon-day  throws 

th  strong  lights  and  shadows  as  I  never  saw  equalled: 
000  mountain  is  black  as  jet,  and  jnst  beyond  it  out  starts 
a  vast  jutting  mass  of  granite  many  thousand  feet  high, 
covered  with  mosses,  brushwood,  pines,  coloured  earths  and 
^abs,  all  as  brilhant  as  diamonds,  noder  a  strong  sun.  The 
cold  and  the  rapidity  of  our  journey  prevented  my  drawing ; 
indeod  fingers  could  do  little  when,  as  we  spit  on  the  lentlier 
of  the  carriage  it  froze  at  the  moment  of  touching.  But  to 
talk  of  drawing  such  scenes  is  nonsense !  Jones  himself 
could  hardly  do  any  justice  to  them.  The  only  had  thing 
of  tliat  road  is,  that  it  leads  from  Italy  into  Germany.  In- 
spnick  is  very  bne  also,  bat  not  enough  so  lo  make  up  for 
its  inhabitants.  I  am  now  among  people  who  suit  my 
natnro  better,  roguiah  enough,  but  merry,  saucy,  pleasant 
laughing  fellows,  who  if  they  do  cheat  you  serve  you  at 
least,  and  don't  sulk  :  a  German  is  all  sulk,  and  does  nothing 


348  LIFE  OP  CHARLES  JAMES  NAPIER.  P826. 

for  you."— George  Jones,  spoken  of  above.  Is  the  royal 
academician,  for  whom  Sir  Charles  Napier  had  the  greatest 
esteem ;  and  a  well-founded  admiration  for  his  cultivated 
mind  and  great  talent. 

"  12th.— Just  arrived  at  Venice,  which  is  a  wonderful 
place. 

"Zara,  Dalmatia,  31st.— After  sad  weather  and  some 
danger  put  in  here.  The  Borea,  the  most  infernal  wind  of 
these  parts,  has  however  ceased,  and  we  shall  have  steady 
weather,  not  your  English  changes,  twenty- four  in  a  day :  I 
am  a  changed  man. 

"Corfu,  February  1 5th.— Arrived  yesterday  after  a  sad 
passage  of  twenty  days,  unheard  of  in  Adriatic  annals: 
people  thought  we  were  lost.  Sir  Frederick  teUs  me  my  stay 
here  will  be  lengthened.  This  is  disagreeable,  as  my  TOh 
is  to  get  to  my  own  kingdom :  however  when  a  man  has 
occupation,  and  is  kindly  received  by  every  one,  he  need  not 
much  care  where  he  is. 

"Corfu,  March  10th.— Lord  Guilford  is  here  again  and 
very  pleasant:  we  go  to  Cephalonia  together.  He  goes 
about  dressed  up  like  Plato,  with  a  gold  band  round  his  mad 
pate,  and  flowing  drapery  of  a  purple  hue  !  his  student's 
dress  is  very  pretty,  and  said  to  be  taken  from  ancient  sta- 
tues. 

"  March  24th. — Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  colonel,  Gorrequer,i9 
here.  He  called  on  me,  but  got  not  his  visit  returned.  K 
is  not  my  intent  to  consort  with  gaolers,  though  I  have 
brought  out  the  model  of  a  gaol.  Tell  Lady  Castlereagh  I 
have  sent  her  an  Athenian  ring,  with  a  hope  she  will  accept 
it  for  '  auld  lang  syne.' 

''Cephalonia,  May  3rd. — Once  more  amongst  my  own 

pec^Ie,  who  pretend  to  be  very  glad  to  see  me.     My  build- 

ng  at  Lnxuri  is  very  beautiful,  and  my  prison  will  begin 

^  Kennedy  comes :  no  building  can  go  on  without  him* 

■y  io«d  money  has  been  dribbled  away,  and  nothing  to 

hrtbe  loss;  it  is  surprizing  that  the  plain  way  of  going 
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(»    ^Tork  ia  BO  little  attended  to.     My  plan  waB  to  liave  as 
fe'W  tljiiigs  {LS  possible  in  hand,  but  to  keep  them  going  by 
■"giliinl.  Iftborious  superintendence.      In   my  absence   the 
qonntity  of  work  has  been  doubled  and  dispersed,  while 
t™«  3Uperiut£iidence  has  been  reduced  :  the  result  h  confu- 
*">D,  expence,  inertness :  liFirdly  has  a  thing  been  done.  Five 
strong  parties  were  at  work  under  me  with  five  overseers, 
"^^d  either  Kennedy  or  myself  overlooked  them  constantly ; 
^Viey  were  employed  to  render  places  which  were  impassable 
liefDre,  passable :  now  twelve  weak  parties  with  twelve  ex- 
pensive overseers  are  working  where  a  good  road  existed, 
to  make  it  better  1     The  prisons   have   one   hundred   and 
twenty  culprits : — with    me    they   never   exceeded  seventy. 
Forty  men  are  on  guard  i — with  me  eighteen  sufficed.     In 
short,  ihuiigh  httle  is  changed  in  name,  everything  is  reversed 
is  principle. 

"  How  entirely  all  things  depend  on  the  mode  of  executing 
them,  and  how  ridiculous  mere  theories  are.     My  successor 

» thought,  as  half  the  world  always  think,  tliat  a  man  in  com- 
Hand  has  only  to  order,  and  obedience  will  follow.  Nothing 
ii  more  easy  than  to  order,  consequently  nothing  bo  easy 
H  to  command.  In  this  hght  nine-tenths  of  the  world 
new  the  matter,  never  dreaming  of  the  constant  reflection, 
tonaUnt  watchfulness,  writing,  reading,  consultations  end 
other  details  required  to  insure  obedience  and  give  vigour  of 
eieoQtion  to  the  most  commou  commands.  Hence  they 
are  baiHed,  not  from  want  of  tnleut,  but  from  inactivity, 
negligence;  vainly  thinking  that  while  they  spare  them- 
selves every  one  under  them  will  work  like  horses.  My  re- 
port to  Adam  is  nevertheless  all  right,  for  my  determination 
is  not  to  make  difficulties  hut  to  remove  them :  indeed  my 
greatest  are  of  Adam's  own  creation,  for  lie  has  himself  the 
knack  of  using  the  wrong  end  of  the  wedge. 
I  "  May  25th. — My  subjects  of  Argoatoli  gave  me  a  grand 

I       lUimcr:  und  my  subjects  of  Luxuri  have  asked  me  to  a  fete. 
h  flftMfcdfaaterB  don't  agree  with  old  Cornaro.  Ltgnriiwated 
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to  give  me  a  piece  of  plate,  with   my  new  market-placp 
emboBsed  thereon:  I  refused.     A  fjift  from  a  town  to  ona 
who  holds  power,  when  no  extrRordinBry  occasion  wills  for  it, 
(s  not  very  gratifying.     That  I  have  done  mnch  for  Luxnn 
is  true ;  but  only  by  correcting  an  erroneous  opinion  fom 
by  the  general  government,  namely,  that  it  was  politic  I 
niin  Luxuri  in  favour  of  Argostoli,  and  this  does  not  call  • 
public  acknowledgment.      There  is   great  rivalry  between   *■ 
Lnxuri  and  Argostoli :  had  I  accepted  the  pints,  ilie  other 
would  have  decreed  some  greater  mark  of  honour,  and  tha^^^ 
faction  would  have  furnished  my  sideboard. 

"  We  have  found  a  stone  <]uurry,  quite  white  and  easily 
out,  iar  snrpassing  the  famous  Malta  slone ;  it  will  supply 

the  columns  for  my  market-place,  each  of  a  single  piece 

This  wilt  bo  very  handsome.  My  long  smart  quay  ia  neariy 
finished,  and  looks  well.  The  judges  give  me  most  troable:^ 
we  are  badly  off  for  honest  men,  to  the  detriment  of  tbe  f 
peasant,  who  gets  more  law  than  jusdoe.  However  we  ha,fi 
now  got  a  new  president  of  the  tribunals  who  i 
honest  man  :  it  was  this  place  1  wanted  Iticbard  to  os^ 
copy.  I  am  glad  that  he  and  his  wife  have  come  ont  oC" 
Ireland,  that  land  of  horror  and  oppression.  Poor  Jews  ik- 
Egypt  and,  alas !  no  Moses !  The  Greeks  are  going  i>& 
badly.  Eighteen  thousand  drilled  Egj-p'^*"^  <••"*  Tnrk»- 
havQ  taken  Navarino.  It  is  on  a  hill,  sloping  to  tJie  vnur, 
and  an  island  commands  the  whole  town  on  the  sea  stde^ 
the  Greeks  left  that  island  unfortified,  the  Turks  seized  it,. 
and  Navarino  was  no  longer  tenable.  Mavrocordato  was  at 
the  place  and  escaped  through  tlie  midst  of  the  Turkish 
fleet  at  mid-day !  However  two  &igatea,  three  twrvettM.  a 
brig  and  four  tnmspoits  were  burned  by  the  Qr«rk  firv- 
ships. 

"June    lat. — W«  have  fovnd  a  quarry  of    tbe   finnt- 

mi  know  not  yet  bow  to  tnra  it  to  accoant ;  but 

of  building  stone  will  give  rerienue,  for  alr>»dy 

Uads  send  for  it,  and  a  good  ro«d  ia  bnng  mad* 
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10  Uie  sea  for  passing  down  the  large  blocks.  Amongst  the 
people  liuro  there  is  much  distress.  The  gentlemeD  starve 
llie  peastLDLry  by  usury ;  from  fifty  to  three  huDdred  per 
cenL  a  poor  peasant  pays  for  borrowJDg  a  few  dollars :  if  a 
gentleman  lends  a  guloea  ihc  borrower  is  a  slave  for  ever. 
All  do  not  do  tliis.  but  enough  do  to  cause  great  distress. 
Usury  laws  may  be  bad  in  civilized  stotes,  but  in  the  stale 
of  tliia  island  ihoy  would  be  good.  Things  must  be  made  to 
suit :  a  good  law,  paralysed  by  the  state  of  society  becomes 
in  some  cases  a  had  law,  in  others  a  nonentity.  There  is  a 
villain,  now  in  my  room  and  looking  at  me  wriiiDg,  who  has 
a  whole  village  in  his  debt,  paying  three  hundred  per  cent, 
aud  unable  to  free  themselves ;  they  would  but  for  him  be 
rich  and  happy :  now  they  starve !  Things  will  raond  I 
hope,  but  unless  a  press  is  allowed,  little  good  is  to  be  ex- 
pected until  Greece  is  free,  and  she  is  now  in  a  had  way. 
Blanco  embarked  fat  and  fi-esh  as  if  hut  six  years  old.  My 
hill  for  him,  and  baggage  is  only  one  hundred  pounds! 
How  honest  John  Bull  in  the  city  touches  one's  pocket. 
Thirty  of  this  is  for  Blanco  ;  twenty  for  king ;  seven  for  io- 
suranco;  tlie  rest  is  cheat  and  devilment  However  any- 
thing is  better  than  cutting  Blanco's  throat  after  sixteen 
years' comradeship :  I  may  go  to  perdition,  but  not  for 
Blanco  ant/ways.    My  poor  good  old  beast! 

"  June. — My  subjects  of  Luxuri  have  given  me  a  magni- 
Gcent  dinner  in  my  own  market-house,  the  room  being  above 
a  hundred  feet  long.  There  was  also  a  boat-race.  One  boat 
vos  moored  far  at  sea,  while  close  under  the  window  of  tlie 
market-house  a  flag  floated  with  my  name  on  it;  and  from 
the  flag  a  lane  of  several  hundred  yards  towards  the  dis- 
tant boat  was  formed  by  two  rows  of  ships  and  small  craft, 
chiefly  filled  with  ladies.  Four  twelve-oared  boats  started 
and  came  dashing  iu  towards  the  goal  in  a  beautiful  and  ex- 
citiug  manner,  for  there  was  a  dead  calm,  and  they  strove  to 
break  each  other's  oara. 

"  On  the  other  side  of  the  room  the  windows  looked  on 
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the  market  square,  where  from  a  large  booth  six  men 
provisions,  fiud  handed  wine  to  the  mob,  for  four  honre: 
you  SOB  how  linndsomely  llie  affnir  was  conducted.  Abont 
eight  tlionsnnd  people  received  me  with  cheers  on  landing, 
and  I  could  not  help  saying  to  a  foreigner  near  me, — 
how  lucky  it  is  not  for  my  execution ;  these  things  are 
all  accidental  and  equally  entertaining  to  the  specmtors. 
We  drunk  horrid  Greek  radical  toasts,  such  as  Prinoe 
Mavrocordato,  Orlando,  the  cause  of  Greece,  But  to  neu- 
tralize that,  we  screeched  for  the  king  and  Sir  Frederick; 
and  as  to  the  Resident,  his  health  was  drunk  every  half-hour 
while  we  were  sober ;  every  half  minute  when  drunk,  and 
my  fear  was  they  would  Wke  to  kissing  him.  The  Greek 
way  of  feeding  the  peasants  while  the  gentlemen  feast  has  s 
kind  appearance,  and  belongs  to  old  times :  there  were  sotne 
six  or  eight  pipes  of  wine  given  to  the  people.  My  retreat 
was  sober  and  dignified,  hut  my  eating  was  more  than 
kingly,  certainly  more  than  was  Comaro." 

At  this  time  he  became  a  full  colonel  by  brevet 
his  brother, 

"  July  6th. — Not  sorry  to  be  a  full  colonel,  bat  less  pi 
at  my  own  than  at  George's  promotion,  na  ho  wished 
much.  As  to  my  works  here,  they  go  on.  Twenty  columns 
have  been  cut,  in  single  stones,  from  my  quarry  ;  they  shall 
be  boiled  in  oil  to  hinder  the  sea  air  injuring  them,  and 
when  cooked,  they  will  be  sausages  for  the  giant  who  bobbed 
for  whales.  I  have  built  eight  bridges  since  my  return, 
and  made  a  road  from  the  quay  to  the  town  of  Lnxari :  ihre* 
miles.  My  long  quay,  a  mile  long,  is  completed  itnd  looks 
magnificent.  Meanwhile  to  bless  us  we  have  got  a  bishop 
appointed;  an  excellent  pious  man,  who  formerly  lived  by 
sheep- stealing,  which  he  now  calls  his  pastoral  life.  His 
depth  of  learning  and  length  of  beard  arc  both  admirable: 
he  piques  himself  on  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  canon 
law  of  Justinian,  which  chiefly  rules  the  Greek  Church,  nnil 
he  assured  me  the  Baid  Justinian  mote  the  Code  UapoleoP 
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out  of  iriendship  for  Buonaparte,  as   iLey   had   been    at 

the  school  of   Brienne  together.    Disputing  this   fact,   I 

asserted  that  Juettnian  was  king  of  England  in  the  reign 

of  Solomon,  and  that  an  ancestor  of  mine  had  heen  sent  to 

Jerusalem  to  lenoh  logarithms  to  the  architect  who  built  the 

temple.     This  greatly  dialurbed  my  bishop's  theory  as  to 

w.£neDne;  but  he  is  comforted  by  Adam  giving  him  about 

^Hplrioe  my  pay,  an  extravagance  not  to  be  accounted  for.     I 

^HMb  only  fourth  in  salarj-  here,  though  governors  are  gene- 

^^T»Uy  the  best  paid.    We  Residents  are  howe^-Br  paid  enough, 

it  is  the  others  who  are  overpaid. 

''  An  Englishman,  named  Thiatlewaite,  arrived  here  just 
msAdam  had  ordered  our  money  to  have  English  names. 
The  punis  did  very  well ;  the  tohillinks  not  amiss ;  but  the 
Earthing,  and  Thisllewoite,  gave  the  Greeks  rheumatic  jaws  : 
indeed  only  those  in  the  deep  hanking  stage  of  consumption 
«xiuM  lap  their  tongues  round  the  last  name.  We  have 
fcowever  Bent  for  a  cargo  of  oysters  to  help  out  Thistlewaite : 
'^hen  he  comes  in  sight  all  the  Greek  months  are  convulsed. 
I  told  the  regent  his  name  was  pronounced  I'uzzle-Pote,  and 
lie  addressed  him  in  a  grave  speech  as  Signor  Piozzle  Pate, 
lie  being  a  schoolmaster ! 

"  August  Otb. — This  is  the  middle  of  the  sickly  seoson 

and  wo  have  not   yet  lost  a  man,  except  by  suicide,  which, 

strangely  enough,  is  caused  by  the  climate :  no  less  thao 

five  cut  their  throats,  and  all  meiTy  good  fellows  who  never 

liarkcd,  or  bit,  or  shewed  any  signs  of  madness.     I  havo 

anvsled  two  judges,  feudal  chiefs,  who  were  mode  judges 

Bgtunsl  my  wish.     Having  detected  them  leaguing  together 

tA  put  a  poor  man  in  gaol  for  debt,  out  of  which  ho  could 

Ktaiwrer  have  got,  and  my  proofs  being  complete,  I  trust  with 

^^^mfidence  to  have  the  lord  high  commissioner's  support. 

E      U  Uiey  are  dismissed  and  punished  it  will  have  a  better 

effect  on  the  courts  of  justice  than   any  law   against    bad 

judges.     The  high  rank  and  power  of  these  men  has  caused 

^^-  agnal  sensaLiou  at  tlieir  arrest.     Some  think  I  shall  be  baf> 
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fled,  others  not ;  but  the  astoTushment  of  the  people  thai 
tho  Metaxa  slionld  be  laid  hands  on  for  a  poor  man  vrithont 
known  protection,  is  very  great :  they  expect  the  Black 
Mountain  to  dance!  Should  Sir  Frederick  Adnm  fail  m 
firmness  the  feudal  chiefB  will  exult,  and  tbe  old  Venedati 
system  of  (fw^eniment  rise  higher  than  ever.  The  old 
Venetians  here,  assert  that  their  friends  will  iDtriguo  at 
court  and  humbug  Sir  Frederick,  who  will  approve  of  what 
I  have  done,  and  then  let  the  matter  drop.  Works  go  on. 
The  market-place  will  be  quite  finiahod  in  three  iDonths; 
and  so  will  a  Ughthouse,  in  shape  a  Doric  column,  sixty  feet 
high,  besides  pedestal,  of  our  new  stone.  The  roads 
also  are  again  in  progress,  but  to  get  matters  in  tdm 
cost  some  sharp  punishments,  not  pleasant  to  me  or 
iiiends- 

"  I  don't  think  much  of  Mr.  Brougham's  pamphlet 
education.     What  loss  of  time  writing  now  to  encourage 
education,  when  it  rolls  on  like  a  flood,  defying  cheek!    Mr. 
Livingstone's  penal  code  delights  me,  seldom  have  I  read  a 
worii  with  more  satisfaction.    Jeremy  Bentliom  is  n  cle\i'r 
fellow,  I  dont  argue  that ;  but  what  I  have  seen  of  his 
writings  apply  to  a  more  advanced  state  of  society  than  we 
have.     Nothing  but  a  free  press  can  do  good  radically.    A 
few  days  ago  a  criminal  cause  was  tried,  sixty-eight  witneases 
were  examined,  and  gross  perjury  proved  against  every 
Yet  it  was  not  a  question  in  which  political  feeling  col 
The  press,  and  the  press  only  can  correct  public  morals, 
governors,  not  being  legislators,  have  only  to  exert  oureelns 
to  check  oppression,  net  honestly,  and  not  fancy  all  is  to  be 
done  by  acts  of  legislation.     There  is  not  a  single  evil 
Cephalonia,  which  cannot  be  traced  to  legislation.  The 
secret  of  government  is  to  be  honest  and  just, 

"  October  4th. — Tliis  day  the  first  column  of  the 
place  has  been  removed  from  the  quarry,  four  miles,  whore 
before  never  a  road  existed.     Now  thero  is  a  fine  one  with 
livB  bridges  of  my  own  work.     Very  heavy  and  Urge  flw 
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oolumns  are,  requiriog  inuny  horses  for  each.  Tiie  anramer 
has  passed  and  hardly  a  mac  lost  from  malaria;  nnd  this 
from  ilie  (irrangemenis  made  hy  me,  according  lo  ilie  theory 
in  my  Memoir  on  the  Roads."  Here  breaks  ont  the 
Bflbelais  vein,  terminating  thus  "  Wliat  a  great  relief  noii- 
oense  is  to  a  man  who  has  been  working  hard:  I  hnve  a 
;am  in  me  beyond  the  ordinary  run  of  men,  and  if  it 
lO  vent  my  death  wonld  ensue  from  undulivered  jokes. 
I  am  delighted  lo  bear  you  are  bo  well  dearest  mother,  and 
that  you  bore  the  comet  like  an  angel ;  by  the  way,  no  doubt 
exi&te  in  my  mitid  that  comets  are  souls  of  good  post-borsea, 
who  still  ply  their  trade,  carrying  angela  charged  with  dia- 
patches. 

"  November, — Sixty  thousand  people  are  under  my  care, 
but  my  dealings  ore  generally  with  the  bad,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary  always  to  remember  this  to  avoid  being  entirely  dis- 
gttsted  with  bumno  nature,  A  military  cliief  is  always  in 
uontact  witli  good  soldiers  as  well  as  bad;  hut  n  civil 
governor  has  little  lo  say  to  the  honest  part  of  the  commu- 
nity ;  and  here  also  the  English  seem  as  bad  as  the  Greeks. 
There  was  a  great  feast  on  the  patron  saint's  day  Gerasimo. 
I  bad  made  a  fine  avenue  to  Ms  church  and  convent,  nearly 
a  mile  long,  and  sixty  feet  wide  " — since  destroyed  by  wilful 
neglect. — "The  Greeks  are  in  raptures  wilb  it,  and  have 
got  A  story  that  St.  Gerasimo  appeared  to  me,  saying,  '  Be 
my  friend  and  I  will  be  yours.'  They  believe  this,  and  as 
1  drove  to  the  convent,  six  miles,  thousands  prayed  for  me, 
and  bleat  me  in  passing.  Not  only  the  poor  but  the  rich 
implicitly  beUeve  me  to  be  favoured  of  Heaven  and  8t. 
Gerasimo.  Being  asked  if  the  saint's  visit  was  true,  I  said. 
Yes !  but  would  not  declare  what  be  said,  but  assured  them 
my  life  would  shew  it,  for  lie  had  foretold  strange  things. 
I  gave  money  at  his  slirine,  and  therefore  hope  he  will  treat 
me  like  a  gentleman," 

Here  his  correspondence  for  the  year  ends.  lu  it  Charles 
Napier  has  spoken  lo  others,  but  that  he  may  be  thoroughly 
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known,  his  priTatc  record  of  facts  and  feelings,  shall 
bow  he  spoke  to  himself;  exhibiting  the  mastery  with  vhich 
he  conceived  gigantic  enterprizes,  and  which  bis  after  life 
proved,  he  could  iriih  sweeping  power  have  execuied. 
this  view  it  must  exciie  admiration  to  observe  with 
simplicity  of  plan,  he  proposed  to  overthrow  the  greBt 
man  empire,  when  its  armies  covered  the  land,  and  its 
the  seas  on  wbieh  he  designed  to  act.  These  notes  go 
in  date  to  his  last  landing  in  Corfu. 

"Private  Notes.  Corfu,  March  1825.— This  is  mythir^l 
vent  here.  My  regret  is  great  at  having  neglected  to  recoril 
exttotly  what  has  passed  since  my  first  anival  in  IBIS.  A 
dozen  times  has  England  been  quitted  for  fureign  countrifs 
by  me,  and  Greece  has  been  visiied  four  limes ;  three  being 
to  Joannina  during  the  life  of  Ali  Piicha.  Of  these  joiimevs 
slight  journals  have  been  kept,  but  not  notes  of  what  was 
seen,  and  thought,  and  done  by  me,  which  might  have  provrd 
useful  to  others,  or  served  for  the  amusement  of  old  age 
when  memory  fails: — 'that  fiend,  to  whom  belong,  llie 
vulture's  ravening  beak,  the  raven's  funeral  song.'  Yei 
life  without  memory,  despite  of  the  terrible  power  of  ibese 
lines,  would  be  a  dreary  waste.  Looking  back  is  agreeable 
to  me;  looking  forward  more  so,  because  io  that  there  is 
hope,  a  chaiTu  which  past  life  has  not.  T  ara  now  furty- 
thrce,  and  have  done  little  that  nill  outlast  my  exist 
should  I  reach  a  hundred  years,  people  will  only 
What  old  beast  is  that  ?  The  answer  will  be  God  kni 
who  ever  heard  of  him  ?  Voili\  nu  avenir  bicn 
Still,  as  old  Comaro  says,  if  one  don't  cat  too  much, 
is  enjoyment  in  this  world ;  and  there  is  always 
happen  what  may  a  man  of  fortitude  never  abandons 
I  like  life :  it  has  not  perhaps  offered  much  to  me  Bi 
but  all  men  have  their  trials,  and  it  is  sure  lo  esd 
enough.  My  desire  is  to  live  to  a  hundred,  if  without ' 
dling,  that  is  to  Bay,  not  more  than  I  have  done  all  mrl 
DO  man  gets  much  out  of  that  line. 
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I  left  Engl&nd  last  December,  and  od  Clirislmas  day 
rpftfhed  tlie  Rhine,  and  passed  through  the  Tyrol  and  Venice. 
The  Venetians  are  filthy,  proud,  insolent  and  jealous,  almost 
AS  Lad  as  the  Spaniards :  but  I  speak  of  men  only,  nomen 
bU  countries  are  good ;  or,  if  bad,  ore  such  pleasant 
ms  tliat  it  don't  signijy  on  which  side  of  the  ledger 
tiieir  conscience  stands.  There  is  no  need  to  wish  Venice 
any  other  ill  than  continuing  between  the  Germans  and  the 
Adriatic — the  one  destroying  her  people,  the  other  swallow- 
her  houses.  Yet  she  is  a  line  old  lady  and  'tis  pity  she 
lid  be  devoured  by  Germans.  Now  I  am  once  more 
legst  the  merry  Greeks,  who  are  worth  all  otlier  nations 
put  togetlier.  I  like  to  see,  to  hear  them ;  I  like  their  fun, 
their  good-humour,  their  Paddy  ways,  for  they  are  very  like 
Irishmen.  As  to  cleanliness  they  cannot  brag ;  soap  and 
water,  or  small- tooth  combs  are  nol  more  used  in  Greece 
tlian  in  other  countries.  Yet  they  are  cleaner  than  Italians, 
and  don't  love  dirt  like  the  Venetians  ;  they  onlv  suffered  it 
«at  of  [loliteness  when  the  lost  were  their  masters,  and  are 
now  leaving  it  off  in  compliment  to  us :  all  their  bad  habits 
are  Venetian ;  their  wit,  their  eloquence,  their  good-nature 
tkeir  own. 

"  A  iour  years'  war  against  the  Turkish  empire  carried  on 

lontresources,  civilization,  or  arms,  and  hitherto  sucoess- 

JuUy,  speaks  for  the  Greeks.     They  have  plenty  of  faults 

and  are  very  wild ;  but  tliai  is  just  wliut  they  ought  to  be. 

Slaving  had  no  kindness  Jrom  the  world,  and  much  ill-usage, 

are  not  steady  under  freedom,  they  bound  and  leap  like 

■Vvwly-lai inched  ship  :  soon  they  will  take  in  ballast,  and 

too  I  hope.     Allow  them  twenty  years  to  right,  and 

if  left  to  themselves  they  will  do :  meanwhile  I  fear 

will  not  be  let  alone.     Fra  tanto  ecco  mi  qua.  en- 

ing  their  good  company,  their  fine  climate,  their  mag- 

int  motmtains,  their  pretty  scenery,  liking  ihem,  and  all 

ing  to  them,  and  wishing  all  belonging  to  me  here. 

K(i,     Not  here  in  Corfu,  but  in  Cephalonia,  which  is  so  dear 
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to  me,  that  every  Jiour  Dot  Dinployed  to  do  ber  good  appenis 
wasted. 

"  Strong  is  my  doaire,  again  to  see  my  two  grent  roads  ot 
Kanilaogada  and  St  Libeiales,  and  the  Samoa  road.     If 
ever  anything  has  been  done  by  me  worth  my  hire,  which  is 
doubtful,  il  13  these  roads ;  and  considering  the  meana  at 
my  command,  and  tlie  great  height  of  llie  mountaiua.  they 
were  bold  undertakings:  my  expectation  of  success  almost 
failed,  yet  they  are  there,  and  will  remain  for  n  thousand 
years.     Young  George  may  go  somo  day  and  looli  at  bi& 
uncle's  work,  when  the  worms  arc  making  inroads  on  the  old 
fellow's  pericranium  at  the  top ;  for  my  wish  is  to  be  bnrieti 
on  the  summit  of  Liberales  in  the  old  chapel :  not  caring' 
for  church  or  chapel,  but  to  lie  on   the  top  of  the  road. 
Many  a  poor  mule*s  soul  will  say  a  good  word  for  me  at  thi* 
last  day  when  they  remember  the  old  road.     Well !  now  for 
other  things.     In  this  note-book  I  shall  now  run  on  in  ray 
own  way,  sometimes  merry,  sometimes  sad,  one  tiling  anil~ 
another  as  the  flt  takes.     Few  will  ever  see  it,  and  it  shall  b^ 
the  picture  of  my  mind  thrown  on  paper,  with  Just  so  mndv- 
reserve  as  is  necessary  on  certain  subjects  wliich  need  noK^ 
he  made  known  to  strangers,  should  accident  throw  it  ii». 
their  way:  no  prudent  man  will  put  all  that  pnssea  in  Iii^^ 
mind  down  on  paper,  and  perhaps  events  may  arise  interest- 
ing to  me  wliicb  it  may  not  be  safe  to  speak  of, 

"  Cephalonia.  April.— Came  here  with  Sam  Pechel,  in  lb«^ 
SybiUe:  he  is  just  the  same  as  when,  twelve  years  ago,  IZ 
passed  five  months  on  board  his  ship,  warring  on  tlie  Ama — 
rican  coast,  a  war  of  folly  and  piracy,  uniting  all  that  is  bad- 
without  a  redeeming  point,  not  even  that  of  sncceas  1  Thv- 
people  hero  seem  glad  to  see  me,  and  if  the  seumlng  be  fiilse^ 
what  signifies?  it  is  just  as  pleasant,  because  my  cousdeoc^ 
tails  me  they  ought  to  he  glad,  soeiug  how  hard  1  have* 
worked  for  them.  My  landing  was  amidst  tiring  of  csDnon* 
and  all  the  humbug  of  rank  iu  its  own  circle.  My  arrang«' 
nents  have  been  upset  and  extravagance  haa  prevailed,  IC7 
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Bfty  nodiing  of  roguery,  which  is  always  hard  to  diacover, 
even  when  one's  hand  is  in.  Strange  that  men  will  risk  all 
for  llie  sake  of  cheating  the  publio  !  Why  does  an  innate 
love  of  fraud  exist  ?  Why  is  the  best  man  he  who  conquers 
it,  ail  haTiDg  the  tendency?  It  is  lucky  to  have  much  to 
do,  for  I  seem  alone  :  would  to  God  I  could  travel  hke  an 
Arab  with  all  my  folk  around,  pitching  my  lent  anywhere, 
and  everywhere  at  home. 

"  May. — I  have  reduced  the  expences  abonC  f  100  amonth, 
Tet  no  public  work  has  been  neglected  or  lessened,  nor  any- 
thing retrejiched  but  folly  :  all  indeed  going  on  faster,  and  all 
OKiDg  to  my  limbs  and  eyes — that  is  to  say  I  ride,  I  see, 
and  don't  take  things  for  granted  because  they  are  said  to 
exist.  If  my  eyes  were  as  good  as  my  horse  Turk  my 
work  would  be  stiii  more  useful.  Yesterday  I  rode  over  all 
i]>e  Black  Mountain  to  find,  and  did  find  a  cave  for  filling 
with  snow,  to  give  the  people  ice  during  the  summer ;  for  this 
Utli  day  of  May  vast  quantities  of  snow  are  on  the  moun- 
lain.  A  year's  work  is  now  required,  for  my  roads,  when 
half  that  would  have  more  than  sufBeed  but  for  neglect.  A 
mine  laid  with  150  lbs.  of  powder  will  however  soon  open 
one  of  the  turns  well,  and  save  the  poor  peasants  some 
beary  labour  under  the  accursed  corvee  which  pains  my 
beori.  This  angeria,  or  as  the  soldiers  call  it  the  himgry. 
is  Tcry  bad.  I'laze  your  honour  thim  hungry  men  don't 
work  at  all,  at  all.  Yet  without  tliis  angeria,  the  roads 
could  not  be  made,  and  the  peasants  themselves  would  suffer 
more  than  any  other  class :  they  alone  live  in  the  countT)-, 
and  each  is  a  small  landowner,  drawing  every  necessary  of 
life  trom  Ai^ostoU.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  Cepha- 
lonians  get  even  their  vegetables  from  the  capital,  where 
two  or  throe  gardens  supply  the  whole  country.  liaily  comes 
ibe  poor  man  from  the  most  distant  parts  to  buy,  when 
U^j^  JuB  Uie  finest  garden  ground  lying  waste  around  bis 

k        "  What  pleasure  it  gives  me  to  do  good  to  this  delightinl 
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island :  with  those  dear  to  me  I  could  spend  my  whole  life 
here  without  a  wish  to  leave.     Its  climate,  its  beauty.  Its 
good  people,  for  with  ftmlls  like  others  they  ato  kind  tmi 
good  ;  the  improvementa  which,  as  a  Hesideni  and  a  private 
person   I  couM   doily  make,  render  it  inlereating  lo  me. 
Wliat  I   do  now  is  as   a  king,   enrrying  on   great  works 
wliich  have  perhaps  a  proportionate  interest ;  but  then  diej 
reqnire  much  time,  much  patience  and  energy,   (o  force 
them  through,  ngaiost  the  idleness,  roguery,  and  nHturnl 
feelings  of  men.     There  are  many  drawbacks  however,  and 
I  go  through  a  great  deal  to  effL-ci  my  objects,  and  na^ 
not  live ;  at  ntl  events  not  be  here  to  see  even   their  com- 
pletion, much  less  their  useful  effucts :  whereas  as  a  private 
person  b>  instruct  villagers  in  gardening  to  help  them  fbr- 
wiu'd,  and  enter  into  all   their  wants  are  quiet  pleasur^s^ 
nearly  as   useful,   and    give     daily     satisfaction.      Ncve*^ 
theless,  aa  a  whole  I  would  rather  make  roads  and  bui  li 
prisons,  hghthouaes,  and  tribunals,  than  be  the  good  man    of 
the  village,  though  tlie  last  is  perhaps  the  most  Christi^wi 
iir«! 

"  September. — The  Greeks  have  offered  to  place  me  •' 
tiie  head  of  their  army,  wherefore  I  will  set  down  all  th»  ^ 
has  passed,  that  if  it  takes  place  the  causes  may  bo  Incs-^ 
to  their  consequences, 

"In  1820  the  government  sent  me  to  Ali  Pacha,  wh"^""' 
by  the  way.  gave  me  a  Turkish  sabre.  I  took  large  mthtiK-^ 
stores,  and  had  orders  to  advise  him,  at  bis  own  request,  ** 
to  the  defence  of  his  capital  and  territory.  He  was  a  strau  ^^S" 
fellow.  Cunning,  cruel,  resolute',  enterprising,  and  faithluJ'*^' 
he  was  fitted  for  the  day  and  for  the  wild  race  he  ruled.  " 
we  cfln  Cidl  fit  what  is  not  directed  to  impruveineoL  fc::^^' 
was  obeyed,  he  could  obtain  obedience:  but  he  songht  i^*^^ 
to  improve  either  bis  people,  oi  his  countn,'.  being  selfiah  ■"* 
the  vilest  sense,  and  having  only  for  object,  the  gratilicst*  '^^ 
of  lust,  of  eating,  drinking,  and  above  all  avarice.  IjOVO  <'i 
money  made  and  unmade  him:    first  it  mads  him  homtij 
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nntil  his  riches  gave  him  power,  which  ensbled  him  to 
increase  those  ricliea :  but  wlieu  the  liour  of  danger  came 
he  would  not  e.'tpend  his  money  and  so  fell.  Thinking 
his  iTDops  could  1)6  kept  faithful  Erum  fear  without  cost, 
he  collected  the  wives  and  children  of  the  leaders  in  his 
scTBglio  as  hostages,  I  told  him,  that  being  a  strnnger 
:uy  judgment  might  he  wrong,  but  such  means  would 
■  i.iy  secure  their  vengeance,  perhaps  not  even  that,  and 
'  ■  i.'Ught  to  spend  money  also.     He  said  he  did.     This  was 

Ibti.  bis  people  were  starving :  I  saw  him  buy  up  had  flour 
feed  the  men  working  on  his  fortifications!  Two  ohle 
KtiqI(s  were  well  known  to  me,  Goberoati,  a  Piedraontcse; 
and  Ciirretto,  a  relation  of  the  famous  Vendean  chief  La 
Charette:  they  were  excellent  officers  in  their  way,  but  both 
ill-treated  hy  Ali,  and  kept  actually  in  want,  ho  even  de- 
scunded  to  cheat  them  in  trifles. 

"  His  treasure  was  averaged  at  lil^y  millions  sterling  in 
cash  and  precious  stones,  probably  ten  times  the  truth : 
hot  he  had  vast  riches,  more  than  enough  to  make  him 
kmg  of  Greece,  and  hia  natural  talent  was  great.  Not 
however  of  liie  highest  order  or  lie  would  have  succeeded 
in  bis  ri-bellion,  for  the  game  was  in  his  hands;  but  bis 
K'l'uius  was  shackled  by  cruelly  and  avarice,  which  deprived 
bim  of  liie  Greeks'  confidence.  They  would  still  have 
Jbllowed  hia  standard  if  he  had  acted  with  wisdom,  but 
it  was  not  in  him ;  he  was  not  civilized,  and  could  only 
oomprrhend  war  as  a  barbarian :  as  he  had  made  it  all  his 
lifts.  Things  that  would  have  secured  victory  appeared  to 
him  douhltul  experiments  of  great  danger,  for  he  feareil 

tpnng  opportnnities  for  vengeance  in  return  for  bis  cruelties. 
b  would  have  been  too  powerful  for  that,  but  the  habits 
■■•  toDg  liie  were  not  to  be  overcome  even  by  so  resolute  a 
nan  and  so  pressing  a  danger. 

"  I  brought  him  stores  in  abundance,  his  magazines  were 

(ull,  he  had  quantities  of  cannon ;  and  though  Joannina  is 

^^  a  plain,  mountains  and  the  sea  surround  Ali's  territury. 
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I  proposed  to  form  for  him  a  complete  artillery  corps  of 
fifty  pieces,  which  were,  with  all  apportenances,   in  Ub 
magazine ;  and  also  to  drill  and  organize  his  troop,  which 
he  called  thirty  thousand  but  never  shewed  me  more  thin 
five  thousand :  however,  all  he  had  could  have  been  organized 
before  the  Turks  came.    To  this  was  joined  a  plan  tot  the 
immediate  establishment  of  telegraphs  at  each  pass^  bat  he 
would  not  let  me  examine  his  country.    With  this  power  of 
communication  my  advice  was  to  push  small  corps  to  eich 
defile,  and  as  far  beyond  as  possible,  with  orders  to  hanv 
the  Turks  in  flank,  and  when  the  latter  reached  the  pue 
which  they  designed  to  force,  to  close  on  their  rear  and  cot 
off  their  communication.    Every  pass  was   to  have  men 
strongly  entrenched  for  defence,  while  his  main  body  assem- 
bled in  the  plain  of  Joannina.    All  this  I  offered  to  do  for 
him.     No  !     Ali  would  not.     He  would  not  have  a  regultf 
army,  though  it  was  his  only  safe  course  and  might  place 
him  on  the  throne  at  Constantinople ;  he  would  not  have 
his  mountains  entrenched  nor  telegraphs;    he   would  do 
nothing,  it  was  too  expensive,  he  was  too  poor !    The  Turkish 
army  therefore  passed  the  mountains  unopposed,  and  Ali 
WHS  besieged  and  taken,  hoarding  to  the  last !     His  avarice 
was  incredible.     He  made  me  calculate  the  cost  of  measures 
which  he  approved  of,  but  always  rejected  them,  thinking 
my  design  was  lo  get  money :  be  had  no  conception  of » 
man   acting  without   a  view   to   money.      His  ministers, 
Mantho  and  Colovo,  entered  into  my  views,  and  did  all 
thev  could  to  forward   them,  but  in  vain !     He  was  not 
really  a  great  man. 

•'  One  of  my  proposals  was  to  go  to  Brindisi,  where  the 
NeapoUtans  were  about  to  discharge  a  regiment  of  German 
cavalry,  and  two  of  Albanian  infantry,  because  the  revolu- 
tionary goveniment  wanted  money,  not  men  in  arms !  For 
a  mere  song  those  disciplined  soldiers  would  have  been  made 
over  with  arms,  clothing  and  accoutrements ;  and  tliey  would 
have  been  dehghted  to  come,  for  starvation  stared  them  in 
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face.  The  Turkish  fleet  had  not  then  entered  the 
Adriatic,  and  AJi  had  a  number  of  small  vessels.  His 
son  Moucktor,  a  good  fellow  for  a  Turk,  was  then  shut  up 
in  Berat  by  the  Montenegrins,  and  I  proposed  to  take  with 
me  agents  for  settling  the  money  affair,  and  Ali's  vessels  to 
land  uie  and  the  three  regiments  at  Durazzo.  From  thence 
1  wauld  have  marched  with  them,  and  any  wild  pahkars  Ali 
('hose  to  add,  against  the  Muntenegnns :  they  could  hardly 
have  resisted  two  thousand  regular  troops. 

"  His  son  would  have  thus  been  freed  and  we  should 
hare   returned   to  Joaunina,  where  a  respectahlo  forue   of 
about    ten    thousand    disciplined    men   might    have   betm 
speedily  formed,  with  a  well-appointed   cavalry  and  artil- 
lery, able  to  beat  any  Turkish  force  that  could  pass  the 
defiles  of  Pindua  or  Albania.     Now  AH   might  have   no 
confidence  in  me  as  a  general,  but  there  was  no  need  to 
give  me  command,  tliat  was  a  secondary  question.     Had 
he  undertaken  the   enterprise,   and  proclaimed   hiiasoll'  a 
Christian — he  was  certainly  no  Mahometan — and  king  of 
Oiv€ce.  he  would  have  succeeded,  foe  every  Greek  cluellaiR 
looked  upon  AU,  mtually,  as  his  sovereign.    Fifty  thousoJid 
ids  would  have  done  it  all,  and  he  had  the  materials, 
lere  was  nolliing  to  buy  except  the  disciphned  soldiers  of 
'■pies,  and  he  told  mo  he  could  easily  spare  three  hundred 
Miuusand    pounds :    yet  he  would   not    give    the  money. 
He    aflenviirds   repented   and  wrote   to  me,  hut  loo   late; 
(Jencral  Church's  regiments,  the  Neapolitnu  ones,  had  then 
UecD  disbanded  at  Barletta,  tho  Turkish  Hect  had  reached 
Uk  Adnalic.  and  the  daring,  able  Ali,  fell  a  victim  to  his 
"wn    avarice.     Even    at   the   last,   when  besieged   in   his 
"■•■raglio,  before  he  retired  to  his  island,  some  SuHots  who 
iiad  been  with  him,  told  me  he  tried  his  dirty  tricks  to  chcnl 
ihetn  in  weighing  out  their  provisions.     He  thus  lost  the 
H  opportunity  that,  perhaps,  ever  fell  to  a  bni'barian : 
liii  possessed  a  better  heart  and  been  civilized  he  would 
dynasty.     But  other 
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coming,  with  shadows  long  and  distinct :  Providence  seemed 
averse  to  make  such  a  savage  the  instrument  to  free  the 
Greeks  from  their  curse,  and  restore  peace  with  its  blessiDgs 
to  their  lovely  country. 

*'  One  day  during  my  private  visit  to  Greece,  wnBdng 
near  Ali's  seraglio  at  Prevesa,  two  Albanians  followed  me, 
wild   savage  chaps  with   shaggy   sheepskin   capots;  tlieir 
looks  were  disagreeable,  and  being  near  a  dead  wall,  and 
alone,  I  quickened  my  pace :   my  pistols  had  been  left  tt 
home,  for  the  first  time  since  my  arrival  in  Greece !    Tbej 
did  the  same,  nearly  treading  on  my  heels,  which  alanned 
me,  and  my  regret  was  bitter  for  the  absence  of  my  little 
pistol  companions.     However,  not  thinking  a  knife  in  mj 
back  a  desirable  attention,  I  turned  so  quickly  that  tbft 
came  bounce  against  me,  and  in  pushing  them  o£f,  n^  eyes 
watched    their    hands    in    expectation   of   a  stab.      Ow 
snatched  my  pocket-handkerchief,  put  it  under  his  cloak, 
and  then  drew  a  knife.     Now  with  a  barbarian  you  must 
take  the  ascendant  at  once,  if  you  can ;  so  I  seized  him  by 
the  collar,  struck  him  sharply  over  the  head  with  a  little 
switch,  and  in  a  loud  voice   told  him  to  give  back  the 
handkerchief  or  I   would  shoot   him  with    a    pistol:  be 
obeyed  instantly,  his  companion  at  once  joining  me  in  the 
order !     Then  retiring  a  few  steps  backwards  to  avoid » 
sudden  stroke  from  their  knives  when  my  back  was  turoei 
and  shaking  my  switch  menacingly  as  if  I  had  no  fear— I 
was  in  a  hell  of  a  fiink — I  gained  a  few  paces.     They  Blood 
consulting,  which  added   to  my  apprehensions,  wherefore 
turning  a  comer  with  a  '  catch  who  can,'  off  I  set  at  such 
speed,  that  what  with  my  fears  and  natural  activity  they  b«d 
no  chance  of  overtaking  me. 

**  In  the  evening,  while  walking  with  the  British  vice- 
consul,  we  came  on  my  two  gentlemen,  eating  their  supper 
in  the  street :  one  jumped  up  and  run,  the  other,  he  who  had 
drawn  his  knife,  fixed  his  most  determined  and  villainous 
looks  on  me  with  a  steady  impudence  and  ferocity  never 


rpassed.  He  would  not  answer  the  vice-consul,  who 
mted  me  lo  have  him  arrested  but  I  refused,  because 
e  pacha  was  llien  courting  our  government,  and  the 
lor  wretch  would  have  been  beheaded  or  bastinadoed. 
e  indeed  looked  so  botdlv  in  mjr  face,  and  shewed  such 
uck,  in  his  fashion,  tliat  it  went  against  my  feelings  to 
,ve  him  killed  or  maimed  for  a  dirty  pocket-handkerchief: 
was  dirty,  fur  I  had  a  cold.  His  brains  should  have  gone 
leed  in  defence  of  the  muckvnjer  when  he  snatched  it,  if 
>f  pistols  hud  been  ready,  but  coolly  to  have  his  throat  cut 
■  the   pacha's  governor  was  not  to  be  done;   especially 

both  paclia  and  governor  were  worse  thieves  than  lie, 
cause  thej-  had  more  power :  that  is  lo  say,  practically 
)rse,  for  none  of  the  three  would  hesitate  to  rip  up  a 
>iDiui  with  child,  for  the  price  such  a  bagatelle  stood  at 

the  Albanian  market.  It  was  weakness  in  me,  for  he 
ls  doubtless  since  committed  horrid  deeds  in  the  troubles 
at  have  occurred;  but  to  let  him  discover  the  great 
cr«t,  with  help  of  a  sharp  ecimitnr,  at  that  period  was 
It  to  my  taste.  This  was  the  second  time  I  was  nearly 
ibl>ed  in  my  life:  the  first  was  at  Bembibre  iu  Spain  1809. 
"  Eetuming  now  to  the  Greeks,     I  clearly  saw  the  signs 

a  general  rising  in  Greece,  and  gave  information  of  it  on 
r  return  to  Corfu.  And  my  visit  to  Ali  had  tuugjit  me 
3ch.  It  shewed  me  what  the  Turkish  government  was, 
d   what  a  Turkish  chief  and  his  troops  are.     The  secrets 

the  East  were  opened  to  me  iu  the  splendid  little  court 

Joannina,  where  its  riches,  its  force,  its  costume,  its 
rburii^m  and  cruelty,  were  all  displayed  in  full  propor- 
ms ;  for  wlio  was  stronger,  who  richer,  who  more  cruel 
an  Ali  Pftcha?  The  sultan  only!  The  rule  of  this 
ixap  was  tlierefore  a  model  for  study.  I  saw  he  would 
it  figure  in  the  approaching  revolution ;  ond  though  a 
ranger,  unknown  to  the  Greeks,  I  felt  certain  they  would 
entually  require  the  assistance  of  a  military  man  in 
lunn  nbuut  Co  burst  forth.     Hence  with  a  preseoti- 
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ment  that  my  aid  would  be  usefdl  I  resolved  to  stadv 
a,  G-eek  .h™,»  „d  ^^    I  «.  a..  ™i„™,  i^ 

ranee,  and  saw  Ali  the  slave  of  his  very  groom,  whose 
existence  depended  on  his  breath ;  he  conld  not  give  me  a 
horse  unless  the  groom  was  feed :  Ali  gave  an  ord«r  and 
thought  it  was  obeyed,  and  had  he  been  told  it  was  not,  the 
groom  was  dead !  but  it  was  the  custom  to  fee,  and  there- 
fore could  not  be  avoided  notwithstanding  the  Pacha  s  oiden. 

''  Seeing  how  fit  and  unfit  such  people  were  for  war  I 
longed  to  lead  them,  and  resolved  to  do  so.  The  idea  con- 
stantly arose  that  my  destiny  was  to  command  a  Gmk 
army  against  the  vile  Turkish  horde.  Not  able  to  say  why, 
it  yet  seemed  certain,  and  I  abandoned  myself  to  the  idea. 
Veli  Pacha,  an  abler  man  than  his  fiither,  ordered  a  play  of 
jereeds  for  me :  it  was  beautiful  and  warlike.  Some  GieA 
peasants  picked  up  the  jereeds ;  a  dangerous  service,  for 
several  were  ridden  over  by  the  Turks ;  but  though  braised, 
they  seemed  to  think  nothing  of  it,  still  less  did  the  Turkish 
ruflfians  care.  I  thought  to  myself,  why  do  ye  submit  to 
this?  Why  do  ye  not  tear  them  open,  even  with  yoor 
nails !  I  will  join  you  and  teach  you  to  extirpate  tkec 
beastly  Turks.  From  that  moment  the  idea  of  Greece 
achieving  freedom  took  possession  of  my  mind.  Tte 
was  before  my  official  visit  to  Ali :  when  that  took  plaee 
and  I  saw  Greece  about  to  arise  in  strength  and  glery 
my  resolve  was  to  join  her,  if  it  could  be  done  with 
advantage  to  her  just  cause  and  honour  to  myself.  The 
talent  of  the  people  and  their  warlike  qualities  excited  mj 
admiration,  for  a  Greek  seems  bom  a  soldier,  and  has  no 
thought  but  war.  Their  vanity  and  love  of  glory  equal 
those  feelings  with  the  French :  but  the  Greeks  are  more 
like  the  Irish  than  any  other  people ;  so  like,  even  to  the 
oppression  they  suffer,  that  as  I  could  not  do  good  to  Ire- 
land the  next  pleasure  was  to  serve  men  groaning  undtf 
similar  tyranny. 

"  On  leaving  Joannina  my  mind  was  full  of  Greece,  and 
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how  to  serve  Iier,  and  my  feeling  was,  that  time,  patience, 
and  prudent  conduot,  might  so  raise  my  character  amon^t 
llie  Greeks,  tbat  they  would  call  me  to  head  their  nrmiea. 
Full  of  Buch  thoughts,  on  approaching  Arta  I  said  to  myself. 
Shall  I  succeed  or  not?  Let  ohance  decide  I  Quo  fatit 
Tocaot.  I  always  confided  in  it,  and  seeing  a  large  thistle, 
«ll  gorgeous,  prickly,  and  shooting  up  high,  said,  if  I  can 
reach  and  cut  off  that  thistle's  head  with  my  whip,  I  shall 
command  the  Greek  army  some  day ;  if  not  my  fate  is  to  jog 
on  my  own  sad  wormlike  life :  striking  at  it  then,  and  stag- 
gering my  horse  in  the  attempt,  for  it  was  far  ofi',  I  cut  it 
L-lean  down,  and  from  that  liour  have  remained  confident  of 
going  to  Greece  and  succeeding.  How  weak  is  human  na- 
ture! Why  should  this  feebng  inBuence  my  mind?  Vet 
it  has  irresistibly  done  so. 

"  From  that  period  my  efforts  were  directed  to  acquire 
gradaalty  the  confidence  of  the  Greeks,  foreseeing  it  would 
be  a  work  of  years,  but  might  with  patience  and  hope  sue- 
K'rtl.  Feeling  then  as  belonging  to  them,  I  defended  their 
liLuse  on  all  occasions,  and  published  the  pamphtei  called 

fho  War  in  Greece.'  Previous  to  this  however.  I  had 
visited  Greece  to  note  the  country  most  fitted  for  war,  and 
likely  to  be  the  scene  of  action.  Ilaving  before  seen  great 
part  of  Aihonia,  Jonnnina,  all  the  course  of  the  Thyamin 
River,  Snii,  Arta  and  Prevesa;  I  went  also  to  Patras,  Corinth, 
il-gara,  Athens,  Argos,  Nnpoli  di  Romania,  Platea,  Tbebew, 
1  ivadin.  Cberonea,  and  Themiopylic.  From  thence  up  Mount 
<£ta  and  down  to  £jaloDica.  or  Amphissa;  thence  to  Bel- 
phos,  and  so  through  the  Agrapha  Slountains  to  Lepanto. 
My  plans  wore  then  formed,  and  judging  that  the  revo- 
lution would  soon  bi-eak  out  generally  I  reached  Patras  ai 
returned  to  Corfu,  where  intelligeuce  had  already  arrived 
the  bursting  forth  of  that  event  at  Patras,  three  days  after  my 
aire  1     This  was  however  nothing  to  me :  my  task  was 

livait  long  ond  patiently,  ere  mixing  with  a  people  too 
I  to  admit  foreigners  until  misfortune  should  shew  them 
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their  ignorance.  Every  Greek  robber  ibougbt  hir 
perfect  geQeral ;  and  yet  to  me  it  nas  clear  that  good  or  bftd 
events  would  be  accidental  on  either  side,  WLorefore  I  gave 
no  heed  to  the  war  as  it  went  on,  knowing  it  mnst  go  on, 
and  details  would  not  influence  general  principles :  defeat 
would  lurk  behind  victory,  and  in  tbe  despair  rollowing  im 
overthrow  I  could  see  the  groundwork  of  aucceBs,  My  con- 
viction was  that  Greece  must  finally  be  victorious,  but  that 
her  hour  of  glory  could  not  bo  tolled  unless  foreigners  taught 
her  bow  to  war,  and  defeats  made  her  beaiki/n  to  the  stran- 
ger. In  this  mood  I  went  back  the  first  time  to  England 
and  returned. 

"  To  bo  a  Resident  tJien  became  on  object.  Feeling  able 
to  govern  an  island  better  than  those  in  power,  I  yet  would 
not  ask  for  one,  being  too  proud  and  too  angry  with  Sir 
Thomas  Maitland :  my  rank  forced  them  to  employ  me. 
Then  being  in  contact  with  cbe  Greeks  the  thistle  lloiirished ! 
I  felt  that  willi  high,  resolute,  and  honest  conduct,  popu- 
larity would  accrue  or  proof  he  given  of  my  unfitness  lo 
govern.  My  'prentice  hand  succeeded,  because  I  followed 
public  opinion,  that  irresistible  force  which  n)irroff-ininded_ 
men  attempt  to  stem,  and  fall  doing  so.  I  went  witti 
stream  but  hit  hard  blows  while  swimming  down  thtf] 
rent:  they  were  hard,  hut  always  just,  or  intended  to  i 
and  for  thegoodof  the  people,  never  for  privateobjeots.T 
for  myself,  and  the  Greeks  were  too  clever  not  to  estimate 
such  conduct  rightly.  Thus  when  Missalonghi  was  in  great 
straits  I  seized  a  Greek  gun-boat,  which  might  linve  hurt 
their  cause,  and  earnestly  a  good-hearted  EngUsh  captain  of 
a  man-of-war  begged  me  to  let  it  go.  I  would  not,  tbuugh 
very  unhappy  at  the  necessity,  until  it  was  freed  by  ordere 
from  Corfu :  fortunately  no  harm  was  done,  and  my  pleason 
was  great  to  tlilnk  my  duty  as  Resident  was  also  done  without 
hurting  my  friends.  Again  :  when  the  Suliol  nation  s 
they  were  most  rigidly  treated,  according  to  my  i 
which  were  unavoidably  severe.     Kind  and  just  howi 
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was,  though  a  little  despotic,  for  they  were  a  wild  set  of 
fine  fellows:  they  appreciated  this,  and  with  them  also  I 
was  popular,  and  with  all  the  Greeks. 

"  My  proposal  to  Ali  Pacha  was  the  second  great  plan  of 
war,  addressed  by  me  to  governing  powers,  both  rejected 
with  folly,  though  undoubtedly  calculated  for  success.     The 
other  was  made  on  my  American  expedition,  where  our 
landings  on  the  coasts  of  Maryland,  Virginia  and  Carolina, 
made  it  soon  manifest  to  me  that  we  did  no  good  to  English 
fame,  no  real  injury  to  America.     I  was  then  hut  thirty 
years  old,  but  having  seen  much  of  war  was  confident  of 
being  able  to  execute  whatever  entered  my  imagination  as 
feasible.     My  plan  was  as  follows :  may  it  yet  be  executed  ! 
Seeing  a  black  population  of  slaves  ruled  by  a  thin  popu- 
lation of  whites,  the  blacks  thinking  the  English  demi-gods 
and  their  Yankee  masters  devils,  I  said  to  the  authorities 
'  Give  me  two  hundred  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  land 
me  in  Virginia  with  only  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  of  three  black  regiments,  that  is  to  say  about  one 
hundred  persons  accustomed  to  drill  black  men.     Let  the 
ships  with  store  of  arms  lay  off  while  I  strike  into  the  woods 
with  my  drill  men,  my  own  regiment,  and  proclamations  ex- 
dting  the  blacks  to  rise  for  freedom :  forbidding  them  however 
to  commit  excesses  under  pain  of  being  given  up  or  hanged. 
The  multitude  of  blacks  who  nightly  come  to  our  ships,  and 
whom  we  drive  back  to  death  or  renewed  slavery,  shews  that 
we  can  in  a  week  assemble  a  milUon — certainly  one  hundred 
thousand  before  any  force  could  reach  us,  indeed  before  the 
American  government  can  be  aware  of  our  descent,  as  we 
shall  lie  hidden  in  the  forests  until  the  influx  of  blacks  dis- 
covers us. 

*'  All  the  blacks  can  use  arms,  and  in  twelve  hours  can  be 
organized  in  regiments  and  brigades,  each  commanded  by  an 
officer  more  experienced  than  American  mihtiamen ;  for  the 
American  regular  forces  were  then  in  the  north,  and  even 
tiiey  had  but  small  experience  at  the  time.    When  this  vast 
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mass  shall  be  collected  and  armed,  we  shall  roll  down  to 
the  coast,  and  our  large  fleet  can  pass  ns  into  the  Delaware 
country,  out  of  which  we  shall  instantly  chase  the  whole 
population.  Then,  with  half  our  fleet  in  the  Delaware  Biver, 
with  provisions  in  the  Delaware  country,  and  a  handfol  of 
com  or  rice  is  all  a  black  slave  will  want  for  that  occasion, 
we  shall  people  the  deserted  space,  set  all  the  women  and 
children  to  cultivate  the  ground,  and  with  our  enormous 
mass  of  males,  will  have  entrenched  a  position  across  the 
isthmus  in  twenty-four  hours,  for  the  fleet  will  supply 
us  with  tools,  powder,  cannon,  engineers  and  marines. 
Such  was  my  proposal,  nothing  could  have  approached 
us,  and  in  a  month  a  drilled  army  of  two  hundred  thonsand 
men,  well  appointed,  would  have  been  formed  with  one 
hundred  thousand  in  reserve,  to  supply  losses.  At  the  head 
of  that  army  I  would  have  sallied  from  our  lines  and  taken 
Washington,  while  Sir  George  Prevost  from  Canada  followed 
the  American  army,  which  must  perforce  have  retired  on  the 
first  alarm  either  to  the  Indian  country  or  to  the  south :  the 
British  force  from  Canada  could  then  have  joined  my  black 
force  at  Washington,  and  we  could  have  dictated  peace.  Had 
this  plan  been  accepted,  two  things  must  have  happened : 
we  should  have  dictated  peace,  and  abolished  slavery  in 
America ! 

"  This  proposal  was  not  even  noticed :  yet  I  heard  after- 
wards that  the  government  gave  three  reasons  against  it 
1"*.  It  would  be  a  bad  example  for  our  black  slaves  in  the 
West  Indies,  fi".  We  should  not  know  what  to  do  with  the 
million  of  blacks  liberated.  3°.  Horrible  excesses  would 
be  committed  by  the  slaves.  These  reasons  were  false  and 
foolish.  Had  we  not  in  the  West  Indies  a  force  which  effec- 
tually kept  our  own  poor  slaves  from  rising,  though  suffering 
from  our  horrible  cruelty  ?  Could  not  the  liberated  blacks 
have  been  easily  established  in  some  convenient  locality ;  on 
the  borders  of  Canada  for  example  to  ward  off  American 
invasion ;  or  have  been  sent  to  Hayti  ?     And  in  Canada 
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is  there  not  land  to  locate,  not  one  but  one  hundred  mil- 
lions ? 

"  As  to  horrors,  war  is  full  of  horrors.     No  lai^e  array 
erer  did  or  can  move  without  horrors  !     Accursed  be  they 
who  make  nnjust  war!  but  the  blocks  could  be  held  in 
more  rigid  discipline  than  our  own  troops,  and  there  was  no 
reason  U)  think  many  horrors  would  have  been  perpetrated. 
Some  I   yes  1  so  much  the  worse,  yet  on  whom  ?     Slave- 
holders !     Men  on  whom  Gods  justice  would  have  fallen, 
rongh  tlie  medium  of  the  poor  wretches  in  whom  they  had 
jed  his  laws  and  their  own  image :  they  would  havt! 
i  as  they  had  sowed  !     But  the  fact  was  that  the  dread 
joeh  a  measure  was  so  great  at  the  time,  that  the  whiles 
t  trora  those  parts  most  in  danger,  and  would  have  wholly 
Konded  on  the  first  alarm ;  numbers  of  slnves  came  to  iis, 
!  It  was,  and  not  one  instance  of  vengeance  by  tliem  did 
we  hear  of.     At  Hamplon  horrors  were  indeed  perpetrated, 
for  which   England  ought  to  blush ;    but  for  which   no 
a  was  punished  by  the  commanders.     At  that  place 
>  negroes  joined  us  and  pointed  out  the  plunder,  but  I 
■  saw  nor  heard  of  their  committing   any  atrocity. 
reasons   against   my   plan   were  those  of  ignorance. 
r  John  Warren  told  me  at  that  time,  our  government 
;   asked    him  —  if   light   frigates   drawing    little   water 
Bid  not  sail  up  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  lakes!     Is  it  lo 
i  believed  that  the  Admiralty  did  not  know  that  tlie  Falls 
FNingara  are  not  suited  for  sailing  whether  up  or  down  '. 
What  people  lo  govern  a  great  empire!     Thank  God  we 
now  have  Wellington  at  our  bead,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  he 
«ll]  take  the  road  a  man  of  his  genius  should  take." 
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Charies  Napier's  judgment  in  waiting  on  the  Greek  rero— '"'*■ 
liition  was  soon  -vindicated.  One  year  aftur  tlio  rejoction  oE^  "*' 
his  sen-ices  in  London,  the  leading  men  of  Greece  odjure^E^ 
liim  to  command  tlicir  army,  and  e^■en  to  meddle  with  tbei^  ^ 
goveramenl,  It  was  at  a  time  of  great  depression,  whcid^^ni 
Ibrahim  FacLa  was  ravaging  the  Morea  and  the  Turkishr^^li 
fleet  blockading  their  coast,  that  the  Greeks  thus  tnme<£^*^ 
towarda  him  lor  safety.  From  Mavrocordalo  and  Tricoupi»-  iis 
in  Greece,  from  Orlando  and  Luriotis  in  London,  and  fmrr  ■  ^" 
others  of  the  islands,  came  letters  saying,  that  his  CBpacil^  -*^ 
and  energy,  his  military  knowledge  and  resolution ;  and  stiLX  -^U 
more  the  nice  judgment  with  wliich  he  had  performed  hii  i*'* 
duty  to  a  neutral  government  without  losing  the  good- will o*^=^  *■ 
the  Greeks,  had  attracted  ihe  attention  of  the  Hellenes  aai»-*^ 
they  expected  their  sttlvation  ftom  him.  Greece  wished  fo  *=^  " 
and  expected  him.  Such  were  the  phrases  nsed,  and  the^^^*'^ 
were  enough  to  stimulate  a  great  spirit  to  a  rash  course  ^^* 
but  truly  he  said  of  himself,  that  a  wild  cnihnsiasm  was  nt^-^^^*' 
part  of  his  nature:  he  could  grasp  and  appreciate  all  th»*^ 
calculable  chances  of  a  great  enterprize,  and  dare  ooTtluiig  S3B 
but  he  would  uot  accept  of  any  uncertainty  capable  of  beinc^  ^^ 
solved  beforehand.  Upon  this  occasion  a  correspoudenoe 
with  his  brothers  displays  hU  views. 

"Argostoli,  September  14th. —  When  a  man's  mind  is  S 
resolved,  there  is  htlle  use  in  the  whys  and  wherefores ;  m*"J 
conditions  for  accepting  command  of  tlw  Greek  forces  w^ 
these,  and  you  are  auttiorizcd  to  act  as  agreed  upon  whez'^ 
they  are  fulhlled. 


iTe**'.]    TEKTH  EPOCH.  PERIOD  III.— CEPHALONIA.        873 

"  l".  Twelve  thousand  pounds  deposited  in  your  hands  for 
Toe,  as  Temtiueration  for  sacrificlDg  thirty  years'  service,  rank 
and  future  prospects. 

"  a".  Two  thousand  pounds,  to  be  pnid  in  the  proportion 
of  one  thousand  to  each  of  two  scientific  officers  who  have 
agreed  to  accompany  me,  and  who  are  masters  of  modem 
Greek. 

"  3°.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  or  at  least  one 
buodrud  thousand,  to  be  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr. 
Kicni'do,  for  the  exnet  payment  of  the  soldiers  during  the 
Sl^t  six  months,  or  as  loug  as  that  sum  lasts. 

"  4".  Ten  thousand  musquets,  bayonets,  pouclies  and  belts 
must  be  immediately  sent  to  Napoli  di  Romania,  each  pouch 
to  contain  sixty  rounds  of  ammunition. 

"  S".  The  twelve  thousand  pounds  for  myself  is  to  be 
considered  as  definitive,  and  precluding  any  further  demand 
on  my  part  for  pay,  allowances  or  remuneration :  for  that  I 
bind  myself  to  iho  Greek  service,  except  in  the  event  of  a 
war  with  England. 

"6".  At  least  five  hundred  Englishmen,  or  Irishmen,  or 
Scotsmen,  equipped  and  armed  hke  British  soldiers,  are  to 
be  sent  to  this  island  to  accompany  me  to  Greece. 

"  These  conditions  are  nearly  similar  to  those  before  offered 
by  me  in  reply  to  a  like  proposition  from  the  Greek  goveru- 
ment.     At  that  time  they  were  rejected,  hut  are  oBsontial. 

"September  15th.— Things  are  neorly  arranged.  The 
money  for  myself,  for  the  two  officers,  and  for  the  soldiers' 
pay,  togetlier  with  the  ten  thousand  stand  of  arms  have 
been  offered.  I  am  to  be  head  of  everything  military,  not 
even  the  government  is  to  interfere.  This  assurance  came 
\»ith  many  letters,  hy  a  confidential  agent  who  had  full  powers. 
I  am  invited  to  interfere  in  their  poHtical  arrangements  us 
my  strength  gathers,  and  even  to  take  them  all  into  my  own 
bands  when  time  is  fitting.  The  £12,000  must  be  paid  on 
my  verbal  promise,  for  if  I  am  not  to  he  trusted  on  such  a 
■Batter,  bow  can  they  trust  me  with  power  ?     It  will,  however; 
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on  this  point  be  well  to  consult  William  and  Bickersteth" — 
the  late  Lord  Langdale,  for  whose  powerful  intellect  and 
lofty  disinterested  character  he  had  the  greatest  admiration. 

"  It  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  wise  also  to  speak  openly  to  Sir 
Herbert  Taylor.  The  Horse  Guards  can  have  no  objection 
to  the  sale  of  my  commission  after  thirty-one  years'  service : 
if  they  have,  to  stick  at  such  a  loss  in  the  game  I  am  play- 
ing would  be  absurd,  for  it  is  a  dangerous  one.  However 
moderation  and  caution  go  far,  and  my  real  fear  fixes  on  the 
want  of  exertion  in  the  deputies  as  to  sending  arms,  ammu- 
nition and  money:  all  other  matters  are  but  secondary. 
Their  politics  I  will  not  mix  in,  my  business  shall  be  the 
single  act  of  beating  the  Turks.  No  temptation,  no  flattery 
shall  draw  me  into  their  politics :  a  man  may  do  that  when 
he  has  a  formed  army,  but  not  when  he  has  to  create  one  in 
face  of  an  enemy. 

"  Many  gendemen  of  these  islands  are,  it  is  told  me, 
resolved  to  go  under  my  command,  and  to  them  shall  be  left 
the  care  of  supporting  me  with  the  government ;  they  are 
all  persons  of  influence  and  good  character,  who  were  op- 
pressed by  Maitland  for  their  interference  in  the  Greek 
cause.  The  whole  of  the  Capitani,  Colocotroni  included, 
have  joined  in  the  invitation  to  me,  avowing  a  readiness  to 
serve  under  me.  Lying  villains !  It  will  be  horrid  to  flatter 
these  men,  yet  one  cannot  affront  force  without  force :  how- 
ever a  civil  manner,  with  honest  conduct,  makes  so  many 
friends  that  villains  are  more  easily  baffled  than  people 
think.  If  this  matter  cannot  be  managed  my  failure  is  cer- 
tain ;  but  my  conviction  is  that  it  can,  or  I  would  not  go. 
As  to  the  money  for  myself,  accept  no  promises :  no  Greek 
ever  tells  truth.  But  the  Greek  deputies  must  be  made  to 
understand  the  necessity  of  my  being  accompanied  by  a 
strong  force  of  foreign  bayonets ;  they  are  the  only  argu- 
ments that  will  be  heard  in  a  country  torn  by  national 
dissensions,  and  oppressed  by  a  cruel  enemy. 

"  November  4th. — A  proclamation  has  just  come  out  from 
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e  English  goveniment  Torbidding  us  to  take  part  with  the 
:  this  does  not  ularm  me,  but  iS  it  stops  the  Greek 
1  il  will  Btop  (he  money  necessary  for  my  ulterior  opera- 
nts, and  my  bargain  must  not  he  struck.     If  tlio  lonn  goes 
on  and  the  money  is  forthcoming,  I  have  no  fear  for  the 
ultimate  result.     If  Napoli   di  Romania  fulls   the   Greek 
game  is  indeed  over,  and  Mlssoloogbi  can  scarcely  last  long ; 
but  »11  is  well  while  Napoh  holds  out,  and  a  loan  can  he 
reised ;  the  proclamation  will  not  stop  me  then ;  but  it  has 
made  the  Greeks  indisposed  as  they  expect  England  to  go 
further  against  them.     Ibrahim  Pacha  gave  quarter  at  first 
to  women  and  children,  who  were  saleable :  now  ho  destroys 
ftU,  and  means  to  put  an  Amb  population  in  the  Moreu. 
If  the  money  for  myself  is  paid,  and  the  pmclamation  stops 
Uie  loan  and  supply  of  arms  and  troops,  and  that  I  am  actually 
^BMR  of  the  army,  I  nm  clearly  entitled  to  keep  that  sum 
^^Bnording  to  my  express  condition;  but  not  being  inclined 
^^Btna  to  deprive  the  Greeks  of  that  money,  if  they  can  sup- 
^^H^  the  arms  and  money  for  the  troops,  go  I  will ;  not  other- 
^^■ne,  for  unless  what  can  bo  done,  and  what  cannot  he  done 
^^^  clearly  before  me,  no  stiiring  for  me :  I  will  not  run  after 
impossibilities.     But   again :   if  the   money  and   arms   do 
urive,  my  knowledge  of  the  actual  state  of  Greece  enables 
a  lo  say  tliere  is  good  ground  for  heheving  we  shall  free 
I  Morea,  and   more:    the  supphos   must   however  come 
(an  Napoli  falls.     If  my  commission  is  sold,  tell  Orlando 
•  send  me  everything  he  can  of  money,  that  it  may  not  be 
undered  on  the  Greek  fleet,  which  cannot  get   Ibrahim 
,  though  it  might  have  prevented  his  getting  in." 
t  Hero   ceased   the  negotiation.     The  Greek   government 
8  worked  upon  by  the  members  of  the  Greek  loan  com- 
Be,  principally  Mr.  E.  Ellico  and  Mr.  Hume,  men  well 
qusUfied  to  mar  any  military  enlerprize :  by  tliem  the  Greek 
Rovemment  was  compelled  to  apply  the  money  wanted  for  an 
inny  under  Napier,  to  establish  a  fleet  under  Lord  Cochrnno, 
*hic!i,  as  foretold  by  the  former,  could  do  nothing  effectual 
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even  under  so  justly  renowned  a  commBnder.  This  vastefiil 
mismanagement  would  probably  have  ruined  the  cause,  if 
tiie  European  powers  had  not  patched  it  up  by  that  aboitioii 
called  the  kingdom  of  Greece.  Yet  the  Greeks  themselves 
would  not  resign  the  general  of  their  choice,  and  still 
oflered  him  pereoual  romuneration  in  larger  measure  than 
before.  But  to  degrade  himself  to  a  hireling  adveninrer 
was  not  in  his  thoughts.  To  rescue  a  brave  and  not*d  race 
from  misery  was  his  ambition  ;  not  for  glury,  but  from  bene- 
ficence and  ft  feeling  of  atreugth  to  accomplish  that  noble 
object.  Being  now  foiled  in  that,  he  turned  his  attention 
euiirely  to  the  public  affiurs  of  the  islands,  and  puding 
Adam  was  projecdng  a  loan  on  false  principles  offered  a 
memoir,  some  extracts  from  which  will  indicate  the  extent  of 
his  studies  in  that  branch  of  government. 

"  Memoir. — Bacon  in  his  essay  on  Colonies  says.  "  Speedy 
prosperity  is  not  to  be  neglected,  so  far  as  it  may  stand  nith 
the  good  of  the  planlatiou,  but  no  further.'  lu  this  view  all 
money,  above  a  small  sum  retained  iu  tbe  treasury  to  meet 
untbreseen  expences,  should  be  employed:  but  to  borrow 
money  for  increase  of  production  when  a  large  sum  exists 
in  the  treasury  seems  absurd.  The  progress  of  improve- 
ment should  be  steady,  and  vigorous;  all  projeots  sliuuld 
repay  expences,  and  follow,  not  precede,  public  wants. 
Improvements  should  be  gradual,  when  forced  tliey  4 
too  much  and  generally  fail.  The  exertions  of  a  state  11 
an  energetic  administration  with  good  managemenl 
natural ;  those  stimulated  by  foreign  loans  are  i 
aud  detrimental.  The  continental  Greeks  borrowed  nid 
but  if  tbey  did  not  do  so  tliey  would  suffer  more  from 
Turks :  it  is  a  choice  of  evils.  With  llie  Ionian  IsloaJl 
will  he  a  choice  between  good  and  ovil ;  the  good  bei 
nnincumberod  re^'enue  and  large  surplus,  the  evil  a  I 
It  may  be  said,  all  this  will  by  a  loan  be  obla 
three  instead  of  len  years:  not  so.  Forced  improve 
outetrip  vaiils.    Men  ue  asloBiabed  m  »oiu 
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trae  tbem  as  they  ought.  Improvements  which  follow  wnnts 
are  blessings,  those  which  aro  forced  becomes  whims  nnd 
mischievous.  Craftsmen  ure  required  ia  great  numbers,  and 
must  be  brought  from  a  distance,  or  taken  from  private  em- 
ployers, in  either  case  distressing  the  country  by  extra  cost, 
and  eventually  by  starving  artizans :  it  is  better  to  do  well 
than  much,  and  very  difficult  to  do  both," 

Sir  F.  Adam  rejected  this  advice,  but  hia  extravagance 
was  so  known  that  capitalists  would  not  lend.  Indeed  his 
object  was  only  to  minister  to  pomp,  and  the  building 
palaces,  of  which  he  had  three  in  Corfu :  one  of  them  was 
aHerwyds  appropriated  for  a  lunatic  asylum  hut  was  found 
iucynvenient,  which  drew  from  the  Cephaloniau  Resident  this 
biting  sarcasm,  that  it  was  not  constructed  for  so  many  ! 

Vexation  from  another  quarter  was  at  hand.  The  Duke 
of  York's  ill-will  towards  Charles  Napier  was  always  ap- 
parent. It  had  been  evinced  by  tardiness  of  promotion, 
rough  re-jection  of  well-founded  claims,  and  llie  withholding 
of  honours,  and  now  was  displayed  with  broad  injustice  in 
the  following  manner.  In  Cephalonia  the  Dlst  Regiment  was 
gartered  under  Lieutenant- Colonel  Rice,  an  officer  who  in 

Ml  long  course  of  service  had  foiled  to  convince  any  person 
Ipt  himself  that  ho  was  a  soldier.  Garrison  duty  was  then 
a  tBorons  for  the  field  officers,  and  to  relieve  them,  an  order 
of  Charles  Napier's  predecessor,  which  had  been  approved 
of  by  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  and  again  by  Sir  F.  Adam,  was 
wviTed.  It  was  iii  strict  accordance  with  the  customs  of 
the  service,  namely,  to  place  some  captains  on  to  the  field 
olficflrs'  roister.  Colonel  Kico  called  it  a  degrading  of  the 
field  officers  to  the  captain's  roister,  and  with  a  false  pretence 
BJDed  leave  from  the  Resident  to  communicate  with  higher 
lliority  on  the  subject.  Under  this  mask  he  forwarded 
1  against  Colonel  Nnpier,  both  to  Sir  F.  Adam  and 
llio  Duke  of  York,  foully  misrepresenting  the  matter,  and 
niisstaung  facts:  the  whole  in  violation  of  the  regulations. 
The  duke  had  often  before  driven  officers  from  the  army 
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for  Buch  a  bre«ch  of  discipline ;  but  here,  adopliog  ■without 
inquiry  both  the  misstatement  nnd  inferences  of  ColontJ 
Eice,  he  immediately  directed  llie  lord  high  commissioner 
to  convey  his  "  serious  animiidverBions  and  censure  upon 
Colonel  Niipier  for  having  tiilten  upon  himself  to  intro- 
duce innovations  into  the  British  army,  confounding  raulcs 
and  degrading  authority  on  which  disciphne  depended ! "  Sir 
Frederick  Adam,  astounded  at  such  a  grandiloquent  confusion 
of  ideas  njid  facts,  answered,  that  if  blame  was  merited  he 
was  responaihlo,  having  approved  of  the  act.  which  was  in 
aecord  with  the  practice  of  all  garrisons,  and  was  in  fact  an 
elevation  of  tho  captains,  not  a  degradation  of  the  field  ufficers. 
Colonel  Napier  also,  shewed  at  length,  in  an  otficial  letter. 
how  falsely  Colonel  Bice  had  staled  tlie  matter ;  how  be  bad 
broken  the  regulations  by  his  complaint,  and  how  unfounded 
was  the  charge  of  innovation,  seeing  that,  on  an  emergency, 
nothing  had  been  done  but  reviving  an  order  of  his  prede- 
cessor, witli  the  knowledge  of  and  approval  of  the  lord  high 
commissioner.  All  this  availed  not.  With  a  pervere 
of  authority  truly  royal,  the  duke  reiterated  the  faet^ 
stated  by  Rice,  and  still  assuming  their  tmth, 
solemnly  denied  by  Adam  and  Napier,  expressed  his  I 
that  the  former  had  conveyed  his  high  displeasure,  imme- 
diately on  receipt  of  the  first  communication —  "  vHthont 
wailing  for  the  explanation  whicli  Colonel  Napier  was 
ready  to  afford ! "     Royal  Rhadamnntbus ! 

The  all'nir  was  terminated  by  a  direct  comniaQd  that 
Colonel  Napier  was  immediately  to  rescind  and  annul  his 
innovating  garrison  order.  Upon  which  he  simply  ru- 
marked  that  he  could  neither  rescind  nor  annul  what  never 
existed;  and  that  if  the  secretary  to  hia  royal  highness 
would  only  name  the  order  meant,  Colonel  Napier's  dream 
that  there  was  no  such  thing,  would  end.  But  not  content 
with  this,  his  royal  highness  soon  seized  another  occa- 
sion for  insult:  this  time  to  protect  moral  turpitude  and 
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^^messed  lo  the  Resident  by  some  Cephflloninns  with  a  demniid 
fur  his  interference,  furnislteU  llie  oceiisioD. 

"  A  poor  girl  only  tliirteon  years  old,  orplian  ns  to  a 
motber.  her  father  miserable  and  wandering  to  obl:ain  siib- 
sistence,  was  by  tliis  father,  in  hope  to  gain  something  by 
his  child's  services,  allowed  to  enter  the  family  of  Captain 

,  Slst  Eeffiment.     Instead  of  being  employed  in  his 

bouse,  she  was  insidiously  passed  into  tlie  service  of  D 

of  the  same  regiment,  who  bad  asked  for  her,  and  taking 
adTDDtiige  of  her  tender  age  debauched  her.  After  retaining 
her  for  fifteen  days,  he  removed  her  to  a  room  in  the  bouse 
of  a  nomiin  be  had  taken  into  his  flflections :  then  giving  the 
girl  sixteen  dollars  and  some  clothes  he  abandoned  her  in 
such  a  slate  that  she  fell  into  total  perdition." 

The  accused  officers,  far  from  denying  the  facts,  sought 
only  to  palliate  tlieir  offence  and  evade  public  exposure,  by 
charging  this  girl  of  thirteen  with  levity,  and  extravagant 
expenditure  of  the  dollars  and  clothes  given  to  her  by  tha 
H^Khioer!  Charles  Napier  however,  convinced  by  evidence  that 
^Hh  case  was  even  worse  than  represented  in  the  complaint, 
K^t  the  offenders  in  arrest  and  applied  for  a  court-martial. 
Sir  F.  Adam,  thinking  it  difficult  to  frame  a  charge  nnder  the 
articles  of  war,  refen'ed  the  matter  to  his  royal  highness  as 
one  calling  for  a  summaiy  exercise  of  power.  Far  from  ac- 
ceding to  this,  the  duke,  with  a  laboured  sophistry,  evincing 
throughout  a  consciousness  of  wrong  and  a  secret  motive, 
not  only  exonerated  the  accused  of  having  committed  any 
"ffence,  hut  spoke  of  them  as  injnred  persons!  '11 1 en  for- 
bidding any  reply,  reproved  in  the  severest  terms  bnih  Sir 
tdenok  and  Colonel  Napier  for  having  interfered,  and 
,  that  his  animadversions  should  he  publicly  road 
}  head  of  every  regiment  in  every  island ! 
mhahly  his  royal  highness's  own  anlecedenta  in  such 
^airs  of  gallantry  made  him  reluctant  to  throw  stones; 
Mid  the  tacit  rebuke  which  hia  previous  unjust  partiality 
liBil  sustained  from  the  unanswerable  explanation  about  Rico, 
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suggested  tlio  prudence  of  proliibitiag   any  Ttflj  on  'ij^^l 
present  occasion.     But  the  reariing  of  liie  reprimand  at  the 
head  of  every  regiment  in  every  island,  could   only  have 
personal   ill-will  for  motive,  and  a  more  flagrant  display 
of  hostility,  a.  more  open  protection  of  immorality  could 
scarcely  be  niiide.     So  it  was  regarded  by  the  community. 
An   officer,  writing  from  Zanto   after   hearing   the   public 
reading,  with  concise  power  thus   spoke  the  geuentl  4^^| 
ing.     "  All  I  have  to  say,  is  that  I  know  not  what  to  ^^H 
What  is  to  become  of  us?     Aro  we  to  be  gentlemea^^l 
not  ?  " 

Charles  Napier's  notice  of  the  matter  was  thus  endorsed 
on  the  duke's  letter.  "  His  royal  highnessB  view  is  ao  pre- 
judioed  as  scarcely  to  be  worth  an  answer,  were  t  permitted 
to  make  one ;  but  I  could  do  so  most  fully,  and  to  the  in- 
famy of  the  men  he  protects."  Now  turning  from  this 
revolting  display  of  power  protecting  vice,  the  insulted 
man's  correspondence  shall  bo  resumed.  It  recommences 
in  1820.  His  first  emotion  was  to  throw  up  his  comm 
and  appeal  to  the  pubhc;  but  void  of  self- reproach d 
spirit  soon  recovered  buoyancy,  disdaining  the  wroagifl 
"January  1st. — A  happy  new  year  to  you  beloved  moP 
ail  happiness  to  you,  I  cannot  let  the  day  pass  witlioufrj 
iug  you  how  much  I  love  you.  I  am  much  pleas 
having  made  a  garden  in  a  convent,  six  miles  fk>rs] 
capital,  with  a  view  to  teach  the  peasants  how  to  , 
Being  director  of  all  convents,  I  took  from  the  lai 
much  as  would  pay  a  soldier  gardener,  and  a  Greek  lad,  vm 
the  soldier  la  to  teach :  this  boy  is  so  eager  that  he  has  a 
part  for  himself  which  the  soldier  is  not  tu  touch.  The 
vegetables  are  given  away,  not  sold,  and  spare  seeds  also:  all 
the  nuns  are  becoming  gardeners,  earnestly  watching  the  pro- 
gress of  the  soldier,  who  by  the  way  is  a  very  handsome 
young  man.  Whether  they  are  attracted  by  beans  or  beauty 
is  not  known,  but  it  is  supposed  by  beans,  as  the  ladies 
average  about  utnety  yeaxa  aaush.     Xil«  <«B>^  JidW^ilplto   ' 
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nre  alrendy  beginning  to  make  gardens  nnd  useful  know- 
ledge is  ibuB  pknted. 

"  February  I4th. — My  wit  for  torttiriDg  ia  a  pretty  one, 
and  jiiat  now  bent  to  practise  on  a  gentleman  of  the  island : 
but  unfortunately  it  cannot  be  indulged  because  lie  is  un- 
kuown ;  he  fastened  a  kettle  to  my  poor  dog's  tail  with 
wire,  vliicb  has  torn  the  fiesh  off  logs  and  tail,  and  he  is  io 
SQch  a  state  we  fear  madness,  for  lie  is  very  queer.  Were 
bis  tormeiiior  and  I  in  a  wilderness,  and  he  the  weakest,  he 
shonld  wish  all  kettles,  oil  wires,  nay !  all  tinmen  and  tinkers 
and  dogs  at  the  devil.  Is  it  not  horrible  to  torment  such 
Auimals  as  dogs  and  horses,  or  any  animal,  for  no  reason 

It  the  beastly  one  of  giving  pain  ?  Jack  it  must  be  owned 

B  iUe-iferous;  but  only  to  people  who  came  to  his  house 
I,  as  he  thought,  malevolent  designs  :  bad  they  simn  him 
race  it  might  have  been  excused.     To  talk  of  plensanter 

ings — yet  Jack's  mishap  will  intrude, — my  ropds  begin 
fctsll.     Seventy  miles  are  fit  for  riding,  and  twenty  for 

ptiages:  and  there  are  such  benutiful  mileslones  that  tlie 
9  stop  to  admire  them,  and  donkeys  gaze  with  wonder- 

"  Ntfw  for  a  Greek  story.  Having  built  a  very  high  wall, 
in  some  fear  of  its  falling,  my  doubts  were  made 
D  to  the  Greek  mason,  who  very  gravely  answered  thus. 
ijccelleuza  di  God  he  tomble  down  out  of  di  heaven,  be- 
cause mi  no  understand  what  keep  him  dere :  but  diit  wall 
ha  never  lombel  down.  What  a  good  mason  this  fellow- 
would  have  been  at  the  building  of  Babel ! 

"  The  fail  of  MissaloDgbi  has  been  a  sad  affair :  glorious 
but  terrible.  The  fighting  men,  numbering  eighteen  hun- 
dred, cut  tlieir  way  out ;  the  old,  the  sick,  the  women  and 
children  were  self-destroyed  to  ovoid  worse !  Poor  people ! 
Tke  Greeks  have  now  but  Io  put  all  into  the  bunds  of 
Fabvier,  a  French  officer  of  name,  and  so  far  as  I  trace  his 
Rundiict  M  man  of  talent :  he  has  made  mistakes,  but  appu- 
^^Batly  not  his  own,  he  is  not  master.     Mj  best  has  been 
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done  here  to  persuade  the  Greeks  to  throw  all  into  his  hands. 
Napoli  di  Bomania  will  now  be  besieged :  but  a  firiend  of 
the  Greeks" — himself,  ''  has  convinced  them  of  the  import- 
ance of  Napoli  de  Malvasia,  and  they  have  at  last  provi- 
sioned it,  but  only  for  six  months :  that  will  do  if  they  keep 
the  sea,  and  that  the  Maniotes  are  staunch,  but  Colocotroni 
is  now  commander  in  chief  which  augurs  badly." 

The  horrible  storming  of  Missalonghi  was  thus  described 
by  one  of  the  survivors. 

*'  On  the  night  of  Saturday,  22nd  April,  I  escaped  from 
Missalonghi  with  seven  others.  In  the  town,  for  seventeen 
days  we  had  lived  on  the  carcases  of  horses,  cats  and  rats,  and 
those  being  finished  we  ate  sea-weed,  and  roots  picked  up  on 
the  beach.  These  failed  also,  and  after  remaining  four  days 
without  food  we  resolved  on  a  sortie  in  four  columns,  each  to 
sally  in  a  different  direction,  having  the  aged,  the  women  and 
children,  in  the  centre.  At  9  p.m.  four  hundred  of  us  rushed 
out  against  a  Turkish  battery,  but  were  instantly  cut  to  pieces. 
One  hundred  remained,  who  took  to  the  mountains,  pursued 
by  the  Turkish  cavalry,  and  I  know  not  if  they  escaped. 
General  Tzavella,  seeing  this  disaster  would  not  let  the  other 
columns  follow,  ordering  them  to  remain  and  perish  in  Missa- 
longhi. At  II  P.M.,  the  same  night,  the  Turks  in  mass  made 
an  irruption  from  the  battery,  entered  the  town,  set  fire  to 
all  the  wooden  houses,  and  massacred  all  the  women  and 
children  they  met  with.  The  armed  Greeks  betook  them- 
selves to  their  fortified  houses  and  batteries,  but  after  two 
hours'  fighting  left  the  batteries  for  the  fortified  houses ;  they 
were  fifty  in  number  and  supplied  with  ammunition.  Find- 
ing themselves  in  danger  of  being  taken  prisoners  they  fired 
tlie  houses  and  were  all  burned  or  buried  beneath  the  ruins. 
In  the  fortified  mills  were  a  hundred  and  fifty  men  who 
defended  themselves  the  whole  of  Sunday,  but  at  length, 
worn  out,  fired  their  ammunition  and  all  blown  up.  The 
infirm,  the  women  and  children,  had  gathered  in  one  place 
and  fought  for  several  hours  but  finally  blowed  themselves 
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up,  sharing  the  fate  of  their  heroic  companions.  Such  is 
the  sad  story  of  Missalonghi's  fall." 

Charles  Napier  now  begun  a  settlemcDt  of  Maltese  agri- 
culturists at  Pronos,  a  -wild  neglected  yet  fertile  district; 
designing  thereby  not  only  to  reclaim  it  but  to  introduce 
better  husbandry  into  Gephalonia.  It  was  a  favourite  pro- 
ject and  well  calculated  for  good,  but  he  was  instantly 
opposed  and  thwarted  by  intrigues,  the  movers  of  which 
he  could  not  discover.  Old  decrepid  men  and  trouble- 
some characters  were  sent,  instead  of  skilled  labourers,  and 
soon  became  wandering  beggars.  But  to  drive  him  from 
a  well-considered  plan  was  not  easy.  He  renewed  his  efforts, 
planted  his  colony,  and  placing  an  active  skilled  young 
Englishman,  or  rather  Australian,  Mr.  £.  Curling,  at  the 
head,  soon  brought  the  farming  to  a  state  of  prosperity.  It 
spread  a  knowledge  of  cultivation,  excited  the  shrewd  imita- 
tive Greeks,  and  was  moreover  beginning  to  return  a  profit 
to  government,  when  Sir  Frederick  Adam,  jealous  himself 
and  surrounded  by  jealous  and  envious  men,  stamped  it  out 
This  happened  however  at  a  later  date. 

No  other  events  of  note  occurred  during  the  summer, 
but  many  influential  continental  Greeks,  and  men  of  the 
*  Archipelago;  and  some  celebrated  persons,  such  as  Captain 
Hamilton  of  the  Cambrian,  Mr.  Gordon,  Trelawney,  and 
others,  kept  the  Cephalonian  Resident  fully  informed  of  the 
progress  of  Greek  freedom :  all  regrettiug  the  loss  of  his 
services  to  the  cause.  Some  would  have  had  him  relinquish 
his  terms ;  but  he  would  not,  remaining  intent  on  his  own 
government  until  a  dreadful  calamity  bowed  him  to  the  dust. 
On  the  20ih  of  August  his  mother  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one.  The  tenor  of  his  long  correspondence  must  speak  for 
the  depth  of  his  affiction ;  no  journals  or  letters  describing 
his  feelings  exist ;  his  grief  was  silent.  This  event  brought 
him  once  more  to  England,  where  he  remained  for  several 
months,  sorrowing  in  secret,  yet  presenting  his  usual  firm 
firont  to  adversity. 
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In  April  1827  ha  married  a  widow,  much  older  than 
self,  but  to  whom  bo  was  strongly  attached,  nud  iu  July  Iw 
returned  with  her  to  Cephalania,  from  whence  his  family 
oorrespouttencB  was  renewed,  chiefly  with  Ms  sisters :  the 
first  was  however  written  in  England. 

"April  1H27. — It  pleases  me  dear  Looisa  to  bear  that 
your  friend  Mr.  Robinson,  {Lord  Ripon,)  is  to  be  our  master: 
yet  Lord  Bathurst  was  a  good  one,  of  whom  we  had  notk^| 
to  complain,  for  lie  took  a  fair  view,  imd  a  libera]  one  of  ^H 
small  affairs.  Personally  this  change  aJTecls  me  not,  l^| 
through  the  lord  high  commissioner;  but  who  he  is,  mi 
what  be  is,  makes  all  to  me,  and  two  good  fellows  like  Adam 
and  Robinson,  are  not  likely  to  full  out." 

His  natural  sagacity  was  here  at  fault,  as  indeed  it  often 
was,  as  to  men,  through  life,  being  blunted  by  his  natural 
goodness  and  generous  temper:  always  he  accepted  them 
as  worthy,  and  even  amplified  their  supposed  merits  in  his 
own  mind,  until  bad  actions  aroused  his  suspicions ;  and 
even  then,  slowly  and  reluctantly  he  reaigned  favourable 
sentiments.  These  "  two  good  fellows"  did  not  indeed  iall 
out,  but  will  be  found  bereatler,  conjointly  and  separately 
his  bitter  enomies,  treating  him  at  the  most  impi 
periods  of  his  life  with  inexpressible  injustice.  His 
thus  continues. 

"  The  whole  country  seems  wild  about  Canning' 
popularity  is  something  wonderful ;  and  when  tlie  king  and 
the  people  join  who  is  to  shako  him  ?  Why  is  he  such  a 
great  man  all  of  a  sudden?  In  the  city,  amongst  Ui« 
counting-houses,  nothing  but  Canning!  Canning!  would 
they  cry.  One  man  who  directs  several  steam  and  gaa 
companies,  assured  me  that  Canning  won  all  the  bt 
in  the  Peninsula :  the  utmost  grace  to  ho  obtuioed  fc 
Duke  of  Welhngton  was,  that  lie  was  present  at 
them,  and  did  not  always  run  away.  Well,  my  hope 
have  him  back  at  tlje  head  of  the  army." 

In   Cephalonia  he   found   Paul    Cuonaporto 
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Luoien,  seeking  to  join  the  Greeka:  be  liked  him  much, 
and  gave  him  an  earnest  recommendation  to  Lord  Cochrane, 
who  was  tlien  admiral  of  the  Greek  fleet.  "  He  is,"  he 
said,  "  tlie  Bon  of  a  man  who  refused  sovereignty  altogether, 
uiien   most  of  the   great  crowns  of  Europe  were  in  hia 


"  September  24th. — Your  eloquent  men  dear  Louisa,  are 
col  fit  for  ministers ;  and  the  duke's  return  as  commander  in 
i^hief  is  delightful.  My  agricultural  colony  goes  on  benuti- 
fally,  and  my  table  is  furnished  with  vegetables  from  a  tract 
oTcoontry  which,  ten  months  ago,  wae  a  barren  nninbabiled 
vute.  I  feel  proud  of  this  colony;  it  is  being  of  use  to 
our  kind  to  have  taken  three  hundred  starving  people,  fed 
them,  and  made  them  turn  a  desert  into  a  garden.  The 
p«ople  here  have  had  a  bust  of  me  made,  and  say  it  is  very 
like.  This  is  agreeable,  but  we  always  sit  beside  sorrow. 
My  wife  has  had  a  dreadful  overturn.  I  try  not  to  think 
of  it.  Bacon  is  right.  A  man  is  more  fit  for  public  life 
without  wife  or  child.  Yet  when  death  comes  there  is 
perhaps  more  comfort  in  love  than  glory.  Poor  old  Blanco 
died  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  dropped  suddenly." 

His  private  note-hook  recommenced  at  this  lime. 

"  Note-book. — I  have  been  irregular  as  to  journals  all  • 
niy  life.  On  most  of  my  campaigns  they  were  kept,  but 
some  are  lost,  and  unless  something  spurs  idleness  prevails : 
every  one  cannot,  like  Mr.  Pepys.  put  down  their  doses  of 
Iibyeic  and  efl'ecta;  nor  what  one's  wife  wore  each  day:  a 
'lull  day,  and  most  of  mine  are  so,  needs  no  register  of 
I  -  mouoiony;  wherefore  my  recollections  shall  be  only  set 
I  i*Q  here  according  to  my  humour,  hut  I  have  had  many 
"cidents  and  odd  adventures. 

"  niien  a  boy  at  Limerick  a  rascal  half  persuaded  me 
'"  be  a  methodist:  hut  he  soon  betrayed  the  aecrels  of  his 
principles.  Soon  afterwards  he  was  detected  cheating  the 
public,  and  tamed  out  of  the  custom-house.  What  an 
•Mnfiemble  rogue  to  have  been  too  bad  even  for  the  Limerick 
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uostoms!  I  remember  nothing  good  bat  tlie  pigs  and 
gloves ;  and  nothiog  plensftot  but  tbe  woiueti,  wbo  were 
quite  delightful,  and  as  wicked  as  ibey  were  prelty :  or  as 
women  could  wish  to  be.  Well,  time  gives  broad  hints, 
though  I  never  take  them.  The  old  bore  however  goes 
CD,  and  on,  and  on.  and  blow  after  blow  fails  thicker  and 
heavier  and  closer.  We  begin  life  thinking  whom  time  hits, 
hat  I  am  come  to  the  age  in  which  we  look  for  whon  fae_ 
misses  !  After  all  it  is  a  glorious  ritce  between  eight  hai 
dred  millions  of  people,  all  trying  to  lose  1  This  leads  I 
religion. 

"  Everj'  man  thinks  of  iliia  subject,  because  erary  i 
knows  he  must  die,  and  he  is  more  reflective  : 
approaches  his  end.  Many  people  harp  on  the  Qi 
of  fixed  priooiples.  For  moral  conduct  Yes  I  Do 
would  be  done  by:  but  for  religion — Jusus  of  Mazorvdir 
the  thing  ia  impossible  !  Who  that  ever  inquired  can  bai 
fixed  principles  ?  They  require  proof,  and  that  we  haw 
not  for,  or  against  any  religion— sect  I  should  say. 
"  None  are  so  dull,  but  that  they  might,  if  wiiUng,  a 
stand  why  their  neighbour  cannot  believe  as  they  dn.  Th^^-* 
greatest  fool  may  find  truth  if  be  seeks  it,  and  thus  be  con—  -^ 
\-inced  that  no  man's  religion  ia  wrong  who  honestly  practise^^^ 
what  he  professes,  and  does  not  endanger  society,  Judg^^*^ 
not  lest  ye  be  judged.  Let  the  orthodox  man  faeliuvs  tieEJ*"- 
dogmas,  they  may  be  right;  but  let  me  have  mine  withouV  -^' 
Smith^eld  fires.  Your  fixed  principles  people  will  not  b^^^ 
content  with  this;  principles  ore  not  fixed  auless  tltey  or^^^ 
their  principles.  But  there  are  no  such  things  as  Sxe<^^^ 
principles ',  these  people  mean  taxed  feelings  or  coDvictioDB  * 
nothing  can  be  fixed  without  proof.  It  is  a  fixed  priacipl^^* 
tliat  tlie  square  of  the  hypotheuuse  is  equal  to  llie  fiqnari>=^^=* 
of  the  other  two'sides  of  a  right  angle  triangle;  but  tob^^^ 
on  a  horse  is  not  so,  it  is  only  a  fixed  deling  that  he  wi^V 
win.  I  believe  in  a  Creator  because  we  ore  created,  and  th^^** 
He  enters  into  sU  our  titoughts  and  actions.     1  btilieve  lu       * 
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ftitore  slate,  but  do  not  presume  to  judge  what  tlmt  Btnte 
wiU  be.  I  do  not,  so  far  as  my  present  judgment  leads  me, 
believe  that  Cbrist  was  God,  for  many  reasons :  two  will 
suffice.  First.  Believing  in  a  future  state,  and  in  a  great 
snd  merciful  God,  the  tenets  of  Chriat  are  for  me  true, 
without  thinking  God  took  man's  form  to  teach  iheui.  God 
has  Himself  given  me  self- conviction  of  a  future  state  by 
MiDple  means :  and  if  to  me,  so  to  others.  Second.  If 
Christ  was  man,  I  can  as  man  follow  his  preoepts  and 
example,  for  what  man  hee  done  man  may  do.  But  if 
Cbrist  were  God  I  am  hopeless  to  imitate,  and  tlius  cover 
my  frailty — God  could  retiiet  passions.  I  cannot.  In  this 
view  I  find  myself  travelling  side  by  side  with  the  ortliodox 
magnate  of  Canterbury  on  the  road  to  heaven  ;  only  meet- 
ing here  and  there  a  stile  which  he  gets  over  one  way 
and  I  another.  We  differ  greatly  though  on  one  point ; 
,  be  would  bum  me  for  getting  over  differently  from  him, 
J  I  would  not  even  say  he  was  wrong :  but  tluis 
irelUng.  in  trying  to  get  out  of  the  archbishop's  way 
lloune  Against  a  stiff-necked  atheist,   who   thus  occostH 

^  So  you  believe  in  God  and  a  future  state  ?     Yes !  wor- 
Iplbl.  or  rather  n  on -worshipful  srir.   Von  soldiers  are  queer 
fellows.     You  ain't  afraid  of  a  cannon-ball,  yet  quaver  be- 
fore a  parson.     Beg  pardon  atheistship — am,  and  ever  was 
H  ■Wfy  much  afraid  of  a  cannon-ball,  and  never  feared  a  par- 
Htep,  except  when  expecting  long  sermons  in  n  cold  church. 
^^^■sn  give  me  proof  that  your  creed  is  true.      No  friend, 
^K«n  not  able.    My  faith  is  made  up  from  feeling,  the  result 
^^B  accidents,  reHections,  dangers,  joys,  a  hotch-potch   of 
^VWB^,  many  of  which  I  can't  remember,  but  they  have 
^^^ptodnced  decided  results  in  my  bosom.     I  will  even  own 
tbut  for  me  there  is  no  proof  of  a  future  slate  to  oppose  to 
?our  reason:  you  would  lay  me  prostrate.     But  I  have  a 
Iteart  as  well  as  a  head,  and  may  surely  cultivate  one  as  well 
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as  tlie  otlier.     Let  me  now  ask  you  some  questions, 
answers  will  sliew  von  my  meaoiug. 

"  Ask. 

"  HftTO  you  a  child  ?  Tea.  So  'liave  I.  Let  us 
suppose  my  child  more  useful  to  socioty  than  yours,  nliicli 
we  will  call  a  very  mischievous  creature;  but  you  love  it, 
aud  it  is  a  good  child  to  you.  Suppose  oue  must  die,  and 
you  bad  to  decide  which :  you  would  grieve,  but  would  kill 
mine  ?  Yes,  colonel.  But  that  would  be  against  reasoD, 
mine  being  of  most  use.  I  love  mine  best.  Exactly  so, 
but  tliat  is  feeling,  not  renson.  If  your  child  died  would 
you  not  be  more  sorrj'  than  if  mine  died  ?  Tes.  Feeling 
again.  An  impartial  person  would  regret  mine  most  as 
being  tlie  best.  For  eliildren  substitute  religion,  and  ea; 
mine  is  the  worst,  the  most  offensive  to  all  persons  hut 
myself;  still  it  is  a  help  and  corafori  to  me ;  a  thousaad 
ii'ifles,  a  thousand  feelings  make  it  all  in  all  to  me :  youi 
reasoning  may  be  stronger  than  mine,  but  feeling  dv«- 
rules !  My  child  is  good  to  nae,  and  as  yours  cannot 
supply  its  place,  a  higher  reason  says,  Keep  that  wbich  gives 
j-ou  comfort." 

"March  1828.— Wliat  have  I  done  for  CepLalonia  in 
return  for  the  four  dolhirs  a  day  she  has  given  to  me  for  m 
years  ?  This  question  must  be  answered  honestly  if  noi 
satisfactorily,  in  a  concise  manner. 

"  1°.  I  have  built  two  market-places  and  established  twu 
markets.  Before  my  lime  she  had  none;  the  people  kne« 
not  what  a  market  meant :  they  opposed  me,  but  the  basil 
of  power  prevailed  against  the  opinion  of  Ibola. 

"  3".  A  mole  from  the  bridge  to  the  lazzaretto — one  mile 
and  a  half:  it  was  previously  a  dirty  sea  beach. 

"  3".  More  than  one  hundred  miles  of  road,  forty  miles 
blasted  out  of  the  solid  rock. 

"  1".  Spacious  streets  constructed,  instead  of  dirty  nam'" 
Ijmes  which  composed  tlie  town  previous  to  my  comiug. 
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"  5°.  The  little  mud  square  fronting  the  house  of  George 
Idaii,  was  by  me  Bagged,  surroiindod  with  columns  and 
IDS,  and  so  changed  to  a  neat  piazzn, 
0".  I  raised  idt  tiiat  part  nf  the  town  towards  the  bridge, 
which  part  was  before  mud ;  and  then  formed  a  pretty  street 
on  what  was  previously  beach ;  the  houses  and  the  ground 
Jiow  between  it  and  the  sea  were  also  my  doing :  that  is,  I 
the  sea  up  and  sold  the  ground  for  government  nt 

ir  times  the  cost  of  Blling  tip.  Moreover  I  am  gradually 
forcing  the  neighbouring  proprietors  to  fill  up,  being  con- 
Tinoed  tlint  the  low  level  of  Argostoli  on  that  side  causes  the 
illness  constantly  sulTerGd,  more  even  than  the  neighbouring 
marsh  of  Cranea,  which  is  so  execrated. 

"  7".  All  the  narrow  lanes  have  been  paved,  and  the 
barrack  at  St.  George's  Castle  restored. 

.  I  estabhshed  Dickson's  school  for  girls  at  the  ex- 
of  the  convents. 
9".  The  Maltese  colony  at  Pronos  has  been  planted  by 
me,  and  a  barren  waste  without  inhabitants,  though  naturally 
ihe  most  fertile  district  of  Cephnlonia,  has  thus  been  ren- 
dered the  best  cultivated  of  the  island :  my  hope  is  this  will 
go  on,  it  is  my  best  work. 

1 0°.  My  new  prison,  nearly  completed,  and  the  market- 
place at  Luxuri,  are  magnificent  structures.  If  the  stone 
proves  as  good  as  Kennedy's  architecture,  lliey  are  immortal 
works,  honourable  to  the  projector  and  executor — myself 
and  Kennedy:  and  neither  of  us  think  small  beer  of  our- 
selves for  the  same. 

"ir.  The  lighthouse  is  hardly  claimable  by  me,  the 
public  cried  out  for  one,  and  in  my  absence  it  was  projected  : 
but  my  return  was  exactly  timed  to  stop  a  miserable  work 

like  a  windmill,  which and in  the  exuheranci! 

of  their  tasta  were  going  to  place  in  a  wrong  position  !     T 
broke  the  contract  and  saved  our  credit;  but  not  being  an 
architect  wailed  for  Kennedy's  arrival,  when  his  genius  erected  - 
Uu  mpeib  column  now  on  Guardiani  Island.     It  is  mine  so 
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far,  that  without  me  it  would  not  hftve  been  ;  but  no  jenlousy 
troubles  me  in  suL^h  matters:  my  interest  in  useful  thin]^ 
proposed  by  others  is  aa  great  as  if  they  were  my  own.  The 
mole  was  not  my  project  originally,  yet  I  executed  it  under 
Rreat  difficulties;  for  all  the  world,  except  Mclean  onil 
Kennedy,  and  a  few  who  expected  inordinate  profit,  opposed 
me.  Now  the  whole  city  is  in  extacy  wiih  the  work !  Bui 
this  is  human  nature :  things  pronounced  beforehand  foolisli, 
bad,  and  even  impracticable,  are  when  done  called  useful, 
wise,  and  above  all— perfectly  easy  of  execution!  Ut 
mountain  roadei  were  denounced  as  '  attempts  bordering;  on 
madness.'  Now,  'nothing  could  he  less  difficult;  anyone 
could  have  done  the  enme.'  Yes !  any  one  could,  but  up 
one  did.  The  truth  is,  most  people  are  lazy  and  I  am  not 
GO ;  and  have  enough  of  mathemntica  in  me  to  execute  what 
I  conceive. 

"  12".  The  quarry  of  Luxuri  stone  opened  by  me.  If  ii 
stands  all  weather  and  time,  which  is  more  than  I  am  at  pra- 
aent  sure  of,  it  will  he  very  valuuhle,  and  is  very  beautiful. 

"  IS".  I  have  drawn  Paul  Valsamachi,  Demetrio  Dellu- 
decima,  and  Mignetti  out  of  the  cloud  which  hid  them  from 
favour;  and  pulled  up  the  brothers  Constantine  and  Spito 
Valsamachi  from  the  dust,  to  make  them  judges.  I  served 
McFhail  and  Maudesly,  and  brought  Kennedy  from  Ireland, 
when  ho  had  nearly  slipped  through  the  fingers  of  fooli 
Primera  also,  and  others  of  worth,  have  been  by  me  brouglt 
forward,  and  these  things  are,  in  my  mind,  amongst  my  bea 
doings. 

"  11°.  The  money  I  saved  for  the  public  has  been  coc- 
aiderable,  but  of  no  use — it  has  beeu  saved  for  fools  to 
squander. 

"  15°.  I  have  made  rules  to  save  the  poor  peaMnts 
being  abealed  by  the  public  agents  in   tlie  weighiikg. 
taxing  of  their  staple  commodity,  the  ourtants :  and 
rules  have  been  effectual. 

.  I  broke  two  vile  judges  high  in  rank  for  foul  op.' 


thlP 
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1  of  the  poor;  but  ihe  How  was  not  followed  up  at 
'■'irfQ;  my  part  however  liatl  great  effect.    Were  I  lord  higb 
niimiasioner  tiie  ttllaina  should  have  been  hung  ia  chains 
like  BcarL-cruws  anil  aa  scare  judges  ! 

"  17".  I  wrote  a  good  hook  about  Cpplutlonia. 
"  18".  The  command  of  the  Greek  army  was  by  me  re- 
faaed,  except  on  conditions;  it  did  not  suit  me  lo  be  com- 
■nandor  in  name  not  in  fact,  like  Cfaurcb,  who  cttlling  himself 
gDUcralissimo,  is  yet  obliged  to  beg  of  his  soldiers  to  do  tlieir 
duty  as  a  pereomil  favour !  The  Greek  government  tried  to 
Beet  luy  terms  but  could  not  faring  it  about,  save  as  regard- 
iog  my  personal  interest,  which  was  precisely  what  I  least 
cured  lor,  and  would  not  accept  without  the  others^ — yel  I 
Tould  liave  accepted  the  others  without  that.  They  were 
sblo  and  willing  to  advance  my  share,  but  had  they  assured 
me  of  die  public  money  and  arms  I  would  have  gone  at  all 
bazards.  Kennedy,  Muir,  Stevens,  and  six  other  Englisli- 
luen  would  Lave  gone  under  me ;  and  twelve  Greek  gentlemen 
of  weigiit  and  property,  and  looked  up  to  in  Greece,  were 
prepared  to  follow,  but  1  would  have  started  with  the 
Englishmen. 
"  19'.  I  introduced  spinning-wheels  to  Cephalonin. 
"  20",  I  opened  the  ports  of  Algo,  Guiscardo,  Samoa  and 
i'ronos,  proving  to  the  Corfu  government  that  the  having 
iliut  up  Asso  and  Guiscardo  was  a  mistake,  which  lost 
luouey  aud  distressed  the  people. 

"  For  till  these  tilings,  and  some  more,  my  pay  was  good, 
more  than  enough  for  my  labour;  for  as  to  labouring  for 
pay  we  are  none  of  us  ever  better  than  we  should  be.  On 
a  cuRBcientiouB  examination  of  my  six  years*  government, 
four  may  fae  called  lost  from  dawdling ;  or  rather  two  lost, 
ftnd  two  that  a  more  decided  energetic  man  would  have  made 
niore  of.  i'et  I  have  seen  others  lose  the  whole  six  years  ! 
How  idle  men  are !  Two  years  ought  to  have  sufficed  for 
O.U  my  works  ;  aad  yet  I  have  a  name  for  being  active,  and 
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science  is  called  in  to  vritness,  and  when  the  sense  of  il 
a.  man  cnn  do,  if  all  his  energies  are  put  forth,  ia  consnlwd' 
Man !  m  in  I  thou  art  a  beast  in  whose  sides  the  spur  should 
be  ever  plunged ! " 

These  were  noble  works  to  be  accomphsbed  by  a  single 
man,  harassed  and  restricted  by  ignorant  and  jealous  eupe- 
periors.    More !  yes,  ten  limes  ns  much  would  have  beeii 
done  by  that  energetic  spirit,  that  original  genius  and  un- 
ceasing activity,  prompted  by  the  unbounded  benevolence 
of  that  great  heart,  if  free  aelion  had  been  accorded  by  the 
narrow  intellect  of  the  man  under  whom  ho  served.     Bui 
more  was  done.     His  statement  only  notes  the  salieul  poinw 
of  bis  government,  and  not  all  of  those.     He  is  silent  upon 
the  fisheries  he  estabhshed,  and  his  well- conceived  plan  foi 
diainiug  the  pestiferous  marsh  of  Cranea ;  nor  bas  he  toU 
of  the  days  of  labour  and  nights  of  sleepless  care,  of  snar- 
ing and  thought,  austere  and  continued  with  a  severity  to 
waste  the  body,  and  drive  the  mind  to  fatuity,  if  both  hud 
not  been  sustained  by  a  spirit  capable  of  surmounting  any 
danger,  and  every  difficulty.     He  has  not  noted  either,  the* 
eteroHl  thwarting,  the  foolish  interference,  the  absurd  orders 
and  instructions,  the  silly  plans,  regulations  and  laws — alE 
tending  to  public  confusion,  which  emanated  from  the  CorftK 
government  and  its  parasites,  and  whieh  he  had  to  resist,  o^ 
to  palliate  from  bis  own  inexhaustible  resources  of  mind. 

He  has  not  noted  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  Cepha- 
lonian  revenue,  which  he  was  constantly  augmenting  and 
saving  with  a  miser's  care,  was  as  constantly  drawn  away  Xj» 
Corfu,  there  to  be  squandered  on  palaces,  and  on  itiwnin^ 
treasury  leeches,  and  on  Ill-conceived  and  worse- execnteA 
public  works ;  a  few  miles  of  road  made  by  Sir  F.  Adam  at 
Corfu,  cost,  in  a  level  country,  more  than  the  hundred  tnile^ 
of  mountain  road  at  Cephalonia! 

He  has  nut  noted,  the  thousand  acts  of  private  beneroleneEE? 
which  endeared  him  to  the  islanders;  nor  the  higher  ton^ 
he  gave  la  public  feeling  aod  palrioliHm;  nut  liut-gaikjb^Si 
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introduced  into  the  administration  of  justice;  nor  the  im- 
provement of  the  laws ;  nor  the  great  spring  he  gave  to  com- 
merce, to  internal  tra£Bc,  to  general  enterprise  and  to  the 
expansion  of  the  currant  grape  cultivation,  by  teaching  tlie 
people  how  to  support  the  earth  with  terraces  along  the 
mountain  sides.  Nor  has  he  spoken  out,  of  his  unceasing 
vigilance  for  the  protection  of  the  peasants  against  feudal 
oppression,  while  he  nourished  their  spirit  of  independence 
by  a  just  administration,  of  which  one  example  will  suffice 
for  illustration.  A  poor  man  bought  a  peculiarly  fine  fish 
in  the  market  of  Argostoli,  but  the  intendant  of  a  great 
feudal  signer  comiug  up,  insisted  on  having  it  for  his  lord. 
Feasant  and  salesman  hesitated,  the  intendant  menaced, 
but  at  that  moment  Charles  Napier  was  seen  on  horseback 
at  the  fiGLrther  end  of  the  market,  and  the  salesman  instantly 
called  out  to  the  poor  man — Take  your  fish !  we  have  laws 
now,  and  here  comes  the  man  who  will  enforce  them ! 
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FODETH  PERIOD, 


A  MAN  so  pure  and  energetic  in  the  public  service  as  Chsriu^*' 
Napier,  was  entitled  at  least  to  support  from  tJie  govern—^ 
ments  whose  credit  and  character  he  Buslained  liy  bis  inle-— " 
^ty  and  talent  -.  but  these  qualities  were  oflensive  to  men^ 
devoid   of  them ;  and  enmity,  malignant  and  treacberouw^   — 
being  aroused,  would  not  he  appeased  until  he  was  drivens^^ 
into  private  Ufe.     Hia  oppressors  hoped  indeed  to  aiippre&i-uw 
him  altogether :  hut  God   who  gave  1dm  the  qualities   b<^^ 
offensive  to  their  mediocrity  had  destined  him  for  fame. 

"  Miss  Napier,  April  14th. — As  your  friend  Lord  Gode 

rich,  (Ripon,)  by  losing  the  premiership  brings  in  the  Dnke?^" 
of  Welhngton  I  rejoice,  for  we  are  in  too  bad  a  slate  for  anj^' 
man  but  old  Douro  to  save  us.   Weak  men  do  not  suit  tbes^ 
times,  and  orators  least  of  all.     Let  me  talk  at  random^ 
Kennedy's  lighthouse  is  beautiful.     The  column  is  e 
foot  high,  of  cut  stone,  quite  white  and  fluted ;  any  a 
teot  will  tell  you  what  a  fine  thing  it  is.     My  Maltese  e 
also   flourishes  like  flowers  iu  May.     Is  J^ady  Oeoi^ 
Bathurst  married  ?     My  love  to   her.     Wedded  ( 
she  is  the  prettiest  person  I  know.     Again  let  me  say.  ti 
the  duke  being  premier  delights  me ;  the  best  chance  I 
England  is  having  the  greatest   man  of  Europe   for  ; 
ruler.     He  has  done  all  he  ever  had  to  do  well,  and  we  4 
too  far  gone  lo  care  about  Whig  or  Tory,  it  is  an  ( 
esistenco.      '  But  he  is  a  fool!'     Ay!  but  then   how  | 
he  there  ?  as  Mrs.  Siddons  said  of  the  Erei 
died  in  Ids  bureau,  which  she  interpreted  an  escdtoire. 

"His  brother  William,  April. — Church  bas  sent  nti 
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waot  of  1)13  plans,  nhicli  appear  bad.  He  has  spent 
money  and  food  idly,  al  Dragomesire,  and  now  lie  has  neither; 
nor  discipline.  He  had  but  few  men.  yet  has  sprend  them 
on  a  chain  of  posts  for  fifty  miles,  and  hi;  ia  trying  to  stop 
the  predatory  excursions  of  llie  Greeks;  hut  what  else  has 
he  to  look  to  ?  He  threatens,  he  saya,  Lepauto  and  Missa- 
long}ii ;  tlint  is,  he  sends  ten  or  twenty  thouBand  wild  ras- 
cfcls  10  the  neighbouring  mountains,  who  come  back  when 
they  have  stolen  all  the  sheep  nod  goats  of  their  friends. 
Fabvior  has  failed  at  Scio,  as  he  has  everywhere.  He 
is  superior  as  a  general  to  Church  ;  but  they  have  both  gone 
the  wrong  way  to  work,  and  shew  that  they  neither  knew 
the  Greeks  nor  their  own  lesson.  To  attack  fortified  places 
or  positions  is  not  of  the  Greek  character,  troops  or  people 
in  their  present  state ;  nor  would  it  be  wise  to  do  so  if  it 
were.  They  should  take  and  fortify  positions  on  the  Turks' 
lines  of  operations,  which  are  few,  and  unchangeable  heeausf 
t-hey  depend  on  certain  strong  towns.  The  Greeks  ar«  had 
for  assailing  such  positions,  but  the  Turks  are  worse ;  ihey 
would  wonderfully  dislike  the  option  of  starving,  or  carrying 
a  Greek  position :  the  secret  on  both  sides  is,  that  neither 
expects  quarter,  and  therefore  both  defend  themselves  lustily. 
-All  the  Greek  generals  have  been  bent  on  assailing  positions; 
Amt  neither  they,  nor  Fabvier,  nor  Church,  have  thought  of 
fling  supplies:  they  must  change  this,  or  suffer  defeat. 
f  As  to  these  islands,  would  that  Lord  Bathursl  were  our 
ter  again !  We  are  going  fast.  Sir  F.  Adam  has  spent 
1  our  money,  fribbled  it  away,  and  has  nothing  to  shew. 
tee  has  no  system,  no  general  views;  all  ia  extravagance, 
scoompanied  by  mean  savings  aud  the  employing  of  too 
■Xkany  people  too  highly  paid.  I  gave  him  a  plan  for  reduc- 
tion, which  would  save  at  least  a  hundred  thousand  dollars 
yoarly;  he  approved,  yet  no  reduction  has  taken  place. 
43e  has  re-appoinl.ed  a  body  called 'The  Supreme  Council 
i&f  Jaslice.'  Kirkpatriek  is  the  head,  having  under  him  two 
r  Greeks  who  ride  Adam  roughshod,  and  Adam  does 
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not  perceive  tbat  tbey  are  tying  his  own  power  ap  io  a  sock, 
for  they  rule  the  islaada.  I  proved  to  him  two  oefftrious 
auta  of  tbeire,  for  which  I  would  have  houged  them  by  spe- 
cial commisaion.  Yet  Adam  will  not  strike  !  I  would  ran. 
any  risk  of  oflending  him  by  tolling  the  inilli,  if  it  would 
do  good ;  but  he  thinks  I  talk  nonsense,  altbougli  the  exist- 
ing confusion  is  a  source  of  public  ridicule;  and  fear  also, 
for  fresh  taxes  are  dreaded." 

This  generous  feeling  towards  Sir  Frederick,  had  been. 
maintained  despite  of  many  mortifying  crossings,  whiclE 
Charles  Niipier  in  his  singleness  of  mind  would  only  aooepC 
OS  well-meauing  weaknesses  ;  hut  he  was  sow  comptilled  to 
understand,  that  be  had  to  do  with  a  man  in  whom  envy  onA 
duplicity  strove  on  equal  terms  with  folly :  the  proof  came 
abruptly. 

"  His  brother,  July  24th, — Sir  Frederick  Adam  has  sud- 
denly passed  an  act  through  the  Ionian  parliament,  for  taking 
liie  roads  and  other  public  works  entirely  out  of  my  hands. 
If  lie  liked  to  do  this,  and  as  he  is  said  to  have  expressed 
himself — 'tie  up  Napier's  hands,' be  had  full  right;  hut  what 
hurts  me  is  concealmeni:  of  the  whole  imtil  the  act  vna  pre- 
pared :  this  is  what  one  gets  by  serving  a  fool !  The  a«tis 
not  indeed  directed  against  me  by  name,  but  there  i 
scarcely  any  works  going  on  in  the  other  islands,  ex( 
Cerigo ;  and  the  Resident  there,  who  lias  followed  my  syst 
writes  to  me  thus,  '  I  feel  that  uU  my  exertions  have  h 
so  much  crime,  and  I  walk  about  Uke  a  detecteil  [eh 
Adam  is  jealous,  is  always  courting  populorit)-,  and  ' 
gain  it  momentarily  puts  im  end  to  my  works.  I  did  think 
him  loyal,  and  that  was  a  great  counterweight  to  his  folly : 
now  I  iind  him  the  reverse,  his  mind  is  too  little  to  be 
honest.  Capo  D'Istria  frightens  liim,  yet  Capo  D'lstria  can 
scarcely  hold  his  o  vm,  as  president  of  Greeoe,  wliile  he  menaces 
Adam.  And  lo !  the  latter's  folly !  We  are  hovering  t 
twecn  war  and  peace  nitli  Bussia,  oil  the  islanders  are  I 
diau,  and  he  takes  this  moment  to  let  the  people  arm,  fbrfl 
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sake  of  a  pound,  yearly  lax  on  tLeir  guns!  TLey  are  of  course 
themselvea. 
Now  for  my  tailor,  He  is  a  Daniel,  and  woe  betide  tlie 
IS  who  get  into  his  deu,  if  they  wear  breeches.  Oh  1  I 
it  that  they  were  civil  Uons  and  did  not  tear,  which  his 
breeches  do :  also  he  eats  me  up.  If  a  revolution  happens 
in  England  off  goes  Daniel's  head  with  his  own  shears, 
■which  will  he  hnt  sheer  justice,"  &c.  The  remainder  of  this 
letter  is  in  the  wildest  Rabelais  yein,  such  being  his  wont 
■when  moved  by  grief,  anger  or  mortification :  the  two  last 
■Mere  now  prevalent  and  appear  in  the  following  remonstrance 
a<;ainst  the  new  act. 

"  Colonel  Rudsdale.  I  have  fell  much  on  reading  the  new 
rood  act.  That  his  excellency's  authority  is  supreme,  and 
It  he  cannot  be  troubled  with  Residents'  opinions  is  un- 
itionahle.  At  the  same  time,  after  six  years'  strenuous 
:ertions  to  give  his  excellency's  orders  full  effect;  after 
liBving  had  his  approbation,  and  that  of  Sir  Thomas  Mait- 
land ;  I  might  have  received  some  hint  Irom  you  tliat  a  hill 
was  being  prepared,  by  which  tho  works  that  had  occupied 
my  time  and  thoughts  so  many  years  were  to  be  taken 
entirely  out  of  my  hands,  and  placed  in  those  of  a  muni- 
npol  body.  I  may  also  be  allowed  to  feel  hurt  at  your 
official  letter  telling  me,  tacitly,  that  I  am  not  a  judge  of 
vbat  is  urgent  and  what  is  not.  That  the  bridges  were 
argent,  essentially  so,  could  be  proved,  but  I  am  not  inclined 
In  do  so :  I  am  now  merely  staling  my  feelings  as  a  private 
gentleman.  They  certainly  are  not  flattered  by  being  told  I 
ua  not  capable  of  deciding  upon  the  urgency  of  a  trifling 
work  of  forty  pounds,  after  ha\-iug  conducted  the  whole  of 
tho  public  works  for  six  years ;  aft«r  saving  fifty  thousand 
dollars  out  of  the  sum  allotted  for  the  expeneei  and  yet 
executing  them  is  a  way  that  excited  repeated  expressions 
ot  BStonisLment  and  admiration  &om  your  engineer,  Mr. 
iher. 
f  ereonolly  tliu  new  act  has  relieved  me  from  a  world  of 
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very  disagreeftble  and  painful  reBponeibility,  of  wluch  1 1 
lieartilj  sick ;  for  whatever  credit  may  attnch  to  tte  initia- 
tive arrangemeDt,  and  whatever  approbnlion  has  been  be- 
stowed by  his  excellency  and  the  public,  much  hatred  bus 
also  arisen  for  my  resolute  peraeverftnce  in  execution.  Now 
tny  small  share  of  credit  will  remain,  and  my  unpopularity 
subside.  To  be  lord  liigh  commissioner  is  not  likely  to  he 
my  lot;  if  it  was  I  should  rejoice  at  the  delay  in  completing' 
the  works  which  will  now  occur,  leaving  for  roe  the  laurels. 
No,  it  is  not  the  act  which  gives  me  concern;  nor  the 
manner  of  it;  nor  your  letter  that  would  do  so,  if  the 
act  and  your  letter  were  from  Sir  Thomas  Maitland  and 
Hankey:  it  is  becanse  it  is  your  doing  that  I  fed  hurL 
That  feeling  time  will  remove,  and  bis  excellency  may  rest 
assured  it  shall  not  interfere  with  the  service :  all  my  force 
shall  be  apphed  to  give  full  effect  to  the  new  act,  so  far  as 
that  act  will  prevent  my  interferinf;." 

It  was  with  such  gentle  dignity  he  rebuked  an  ignoble 
breach  of  friendship;  yet  he  was  deeply  pained  to  find  this 
failure  in  a  man  to  whom  he  had  been  sincerely  attached. 
Meanwhile  he  treated  the  act  with  the  severity  it  merited 
for  its  folly  and  malipiity. 

Sir  F.  Adam  boasted  that  be  had  tied  up  Napier's  hands, 
not  perceiving  that  he  had  thereby  tied  up  his  own  honour, 
and  all  claim  to  sense  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  very  dirty 
bundle.  His  act  was  however  a  result  of  fear  as  well  m 
jealousy:  for  at  this  period  war  had  commenced  between 
Russia  and  Turkey;  and  Capo  D'latria,  an  Ionian,  thoi 
president  of  Greece,  was  still  the  Czar's  agent,  seeking  i 
stir  the  island  Greeks  to  insurrection  against  England. 
government  was  represented  by  him  as  being  in  variotta 
ways  tyrannical,  and  Adam,  timid  as  all  weak  men  aro  when 
danger  is  to  be  probed,  thought  Capo  DTstria  formidable, 
and  therefore  sought  to  render  his  own  government  agree- 
able to  the  lonians  by  lowering  its  just  powers.  This  was 
a  strange  way  to  conciliate  men  who  were  aiming  to  destroy 
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it  altogether;  but  Cepbalonia  offered  him  the  means  of 
combining  the  remedy  for  his  fears  mih  the  gratification 
of  malignant  feelings  towards  its  Besident.  Pretending 
that  the  people  were  oppressed  by  the  public  works,  he 
with  a  foolish  cunning,  masked  or  rather  marked  his 
fear  of  Capo  D'Istria,  by  depriving  Charles  Napier  of  all 
oontrol  over  the  public  works,  transferring  it  to  the  regent 
and  municipality,  with  many  new  and  pernicious  rules,  but 
all  directed  to  acquire  that  momentary,  shameful  popularity, 
irhich  greets  the  bending  of  just  power  before  insolent  pre- 
tension. With  this  introduction  the  nature- of  the  act  will 
he  learned  from  the  following  strictures  written  after  expe- 
lience  of  its  working. 

"  Strictures.    This  act  cannot  bear  examination  in  respect 
of  foreign  policy,  internal  policy,  or  island  improvement 
TiVTiat  care  need  the  Ionian  government  have  for  any  power, 
^hile  protected  by  the  strong  arm  of  England  ?     None,  if 
its  acts  be  just     Capo  D'Istria  can  scarcely  maintain  his 
own  power,   and   the    government  of    these  islands   may 
despise  him.    When  some  one  spoke  to  the  French  general 
Donzelot,  during  his  government  here,  of  danger  from  Capo 
DTstria,  he  asked — How  many  soldiers  has  he  in  Corfu  ? 
^one!     Very  well,  I  have  a  thousand  I     The  point  to  con- 
aider  is  whether,  being  all-powerful,  we  are  just  ?     Whether 
ire  give  to  weakness  and  hostility  the  alliance  of  public 
opinion  ?     Let  us  then  consider  the  conduct  of  the  Corfu 
goremment  towards  Cepbalonia. 

"  It  issued  originally  an  act  to  form  roads  by  corvee,  but 
laid  down  nothing  special,  leaving  all  to  the  local  govern- 
ment    Now,  after  six  years'  progress,  taking  no  heed  of 
such  long  experience  by  those  engaged  on  the  work,   it 
iasaes  a  new  act  with  minute  details,  which  should  clearly 
liave  been  first  issued,  and  the  alterations  called  for  by 
experience  should  have  followed.     Capo  DTstria  of  course 
ftj%  with  seeming  truth.  Oh  ho!  you  avow  a  course  of 
<^pie88ion  for  six  years,  and  confirm  the  confession  by  an 
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net  of  psrlrament :  you  cnn  no  longer  call  it  nn  enemv's 
aspersion !  When  I,  who  know  your  tricks,  was  in  dis- 
grace and  obscurity  you  bad  no  pity  on  the  lonians;  now 
being  in  power  you  fear  me,  and  the  people  get  from  your 
fear  what  their  groans  could  not  get  from  your  justice. 
"What  weakness!  But  Capo  D'lstna  knows  not  the  full 
C£t«?ut  of  this  weakness.  No  oppression,  no  injustice,  has 
been  perpetrated  in  Cephalonia,  and  the  people  dare  not 
complain  openly  of  any  without  being  instantly  put  to  ebame 
as  liars.  To  say  no  man  met  with  injustice  in  the  course 
of  six  years'  work  on  the  roads  none  but  an  idiot  vould 
assert,  but  the  whole  in  principle  and  practice  has  been 
thoroughly  just.  How  weak  then  to  change  a  good  system 
from  fear  of  Capo  D'Isirin:  liow  weak  lo  be  bnllied  om 
of  right,  not  into  right,  and  thus  avow  that  right  was 
wrong  from  fear.  If  wrong  has  happened  in  the  other 
islands,  it  should  he  oorrected  without  this  exbibition  of 
mistrust  in  our  own  strength,  and  therefore  for  external 
policy  this  new  act  is  silly  and  conttmpiible, 

"  As  to  internal  policy,  when  blind  men  ride  hard,  md 
ignorance  becomes  vigorous  in  legislation,  great  is  tlie 
danger.  The  Cephalonian  peasant  is  idle,  fond  of  shoot- 
ing, gambling,  and  lawsuits ;  for  these  he  sacrifices  tillage. 
family  and  substance;  yet  from  under  population  and  tlie 
great  demand  for  workmen  labour  is  so  paid,  that  two  dajrs' 
w^es  enables  him  to  spend  five  on  his  pleasures :  the  indo- 
lence natural  in  a  warm  chmaie  is  thus  fostered,  and  policy 
dictates  the  disarming  of  ilie  peasanis,  and  the  stimuladtig 
their  industry.  Tbr  corvee  did  this.  Had  it  admitted  ex* 
emption  for  a  privileged  class  it  would  have  been  bo  insuf- 
ferable cruelly  and  injustice;  but  as  it  embraced  all  men, 
like  that  established  in  America,  it  was  just,  and  bcin;^ 
necessary  was  useful.  Still  tlus  question  remains.  How 
I'ar  may  forced  labour  be  justly  deinonded  by  a 
ment  ?  Aty  conviction  was,  that  four  days  in  each  i 
is  not  too  much  for  men  who  can  in  three  months  4 
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1  Bnbsistbiice  for  a  year;  the  other  nine  months  being 
spent  in  idleness,  or  worse.  The  general  government  de- 
cided tbat  une  day  in  a  fortnight  nhould  be  the  rule,  and 
3  it  was  for  eis  years.  At  first  it  caused  great  discontent, 
Ab  people  could  not  even  see  ttie  use  of  roads :  latterly  tliey 
I  WW  the  advantage,  and  their  displeasure  so  far  abated  as  to 
last  only  while  the  day's  work  was  being  exacted. 

"  What  has  been  the  moral  effect  i*  Instead  of  thinking, 
IS  before,  that  litbour  was  disgraceful,  they  are  grown  to  be 
good  workmen,  cheerful  workmen,  and  have  no  longer 
shame  at  working  for  themselves.  Being  deprived  of  guna, 
uid  seeing  British  officers  work  with  them,  the  use  of  the 
apade  is  no  longer  a  mark  of  e^itrcme  poverty ;  and  it  is 
beyond  question,  that  the  industry  of  the  inale  peasants  has 
inoreased  and  fewer  women  are  put  to  the  spade.  Moreover 
the  men,  when  working  in  common  with  the  British  soldiers 
for  the  public  did  not  feel  humbled  in  their  own  estima- 
uon.  There  wus  also  another  co-operating  stimulus  to  in- 
dustry. Those  who  know  the  Greek  character  are  aware 
tfiBt  for  notiiing.  save  sensual  indulgence,  will  they  disburse 
'  money.  This  is  the  case  with  all  half-civilized  nations;  and 
I  here  so  strong,  that  even  the  more  educated  enlightened 
dasaes  will  never  speculate  on  future  profit:  many  sound 
projects  have  been  ruined  because  the  projector  would  not 
advance  capital.  This  feeling  baa  caused  nimibers  of  men 
who  abhorred  labour  even  for  their  own  advantage,  to  take 
ap  the  spade,  rather  than  lay  down  the  shilling  fine  for 
absence  from  the  corvee  tliey  threw  off  their  jackets  and 
tamed  to  with  spirit.  The  Resident  worked,  the  engineer 
worked,  British  sergeants  and  soldiers  worked :  who  then 
oofltd  laugh  at  or  contemn  work?  No  one  did.  Having 
worked  for  government  they  now  in  numbers  work  for 
themselves;  and  the  women  of  several  districts  praise  the 

^L  eon&e,  saying — Our  men  do  not  leave  all  the  digging  to 

^ftilts,  and  we  have  lime  at  home  to  spin. 

^^b    "Another  fact  to  be  noted  isj  that  the  men  on  corvee  do 


I 


402 


LIFE  OF  (^lUKLBS  JAMES  NAFIES. 


* 


ed  them 
Ldua^H 

:1 


now  three  times  «a  rauch  labour  in  a  day  as  they  did  at 
iind  have  acquired  a  quickii(>8s  aud  indaslry  and  knowledge, 
apparent  to  every  one,  iu  their  mode  of  extracting  rooks, 
building  dij  stone  walls,  bunking  up  ground  ;  it  is  a  source 
of  admiration  to  themselves  and  to  Uiose  who  have  nituessed 
their  progre,s3.  They  will  now  clear  ground  for  cultirailon 
that  they  would  not  have  even  looked  ut  before ;  and  the 
seeing  fine  roads  carried  through  precipices  and  over  rocks 
where  only  goats  could  pass  previously,  has  awakened  them 
to  industry  and  enterprise :  labour  has  thus  become  fasht< 
able  with  the  peasants  instead  of  disreputable. 

"The  Cepbalouinn  peneant  bad  been  idle  because 
government  gave  hira  no  security  for  the  fruit  of  indi 
because  high  wages  enabled  bim  lo  live  with  little 
because  he  loved  shooting,  gambling  and  tending 
The  Resident  of  Cepbalouia  looked  to  these  tbinga 
fixing  the  corv6e  at  four  days  in  a  month ;  that  vas  dimi- 
nished by  Sir  F.  Adam,  influenced  by  cunning  gentlemen, 
who  seeing  payments  were  regulated  by  the  qaantity  of 
labour,  looked  to  diminish  their  contributions  in  lieu  thereof. 
But  opening  the  fertile  valleys  of  Cephalonia  by  roads  has 
been  declared  'not  useful'  by  some  Grecian  and  English 
oracles.  This  I  leave  to  men's  opinion ;  it  sufficed  for  me 
that  the  lord  high  commissioner  and  Iiia  parliament  ordered 
roads  to  be  made,  and  I  made  them :  the  public 
and  though  the  paradoxical  assisted  the  cofiVe-boasB  lu 
trade  by  their  burnngues,  their  doctrines  vimisbed 
smoke  of  their  own  pipes, 

"  Wbeu  the  quota  of  labour  to  be  demanded 
poorer  classes  was  fixed,  the  payments  by  tliose  wbo  dii 
bke  work  were  lo  be  regulated.     My  first  i 
by  the  ex;lent  of  property;  but  it  was  soon  found 
would  bo  moro  easy  to  fix  i(  by  classes,  and  would 
just :  Cepbalouia  contains  such  variety  of  ground,  Bi 
fertile,  sterile,  public,  private,  townships,  commons, 
■md  all  with  such  uncertain  boundaries,  that  to 
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y  man's  property  was  difficult.     Vast  tracts  wore  in  dis- 
pute ;  vast  tracts  usurped ;  there  were  great  obstacles  with- 
out proportional  means   for  overcoming  them:    for  to  the 
difficulty  of  ascertaining  ownership  for  rating  the  corrfie, 
^MPDHld  be  added  enomioiiB  perjury  and  fi'aad,  and  the  extent 
^Btf  propeny  could  not  be  a  good  rule.     Count  Cnrburi  is 
^  ^rhaps  the  poorest  gentleman  of  Cephalonia,  yot  possesses 
>  vast,  BJid  a  rich  territory  if  he  had  capital  to  work  it  up :  it 
aow  produces  nothing,  yet  must  he  taken  at  a  fair  value ! 
The  practical  difficulties  of  this  mode  were  enormous,  but  as 
no  gentleman   had   to  pay  above  five  pounds  yearly,  by 
dividing  them  into  six  classes  and  taxing  the  highest  five 
^     Ibe  lowest  one  pound,  seemed  a  fair  and  not  an  onerous 
^^B^Btem :  and  to  ease  those  who  worked,  instead  of  paying,  a 
^^■BVemh  class  was  estabhshed,  permitted  to  buy  off  any  par- 
^^Konlsr  day  of  labour  at  the  cost  of  t^npeitce. 
^Hl   "  The  next  point  was  to  allow  of  no  privileged  class  and 
^^JW  shirkers.     The  Resident  voluntarily  paid  more  than  the 
richest  gentleman;  all  other  English  gentlemen  rocuiving 
island  pay  also  gave  their  proportion:  none  were  exempt, 
save  some  extremely  indigent  priests  who  hml  no  just  excuse 

Knot  working;  but  to  have  compelled  them  to  do  so  in 
r  religious  costume  would  have  rendered  this  priest-ridden 
niunity  furious.     These  few  were  therefore  exempt,  but 
bU  others,  priest  and  layman,  paid  or  laboured.   The  measure 
thus  established  was  just,  and  tiierefore  rigorously  enforced  : 
and  in  two  years  the  roads  would  have  been  finished  and  the 
^^»rv6e  terminated,  if  an  ignorant  imbecile  administration 
^B|f  the  general  finances  for  four  years  at  Corfu  had  not  in- 
^^Sirfered.     Such  was  my  road  system,  calculated  to  correct 
idle  habits,  if  supported  by  just  administration,  and  a  dis- 
armament.    It  was  not  oppressive,  it  was  impartial,  and 
finally  extremely  oeconomical.     Instead  of  borrowiug  from 
the  public  chest,  as  happened  at  Corfu  to  tlie  amount  of 
eighty  thousand  dollars,  wo  saved  above  fifty  thousand,  half 
^  bard  dollars:  the  remainder  was  lent  to  make  moles. 
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And  nitb  all  thig  saving  we  have  mnde  miiuy  more  miles' 
road,  over  rocky  and  Btupendous  mountains,  than  have  been 
made  in  al!  the  other  islands  together.  TJis  Cephalonifln 
roads  are  good  and  great  works,  those  in  the  other  islands 
are  ordinary  roads,  through  flat  ground  generally,  except  at 
Cerigo,  nbere  the  CephaJonian  system  waa  adopted,  and 
witli  a  like  success ! 

"  My  mode  of  enforcing  the  road-work  was  by  giving 
extra  work  to  idle  labourers ;  but  for  this  offence,  if  it 
was  repeated,  a  fortnight's  extra  tasks  was  the  maximnm; 
the  law  would  have  awarded  six  months'  impn'sonmeot, 
whereas  my  ordinary  piinishmeni  was  but  two  days  extra.  I 
personally  examined  all  cases  not  of  a  trifling  nature;  for 
the  corvee  was  unpopular,  and  perjury  is  so  very  common  in 
Cephalocia,  that  fifty  or  sixty  perjuries  would  be  committed 
in  the  law  courts  in  one  day.  It  was  clear,  and  frequent 
trials  proved  it,  that  the  whole  con'ee  party  would  delibe- 
rately swear  that  every  word  spoken  by  the  overseer  was 
false.  By  the  courts  of  law  therefore  no  misconduct  ooitld 
be  punished,  but  the  Resident  having  the  power  of  the  high 
police  used  it  as  above.  The  question  was  whether  this 
should  be,  or  tlie  roads  stopped;  for  the  general  government 
had  made  no  law  on  the  subject  as  it  ought  to  have  doiie. 
This  aystem  has  been  upset  by  the  new  act  and  the  work 
is  interminable ;  the  men  may  come,  but  there  is  no  pui 
meut  for  not  working :  tlie  labour  applied  d( 
and  must  come  to  an  end  from  inanition.  Meanwhile- 
expence  is  doubled,  because  everything,  a  gutter  or  a  mile- 
stone, must  he  estimated  for  separately,  and  await  confir- 
mation from  Corfu:  that  is,  after  approval  by  men  whose 
ignorance  regarding  such  matters  is  proved  by  the  enor- 
mous expenues  of  their  own  roads  ! 

"  Those  who  framed  the  act,  by  the  act  shew  their  igno- 
rance: any  but  au  Ionian  legislator  would  know  that  eati- 
miites  must  be  on  a  hir^'U  scale;  and  the  engineer  ought  to 
be  made  answerable  for  working  wiibin  his  estimais,  aa  «a 
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^^PPd  at  CephaJooia.     Nov  down  come  the  new  estintatea 
^B^Kti  they  have  been  sludied,  and  not  comprehended  hj  the 
^BpBDate,  and  when  the  working  season  has  passed  away.     If 
B    ^iproved  it  is  bad ;  if  not  approved  it  ia  worse :  bad,  he- 
cause  instead  of  hiring  men  by  the  year  at  the  cheapest 
time,  we  must  double  wages  to  get  them  for  tho  joh  if  we 
can,  after  the  last  season  for  work  ia  gone !    Worse,  because 
time  and  money  are  both  lost  and  no  work  is  done ! 

"  My  personal  mortification  is  not  slight.  For  six  years 
pablio  works  bad  been  carried  on  with  rapidity,  tBconomy 
and  anccess.  Everything  is  upset  by  this  new  act.  No 
general  act  can  suit  all  the  islands,  and  common  sense  pre- 
scribed a  previous  consultation  with  those  best  acquainted 
with  local  interests.  The  act  is,  in  this  island,  calculated 
to  enfeeble  government ;  giving  the  wild  mountaineers  licence 

Star,  and  the  habit  of  abusing  and  defjdng  authority :  to 
■top  the  works  altogether  would  be  better.  The  diminution 
tS  labour,  which  was  too  little  before,  will  also  encourage 
idleness  and  unsettle  the  habits  of  tlie  people  again. 
The  not  allowing  of  substitutes,  in  the  old  system,  stopped 
oppression  by  the  gentlemen ;  it  was  easier  also  to  the 
peasant,  who  then  paid  a  quarter  dollar  for  a  day's  work : 
now  he  cannot  get  a  substitute  for  less  than  a  dollar.  He 
complains,  and  the  exemption  to  numerous  strong,  idle,  rich 
fellows  in  Argostoli  and  Luxuri,  gives  just  cause  for  discou- 
lent:  numbers  of  peasants  also  go  to  Luxuri  and  any  they 
are  servants;  thus  a  privileged  class  is  re-established. 

"Allowing  the  regent  and  municipal  body  to  decide  on 

woricB  is  a  sure  way  to   atop  all  improvement:  they  will 

sever  tax  themselves.   My  mole  and  market-place,  and  other 

^bdnprovemenis  of  Argostoli,  were  effected  in  despite  of  that 

^■ody,  which  moved  heaven  and  earth  to  baffle  me :  had  this 

It  tct  been  passed  seven  years  ago  Argostoli  would  be  now 

wbnt  it  was  then.    And  the  mode  of  raising  the  funds  by  the 

new  act  leaves  the  country  gentlemen  to  value  their  own 

rpperty ;  consequently  die  greatest  liar  is  least  taxed,  for  the 


^^|Ppe 


400 


LIFE  OF  CHARLES  JAMES  NAPIEE. 


■M 


municipal  body  will  not  awear  liim  to  facts,  tmless  from 
family  feud,  or  because  tbe  lie  is  too  outrageous:  they 
do  not  wimt  to  call  forth  lemarlia  ou  tlieir  own  property, 
Suppose  lie  is  sworn,  Lo  perjures  himself  and  gets  a  premiom 
for  his  crime.  Is  this  legislation  ?  Laws  should  never  be 
based  on  conscience,  because  bud  men  evade  tbem  of  course. 
As  to  the  points  on  which  'the  people  justly  complained' 
— using  Colonel  Kudsdale's  words,  I  know  not  what  they 
were,  and  therefore  can  say  nothing ;  but  well  I  hnow  there 
were  none  in  this  island  in  prindple;  and  as  to  pi 
none  was  designed,  though  some  abusoa  must  of  course 
happened  unknown  to  die  higher  authorities. 

These  strictures  shew  that  Sir  !■'.  Adam  sought  U) 
his  jealousy  by  imputing  oppression,  and  assnming  as  die 
ground  of  that  imputation  tbe  very  measures -which  proved 
tiio  excellence  of  the  aystera  he  condemned.    Ua  sought  also 
to  depreciate  it  by  a  pretended  commiseration  for  suSerings 
which  did  not  exist,  indirectly  indicating  tha  Sesidrnt  as  an 
oppressor,  while  he  was  himself  negligently  permitting 
foulest  cruelty  to  be  perpetrated,  as  exhibited  in  the 
iug  notes. 

"  Noies. — Here  is  Ionian  justice!  a  man  in  prison 
year,  and  under  sentence  of  death  without  even  au  accusadou 
against  him.  Here  is  another  condemned  to  eight  months' 
imprisonment  in  irons :  the  Judge- Advocate  Fiscal  apj 
tliinking  him  innocent,  and  at  tbe  end  of  thirteen 
tbe  appeal  is  decided  against  the  prispner,  who  has 
all  that  time  in  prison,  and  is  now  to  endure  in  additioi 
original  sentence ! "  Again.  "  Four  men  arc  acqniti 
murder,  and  the  same  jud go- advocate  appeals  against 
acquittal,  tbinking  them  guilty ;  they  are  kept  wailing 
months,  and  then  the  acquittal  is  confirmed:  imiof 
tbe  eyes  of  tbe  supreme  tribunal,  they  have  been  ke] 
prisoned  nearly  a  year  hy  that  tribunal !  And  Sir  Fredi 
Adam  heaps  honours  on  the  perpetrators  of  these  sins ! 

Fuss  now  to  wotw  cruelty,  as  alfecting   numbers. 
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inging.  not  from  feebleness  nnd  negligence  but  personal 
)usy,  nhicli  Adam  gratiGeil  at  the  expence  of  a  nhole 
iple's  wcirare  1  All  tbe  islands  were  at  tliis  time  ti-embling 
an  impending  evil,  vitally  menacing  their  dawning  pros- 
ity,  and  tbe  commercial  men  of  Cepbnloma  betbougbt 
imselves  of  a  petition  to  tbe  king  for  relief.  Cbarles 
apier,  at  tbeir  request,  framed  one,  some  extracts  from 
rhicfa  will  shew  tbe  nature  of  the  evil  and  the  remedy. 

"  Our  mountainous  and  rocky  island  has  been  as  it  were 
tnosformed  into  n  vast  vineyard,  at  great  cost  of  labour  and 
money;  rocks  have  been  torn  op  and  made  to  form  the 
boundaries  of  those  fields  which  they  formerly  covered, 
Beemingly  in  defiance  of  man's  industry.  That  this  is  not 
an  exaggeration  your  majesty  will  believe  when  we  humbly 
Btate  a  simple  fact,  which  theoustom-house  hooks  will  verify, 
namely,  that  in  the  year  1820  our  currants  were  but  five 
millions  pounds  weight,  and  now  are  ten  millions  and  an- 
nually augmenting.  This  has  not  been  caused  by  abandon- 
ug  other  cultivntion,  or  turning  fruitful  fields  into  more 
Ihiitfal  vineyards,  but  by  reducing  rocky  ground  to  fertile 
Und,  effected  hy  tbe  energy  of  nil  ranks,  whose  money  and 
personal  qnahtica,  would  otlierwise  have  been  lost  in  the 
uroggle  on  tlie  continent  of  Greece.  On  this  superb  pro- 
duce depends  not  only  our  happiness  and  tranquillity  but 
actual  existence!  The  noble  supports  his  house,  the 
It  his  children  by  ibis  rich  gift  of  nature,  which  for 
le  years  has  rendered  us  comforinble  and  happy:  but 
less  your  majesty  will  now  protect  us,  Cepbulonia  must 
;ain  fall  into  the  state  of  misery  from  which  yonr  arms 
subsequent  policy  relieved  it. 

Wliile  the  whole  of  our  currants  were  consumed  in 
lagland  they  were  all  purchased  by  Enghsh  merchants; 
Toor  ministers  justly  said,  thai  with  such  a  demand  they 
WuM  not,  fairly  to  ibe  revenue,  lower  the  enormous  tax  ou 
iliB  commodity  levied  in  England :  it  was  a  luxurj-  for  which 
oonsumeTs  were  willing  to  pay,  and  they  were   nuiueiQiu 
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enougli  to  take  nil  our  produce.  Time  has  changed 
Your  English  subjects  hay  a  smaller  quantity,  while  that 
produced  has  heen  doubled  by  our  industry :  of  eight 
millions  pounds  weight  of  currants  produced  last  year. 
six  millions,  ns  we  are  credibly  informed  by  the  English 
merchants,  remain  unsold  in  their  magazines.  A  crop 
calculated  at  nearly  ten  millions  now  loads  our  vines,  a 
crop  such  as  never  was  before  seen  in  the  island.  Tliis 
beautiful  sight,  where  ihe  bounty  of  the  Almighty  has 
united  with  a  just  government  and  tlie  people's  uidustry 
to  produce  an  enormous  quantity  of  fruit,  causes,  strange  to 
say,  a  general  luid  justly- founded  uliurm.  We  can  live  by, 
but  we  canuot  hve  upon  our  currauu :  and  if  we  shall 
find  a  sale  in  the  season  the  misfortune  will  be  direct 
diate  and  terrible.  Those  who  are  in  a  better  stats 
become  poor,  and  the  poor  will  starve, 

"  We  do  not  speak  of  the  rich  for  there  are  none  such ; 
there  are  no  capitahsts;  the  sale  of  our  fruit  in  summer 
feeds  us  in  winter ;  and  if  this  resource  foils,  noughi  rei 
for  the  larger  proprietors  but  misery,  and  for  the  rest 
gration,  which  has  already  taken  place  to  a  great  exi 
all  the  islands.  Much  of  this  is  undoubtedly  to  be 
buted  to  the  hallucination  of  adventure,  escited  by  the 
sent  state  of  the  Peloponnesus ;  but  a  suddeu 
sale  for  our  produce  would  go  near  to  depopulate  this  isl 
for  the  whole  of  our  peasants  are  proprietors,  nod 
returns  of  their  land  are  not  immediate  they  starve. 
the  objection  of  your  miijesty's  ministers  to  a  reduci 
of  the  duty  no  longer  holds  good:  pureha.ser«  have  disap- 
peared from  the  market.  It  is  true  that  we  have  not  yet 
suffered,  but  we  have  the  strongest  reason  to  beheve, 
unless  the  duty  is  immediately  lowered  we  shall  suffer 
there  will  be  evident  loss  also  to  your  majesty's  txei 
Such  being  the  case  tlie  coming  winter  threatens  to  ba 
of  woe  to  this  island." 

This  enormous  increase  in  the  produce  of  Cepbaloaim 
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was  the  result  of  Charles  Napier's  goverament ;  of  his  road- 
making,  and  teaching  of  tlie  peasants  how  to  prop  tlieir 
luountaiii  terraces  and  bring  rocky  land  into  cullivnlion :  in 
fine  those  very  measures  which  Sir  F.  Adam  was  treating  as 
oppressive  from  a  base  fear  of  Capo  d'Istria.  Let  the  fate 
of  this  petition  speak  for  the  protecting  care  of  the  two  men. 
The  copy  of  it  was  thus  endorsed  by  Charles  Nupier  in 
1831.  ■'  This  memorial  was  written  by  me  for  the  people  of 
Oephalonia  at  the  request  of  the  regent,  and  the  large 
growers  of  fruit:  they  were  much  pleased,  and  it  would 
have  had  the  aignnlures  of  erery  man  in  Cepbalonia,  but  it 
v-as  stopped  by  Sir  F.  Adam,  who  told  them  he  would  get 
the  lax  repealed.  This  was  in  l«y«,  nnd  now  in  18^1  the 
tax  still  continues!  The  truth  is  Sir  Frederick  well  knew 
■who  was  the  author,  and  it  gave  too  much  satisfaction  to  the 
lieople  to  give  any  to  him." 

All  this  ncghgence  and  folly  and  foul  government,  caused 

great  suffering  and  increased  emigration :  it  cast  a  blight 

the  rising  prosperity  and  tlie  hopes  of  the  islanders, 

ifa  has  rendered  them,  especially  in  Cephalonia,  discon- 

'^ftanted  ever  since.     Cepbalonia  has  indeed  been  pronounced 

tn   eescntially  rebeUious    community,    the    Ireland    of  the 

Ionian  stAtes :  it  was  not  so  under  Charles  Napier,  nor  when 

I,ord  Seaton  ruled  tlie  islands.     But  deeply  as  the  Resident 

It  his  wrongs,  it  was  for  the  public  more  tban  himself,  and 

all  imaginable  dihgence  imd  honest  purpose,  he  strove 

te  render  the  new  system  as  little  pernicious  as  possible. 

Those  measures  which  be  had  still  permission   to  control 

hn  directed  to  good ;  where  the  system  controlled  him  he 

KoURht  to  enlighten  the  Corfu  government  as  to  the  true 

mierests  of  tlie  people,  and  with  lliat  view  early  in  16i!0 

^(imposed  the  subjoined  state  papers. 

"Meuoib  on  the  Finances  of  the  Ionian  Islands. 

"The  vast  resources  of  these  islands  compared  with  their 

finwicittl  difficulties  has  made  me  reflect  upon  the  matter. 
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that  so  far  as  my  power  extends  I  may  not  mid  to  diSctilties 
iictually  existiug,  and  those  rapidly  approaching.  These 
difBculUos  spring  from  two  causes — the  first  being  llie 
extravagance  of  the  Ionian  government;  the  second  the 
burthen  laid  on  the  island  treasury  by  tlie  BrituJi  gov^ru- 
ment. 

"  In  considering  the  first  the  following  distinct  brsncfacB 
are  presented. 

"  1°.  Tlie  extravagaQt  system  arisen  from  the  constin 
established  by  -Sir  Thomas  MaiUand,  and  nhich  no  1 
high  commissioner  can  alter. 

"  2".  The  extravagant  mode  in  which  Sir  Thomas  gs«e 
effect  to  his  extravagant  constitution :  it  was  said  to  be 
necessary  to  his  system,  but  in  my  opinion  was  not  so.  His 
economy  was  had,  positively  bud  in  itself,  ihongb  compared 
with  Adam's  it  was  admirable,  but  bad  were  the  means 
employed  to  give  it  effect. 

"  3".  Sir  F.  Adam's  greater  extravagance,  which  is  abeo- 
lulety  ruinous,  and  of  incalculable  evil  to  Zaute  and  Cepha- 
lonia,  by  draining  the  specie  from  those  islands  to  expend  in 
Corfu.  The  people  of  the  latter  are  thus  supported  by  on 
aot  of  injustice  to  the  former;  and  yet  without  desirable 
advantages  to  the  CorfioCes ;  for  as  Uiey  gain  their  man^ 
without  enterprize  or  industry,  so  they  continue  idle  and 
uaprosperouB,  trusting  to  Cephalonia  and  ZaoM  e 
did  to  her  Indian  possessions. 

"  These  three  branches  of  the  first  cause,  require  ei 
distinct  examination;  they  are  of  the  rilts  which  swell  t 
torrent  of  oxpence  now  threatening  ruin  to  the  islands,  and 
which  Sir  Frederick  is  vainly  striving  to  oppose  with  acts 
of  ptirhament,  estimates,  and  other  things  equally  futile. 
Amongst  these  are  tlie  proceedings  in  the  couru  of  juslioe: 
a  strange  assertion,  hut  to  be  proved  in  its  proper  place.  It 
shall  be  shewn  also,  that  Sir  Frederick's  ill  suooeas  is  to  be 
wholly  attributed  to  a  mistaken  view  of  the  subject  nndci 
consideration.    He  has  been  unable  to  trace  effects  to  oati«tik 
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1  by  trying  to  deal  with  tbe  former  instead  of  llie  latter, 

B  been  overwlielmed  while  striving  for  pood. 

^'"SirTbomaa  Maitland's  constitution  stands  first  for  in- 

tigattoD.      The  islands  (^oiilain  altogether  a  population 

)oat  equal  to  a  tbird-claaa  city  of  England,  which  is,  or 

My  bo  well  ruled  by  a  mayor  and  corporation ;  and  surely 

Ehis.  not  exceeding  population  of  the  islands  divided  into 

seven  parte  might  be  ruled  by  a  small  municipal  body  in 

each.     But  as  these  islands  are  lorn  by  factions  exactly  as 

they  were  in  ancient  days,  to  this  municipal  body — here  called 

tbe  '  Regent  and  Municipality,'  has  been  added  a  command- 

mt  from  the  ruling  nation,  called  by  Sir  Thomas  Mailland 

'The  Resident  of  the  Lord  High  Commissioner."     So  far 

U  was  good,  cheiip  and  practical ;  but  more  was  re- 

mred  to  unite  the  seven  states'  governments,  each  supreme 

island.     Every  paramount  nation  has  always  ap- 

iBinted  its  own  chief,  ours  is  called  lord  high  oommissiooer, 

Ph)  combine  check  and  overrule  the  local  governments  and 

Bommondants  of  each  island.     This  also  was  wise  cheap 

HDd  simple,  and  in  this  siAte  Maitland  found  the  islands. 

He  was  certainly  a  man  of  talent,  and  it  is  difficult  to  un- 

tand  why  lie  altered  the  system.     A  ehuoge  of  name, 

a  commandant  to  resident,  signified  nothing,  and  a  better 

mlfttioD  of  tbe  local  governments  might  have  been  neces- 

j  Bsd  good :  but  he  altered  the  system  of  general  govem- 


'' Instead  of  retaining  the  old  form  of  lord  high  commis- 
ler,  or  what  was  better  understood  by  these  people,  general 
nmnnding,  with  a  council  of  seven — one  from  each  island, 
1  his  mihtary  and  civil  secretaries,  he  made  a  constitu- 
I,  »ith  a  senate,  a  legislative  assembly,  an  ecclesiastical 
_  ttblieJiment,  and  a  temporary  judicial  establishment. 
Ifuaee  are  nothing,  and  however  ridiculous  tbe  pomposity 
o!  Rolling  his  council  a  senate  might  appear  to  tbe  English, 
*nd  10  tbe  acute  satirical  natives,  there  was  no  barm  :  but 
ihy  give  them  enormous  pay,  exceeding  tbe  private  fortunes 
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of  the  richoat  inhnbitaiits  ?  Whv  appoint  n  legislative 
assembly  rilso,  wiih  enormous  pay  ?  tbat  is,  enormous  for 
a  body  wbich  sbould  bave  bad  no  existence.  A  purlia- 
ment  for  these  suites  Is  expensive  and  njiscbievoiis ; 
because  it  is  not,  and  cannot  be  a  represimtaUTc  bodv ; 
because  its  cost  is  beyond  what  tlie  revenue  can  afi'ord, 
and  it  is  ridiculed  by  the  people.  It  caanol  be  a  re- 
preseutative  body  either,  because  the  populntion  is  stuall, 
divided  into  seven  portions,  and  in  each  portion  or  island, 
every  man  woman  and  child  is  of  some  violent  faction. 
These  factions  are  both  general  and  local,  and  the  general 
takes  two  forms. 

"  1°.  The  Political. — Always  the  lonians  have  been  ad- 
verse to  the  nation  ruling  them,  whether  French,  Engflish, 
Venetian.  Turkish  or  Russian  :  our  pariizans  are,  our  bayonets 
and  people  in  office — we  have  no  other.  A  Greek  serves 
whoever  pays  him,  and  while  you  pay  he  may  be  trusted. 
But  there  are  French,  English,  and  Russian  factious,  and  nil 
violent.  The  English  are  most  powerful  because  holding  the 
treasury ;  for  there  are  very  few  Gieeks  who  would  not  assas- 
sinate the  head  of  his  own  party  for  a  dollar :  they  are  lo 
be  pitied  for  this  demoralization,  but  it  is  a  fact  to  be  guarded 
against,  though  not  to  he  cast  in  tbnir  teeth. 

"2".  Inland  Fintionit.—The  islands  of  CorAi,  Znnle. 
and  Cephalonia,  detest  each  other :  nothing  would  be  more 
acceptable  lo  each,  than  an  expedilion  to  destroy  man. 
woman  and  child  of  the  other  islands.  Then  comti  their 
several  local  factions,  springing  from  ancient  feuds  between 
old  famihes,  or  feuds  between  villages  about  boundaries:  and 
there  are  minor  feuds  about  lawsuits,  and  in  all  tlie  viole 
is  so  great  that  the  presence  of  troops  alone  prevents  h 
shed.  Hardly  a  man  exists  who  would  not,  if  he  d 
his  enemy  to  deatli ;  and  as  we  prevent  open  violence  i 
seek  revenge  by  perjury,  when  opportunity  offers.  En 
lions  there  are,  but  only  three  have  come  to  my  knowli 
in  a  tan  years'  residence  amongst  them.     How  coo  snl 
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population  havp  a  renl  representation  ','  Moreover  tlie  par- 
liament is  viriiinlly  nomintttfid  by  the  lord  high  commis- 
sioner — that  is  the  only  good  part :  bnt  it*  he  is  to  form  it 
of  his  creatures  why  hiive  it  ?  Let  him  rule  alone,  or  with 
a  council ;  ihnt  would  please  the  Greeks,  for  they  know  and 
say  they  cannot  have  a  real  representation,  and  ridiuiile  the 
expensive  mummery. 

"  Eceleniatlical  eslablinhment. — This  may  be  necessary, 
vet  is  on  su  had  a  footing  it  would  take  volumes  to  expose 
its  defects.  I  know  how  all  ecclesinstieal  expence  to  the 
revenue  coulJ  he  saved,  having  had  all  convent  aOTairs  of 
tluB  island  in  my  hands  for  six  years:  yet  in  vain  have  I 
shewn  to  the  governnicut  the  loss  it  sustains  under  the 
present  system. 

"  Judicial  t'KliihliKhment. — 111  regulated  and  expensive. 
A  new  system  is  threatened  :  will  it  be  better  ?  I  suspect, 
reasoning  from  analogy,  that  it  will  be  worse.  However  I 
ts>  no  advocate  for  saving  here,  but  wish  the  vast  snms 
expended  should  produce  proportionate  effect.  Sir  Frede- 
nck  is  eompleijsly  lawyer-ridden  by  the  supreme  council  of 
jnstiae.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  is  an  honest  msn,  and  when  he  is 
present  things  go  on  with  some  safely  ;  but  when  absent  the 
bit  is  clapped  into  Adam's  mouth,  winkers  on  his  eyes,  and 
the  Greek  memhei-s  ride  their  own  pace.  What  safety  can 
there  be  for  men  when  tiieir  cases  are  judged  from  the 
esuninatiun,  not  of  witnesses  but  reports  of  evidence?  Is 
it  not  a  strange  justice  to  hangmen  on  a  judgment  formed 
by  reading  a  triid  which  acquits  them  !  hang  them  on  the 
verdict  of  judges  who  never  even  saw  prisoners  or  wit- 
nesses !  A  system  must  be  bad  when  a  man  may  be  hanged 
by  judges  in  whose  presence  he  never  stood  ! 

"  There  is  also  auother  strange  part  of  our  judicial  sys- 
tem. Proceedings  are  carried  on  in  the  Italian  laugiii^e, 
and  peasanla,  speaking  only  Greek,  hear  their  lives  or  deaths 
disouEsed  witliout  comiirehending  a  word.  All  the  wretch 
JtoowB  is  dial  Ijis  lawyer  Cunts  rouud  at  last  and  telJs  him 
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lie  is  to  be  hanged.  The  horror  of  this  can  only  be  fnllv 
estitaated  by  those  who  know  the  virulence  of  fardon  in 
these  islands :  but,  the  e\*ils  are  too  numerous  to  stale  here, 
it  is  an  Augean  stable,  and  Adam  is  no  Hertnles. 

"  Sir  Frederick  multiplier  checks  upon  small  offenden, 
but  spares  the  greater;  and  in  two  years  we  have  had  thne 
complete  chaoges  of  system  in  our  judicial  and  executive 
police  :  the  lust  by  far  the  worst !  Our  smaller  tribunals  and 
pohce  hardly  know  the  details  of  one  system  when  om 
comes  another:  acts  of  parliament  are  sent  forth  In  such 
quantity  as  to  be  a  pubUc  amusement.  All  this  causes 
expence,  do  one  fears  punishment,  and  the  supreme  council 
secures  injustice  and  extravagance.  Mr.  Eirkpotrick,  the 
head,  is  exonerated  ;  he  is  an  upright  man  and  said  to  be  a 
good  lawyer:  but  he  cannot  be  always  present,  nor  always 
prove  malpractices  when  aware  of  them  ;  moreover  the  power 
of  punishing  such  practices  is  not  with  him  but  with  Adam. 
It  is  not  by  exorbitant  salaries  to  the  supreme  court  thai 
justice  is  to  be  obtained  ;  nor  is  a  check  put  to  expeno6  by 
the  new  system  of  referring  all  crimes  to  law :  that  inoreweB 
coat  by  increasing  the  demand  for  people  to  carry  on  the 
law  proceedings.  I  know  what  prejudices  will  rise  up  in 
fury,  when  I  say  the  free  use  of  despotic  power  is  far  prefer' 
able  to  law,  Xay  !  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  these 
Grecian  islands :  yet  I  do  say  it.  Foster  all  institutions 
which  educate  the  people,  schools,  a  free  press.  A*;.;  they 
are  good,  and  they  are  compatible  with  the  despotism  I 
mean :  but  we  have  to  deal  with  an  ignorant  demoralized 
people,  whose  occupation  is  tu  rob  and  injure  each  other : 
— one  fact  of  a  hundred  shall  be  adduced  in  illustration. 
Sixty-five  peasants  perjured  ihemsolves  in  one  day,  to  lake 
the  Ufe  of  a  prisoner,  innocent  but  belonging  u>  another  fiic- 
tion  !  Often  have  the  judges  told  me  they  are  atrad  to  pass 
sentence  upon  direct  testimony,  however  strong,  unless  sup- 
ported by  circumstantial  evidence ! 

"  In  this  state,  amongst  a  people  with  whom  perjuiy  «  » 
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passion,  Sir  F.  Adam's  eystem  of  innumerable  acta  of  par- 
liummt,  composed  with  great  ignorance  and  referring  all 
breaches  of  law  to  the  tribunals,  is  bad ;  it  creates  criminals 
and  increages  law  to  a  degree  that  produces  idleness,  debt, 
misery  and  expence  to  public  and  individual.  A  vigorons 
mler,  studying  tlie  Greek  character  and  the  general  bw- 
barism,  would  bnvo  no  parliament  for  a  cnmmunity  so  small 
and  factious.  Few  laws,  well  composed  and  vigorously 
wtecnted,  would  be  his  Bystom ;  hut  he  would  make  every 
possible  exeriion  to  educate  the  people  socially  and  polJti- 
eailj.  As  to  the  last  we  are  permitted  to  have  one  govem- 
ment  press,  where  to  print  a  book  costs  a  far  greater  sum 
than  to  send  it  to  Trieste  or  Venice  or  Malta:  thus  all 
opposition  is  offered  to  literature,  for  which  these  people 
tliiist,  and  which  might  be  made  a  source  of  revenue.  But 
carried  away  by  my  reSections  I  have  deviated  in  some 
degree  from  my  subject.  However,  I  repeal,  that  the  judi- 
oial  873tem  is  badly  managed,  and  bad  management  is 
apionymons  with  expence.  Our  judicial  system  is  a  failure, 
and  one  without  excuse,  except  the  inebriate  idleness  of 
Uoitland,  who  could  perhaps  have  done  better;  and  the 
sealous  weakness  of  Adam,  who  cannot  do  better :  he  is  a  pilot 
who  in  a  storm  would  abandon  the  lielm  to  coil  np  a  rope ! " 

This  memoir  was  followed  by  another,  extracts  from  which 
ibev  bow  all  authority  was  being  shaken  in  Cephalonia  by 
the  silly  jealousy  of  Sir  F.  Adam. 

The  mountain  districts  will  soon  become  inaccessible  to 
Ibe  civil  power.  The  causes  are  four.  1°.  Barbarism. 
S",  Habits  of  perjury.  3°.  The  new  road  act.  4".  Foreign 
mfluenoe.  Tlie  first  is  most  important,  hut  the  measures 
taken  for  pubhc  instruction  will  produce  good  according  to 
their  wisdom;  and  great  benefit  will  doubtless  result  from 
the  recent  establishment  of  schools.  The  last  signifies  little 
if  dealt  with  wisely.  The  second  and  third  demand  inves- 
tigfttion. 

"Fsgarj  flourishes  eo,  that  social  order  is  nearly  de- 
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stroyed :  no  person  in  authority  can  find  prowction  froinl^ 
inea.  The  peiisantry,  being  iu  clans,  swear  their  clansman 
through  any  difficulty;  and  the  judge  cannot  sentence  against 
evidence.  Constnbles  must  be  foreigners  or  natives.  If  the 
first,  all  factious  join  against  him  and  against  the  lav.  ]f 
the  second,  be  is  inevilnhly  connected  with  &omc  faction,  and 
becomes  a  pnrtizau  with  power,  instead  of  an  executor  of  tbe 
law.  This  evil,  which  is  one  of  the  great  supports  of  fe 
ism,  has  long  existed ;  hut  the  French  and  English  goi 
raents  have  generally  been  too  vigorous  for  tlie  peoph 
tbe  force  of  perjury  against  their  officers  uoiil  Inlely :  iher 
knew  not  their  own  force  until  tbe  new  road  act  taught  them 
the  secret.  For  previously  there  was  the  high  police  power 
to  protect  constables ;  now  that  power  is,  with  respect  to  the 
roads,  paralyzed  hy  tbe  new  act,  which  expressly  deprii 
the  Resident  of  authority  with  respect  to  the  corrie, 
overseer  is  here  considered  of  higher  authority  tbi 
constable:  many  accept  that  office  who  would  disdain 
other.  Yet,  since  this  new  act  the  overseers  have 
hiilhed  and  stoned ;  for  that  act  docs  not  provide  against 
either  process ;  and  not  only  do  the  offenders  escape,  bat 
the  overseer  who  proceeds  against  one  in  any  form  is  imme- 
diately accused  of  some  grave  crime,  and  a  crowd  of  per- 
jurers attest  the  fact! 

"  Thus  taught,  they  are  extending  ihcir  experiments 
to  the  constables.     Should  I  iu  such  cases  use  the  po' 
the  high  police?  I  think  not.     That  powerful 
not  remedy  a  defect  in  law,  which  law  ought  itself  to  rei 
Were  it  one  sohtorv  bold  defiance  of  law,  tlie  police 
could  be  wisely  opplied  in  correction :  but  here  are  m< 
defying,  hut  confiding  in  law  to  protect  them  nnjusUjr  a; 
the  Hgcuts  of  the  lavr  who  act  honestly  in  discharge  of 
Sucb  an   evil  demands,  not  sudden  unusual  police 
ference  hut  radical  legislative  cure.     The  evil  is  tn  tbe 
lection  bad  men  find  in  the  law  for  opposition  to  tlie 
tliore  is  more  safety  in  the  breach  than  in  die  observi 
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An  overseer  oaDnot  do  his  duty  without  danger,  taid 
if  he  neglects  it  the  peasant  ia  idle,  and  the  public  welfare 
suffers:  but  if  he  takes  bribes  be  is  safe:  this  is  exactly 
what  happens, 

"  Bcmedy. — The  first  step  against  perjury  is  to  abolish  ihf 
liiiug  called  the  '  decree,'  mode  by  Tlieotokyundertho  French 
^role.     It  does  no  credit  to  those  who  composed  it,  and  is 
^Hut  worth  comment ;  yet,  asguidingour  judgea,  tbeabohtiuu 
^^pmld  be  beneficial,  seeing  that  a  certain  security  is  given  u> 
^^■^ury  by  the  foolish  tbing.     Perhaps  the  uew  code,  now 
preparing,  will  provide  against  this  evil;  but  the  iramers 
should  be  told  that  po^ver  must  be  given  to  some  man  or 
body  of  men  to  act  with  a  vigour  beyond  the  ordinary  form  of 
law :  for  if  power  of  that  nature  is  not  conferred  the  code 
will  not  put  down  the  evil,  the  evil  will  put  down  the  code! 
As  to  tiie  road  act,  total  repeal  is  the  true  remedy;  but 
as  tltat  is  not  likely  to  be,  those  portions  of  it  which  pro- 
duce  resistance  to   authority  should   be  amended.     Boa<l 
work  is  a  temporary  afi'air,  and  when  completed  done  witli 
for  ever.    Why  then  should  the  Resident  not  be  trusted  wiiii 
power  to  enforce  the  work  ?     Whether  such  authority  as  the 
lleaident's  should  exist  at  all  may  be  disputed  :  I  however 
agree  with    Moitliind,  who   established  it,  saying  the  staio 
of  society  demanded  such  power.     I  told  him  it  was  fireely 

El  by  me  in  the  road  affairs,  as  necessary  until  they 
I  completed;  lor  otherwise  the  torment  of  the  corvee 
Id  lost  for  years :  he  agreed  and  my  opinion  remains 
same." 
an  the  picture  pointed  in  these  memoirs,  be  regarded 
out  indignation  at  the  intbeciliiy  and  wickedness  of  the 
man  who,  from  personal  Jealousy,  thus  pulled  down  the  noble 
social  stnicture  rising  under  a  benevolent  genius  ?  Charlen 
JJtpier  had  opened  tlie  springs  of  material  prosperity  for 

Ily  thousand  people  and  tlicir  descendants,  lie  bad  in 
Teat  measure  changed  their  morals  by  introducing  in- 
lOy,  honesty,  and  useful  knowledge,  where  idleness  vio- 
.  ta 
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and  ftbehood  had  before  prevailed;  and  just  when 
die  li^t  of  chrihxation  was  dawning  on  the  land.  Sir  F. 
Adam  inlarpoeed  the  doll  clond  of  folly,  charged  with 
malignitr,  to  wither  nascent  virtnes  and  revive  sinking 
vicea!  Is  the  vengeance  of  history  safficient  pnnisIuneDt 
Jbr  such  a  criminal  arresting  of  human  progress  ? 
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iocH  expositions  as  the  foregoing  memoirs  present  were  nor 
ciilculnted  to  obtniu  fiivoar,  Qod  tlie  macbintttions  of  llieir 
autliitr'a  enemies  were  now  in  full  activity,  though  not  yet 
Bliown  in  full  dishonour :  meanwhile,  incapftble  of  mean 
feelings,  he  thus  wrote  in  August:  "I  still  personally  bke 
Adnm,  he  is  only  weak  and  misled,  and  under  existing 
circumstances,  as  Pitt  used  to  say,  we  may  go  on :  but  I 
uan  no  longer  do  the  good  I  did  in  Maitliind's  time,"  Thus 
treating  the  past,  and  expecting  no  more  enmity,  his  corre- 
spondence was  as  lively  and  frank  as  ever. 

"  Miss  Napier. — I  have  begun  a  theatre  with  immense 
stones,  falling  from  the  ancient  walls  of  Kranea ;  they  were 
underground,  could  never  be  seen,  and  would  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  peasants.  Their  origin  shall  be  noted 
in  tm  inscription  on  the  theatre.  So  Seymonr  BatburBt 
married :  if  he  gets  as  good  a  wife  as  she  does  a  bus- 
be  will  be  happy.  Being  my  cousin,  this  is  much 
'to  Bay.  Generally  I  have  not  affeiition  for  my  mule  cousins : 
on  principle  I  hate  them  in  a  lump,  but  love  u  few  femab.^ 
ones  ill  practice.  Seymour  is  as  good  as  he  looks,  no 
small  compliment  to  appearance  or  heart.  No  one  con 
say  BO  much  for  me ;  for  though  really  a  right  good 
fellow ;  '  a  moral  well-meaning  man  who  wishes  to  do  all 
for  the  best,'  I  am  so  thin,  so  sharp,  so  black,  so  Jewish, 
so  mscally.  so  knavish  n  looking  sou  of  a  gun,  that  mayhap 
nature  never  turned  such  a  one  before  out  of  her  lathe.  She 
Muld  not  have  turned  me,  the  tools  would  have  been  blunted. 
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Tlie  north-east  wind  turns  south-west  vihen  it  meets 
the  mountains ;  the  thermometer  foils  to  freezing  point  Dndar 
my  look ;  and  wliile  shaving  I  admire  my  own  courage  in 
trusting  n  razor  in  the  hands  of  such  on  ill-looking  raBoal  as 
the  glass  reflects.  Well  Gud  send  I  may  QOt  be  banged,  for 
unless  more  fat  and  less  modesty  comes,  it  will  he  impossible 
for  me  to  assert  my  innocence  at  the  gibbet.  My  borse 
kicked  me  yesterday  for  no  apparent  reason ;  ho  mast  have 
thought  I  was  going  to  steal  hia  shoes.  Give  my  beat  love 
to  lady  Georgina  fiathurst.     Is  she  as  beautiful  as  ever  ? 

"Jan.  ly-'lO. — I  am  glad  you  mean  to  live  a  hundred 
years,  my  wish  is  for  all  I  love  to  outlive  me ;  yet  I  think 
my  hfe  will  last  until  unable  to  walk  without  treading  on  the 
tombstone  of  some  one  dear  to  me :  one  thing  is  however 
certain,  I  shall  never  waste  away,  until  mtmiinies  perspire, 
and  skeletons  grow  greasy.  What  mokes  you  think  I  over- 
work myself?  When  I  reflect  bow  well  England  pays  us, 
my  feeling  is  that  the  account  cannot  be  fairly  balanced ; 
much  less  that  more  has  been  dune  fur  it  than  there  ought 
to  be.  If  those  who  employ  me  are  satisfied  tliat  my  work 
is  enough,  well  and  good;  at  the  same  time  I  hope  ihey 
won't  ask  my  own  opinion  on  the  subject.' 

That  his  career  of  usefulness  was  ended,  be  conld. 
no  longer  doubt,  and  though  hia  strong  spirit  wonli 
yield  outwardly,  bin  private  notes   indicate   that  he 
li'ave  of  his  great  works  as  a  father  of  bis  children.     And 
a  noble  family  they  were  both  as  to  stature  and  propriety; 

L their  cost  would  be  incredible  if  not  proved  by 
documents.     One  hundred   and    tliirty-four   miles  of 
had  been  constructed  over  mountains  as  high  and 
as  the  Cenis;  and  oo!y  twenty-one  miles  were  incoinpfc 
though  passable  for  mules,  when  the  control  was   taken 
from  his  hands.     One  hundred  and  tliirteen  therefore 
fit    for   carriages,    ninety-six    having  been    cut   or    bli 
thi 
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parapets  bad  been  raised,  and  the  wbole  cost  of  this  stu- 

pendoos    operation   was — the  Aogheria    being  set  aside, 

but   BOTenteoQ    tbousand,   eight    hundred    aud    forty-nitie 

poanda !     This  gave  for  the  carriage  portion  an  average  of 

only  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  mile,  iiicluding  bridges, 

uid  small  dwuUinga  of  refuge  for  the  overseers  id  wild  parts. 

.And  10  bis  own  unceasing  vigilance  and  arrangement  the 

ionoiuy  was  due ;  for  labour  and  materials  were  not  cheaper 

Ana  in  England,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  them  was 

His  other  works,  of  great  utility  and  beauty,  are 

thus  noticed. 

■  IH'iH. — The  lighthouse  on  the  Guardiani  Island,  aud 
ftat  of  St.  Theodoro  are  completed,  and  do  honour  to  Ken- 
idy's  architectural  taste:  and  this  year  will  he  completed 
>  rood  up  the  Black  Mountain.     It  is  a  bold  and  magni- 
fieenl  undertaking,  and  if  I  don't  carry  it  on  who  will  7    No 
one !     My  Maltese  colony  goes  on  admirably,  though  every- 
body was  against  it  except  myself.  Curling,  Kennedy  and 
^^KtC^Dihici,  an  island  gentleman  of  talent  bigb  bonour  and 
^^Bb^  property.     My  two  market-places  cost,  together,  less 
^^Hhan  five  thousand  pounds ;  aud  in  the  first  year  revenue 
^^bas  received,  much  of  the  capital  paid  off,   and  the   un- 
^^Budeemed  portion  now  yields  8  per  cent.     Had  my  general 
^^Bj^aa  not  been  rendered  abortive  by  the  Corfu  govertmient, 
a  pier  would  also  have  been  made  at  Luxuri,  where  siiipping 
could  have  rode  in  safety  ;  and  as  the  rents  of  shops  would 
then  have  doubled,  the  revenue  would  have  been  immense. 
^^^Kmnedy    thinks    that    laying  out    many  projects   at    once 
^^nall  induce  government  to  finish  them  :  hut  the  moss  of  men 
^^P#o  not  comprehend  works  until  their  full  effect  is  produced, 
aod  meanwhile  deem  the  labour  thrown  away.     Much  work 
is  lost  by  tardy  completion,  we  cannot  command  the  future ; 
Bad  incomplete  works  are  generally  failures  in  the  end,  be- 
oause  new  men,  from  vanity,  prefer  their  own  projects  to 
fiuBhing  other  men's  conceptions." 
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Noticing  a  transfer  of  the  Custom-house  and  ennitnry 
office,  wliich  lie  had  eflbcted,  and  the  establish tnent  of  n 
public  bakery  to  bring  the  private  bread  traders  to  reasoD,  he 
then  shews, — that  the  first  liad  produced  a  yearly  savinp  of 
more  than  sixteen  hundred  dollars;  and  the  latter,  organizrd 
early  in  1827,  lind  in  1830,  yielded  a  profit  of  Ttearly  five 
hundred  dollars,  besides  reducing  very  considerably  and  per- 
manently the  price  of  breml.  But  the  manner  in  which  this 
last  improvement  was  effected,  id  violation  of  the  dogmas 
of  political  economy,  Viith  a  beneficial  reanlt,  was  after- 
wards made  by  Sir  F.  Adam  matter  of  charge  agatuBt  him. 
as  oppression ;  wherefore  the  answer  shall  be  given  btK 
rather  than  iu  its  chronological  order. 

"  1880.  Sir  F.  Adam.  Kennedy  tells  me  you  were  an- 
noyed at  hearing  I  had  quartered  soliliers  on  the  bakers  at 
Cephalonia  in  I82C: — that  you  said  it  was  linnl  such 
things  could  be  done  withont  your  knowledge.  But  so 
doing  was  only  what  the  constitution  empowered  me  lo 
do:  you  were  not  then  in  the  islands,  and  if  you  lud 
been  there  was  not  time  for  reference.  Under  Sir  Thos. 
Klaitland  1  always  acted  on  my  own  responsibility,  be- 
cause be  told  me  to  do  so :  under  Ponsonby  also,  because 
his  system  was  the  same ;  but  with  you  only  on  emer- 
gence, because  you  did  not  like  it.  The  constitution  per- 
mitted my  action  on  this  occasion,  because  the  Resident 
is  charged  t«  preserve  the  public  peace,  which  was  on  the 
point  of  being  broken,  the  bakers  having  refused  to  supply 
bread.  Two  days  hud  lluis  passed,  when  the  rcj^cnl  pro- 
posed to  me  the  casting  of  the  bakers  into  prison,  acconiing 
to  former  custom  on  such  occasions.  The  popnince  was 
justly  indignant  against  tliem;  but  to  put  men  in  gaol  lo 
force  fhem  to  hake  was  ridiculous,  and  would  have  fsilod, 
as  it  had  ol^en  done  before.  It  vna  at  best  a  bad  exfn^ 
dient,  and  a  severe  one,  whereas  we  wanted  < 
to  check  the  evil  at  the  moment,  and  provido  ( 
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Morrence.     The  permnneiit  remedy  was  the  establialiment 
f  the  convent  baki^ry  without  any  privilege  :  the  expedient 
r  the  moment  wits  to  quarter  a  soldier  on  each  baker. 
"  By  this  two  objects  were  gained : — the  baker  was  pro- 
r  tected  from  violence,  and  the  angry  people  were  supplied 
I  with   bread.     Had  constables  been  employed,    they  would 
have  been  bribed,  been  in  fear  of  the  baker's  feudal  pro- 
tector, or  had  some  relationship   to  him:   thus   the  whole 
plan  would  have  been  defeated,  n.nd  the  people  without  bread 
at  a  moment  of  great  political  diaconlent.  The  putting  bakers 
in  prison  being  severe  and  ineffectual,  while  the  (juartflring 
of  soldiers  was  effecluiil  and  lenient,  and  both  being  con- 
Stjtational,  and  at  the  moment  justifiable,  it  was  right  that  I 
should  choose  the  least  severe  and  most  effectual  measure: 
for  vigour  means  effect,  not  severity.    I  reported  the  transac- 
tion lo  General  Ponsonby,  I  never  have  concealed  any  of 
I  JBjr  acts;  and  always  doing  what  appears  to  me  right,  I 
I  flm  never  afraid  of  respoudbiliiy :    when  the  pubhc   sees 
I  tfiat  no  private  ends  influence  a  man's  conduct,  it  sooner  or 
r  l«ter  bears  him  through  everything." 
I       It    may  now   be   comprehended    that  his   great  works 
k'irere  not  the  only  difficulties  he  overcame,  nor  the  only 
I  Iwnefits  he  conferreil,  and  designed  for  Cephalonia.    But 
f-one  of  his  great  projeels  remains  to  be  noticed,  namely,  an 
Itltteinpt  to  drain  the  historically  pestilent  marsh  of  Eranea, 
KsMT  Argostoli,     Lying   between   the   fool  of  a  mountain 
ttnd  the  sea,  it  offered  no  sufficient  fall  for  ordinary  draining; 
r  Hid  Charles  Napier,  applying  his  own  theory  of  malaria, 
I  jsdgetl  that  the  peculiar  lualignancy  sprang  from  the  meeting 
\  bf  the  salt  water  with  the  decayed  matters  brought  down  by 
I  tile  fr^sh  water  pouring  over  the  raarsh.     Jlonce  to  bar  this 
LJHnctJon  and  fill  up  the  rotten  ground,  he  projected  a  catch- 
1  vaier  ditch,  crescent-shaped,  to  cut  off  the  marsh  from  the 
I  moantatn  waters.     At  each  end  was  to  he  a  tank,  so  con- 
■  tnved  with  sluices  and  aqueducts,  that  the  inicrceptud  waters 
fcrtotild  deposit  their  eorthy  spoils  in  t!ie  tanks,  and  then  nm_ 
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clear  off  by  the  aqueducts  into  the  sea,  beyond  the  meeting 
of  the  salt  and  fresh  waters.  This  deposit,  with  other  ma- 
terials, was  then  to  be  applied  to  the  filling  np  of  the  marsh, 
which,  when  cut  off  from  the  mountain  drains,  would  sooo 
dry  up  under  the  Ionian  sun.  This  noble  project  was  for 
years  continually  opposed  by  the  Corfu  government,  bat  on 
his  departure  was  adopted  in  all  the  details,  and  the  mmt 
of  originality  assumed  by  those  who  had  so  long  retarded 
the  execution:  it  is  not  however  yet  completed. 

In  1880  Adam  projected  a  new  code  of  taxation  so  en- 
tirely unsuitable,  that  the  Besident  of  Cephalonia  agaiD  felt 
it  a  duty  to  point  out  the  defects  as  bearing  on  that  island. 
and  by  an  unsparing  dissection  increased  the  hatred  then 
fermenting  in  secret.  Indeed  Sir  Frederick's  jealousy  was 
so  malignant  that  he  would  willingly  have  destroyed  all  the 
Gepbalonian  works;  and  being  compelled  to  leave  that 
to  time  and  neglect  resolved  to  ruin  their  author.  Ui:^ 
course  of  proceeding  was  very  base,  and  founded  on  false 
accusations  of  misgovern ment ;  wherefore,  previous  to  enter- 
ing upon  that  subject,  it  is  fitting  that  his  own  system  of 
government  should  be  known  from  Charles  Napier  s  notes, 
drawn  up  after  long  consideration  and  experience. 

Notes  on  the  Ionian  Islands. 

"  Faults  run  so  through  all  the  intricacies  of  this  govern- 
ment that  its  frame  is  like  that  of  a  man  broken  on  the 
wheel.  A  lord  high  commissioner,  and  a  president  of  the 
senate,  having  higher  pay  than  the  American  president,  a^ 
not  necessary  for  two  hundred  thousand  souls.  A  legislft' 
ture  of  two  houses,  all  paid,  is  not  necessary.  A  host  of 
secretaries,  all  paid  at  the  highest  English  rates,  are  not 
necessary :  a  general  sanita,  a  general  custom-house  office, 
and  a  general  treasury,  are  not  necessary. 

"  Why  this  word  general  ?  Take  the  sanita.  All  that 
touches  the  public  health  depends  on  the  local  offices  in 
each  island ;  they  cannot  wait  for  orders  firom  Corfu,  which 
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I  also  iat:re(]ib!y  foiilisli.  Two  men  died  of  plngiie,  and 
long  aft«r  iLey  were  buried  came  an  order  dii-eoling  a  pecu- 
liar ireaiment  for  cure !  Answer,  dead.  Some  weeks  Inter 
came  Full  instrucdous  for  burying  ihem!  Answer,  Bodies 
of  plague  victims  are  not  kept  as  curiosities,  they  are  buried 
at  once.  This  geuemi  office  costs  enormoDs  sums :  so 
do  the  others  but  the  name  serves  as  an  excuse  for  high 
pay, 

■'  The  supreme  council  of  justice  is  immoderately  costly, 
and  its  decisions  proverbially  t!ie  result  of  bribery  and  fac- 
tion. 

"  Another  unnecessary  expence  is  having  a  major-general 
find  a  coramandaui  of  the  citadel.  Their  duties  could  be 
done  by  the  lieu  ten  an  I- general ;  or  rather,  a  lieutenant-gene- 
ral should  not  he  here,  a  major-generfll  could  do  the  duties 
of  all  three.  The  lieutenant  general,  who  is  also  lord  high 
commissioner,  has  not  muub  to  do:  Adam  indeed  makes 
business,  but  does  not  do  business.  The  commandant  of  the 
citadel  is  a  farce,  every  one  knows  it  was  made  for  Pon- 
Ronby  :  there  is  no  duty.  Nor  are  a  quartermaster  and  ad- 
jutant-genera]  with  large  salaries  required,  a  brigade-mnjor 
is  suSicieuL 

'■  Now  comes  a  mountain  of  destruction — the  engineer 
i-stiiblishments  civil  and  military-  The  extravagance,  the 
waste  of  tiiis  department,  is  the  subject  of  general  criticism. 
1  will  not  here  touch  on  their  works,  although  those  give 
much  discontent;  and  it  seems  to  me  we  need  no  greater 
works  than  satisfied  the  French  when  they  had  no  fleet, 
while  we  command  the  seas, 

■'  As  to  the  civil  engineer,  to  show  the  knavery  and  folly 
pervading  all  the  civil  public  works  at  Corfu,  let  a  compara- 
son  be  made  between  the  cost  of  the  temple  on  the  esplanade 
of  Corfu,  with  that  of  a  similar  edifice  for  a  lighthouse  at 
I'oini  Theodore  in  Ceplialonia ;  the  cost  of  an  ugly  market- 
place, at  Corfu,  with  a  beautiful  one  at  Luxuri ;  the  cost  of 
^^I^B  per  mile  in  Corfu  and  Cephalonia. 
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"  Now  let  the  principleB  of  action  in  each  island  be  com- 
pared. 

"  Sir  P.  Adam  hns  adopted,  it  is  said  by  tlie  ndvice  of 
Mr.  Bttynes  secretiiry  to  the  senate,  the  imbecile  principle, 
that  the  gOTemmeat  is  to  examine  and  decide  npon  nnd 
direct  nil  things,  all  details.  This  ia  an  old  stupid  theory  of 
all  weak  heads :  '  maintnining  the  chain  of  authority.'  This 
maxim  baa  been  bandied  down  from  fool  to  fool  for  btin- 
droda  of  years ;  and  for  the  same  time  ridicaled  by  men  of 
sense,  because  a  more  complete  fallacy  never  danced  a  maxe 
in  a  wiitol's  brains.  Everything  is  to  emanate  from  ihe 
head,  like  rays  from  the  sun,  quere,  tbe  fool's  fnco 
top  ?  The  chain  of  responsibiJily  is  lo  bo  preGerved. 
if  the  head  is  bad?  F.h  I  Tbon  the  emanations  wiU< 
bad.  Tbe  bead  sbould  control  on  general  pnndptes, 
direct  everything  in  detail. 

"  The  local  governments  are  not  extravagant,  that  of  Ce- 
pbalonia  does  not  take  more  than  four  shillings  a  head,  bnt 
the  general  government  adds  ten  shillings  more,  and  nn- 
necessarily.  Lately  also  tbe  parliament  has  thrown  tbe 
convent  funds  into  the  general  treasury;  yet  these  fiuida 
are  the  private  property  of  the  island,  an  accumulaUon  of 
religious  gifis  and  legacies !  Sir  Tbomos  Maitland  would 
not  suffer  this  when  it  was  proposed;  Sir  Frederick  has 
done  so,  to  the  great  discontent  of  the  Cephalonian  people. 
Tliose  hmds  were  previously  left  to  tbe  disposal  of  the  Bed- 
dent  and  the  regent.  I  was  able  to  do  much  good  wiUi 
them,  having  first  so  regulated  the  collection  of  coovml 
renis  as  to  increase  tbe  funds  very  greatly.  They  are  now 
taken  away. 

"  No  stale  can  avoid  ruin  that,  from  a  revenue  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  thousand  pounds,  appropriates  fifty  thoosand 
for  troops,  ships,  and  fortifications;  and  fltU-scven  tliousaiKi 
pounds  for  a  civil  list:  and  be  it  home  in  mind  that  ihe 
taxes  cannot  be  inereaaed  in  the  islands,  beoansc  the  {>upu* 
hition  would  emigrate  to  Greece.   The  poor  mau  goes  to 
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Brit ;  the  rich  roan  because  labour  would  become  too  costly 
for  him  at  home,  in  confiequenee  of  the  emigration  of  the 
labourer.  Why  should  they  be  taxed  to  pay  a  lord  high 
commissioner  six  thousand  a  year,  and  twelve  hundred  to  a 
coadjutor  with  the  title  of  highness  ;  a  thousand  to  a  major- 
general  ;  three  hundred  to  a  commandant  of  the  citadel ;  to 
tlie  senators  seven  hundred  a  year ;  and  to  members  of 
parliament  one  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  a  year,  when 
there  is  no  necessity  for  any  parliament  ?  Why  should  thev 
pay  for  two  magnificent  palaces  for  the  lord  high  commis- 
sioner, within  gun-shot  of  each  other  ?  Why  pay  for  the 
lodgings  of  his  highness  the  condjulor.  and  of  the  senators  ? 
The  construction  of  these  palaces  cost: — the  one  about 
forty  thousand  pounds,  the  other  about  twelve  thoosond: 
and  they  are  expensive  in  repairs,  furniture,  &c. 

"  Corfu  is  filled  with  paid  idlers.  The  pohce  costs  four 
thousand  a  year;  that  of  Cephalouia  two  thouRand  eix  hun- 
dred- Corfu  is  the  smaller  island,  with  a  population  of  only 
forty  thousand,  half  of  which  are  concentrated  in  llie  capital 
under  the  eye  of  the  police,  which  has  n  large  garrison  to 
aid:  Cephalouia  has  a  population  of  sixty  thousand  dis- 
persed in  mountains,  and  has  two  cities  so  divided,  by  a  vast 
harbour,  that  two  complete  police  establishments  are  abso- 
lutely necessary.  All  other  departments  of  the  general 
governments  are  in  the  same  proportion,  and  the  govern- 
ment at  Corfu  is  feeble  as  well  as  extravagant,  and  is 
unpopular  in  the  two  islands  of  Cephatonia  and  Zante. 
Keductions  are  wanted,  and  there  can  be  no  personal  hard- 
sliip,  because  all  places  are  given  for  five  years  only. 

"  In  ArgoBtoli  I  tried  to  draw  the  population  from  the 
nnhealthy  parts  towards  belter  air,  by  opening  new  streets 
and  gradually  removing  all  public  offices  to  the  healthy 
parts:  this  has  been  stopped  by  Adatn.  I  planted  avenues 
of  trees,  and  the  general  government  objected  to  the  expenoe 
of  watering  them:  it  was  about  £S0  and  never  came  out  of 

t  treasury.     By  removing  the  custom-house  and  sanitu 
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from  hired  houses  to  public  buildings,  I  made  large  savings: 
this  also  has  been  stopped  ! "     Such  were  Charles  Napier's 
notes :  and  now  it  shall  be  shown  that  Sir  Frederick  has  not 
.  been  accused  of  treachery  unjustly. 

Mrs.  Napier  became  ill,  and  her  husband  was  forced  to 
take  her  to  England  so  suddenly  that  he  left  his  children 
behind.    He  touched  at  Corfu,  and  was  received  by  the 
lord  high  commissioner  with  all  demonstrations  of  friend- 
ship,  his  lodging  being  the  palace.   A  passage  in  the  goTem* 
ment  steamer  was  offered.     Sir  Frederick  went  with  them  to 
the  sea-side,  and  took  leave  with  these  words,  *  Good  bye, 
Napier.     Stay  as  long  as  you  please,  but  remember  that  the 
longer  you  stay  the  worse  for  us.'    Thus  saying,  he  tamed 
to  render  it  the  kiss  of  Judas.     For  first  he  stopped  all 
the  works  of  Cephalonia,  and  then  removed  the  Maltese 
colony,  planted  with  such  care,  to  Corfu,  where  it  was  not 
wanted,  and  that  he  did  when  final  success  in  Cephalonia 
was  certain  :  thus  stamping  out  the  glowing  spark  of  agri- 
cultural knowledge !     Mr.   Curling  offered  to  continue  ii 
at  no  more  cost  than  one  hundred  pounds  yearly,  with 
the  certainty  that  in  four  years  it  would  make  enormons 
returns,  besides  the  moral  advantages  of  increased  comforts 
and  improvement  in  the  character  and  habits  of  the  poorer 
classes :  in  vain  he  held  up  this  magic  mirror  to  jealousy 
directed  by  folly.     Worse  remained  behind. 

Five  months  after  Charles  Napier's  departure,  a  disturb- 
ance in  Cephalonia  brought  Sir  Frederick  to  that  island-  I' 
had  arisen  from  a  belief,  propagated  by  Russian  agents,  i^^^ 
Adam's  new  and  foolish  code  was   designed   against  tli^^>^ 
religion ;  and  one  mode  of  showing  their  discontent  ^^ 
refusing  to  sign  an  address  to  the  king  on  his  accession. 
Sir  Frederick  publicly  acknowledged  in  the  island,  that  this 
religious  fear  was  the  cause,  and  he  sought  to  remove  it:  but 
to  the  secretary  of  state  he  said  it  arose  from  what  he  called 
Colonel  Napier's  oppressive  and    illegal  conduct,  and  his 
means  were  base  as  his  end  to  give  that  charge  plausibility- 
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WctioDRrJes  of  tbe  general  government  used  bis  name  lo 
stimulate  tbe  people  to  accusauons ;  Sir  Frederick  himself, 
in  a  piiblio  address,  expressed  his  surprize  that  chiirges  bad 
not  been  hefqre  made  against  tbe  absent  Resident;  and  lo 
give  assurance  of  bis  real  design,  embodied  in  a  letter  to 
tbe  secretary  of  siale  specific  accusations,  saying  tbe  absent 
Resident  bad  previously  completely  deceived  bim,  and  con- 
cealed his  misdeeds  1  Tbis  done  be  seized  bis  public  papers, 
and  would  have  seized  his  private  piipers  also,  if  Captain 
Kennedy,  anticipating  bis  design,  bad  not  secured  tbem  on 
board  a  merchant  vessel. 

Having  tlins,  as  be  thouglit,  deprived  bis  intended  victim 
of  means  to  repel  his  accusations  by  reference  to  orders  and 
reports,  he  told  the  secretary  of  state  that  seventy  serious 
charges  had  been  presented ;  and  tbal  tbe  people  were  so 
exasperated  thttt  be  could  not  let  Colonel  Napier  return.   To 
give  this  monstrous  acousaiion  weigbt  he  bad  recourse  lo 
ft  despicable  deception.     On  first  arriving  be  made  a  public 
speech,  expressing  such  approbation  of  the  Resident's  con- 
duct as  to  call  forib  au  acknowledgment  from  Captain  Ken- 
nedy: aftenvardhi,   when   Kennedy  was  not  present,  he  in- 
^jNghed   against  tbe  Resideut'ii   acts;    and   tbeu  told   tbe 
^^Ptretory  of  stato  that  Colonel  Napier's  bosom  friend  had 
^■■■iked  him  with  emotion  for  fair  dealing:  as  if  there  had 
^^&n  but  one  speech  ! 

^■■Wben  the  accused  man  beard  of  tbe  second  speech,  he  was 
^^■ly  prevented  tVom  going  to  Cephalonia  by  tidings  that 
Adam  was  coming  home ;  and  when  that  happened  he  called 
for  a  specification  of  tbe  ofl'ences  alluded  to.  An  insolent 
reply,  tlirougli  a  secretary,  denied  a  right  to  ijiiesiion  Sir 
Frederick's  conduct.  Lord  (Jodericb  was  appealed  to,  but 
:ifU*r  niiicb  shuffling  was  forced  to  call  officially  on  Adam 
I'or  ihc  charges.     Nineteen  were  selected,  tbe  rest  ncknow- 

fd  to  be  false !  and  those  adopted  so  ridiculous  as  to 
re  no  answer,  ibougli  they  received  one:  three  speci- 
will  show  ibeir  nature.     Fn  the  eight  years  of  road- 
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making  one  man  s  tree  had  been  out  down  on  the  Black 
Mountain  without  compensation ;  another  had  some  stones 
placed  in  his  field ;  a  third  had  some  stones  taken  firom  bis 
field  without  permission :  Sir  Frederick  was  not  ashamed  to 
adduce  these  as  proofs  of  Charles  Napier's  tyranny !  Thej 
were  not  even  true :  they  had  come  forth,  because  Sir  Fre- 
derick had  in  person  invited  charges  against  an  absent  mtn! 
they  had  never  been  before  complained  of,  and  were  for  the 
magistrate  8,  not  the  Resident's  adjudication. 

To  the  secretary  of  state  Sir  Frederick  had  declared  that 
he  would  not  suffer  the  Hesident  to  return,  because  of  his 
past  tyranny;  that  he  was  so  odious  his  presence  would 
lead  to  insurrection.  To  the  notables  of  Cephalonia  he  said 
Colonel  Napier's  rule  had  enabled  the  poor  man  to  obtain 
justice;  he  said  also  that  the  only  satisfaction  he  derived 
from  his  visit  was  the  finding  how  few  persons'  minds  bsd 
been  poisoned  by  the  discontented :  it  was  therefore  do 
satisfaction  to  find  the  poor  protected,  that  was  tyranny! 
The  declaration  was  an  epitome  of  his  government,  which 
was  thus  described  by  Charles  Napier  when  defending  him- 
self from  the  foul  charge. 

"  I  have  ruled  Cephalonia  for  nine  years,  changed  the  fwe 
of  the  island,  encreased  the  revenue  and  established  justice. 
All  I  did  was  approved  by  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  and  all  has 
since  been  gradually,  but  eflectually,  overset  by  Sir  F.  Adam: 
and  this  speech  is  my  reward !     Yet  I  have  neither  done 
myself,  nor  permitted  others  to  do  any  job.     Columns  and 
inscriptions  have  been  ofiered  in  abundance  by  the  people, 
but  were  stopped  at  once  by  me:   the  only  honours  ever 
accepted  were,  some  public  dinners  and  balls,  given  by  the 
towns  of  Argostoli  and  Luxuri  on  my  return  from  every 
temporary  departure.     As  to  errors,  that  many  have  been 
committed  during  nine  years'  ruling,  is  as  certain,  as  that 
night  follows  day.     Sir  Frederick  Adam  has  also  committed 
a  multitude ;  but  where  is  there  one  great  or  useful  measure 
of  his,  efiected  during  his  six  years  of  despotic  rule  ?     The 
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^TyBtom  of  foreign  judges  in  each  isknd  wtis  my  proposal 
to  Maiilnod.  Adam  found  cbe  inlnuds  prosperous,  and  an 
oRoriDous  sum  itj  llie  treasury;  tliey  are  nut  now  pros- 
perrjus,  and  the  poverty  of  the  ireasurj-  is  entire.  Yet  tbis 
man  cuila  upon  the  Cephalouinns  to  compltiin  of  my  rule; 
and  he  expresses  Lis  surprize  iLat  tliey  bavo  not  done  so 
before.  When  uttering  that  word,  be  knew  there  were  not 
half  a  dozen  of  the  large  nssembly  he  was  addressing,  who 
were  not  ready  for  any  nefarious  act  dictated  by  the  interest 
uf  the  moment.  lie  kuew  jilso,  that  most  of  them  were  the 
very  tyrontB  wliose  oppressions  I  hud  suppressed,  and  there- 
fore he  stimulated  them  to  complain.  There  were,  it  has 
been  told  to  me,  some  twenty  charges  immediately  made,  but 
ibey  fell  even  before  him,  from  their  gross,  self-evident  false- 
liood.  When  I  beard  of  this,  my  observation  was.  Would 
that  there  had  been  ten  times  as  mitnv,  for  each  would  prove 
an  act  of  justiee  on  my  purt  for  the  protection  of  some 
Impressed  person,  or  for  the  public  interest. 

B"  Sir  F.  Adam  has  not  behaved  honestly  or  wisely,  to- 
Kds  mc  or  the  public  at  any  time.     He  bad  undoubtedly 
right  to  alter  my  system  of  ruling,  of  road-making,  of 
faoilding.  &c.     I  might  regret  the  hest  years  of  my  life  con- 
sumed, the  vast  sums  of  pubhc  money  uselessly  expended, 
but  could  not  justly  take  personal  offence  at  the  responsible 
chief's  eorrecting  what    bo    deemed  the  errors  of  my  sys- 
tem.    But  when   my  conduct  bad   drawn  from  Iiim  every 
^kind  of  approbation : — bestowed   at   the  very  moment   he 
^^■B  preparing  to  overthrow  my  system  end  publiely  pro- 
^^Km   me    nn    oppressor,  his  wrong    is    apparent.      There 
^E*  many  things    to    quote,  sbewing  my  want  of  support 
from  Sir  F.  Adorn,  especially  in  the  administration  of  jua- 
lioo ;  hut  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  that  his  object  was 
to  crush  me,  nut  to  serve  the  public.     The  teconomy  of  my 
government  wob  in  mortifying  contrast  to  his  estruvagance ; 
its  integrity  also,  for  he  used  the  corv6e  to  build  liis  own 
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house.     To  hold  office  therefore  at  his  pleasure  now  would 
be  a  fraud  on  the  public  and  dangerous  to  myself. 

''  The  Residents  should  depend  on  the  secretary  of  state, 
or  the  commander  in  chief,  not  on  the  pleasure  of  a  lord 
high  commissioner,  swayed  by  Greek  and  English  intrigues. 
The  Resident  who  acts  witli  zeal  and  honesty  is  exposed  to 
the  secret  assaults  of  every  scoundrel  whose  knavery  he  ex- 
poses, or  punishes,  or  even  baffles.  In  my  absence  Sir  F. 
Adam  blames  my  conduct,  removes  me  from  command  after 
ten  years*  service,  and  I  am  quite  ignorant  why !  This  is 
power  not  to  be  given  to  any  man  so  far  from  the  infiaenoe 
of  the  English  government ;  the  more  honest  an  officer  is, 
the  greater  his  danger  under  a  weak  vindictive  character  like 
Adam.  He  is  perfectly  despotic,  his  will  is  law,  there  is  no 
appeal,  his  character  is  feeble,  his  disposition  jealous  and 
insidious :  he  is  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Greek  knaves  who 
excite  his  passions. 

"If  at  the  mercy  of  Adam  I  will  not  go  back.  I  never 
gained  money  there,  the  expences  equalled  the  salary,  and 
that  salary  is  to  be  reduced ;  loss  will  therefore  follow,  be- 
cause I  cannot  disgrace  myself  and  my  station  by  levying 
contributions  on  the  people  for  my  table,  as  has  been  more 
than  once  done  by  Residents :  and  will  be  done  again  if  the 
pay  is  reduced  below  six  hundred  a  year.  The  Residents 
will  then  become  consuls,  and  live  like  consuls,  by  pre* 
sents,  mercantile  speculations,  and  other  shifts,  which  turn 
such  posts  to  profit,  but  are  not  becoming,  not  hont'St 
for  the  representatives  of  the  king  or  his  lord  high  com- 
missioner." 

His  appeal  thus  pressed  on  Lord  Goderich  could  no  longer 
be  neglected,  when  in  addition  he  asserted,  what  was  true, 
that  the  regent  of  Cephalonia,  a  Greek,  had  been  menaced 
with  loss  of  his  high  office  if  he  did  not  get  up  accusations 
against  the  late  Resident!  Sir  Frederick's  reply  to  tlie 
secretary  of  state  was  so  shamelessly  absurd,  that  no  man, 
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unless  sure  of  his  judge,  could  eo  recklessJy  have  perilled 
bis  cause. 

He  said  "  The  people  had  heen  nearly  driven  to  rebellion 
by  oppressions  which  had  been  hidden  from  the  govera- 
ment."  This  was  impossible,  seeing  that  the  highest  offices 
at  Corfu  were  filled  by  Ccpbalonlans ;  and  Sir  Frederick  bad 
visited  Ceplialonia  frequently  during  the  Resident's  absence, 
as  well  as  when  be  was  present:  but  in  fact  every  occur- 
rence had  been  constantly  reported,  be  had  as  constantly 
accorded  bis  approbation,  and  it  was  to  stiSe  that  proof  ttiat 
he  had  seized  the  Resident's  papers. 

He  said  "  That  be  found  the  people  in  a  dangerous  state 
of  exasperation  when  he  reached  Cephalonia,  because  of  the 
late  Resident's  tyranny ! "  Strange  that  an  impulsive  vehe- 
ment people  like  the  Greeks,  who  had  before,  on  every 
return  of  this  tyrant  from  temporary  absence  greeted  him 
with  lurtiulluous  joy,  should  resen'e  their  exasperation  until 
five  months  after  his  final  departure!  The  proof  adduced  of 
this  exasperation  was,  that  they  had  refused  to  sign  a  loyal 
address  to  the  ting  on  his  accession  to  tlie  throne ;  the  fact 
being,  that  their  refusal  was  founded  on  a  faeUef  that  Sir 
Frederick's  new  code  was  designed  to  change  their  religion. 

He  said  "  He  had  learned  that  tlie  late  Resident  sus- 
pended the  act  abolishing  the  con'^e,"  The  answer  was. 
Colonel  Napier  had  left  tlie  island  before  that  act  was  even 
promulgated ! 

He  said  that  "  Priests  bad  been  made  to  work  on  the 
roads  in  their  religious  vestments."  Answered,  "  It  is  not 
true." 

He  said  "  He  bad  called  on  Captun  Kennedy  to  defend 
Colonel  Napier's  conduct,  and  bad  given  him  full  opportu- 
nily  ;  tliat  he  was  present  when  the  speech  imputing  offences 
to  tlie  latter  had  been  delivered,  and  had  with  much  emotion 
expressed  his  satisfaction."  Answered,  "  Not  Kennedy  but 
ihe  man  accused  should  have  been  called  upon."  Kennedy 
however  declared,  that  he  himself  was  never  called  upon. 
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wns  not  present  at  tho  delivery  of  that  BpDecli,  never  ex- 
pressed sausfuclion;  and  the  only  emotion  he  experienced 
wtta  indignaLioQ  at  tLe  injustice  of  Sir  F.  Adam  I" 

He  said  "  That  sixty  or  seventy  tiomploints  Iind  been 
nmde,  tliough  only  nineteen  were  transmiitod,  several  of 
which  shewed  a  total  deviation  from  the  law,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  private  individuals."  These  were  proved  hy 
public  docoments  to  be  false,  and  so  ridioutuusly  flimsy 
as  to  be  liamiless  if  true. 

He  said  "  The  corvee  had  been  so  oppressively  enforoed 
as  to  produce  dangerous  discontent."  The  anawer  was  "En- 
forced on  the  rich  as  well  as  on  the  poor,  and  the  former  art 
the  discontented  complainants ;  they  were  made  to  pay,  Ihf 
poor  were  made  to  work  :  what  the  rich  wanted  was  to  evade 
both  work  and  payment,  according  to  previous  custom. 
WTiy,"  it  was  asked  by  the  accused  man,  "  did  he,  with 
these  opinions,  continue  to  express  the  warmest  approval  U} 
to  the  moment  of  my  departure,  even  at  Corfu  ?  "  But  wen 
the  people  discontented  ?  Formerly,  said  a  peasant,  it  tool: 
me  two  days  to  go  to  Argostoli,  now  I  go  and  return  in 
one  1     Was  this  discontent  ? 

Adam  said  "He  had  made  no  charge  agiuDst  the  Be- 
sident,  it  was  the  people  who  had  done  so;  they  were  ob 
the  point  of  insurrection  from  oppressions,  and  he  could 
not  wait ! "  Could  not  wait  to  inquire  and  act  with  jusUoe' 
Yet  this  extreme  exasperation  of  a  whole  people,  who  were 
by  him  publicly  stimulated  to  complain,  condetised  iUoti 
like  steam  uuder  cold,  to  the  nineteen  ridiculous  | 
already  exposed,  which  were  in  fact  against  orera 
clerks,  not  against  the  Resident! 

He  said  "  No  man  could  have  had  a  stronger  dedn 
than  himself  to  jusliiy  Colonel  Napier."  Yet  he  hud  in- 
vited charges,  and  in  an  official  communication  embodied 
all   these  self-evident  falsehoods! 

He  said  "  That  to  re-appoint  Colonel  Napier  Resident  uf 
Cephalonia  would,  liom  his  onpopulaiity,  produce  seiioDi 
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consoqueDcos."  The  answer  was,  He  had  mistaken  the 
whoop  of  a  faction  for  the  voice  of  the  people— the  howl  of 
the  wolves  for  the  blcaUug  of  the  sheep.  Had  testimonies 
of  popularity  been  valued  by  Charles  Napier,  he  could 
haTe  obUtined  abundance  of  such  Liliputian  honours. 
such  Corinthian  brass,  more  precious  than  gold.  Never- 
theless he  had  some.  Crowds  of  all  ranks  had  attended 
him  on  his  departure  to  the  ehore  with  every  demonstration 
of  regard:  and  the  Cephaloniaus  in  Uie  Greek  army  liad 
sent,  when  expecting  him  to  take  the  command,  an  offer 
to  become  hia  body-guard.  To  this  may  be  added  the  re- 
markable fact,  that  when  he  had  quitted  Cepholonia  for 
ever,  the  Greek  peasants  voluntarily  cultivated  a  small  piece 
of  land  left  by  him  uncored  for,  and  transmitted  yearly  the 
value  of  the  produce,  their  names  and  numbers  being  kept 
secret!  With  a  just  scorn  therefore  be  repelled  the  calumny 
of  unpopularity. 

Such  were  the  leading  points  of  this  injustice,  but  it 
was  in  vain  that  redress  was  demanded  from  Lord  Godericli, 
Ue  indeed  proposed  the  Residency  of  Zanto  as  an  amend  : 
but  though  Zante  was  considered  the  higher  command, 
Cbarles  Napier  said  his  character  was  to  he  vindicated,  and 
he  would  have  nothing  but  a  restoration  to  Cephalonia 
under  the  authority  of  the  secretary  of  state :  tliat  he 
demanded.  Lord  Goderich  did  not  even  notice  this  demand. 
und  the  wronged  man  was  thus  driven  from  public  life.  It 
VDS  designed  that  he  should  languish  in  poverty,  obscurity 
and  insignificance,  during  the  rest  of  his  life ;  for  whispered 
calumnies  were  continued  from  powerful  quarters  long  after- 
wards, and  with  effect  And  ibr  ten  years  he  remained 
unemployed,  wasting  on  alight  matters,  that  powerful  genius 
which  God  bad  formed  fur  the  support  and  augmentation  of 
a  great  empire.  But  there  is  a  tardy,  mysterious  and  awful 
justice  pervading  human  offuirs.  This  Adam,  then  ao  high 
in  station,  so  arrogant  and  disdainful  of  equity;  he  who 

tlhoDght  to   push   his  victim   down   into   tlie   darkness   of 
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obscurity,  was  himself  tottering  on  the  verge  of  that 
gloomy  descent.  Transferred  to  an  Indian  government,  he 
there  so  exposed  his  shallow  inteUect,  that  contempt  sor- 
rounded  him  in  command,  and  his  departure  was  felt  as  the 
removal  of  a  weight  on  the  community :  his  services  were 
never  more  required  by  government  or  people;  he  lived 
without  notice,  and  his  cessation  of  existence  was  entirely 
unmarked  by  the  public.  Not  so  with  Charles  Napier. 
Drawn  again  into  active  life,  and  though  pursued  to  his 
latest  hour  by  malignant  enmity,  which  was  again  counte- 
nanced by  the  same  Lord  Goderich,  his  glorious  deeds  have 
been  stamped  for  posterity  with  the  applause  of  admiriog 
nations:  and  when  his  hour  for  the  narrow  resting-place 
struck,  sixty  thousand  voluntary  attendants,  with  a  solemn 
reverence  more  impressive  than  the  most  elaborate  pomp, 
displayed  their  veneration  for  a  hero. 
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ELEVENTH  EPOCH. 


FIRST  PKUIOD. 


IViTH  a  sick  wife,  two  children,  and  a  mortified  iliough  un- 
yielding spirit,  Cburles  Napier  now  found  himself  at  the  age 
of  fifty  cast  loose  from  public  employment,  to  live  or  die  as 
he  could :  but  a  few  letters,  going  somewhat  back  in  date, 
will  exhibit  his  vigorous  spirit  during  tlie  struggle  for  jus- 
tice, and  shew  his  character. 

"  His  brother  William.  March. — Kennedy  has  arrived: 
the  new  Resident,  Colonel  Conyera,  was  full  charged  to 
undo  ftll  ho  can  of  my  works  and  could  not  conceal  his  zeal. 

"  May, — What  the  end  of  my  dispute  will  bo  God  knows. 
Meanwhile  my  pocket  is  nearly  empty,  and  I  have  eight 
mouths  to  feed  here,  and  four  in  Cepholonia,  besides  two 
horses  and  two  cows ;  having  ulao  a  journey  of  two  thousand 
miles  before  mo,  with  a  reduction  of  three  hundred  a  year  in 
my  pay :  that,  or  half-pay  at  home,  with  a  journey  out  and 
back  to  fetch  my  children  !  Worse  titan  uU,  I  have  do  home. 
Verily  this  furnishes  food  for  thought. 

"June. — From  Cephalonia  I  hear  that  Adam  has  sent 
Baynes  and  Condosi  to  fish  out  matter  against  me;  these 
practices  don't  disturb  me;  I  was  yesterday  on  board  a 
China  ship  playing  with  a  large  good-liumoured  tyger,  and 
so  I  eau  with  ill-tempered  beasts.  Not  hking  to  affront 
him,  I  could  not  refuse  his  civilities,  and  he  took  n  great 
fancy  to  my  umbrella.  He  is  very  beautiful  and  good-tem- 
pered ;  but  they  thrash  him  when  be  shows  sulk,  and  keep 
his  nails  pared.  A  good  example. 
^  "  Holms  is  doing  Paul.     He  told  me  that  when  he  de- 
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layeJ,  I  should  say.  Why  porsecutest  thou  ma? 
answer  was,  If  the  flash  of  lightniug  were  mioe  alao. 
Yes !  but  without  that  it  wns  doubtful  if  even  the  oriitinal 
interrogatiou  would  move  bim ;  and  thai  it  was  added  in 
Paul's  cose  proves  that,  then  as  now,  there  was  malgrS  as 
well  as  bougr6  wanted  to  monase  men:  pure  reason  woc'l 
reach  the  mark  even  from  divine  Lps ! "  This  Bryan 
Holme  was  the  eminent  attorooy,  a  man  of  imperturbable 
good  tamper,  unbounded  liberality  and  purest  integritj, 
but  somewhat  dilatory, 

"  July. — Much  obliged  to  you  for  the  old 
remember  my  father  getting  the  two  bottles  from  Ci 
Staples,  called  Tacitus:  it  was  then  supposed  to  be 
Noah  left  when  he  got  drunk  on  lauding:" — it,  was  one 
dred  and  eighty-five  years  old !  "  What  are  ministers 
for  Ireland  ?  It  is  nonsense  to  leave  a  whole  people 
vat0  charity.  In  Cephalonia  a  hard  winter  oansed 
distress ;  I  at  once  sent  two  magistrates  to  each 
with  mules  laden  with  com,  for  which  each  village  gi 
receipt,  and  a  list  of  persons  relieved.  A  promise  of 
ment  in  labour  or  kind  was  exacted  from  those  who 
means,  but  nothing  from  the  destitute.  Now  what  has 
doue  in  one  place  could  be  done  in  another;  but  as  the  Irish 
uro  patient  and  obedient  to  the  laws  of  man,  instead  of 
adopting  God's  law  of  self- preservation,  no  exertion  is  made 
to  help  them:  pretty  enconragcment  to  be  good  subjects  I 
There  are  plenty  of  ways  to  help  Ireland  and  thoy  will 
not  try.  I  would  willingly,  no,  unwillingly  subsoril 
there  was  any  certainty  of  the  money  filhng  the  be] 
tlie  hungry  creatures.  I  would  subscribe  because 
accounts  of  suffering  put  me  in  a  fever;  but  my 
dominant  feeling  is  to  stamp  ou  Lord  Grey's  MI 
until  he  does  something  decisive.  Charitable  ^1 
harm.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  reconcile  oneself  la-^ 
expression;  but  tliey  turn  men's  minds  from  the  real 
of  relief,  and  than  those  who  have  power  don't  bnuy 


EPOCH  XI.  PERIOD  I.— ENQI.AND. 


^^^^res,  Diid  trust  to  charity,  and  the  patience  of  the  pour 
^Htfering  creatures." — He  gave  larg'ely. 
^^^^  September. — We   may   say   the   least  blunder  of  tbe 
^UBtiislere  is  their  best  deed.     Wo  are  here  starving  nearly, 
and  in  Ireland  a  ivhole  nation  starves  as  a  matter  of  conrse  ! 
An  old  woman  dies  of  choUc  in  Sunderland,  and  the  world  is 
^^rild  vitb  anxiety  to  know  whetber  she  ought  ti)  have  bad  a 
^Htteter  or — something  else.    Thousands  are  dying  of  hunger 
^^■1  Ireland  for  every  one  dying  of  cholera  in  Sunderland, 
^^TOcanse  what  might  be   done   is   not   done !  and  a  little 
comer  of  a  newspaper  is  all  tlie  notice  taken  of  tlie  wide- 
spreading  tragedy !     Wby  ia  this  ?     Because  tbe  ministers 
know  tbe  famine  there  is  tbeir  fault.     They  are  in  their  own 
way  good  men !     Yes,  hut  tbey  adopt  the  way  of  wholesale 
assassination.     Burke  and  Bishop  were  very  good  men  in 
H^heir  way,  hut  not  to  tbe  Italian  boy.     Nations  want  re- 
^^■Bts,  not  motives  ;  Lord  Grey  has  destroyed  more  subjects 
^Hpui  all  tbe  Burkes  and  Bishops  in  England  :  it  is  dreadful ! 
^^Tbave  just  seen  Uigby  Macworth's  bulletin  of  tbe  Bristol 
battle ;  and  of  his  own  Anabasis  through  tbe  roof  of  the 
mansion -bouse  with  tbe  warlike  mayor:  it  is  hard  to  say 
Aetber  Xenopbon  or  Harlequin  has  the  right  to  claim 
I  hear  nothing  from  that  what-in-the-world-can-I- 
6?  Lord  Godericli.      Edward  Curling,  wbo  has  brought 
ine  my  children,  tells  me,  that  when  he  left  Cephalonia 
>  peasants  had  got  up  a  memorial  to  the  king  to  havn 
9 back:  above  two  tliousand  had  signed  before  be  came 
ray  and  it  was  going  on  fast.     Adam's  satellites  will  soon 
uh  this," — Tbey  did  cruali  it.    - 

"  Miss  Napier.     October. — Lonl  Goderich  tries  my  pa- 
Ho  said  Adam's  speech  was  very  favourable  to  me, 
I  proved  it  by  reading  it  aloud,  with  empbasia  on  tbe 
mdntory  parts  and    muttering  over  the   animadversions! 
I  said,  Lord  Godericli,  emphasis  does  not  change  the  mean- 
ing of  words.     He  is  frightened  by  Adam. 
"  George  Jones,  lt.A.    Uceeraber.— I  saw  Lord  Godericb^ 
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be  **M»g»"*g^«  aasmed  me  that  Adam  loved  me — whom 
Lord  k>v«di  He  chasteneth.  He  said  I  oaght  to  retam 
1E>  Zaa%.  €X  some  ofba  island;  that  he  was  a  common 
fiieai  and  would  make  op  the  quanel ;  that  I  was  too  stiff: 
sdf  with  iheomadsm  in  my  knee  while  he  was  speak- 
In  sheet,  there  was  tins  great  man,  descending  to  coax 
a  pGor  cofeod  to  be  friends  with  a  lord  high  commissioner ! 
Now.  wiken  too  consider  that  I  had,  in  an  old  threadbare 
€fn  my  war  throogh  three  pompons  messengers  and  a 
of  a  semecarr,  yon  may  think  my  courage  was  cooled. 
X%x  A&er  a  fruitless  attack  in  the  morning — being  defeated 
by.  My  hxi  is  engaged,  the  cabinet  is  assembled,  I  waited 
tul  my  kxd  came  from  the  cabinet,  then  stormed  his  castle, 
a&er  standing  a  frill  hour  of  nonsense  said.  My  lord 
BQch  obhged  to  yon,  but  no  power  shall  make  me  put 
m^seif  again  under  Sir  F.  Adam,  or  reconcile  me  to  him. 
My  great  aaan  has  been  played  upon  by  cunning.  Sir  Fre- 
Aeriek  Adam  will  not  meet  me :  Lord  Goderich  replied  to  my 
leifMst  on  that  point.  No !  in  the  present  temper  you 
iR  Kxh  in  it  would  only  make  matters  worse.  If  ever  you 
fttin;  the  picntie  of  a  secretary  of  state,  make  him  pay 
<loQb^«  and  return  half  when  he  tells  you  he  likes  his 
pKtorel  Generals  are  sufficiently  knavish,  but  they  can 
COOK  to  a  point.  Adam  said  No!  but  Goody  Goderich 
will  not  stT  Yea.  or  NaT." 

H£$  ioiss  of  public  position  followed,  and  his  subsequent 
kct^rs  relate  only  to  his  private  life ;  but  ill-usage  did  not 
ala:e  kb  desire  to  serve  the  public.  Being  applied  to 
by  Sir  Janoh^  McDonald^  Adam's  successor  in  the  islands, 
&V  in&?fiBatk>n  as  to  the  character  of  the  leading  men,  and 
the  dmI  state  of  affairs^  he  sent  him  an  elaborate  memoir 
fevva  which  the  fi>llowii^  observations  are  extracted.  The 
advivv  and  infonnaiion  were  however  thrown  away  upon  Sir 
JaBMis^  who  w«s  one  of  those  goose  politicians  that  the 
Wkurs  have  always  been  ready  to  foist  upon  the  public  as 
^swattSs  and  who  are  considered  so  until  they  swim  alone. 
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"  Memoir. — ^I'he  following  persona  are  in  my  belief  honost 
or  clever,  or  both ;  but  being  of  a  race  with  wbom  intrigue 
ia  deep  and  hflbitual  I  vouuh  ouly  for  talent,  I  trusted  no 
man,  and  kept  incessant  watch  on  all,  and  tbey  knew  it:  nn 
spying  bowever  with  anyliiing  but  my  own  sensoa.  To  hear 
of.  or  lo  suspect  aD  abuse,  nifide  me  employ  all  my  faculties  to 
discover  and  remedy  the  evil :  thus  fear  balanced  temptation. 
As  these  men  were  found  by  me  so  I  speak  of  them ;  under 
n  penson  of  greater  ability  they  will  be  better  public  ser- 
vants ;  under  one  of  less  zeal  ihey  will  certainly  be  worse. 
I  am  told  Colonel  Conyere  gives  up  two  hours  a  day  to 
public  business ;  fourteen  hours  a  day  did  not  satisfy  my 
sense  of  what  was  necessary.  Colonel  Conyers  may  have 
ability  lo  do  in  two  hours  what  cost  me  fonrteen  ;  but  if  he 
possesses  ten  times  that  talent,  and  yet  attends  but  two 
hours,  the  men  I  now  think  useful  pubUc  servants  will 
become  the  contrary.  With  a  Resident  of  two -hours- a- day 
power,  there  is  no  saying  what  they  may  prove." — Hero 
followed  tlie  characters  of  all  the  leading  men  of  tbe  islands, 
given  with  racy  humour  and  keen  perception,  but  finishing 
thus.  "  My  object  is  bowever  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
miserable  system  going  on,  and  you  will  soon  discover 
whether  my  judgment  ia  true  or  false,  for  you  are  placed 
behind  tbe  acoues  at  once,  and  no  talent  could  do  witfaunt 
long  experience.  You  will  bo  able  to  obtain  proofs  of  my 
statements  in  a  week. 

"  Miss  Napier. — The  duke  has  reason  lo  be  low,  for  he  is 
the  cause  of  all  tbe  troubles  wliicb  may  fall  on  this  land. 
Had  he  understood  the  English  people,  he  would  have  known 
that  tbey  may  ho  led  even  to  absolute  staning,  but  if 
bullied  will  Inu-dly  endure  a  look  of  taunt  or  defiance.  Had 
he  spontaneously  given  a  fair  reform  England  would  have 
been  at  his  leet.  He  was,  before  that  blunder,  popular 
beyond  any  man  in  the  country:  now  God  knows  what 
will  happen.  I  hate  to  think  of  our  stale  altogetliur,  and 
if  my  wife  were  young  would  go  to  New  South  Wales  (o 
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get  out  of  the  way,  and  rear  young  kangaroos  to  pUy  with 
Susan  and  Emily. 

"  Yes !  I  did  read  Grattan's  speech,  and  nn  admirable  one 
it  was:  Cobbett  says  it  was  the  best  speech  made  in  ihe 
honae,  but  that  Grattau  apoke  it  so  rapidly  the  report«R 
could  not  do  justice.  Oh  the  Whigs!  oh  that  Stanley !  oli 
that  Lord  Grey!  They  are  the  men  who  are  sending  more 
bayonets  and  bullets  to  Ireland,  justice  halting  a  long  way 
arier  military  execution !  God  foi^ve  me,  bat  if  one  did  not 
know  the  king  is  a  good  fellow  himself,  this  is  enough  to 
shake  loyalty  I  Reform  tithes,  establish  poor  laws,  and  drive 
absentees  home  to  do  their  duty  to  starving  labourers;  and 
then  if  outrage  continues  send  vour  bayonets  and  welof 
but  then  they  would  never  go,  for  Ireland  would  be  ^ 
and  happy.  I  am  of  no  party,  but  when  I  sec  ; 
stan'ing  in  the  midst  of  abundance,  my  blood  first  ] 
cold  with  horror,  and  then  boils  with  indi 
said  tiiere  is  over-population.  Mr.  Nimmo,  the  goil 
ment  engineer  affinns  that  he  has  surveyed  five  mllliu 
of  acres,  which  he  will  engage  to  put  into  complete  cultiva- 
tion for  nine  guineas  an  acre,  and  tlie  first  crop  shall  sell  for 
ten  guineas  an  acre !  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  said  every  ncre  of 
this  ground  could  bo  made  a  mass  of  manure !  These  fi« 
millions  of  acres  could  support  fil>«en  millions  of  people, 
and  all  Ireland  has  but  eight  njillions.  Yet  tliey  are  left 
barren,  and  tlie  Almighty  who  has  sent  such  means  is 
accused  of  over-populating!  Grant  me  patience  oh  Godt 
Fifty  millions  could  be  well  fed  and  happy  in  Irelai 

"  I  have  had  ten  years'  experience  in  governing, ' 
sometliing,  and  I  would  stake  my  life  to  moke  every  i 
of  tithes  be  paid  up  to  the  parsons  without  the  aid  of  a 
soldier  or  pohceuan :  and  in  sLi  months  not  a  man  abonld 
Btarve.  Stanley  would  make  blood  flow  to  produce  lowl 
Coercion!  damnable  coercion!  What  has  bees  llie  c 
Ireland  but  this  accursed  coercion,  which  tliese  WhigflJ 
been  crying  down  for  forty  years,  and  now  ci;  ap,  b 
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office !  Had  Stanley  said,  every  parish  that  pays  up  its 
oireors  to  the  parson  shall  be  relieved  from  tithes,  he  being 
at  the  same  time  prepared  with  another  church  establiahinent 
■for  die  future,  all  vouIJ  have  paid  at  onoe.  O'CoDnell  is 
ft-Mlled  a  devil,  but  he  is  duln^  an  angel's  duty,  Fools  thai 
e  WhigB  are !  Can  tiiey  put  down  famine  with  bayonets  'I 
Starve  my  wife  and  children  and  see  if  bayonets  wilJ  put 
me  down,  except  by  death." 

During   his   fruitless   efforts  to    raise   Lord   Godericli'i! 

^Jlaai  to  llie  dignity  of  comprehending  justice,  he  had  lived 
•t  one  time  in  Berkshire,  at  another  in  Hampshire,  in 
Moh  devotiug  himself  to  gardening  and  the  care  of  ihe 
poor.  Finally  bo  settled  close  to  Bath,  and  continued  there 
until  late  in  18-'J3,  His  wife  was  iheu  very  ill,  bis  mind 
harassed,  and  he  narrowly  escaped  death  by  the  cholera,  bui 
triumphed  over  that  terrible  disease.  His  correspondence 
was  naturally  scant  under  ibis  mental  and  bodily  pressure, 
and  the  great  poUtical  convulsion  of  reform  was  only 
watched  by  lilm  at  first,  as  it  were  askance ;  bis  own  aHaint, 
and  the  composition  of  a  book,  exposing  Adam's  con- 
duct, prevented  him  from  mixing  in  politics.  And  soon  a 
t^hock,  the  most  terrible,  nearly  overset  his  enduring  mind: 
>m  the  8lGt  of  July  bis  wife  died,  and  one  extract  from  his 
)»cret,  written  meditations,  discloses  the  internal  struggle 
atilh  terrible  power. 
"Oh  God!  merciful,  inscrutable  Being,  give  me  power 
to  bear  this  thy  behest !  Hitherto  I  had  life  and  light,  but 
now  all  is  as  a  drenm  and  I  am  in  darkness ;  the  darkness  of 
death,  the  loneliness  of  the  desert!  I  see  life  and  move- 
ment and  affection  around  me,  but  I  am  as  marble.  Oh  God 
defend  me,  for  the  spirit  of  evil  has  struck  a  terrible  blow. 
I  too  can  die,  but  thus  my  own  deed  may  give  the  dreadful 
spirit  power  over  me,  and  I  may  in  my  haste  to  join  my 
adored  Elisabeth  divide  myself  for  ever  from  horl  My 
head,  my  head  seems  to  burst.  Oh  mercy !  morcy  I  for  this 
^^soems  past  endurance  1 " 
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He  was  not  destined  so  to  sink,  and  his  stern  resistance 
to  affliction  is  again  displayed  in  a  letter  to  his  sister  Louisa. 

"  September  26th. — ^You  were  quite  right  not  to  marry,  it 
does  not  do  for  old  people  to  begin  a  new  way  of  life ;  and 
this  dreadful  separation !  Merciful  Ood !  it  is  indeed  fearfiiL 
Emily  says  she  knows  well  what  I  feel :  she  thinks  of  tbe 
loss  of  her  aunt.  That  loss  was  to  her  what  the  loss  of  my 
mother  was  to  me :  but  how  different  is  this !  She  has  my 
prayers  for  dying  before  her  husband,  or  she  will  find  how 
much  more  severe  her  grief  will  be.  This  is  a  selfishness  I 
wish  to  throw  off,  but  cannot,  and  grieve  with  weak  unavail- 
ing tears !  I  have  just  pulled  away  the  bullet  that  at  Busaco 
went  through  my  head.  How  little  we  can  judge  for  our- 
selves ;  then  I  rejoiced  at  my  escape,  and  now  regret  it !  We 
know  nothing !  but  we  are  to  act  as  our  consciences  dictate, 
and  take  what  God  sends :  even  my  angel's  death,  the  word 
chokes  me !  is  better  as  it  is.  May  my  dear  girls  be  happy, 
but  I  do  not  expect  it,  nor  feel  sure  that  it  is  good  for  us  to 
be  so :  we  forget  death  in  the  enjoyment  of  life ! " 

He  now  settled  at  Caen  in  Normandy,  jfrom  whence  his 
next  letter  is  addressed  to  the  same  sister. 

"December   21st. — Poor  Amelia  Lockart!    is    she  a 
widow  ?     What  is  life  ?     We  have  here  Bourrienne,  mad; 
Brummel  living  on  charity !     What  a  world  it  is !  yet  it 
is  a  beautiful  world,  though  to  me  a  hateful  one.    I  am 
not  of  Dr.  Johnson's  opinion  now :  I  was  so,  but  have  now 
no  hate.     Still  an  honest  man  should  not  let  himself  he 
crushed  wrongfully,  and  I  will  defend  myself.     At  all  times 
however,  I  loved  those  who  loved  what  I  loved,  and  was  con- 
scious that  I  hated  my  enemies  till  the  cup  was  full  enough- 
Johnson  had  a  base  mind,  he  loved  and  hated  from  personal 
feelings ;  my  hate  has  always  been  against  villainy,  whether 
practised  on  myself  or  others :  to  be  sure  I  was  no  niggard 
of  it,  but  most  surely  it  is  now  softened  down.     I  am  sorry 
you  will   quarrel  with  Lord  Ripon  for  my  sake.     How- 
ever I  shall  treat  him  myself  with  little  ceremony.    H 
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Bnalled  on  to  snswer  an  attack,  said  to  be  preparing  by  Adam's 
fiienda  in  London  and  Corfu  for  ihe  Edinburgh  Review.  I 
will  assail  in  turn,  and  am  so  cool,  so  out  of  tbe  power  of 
beiag  ruffled  by  danger,  that  my  figbting  will  bo  bnril.  The 
fear  of  being  taken  from  my  Elisabeth  to  a  gaol  made  me 
eomething  fearful  when  I  wrote  before  ;  now  I  defy  pi'osecu- 
tiou,  and  every  other  kind  of  contest.  Lord  liill  and  Lord 
Fitzroy  Somerset  behaved  so  kindly  to  me  that  they  are  the 
only  people  in  power  I  will  not  ridicule,  as  far  as  my  talent 

,    in  that  way  goes. 

'*  I  have  been  reading  Whewell's  Bridgewater  Treatise.  It 
is  very  good.  If  yoa  read  it  you  may  pass  all  the  BcienliBc 
part,  which  might  have  been  plainer;  but  he  argues  well  the 
greatness  and  goodness  of  God :  I  like  to  sea  scientific  men 
meet  tbe  attacks  of  science  upon  religion." 
The  menaced  review  was  not  published,  Adam  and  his 

K^ends  judged  it  safer  to  buy  up,  than  to  answer  an  exposi- 

*'tioi]  true  aai  capable  of  expansion  without  loss  of  sharpness. 
Meanwhile  Charles  Napier  remained  at  Caen,  but  not  in 
quiet,  being  obliged  to  direct  part  of  a  family  lawsuit,  con- 
ducted principally  by  his  cousin  Mr.  Charles  Beauolerk 
against  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  the  French  estate  of 
D'Aubigny,  This  seignory,  granted  by  Louis  XIV.  to  the 
Duchess  of  Portsmouth,  had  descended  of  right  to  the  Dukes 
of  Richmond  as  Dukea  of  D'Aubigny,  until  the  French  revo- 
lution swept  away  lliat  title  and  changed  the  law  of  succes- 
sion. Overlooked  at  the  peace,  this  was  now  remembered  by 
the  collateral  descendants  of  the  third  duke,  and  a  lawsuit 
resulted  with  the  usual  couoomilanta:  for  though,  thanks  to 
Napoleon's  code,  the  delays  were  not  inordinate,  there  was 
chicane,  and  greedy  and  negligent  lawyers;  Louis  Philippe 
also  exacted  the  personal  claims  of  tlie  sovereign  to  share  in 
the  spoil  witli  miserly  avidity;  and  when  the  decision  in 
favour  of  the  claimants  was  made,  the  duke  lost  a  great 
deal  and  his  opponents  gained  very  little.  The  affair  took 
Cfaailes  Napier  to  Paris. 
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"  Miss  Nnpier.  JnTniury  I3th,  Paris.— I  am  tiere  on  tlie 
Aabigny  business,  You  say  well  that  changes  in  life  are 
good  for  ua  ;  but  alas  I  know  of  no  change  now  that 
sad  for  me.  except  dying,  the  hope  of  which  comes  aci 
my  mind  like  bursts  of  light  on  showery  da)-8.  Yes  cbi 
are  good  to  wean  us  from  life,  for  wa  must  die.  and  d' 
terrible  lo  the  happy.  It  was  terrible  to  mo  fiTU  montht 
ago,  and  camo  in  the  most  terrible  form ;  but  llie  silver 
chord  has  snapped  and  my  wish  is  now  for  what  tliea 
was  dreaded.  However  ray  children  make  a  home,  not  wiiot 
it  was,  but  containing  beings  to  whom  I  am  nil  in  nil :  for- 
merly, when  looking  down  from  Portsdown  Hill  on  Broom- 
field,  which  contained  my  wife  and  children,  bow  greut  wa« 
my  gratitude  to  God !  My  heart  was  on  its  knees  if  my 
body  was  not.  You  recommend  Charles  Bell's  treatise  on 
the  hand,  it  will  be  a  pleasure ;  Whewcll's  science  alarmed 
many  persons  and  they  would  not  read.  I  am  entirely  of 
your  opinion  however,  that  God's  goodness,  with  events,  htb 
tile  best  studies :  they  ore  his  books  and  far  beyood  Bridge- 
water  treatises." 

Some  efforts  were  now  made  to  restore  Iiim  to  public  life. 

"January  18th, — Lord  Hill's  offer  lo  mo  of  something 
in  Canada  I  refused ;  but  it  was  made  handsomely  in  (im« 
and  manner,  not  to  be  forgotten ;  and  therefore  I  will  never 
ask  anything  from  him  and  Lord  Fitzroy,  beset  aa  the; 
are.  Moreover,  though  willing  to  accept  a  favour  from 
Lord  Hill,  my  admiration  of  him  being  great,  a  favour  bom 
the  WhigB  I  will  not  accept;  tlicy  are  all  thai 
and  stupid  in  politics,  all  that  is  contemptible  and  inoaj 
in  governing;  and  have  generally  no  feeling  but  lova 
lucre,  no  ambition  beyond  making  a  speech  in  parliament  I 
should  be  sorry  to  say  ihut  amongst  them  ore  no  men  honest 
or  good,  but  in  mass  they  are  despicable.  To  do  good  1 
would  take  anything,  though  ambitiou  and  desire  of 
have  passed  from  mo,  and  my  only  wish  is  death;  Uie 
try  might  indeed  be  well  served  by  me  in  tlie  Ionian  Id< 
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t  Uie  thought  of  serving  under  imbocilea  like  the  proaent 
nunisCers  is  hatefuL  To  sene  under  the  duke  would  be 
agreeable,  but  he  has  opposi?d  himself  to  every  just  feeling 
of  ihe  age,  and  a  man  wfao  tries  to  stem  the  feeling  of  the 
world  acts  like  a  roadman.  He  who  might,  and  who  ought 
to  lead. the  nation  is  overwhelmed  by  tliat  nation.     I  detest 

—^bese  men  fur  being  in  office,  and  the  duke  himself  for  buiug 

Kit  of  H. 

^B"John  Kennedy  has  been  all  over  Ireland,  and  found 

^^lat  Lord  Gosport  and  Colonel  Close  have  adopted  the  plan 
ho  is  raving  about,  for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  poor 
and  improving  agriculture,  and  their  success  is  beyond  even 
his  sanguine  cspectalion.  This  is  owing  to  an  admirable 
agent  of  theirs,  a  Mr.  Blacker,  who  has  been  beforehand 
with  Kennedy's  plans.  Their  tenants  pay  regularly,  ibeir 
labourers  ore  happy  and  well  fed :  in  fine  all  Kennedy's 
plans  hiive  been  realized  by  Mr.  Blacker.  He,  Kennedy, 
tells  mc  of  praise  bestowed  on  me  by  Lord  Byron,  in  Black- 
wood, No.  217;  praise  has  no  longer  the  charms  for  me,  yet 
is  gratifying  coming  from  Lord  Byron. 

"  January  2!)th,  Caen. — In  educating  my  children  my  un- 
fitness comes  home  in  me ;  but  I  bear  in  mind  this  rule  of 
my  beloved  wife.  Whatever  faults  a  child  lias,  it  has  also 
plenty  of  rcaflou  for  its  age ;  therefore  reason  with  a  child, 
Rcd  exercise  and  strengthen  its  reason,  and  yon  will  teach  it 
to  govern  itself:  a  little  firmness  and  good  examples  in  your 

own  habits  will  do  the  rest.     E tells  me -she  makes  it 

K  rule  never  to  reason  with  a  child;  but  reason  acts  power- 
fully within  children,  and  is  not  given  for  nothing :  where- 
fore my  reason  tells  me  my  wife  was  right.  Unsparing 
self- ex auii nation  is  however  necessary  to  this  system,  and 
that  with  me  is  neither  a  trivial  nor  an  agreeable  task : 
my  fault  is  acting  from  impulses  of  tamper,  and  a  worse 
fault  with  children  oan  scarcely  be.  I  am  wcU  aware 
my  fate  might  be  much  worse,  aa  you  say,  but  all  my 
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energy  caiiaot  destroy  memory :  tlus  morning  my  pyes 
fell  on  tlie  accouul  of  Napoleon's  bureUnR  into  tears  when 
meeting  the  doctor  who  attended  Joaephine  at  Ler  death. 
What  he  felt  at  that  moment  1  feel  hourly.  Yet  I  am 
cheerful  with  otliera,  my  grief  breaks  out  when  alone ;  at 
no  other  time  do  1  let  it  have  its  way :  but  when  lears  are 
too  much  checked,  comes  a  terrible  feel  on  the  lop  of  my 
bead,  which  though  not  real  pain  distracts  me,  and  my  low- 
ness  then  seems  post  endurance. 

"  That  you  gave  Ripon  a  dose  pleases  me,  for  he  deservi^ 
it;  hut  it  grieves  me  ulao  that  my  quarrel  should  spoil  the 
least  pleasure  for  you,  much  more  a  portion  of  the  greatest; 
for  society  Is  a  great,  and  naturnl,  and  the  best  of  pleasures. 
We  may  diSer  ns  to  what  consiitutes  pleasant  society,  but 
all  who  have  common  sense  must  admit  the  principle.  Lord 
Eipon  will  not  like  your  behaviour.  Moral  cowardice  made 
him  flinch  from  deciding  between  me  and  Adam,  and  that 
same  feeling  will  make  him  worried  with  your  rebuke, 

"  I  will  teach  my  girls  only  useful  things.  French  for 
example,  because  it  will  be  of  real  use  end  it  would  be  pain- 
ful to  them  not  to  know  what  so  many  fools  know,  But  my 
object  will  be  to  teach  only  one  thing  at  a  time,  and  useful 
things  first :  you  remember  my  father  always  said  the 
advantage  of  Scotch  educiitiou  was,  that  it  taught  but  uqg 
tiling  at  a  time.     By  usetiil  I  mean 

"  r.  Religion  as  the  foundatioa;  to  this  I  trust  for 


] 


"  2".  Accounts,  to  teach  the  value  of  money  und  bi 
regulate  a  house. 

"3°.  Work,  that  spare  hours  may  not  he  lost  if  riob 
if  poor  that  they  may  make  their  own  things, 

"  4°.  Cooking  to  a  certain  extent,  that  they  may  not  be  U 
a  loss  if  a  revolution  throws  them  on  theii  own  resounasi 
snd'also  to  guard  against  servants'  waste. 

"  6°.  French,  that  they  may  not  be  dumb 
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land,  wliicli  would  kill  them!  TLese  things  I  cnn  teach 
iLcni,  if  I  live  until  they  are  fourtt;eD ;  then  tliey  shall 
learn  anything  to  which  their  tastes  int^line. 

"  They  tegin  to  make  out  Freucli  when  they  like.  Wnlk- 
iDg  in  the  street,  a  French  lady  made  an  obser\-ution  not 
intelligible  to  me,  but  Susim  whispered,  Papa  I  know  what 
that  lady  said.  What  my  dear?  What  two  pretty  chil- 
dren tljoae  are;  tlien  niter  a  while  added,  I  think  that  was 
a  very  pretty  woman — she  being  very  like  au  ourang  ontang. 
As  long  as  I  live  my  aim  will  bo  to  make  them  religious, 
and  at  my  death  tljey  will  he  with  those  who  will  do  the 
same :  so  they  have  as  fair  a  chance  as  girls  can  have.  And 
as  to  money,  I  don't  want  them  to  have  a  shilh'ng  more  than 
a  hundred  a  year  each,  with  a  house,  and  I  have  saved  that 
for  tliera.  My  hope  is  tliat  they  will  not  marry  brutes  or 
fools,  but  that  is  tlieir  affair,  and  the  future  does  not  trouble 
me.  He  that  sent  them  will  take  care  of  them.  My  desire 
is  to  live  well  while  I  do  live,  and  to  make  lijose  about  me 
as  happy  ns  possible:  but  for  myself  death  is  my  prayer, 
wishing  it  to  come  while  welcome,  rather  than  delay  until 
time  and  rekindling  affections  make  it  less  so. 

"  Paris.  June. — Thinking  it  right  to  he  at  Sancerre  about 
the  lawsuit,  though  feeling  ill,  I  exerted  myself;  but  between 
Paris  and  Fontainbleau,  in  the  night,  was  forced  to  stop  at 
an  inn  and  get  a  doctor.  With  cataplasms  he  subdued  the 
pain,  and  it  was  no  trifle  that  made  me  stop  at  night  in  a 
French  inn :  thinking  however  that  it  was  neitiier  agreeable 
nor  gentlemanlike  to  have  my  soul  jerked  out  by  a  French 
diligence,  without  springs  on  a  bad  road,  I  gave  in.  The 
doctors  don't  seem  to  know  if  it  was  inflammation  of  liver 
or  longs,  or  passing  of  a  gall  slone;  but  it  was  shai-p  pain 
and  my  pulse  was  '  aflreusement  concentre  et  bien  irregulier.' 
The  nurse  near  Fontainbleau  treated  me  as  she  would  her 
own  child. 

"  Caen.  June. — Beauclero  is  very  angry  with  the  duke 
^^;ir  going  to  Sancerre  and  calling  on  the  judges ;  hut  1  am 
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Dover  angry  with  a  man  for  fighting  his  battle  as  be  < 
So  the  CaDoing  folk  are  enraged  with  William's 
As  to  Canning's  character  not  belonging  to  the  histo 
am  not  sure  it  docs,  more  than  Hamlet  belongs  to  ibe  p 
It  would  certainl}r  bave  been  better  bad  he  confined  bims^ 
to  bis  work,  and  said  nothing  about  Wellington,  Napoleon 
and  Soult,  or  the  ambassadors  and  ministers;  tbey  are 
extraneons  to  hia  subject !  What  necessity  would  Lhero  be, 
in  writing  Hannibal's  wars,  to  say  ibe  senaie  and  Hanno 
refused  him  auppUes?  William  would  bave  dune  betti 
have  described  the  war  as  one  in  Auslmlia  between  I 
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Time  and  an  increasing  interest  in  bis  cbildren  weres 
doing  their  work  as  consolers;  tmd  meanwhile  his 
reputation  opened  the  prospect  of  a  new  career  of  u 

"July  1934.  — There  is  an  idea  of 
government  of  a  new  colony  in  Australia,  but  ibero  i 
many  candidates  who  ask,  wHch  I  will  not  ibon) 
should  like  the  thing  much.  The  salary  is  i 
yearly.  Well  done  book,  if  it  gels  this  government. 
delightfully  wo  are  governed  at  bome.  People  abuse  n 
violence  in  my  hook.  Take  a  debate  in  tlie  dignified  houses 
of  lords  and  compare  tbeir  sayings  and  my  wriiing ;  but 
dukes  and  chnnodlors  may  steal  liorses  when  iU-lreatc<l 
balf-pay  colonels  must  not  look  over  the  hedge! — I  will 
though!  So  we  are  such  a  stupid  nation  that  if  Jjiti 
Aliborpe  resigns  we  are  lost!  Oh  dearl  Oh  di 
Punch  sijuonks.  Yea !  Punch  it  is.  Punch,  all  PuDefa,^ 
not  half  so  funny  as  the  old  fellow ! 

"  August.— The  death  of  Lord  Bnthurst,  so  nearly  tt 
anniversary  of  my  own  loss,  brings  home  all  the  wreta 
ness  of  life.  Lady  Bathurst  has  much  to  suffer,  f 
the  best  beloved  is  gone  life  is  not  a  burllieii ;  it  hd 
rougli  days,  its  sorrows,  but  tbey  are  shared  by  oaam 
is  all  in  all  to  usj  and  while  that  one  remains  voj 
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the  rudest  slorms:  when  gone  we  are  wrecked 
indeed!  And  reckless  too,  for  grief  may  subside,  pleasure 
may  sgain  come,  but  hfe  can  never  be  what  it  was.  To  a 
man  whose  fortunes  had  been  ruined,  as  mine  have  been  by 
that  wretch  Adam,  a  beloved  wilb  was  al!  that  waa  left  to 
give  an  interest  in  life,  and  while  I  had  her  I  waa  content, 
— and  now  I  am  so,  for  time  keeps  on  its  steady  course ! 
Poor  Ludy  Bathurst'a  trial  is  equally  severe,  though 
different.  She  had  all  that  fortune  could  give  to  make  life 
agreeable;  now  all  is  useless,  all  vain,  and  the  result,  as 
with  me.  must  he  a  contempt  for  all  things.  She  cannot 
feel  otherwise ;  but  she  has  his  ehildren,  good  and  amiable 
and  worthy  of  her  affection ;  in  them  she  will  find  support, 
for  God  ever  gives  comfort  when  Ho  gives  affliction :  not 
comfort  which  attaches  us  to  life,  but  which  renders  us  able 
to  bear  it.  Among  the  rest  is  the  conviction  that  the  lost 
onea  are  at  rest,  and  can  defy  the  world  and  its  troubles  ; 
for  even  if  there  is  no  future  state  death  still  brings  poaco. 
But  for  those  who,  hko  me,  have  a  full  conviction  of  another 
hfe,  there  is  assurance  of  reunion  which  supports  us  and 
calms  the  heat  that  makes  one  long  even  for  death. 

"  liord  Bathurst  was  sensible  to  the  lasL  That  was  a 
trial  for  her  at  the  moment,  but  now  consohng,  lo  thiuk  she 
heard  his  last  wishes  and  knew  his  last  thoughts;  this  was 
a  comfort  denied  to  mo,  but  all  things  are  as  they  should 
bo  in  this  world:  our  greatest  and  our  least  wants  are 
ruled  by  destiny ;  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  numbered  we 
are  told  by  Him  whose  words  are  not  to  ho  disputed. 
Lady  Bathurst  will  feci  she  has  been  a  good  wife,  and  I 
feel  that  I  was  a  good  husband,  for  certainly  I  adored  my 
Elisabeth  :  yet  every  impatient  word  ever  uttered  rose  up  in 
bittomeas  against  nie  and  well  nigh  distracted  me.  Few 
men  wcro  ever  less  cross  perhaps  to  their  wives  tlian  my- 
self; and  whatever  temper  I  shewed  was  seen  by  the  world, 
for  being  alone  witli  hor  made  me  so  happy  I  was  always 
good-humour.     Sure  I  am  therefore  that  Lady  Bathurst, 
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good  and  gentle  as  she  is,  will  reproach  herself  with  things 
that  she  will  rake  up  to  her  own  annoyance ;  time  will  soften 
this,  but  the  pain  is  very  great  I  am  at  this  moment  par- 
ticularly alive  to  all  she  suffers,  for  her  heart  is  a  kind  and 
feeling  one :  may  God  bless  her  in  this  hour  of  trial,  which 
is  indeed  one  almost  beyond  human  endurance :  yet  we  mast 
endure.  Give  her  my  love  dearest  Louisa,  and  tell  her  I 
feel  for  her  deeply,  and  so  doing  I  feel  for  myself,  oar 
sorrows  are  alike." 
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The  most  sorrowfu)  and  inert  portion  of  Charles  Xftpier's 
lifo  had  now  passed  anay,  and  the  Australian  offer  revived 
his  master  passion,  that  of  being  useful  in  Lis  generation. 
He  was  however  soon  troubled,  and  finally  boftled,  by  per- 
sonal intrignes,  without  which  nothing  affecdiig  the  publio 
interest  con  be  conducted  in  Englitnd :  it  was  a  complicated 
afTair,  but  a  simple  outline  will  suffice. 

In  August  1834,  an  act  was  passed,  declaring  that 
certain  parts  of  Australia  were  waste  and  unoccupied, 
the  natives'  esistence  being  ignored:  wherefore  a  com- 
pany was  chartered  Lo  settle  there,  under  certain  conditions 
as  to  government.  Amongst  tbe  chief  parliomentar}'  pro- 
moters of  this  enterprize  was  Mr.  Charles  Builer,  who 
proposed  that  Charles  Napier  should  ask  for  tlie  governor- 
ship. The  answer  was,  that  from  the  Whig  government  he 
would  seek  no  favour,  deeming  that  government  to  be  at 
once  tyrannical  and  imbecile,  Mr.  Builer  replied,  "  that 
the  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Spring  Rice,  could  not  relimjuish 
the  Qominution,  yet  would  feel  loimd  by  ibe  wishes  of  the 
colonists;  wherefore  Colonel  Napier  would  do  well  to  engage 
tbcir  suffrages.  Colonel  Torrcns,  who  had  been  active  U) 
form  the  company,  was  indeed  canvassing  for  himself;  but 
tbe  most  earnest  and  intluential  persons  inlerestt'd,  wore 
nowise  disposed  towards  him,  and  were  so  towards  Colonel 
Napier."  The  latter  still  refused  to  solicit,  and  as  lu  can- 
.tMBiog  for  personal  favour,  it  was  revolting — he  would  not 
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Colonel  Torreua  has  been  appointed,  vrlilcli  puts  &d  end  to 
my  being  ibe  man ;  Lad  it  been  otberwise,  my  inieot  was  lu 
have  conferred  with  you  on  the  subject  in  Loodun.  If  vou 
think  mj  notes  on  colonization,  sent  to  you,  will  be  of  Berrjce 
to  Colonel  Torrena  lie  is  welcome  to  tliem  :  ho  bits  not,  pro- 
bably, been  so  much  in  the  babit  of  supplying  large  bodies, 
as  I  have ;  and  will  perhaps  believe  me  when  saying,  ibat 
foreseen  difficulties  bear  no  proportion  to  tliB  unforesoon," 

Being  undeceived  about  Torrens  be  went  to  London  in 
August,  and  ibere  received  an  address  from  fifteen  of  ibf 
most  influential  colonists,  again  urging  him  to  solicit  the 
government  and  promising  tbeir  support  He  answered  again 
that  it  was  contrary  to  his  principles  to  aeck  favour  from 
government;  hut  if  a  great  body  of  colonists  thought  him 
worth  asking  for,  and  so  got  him  appointed  be  was  ready  to 
go.  This  did  not  check  their  zeal  and  he  remained  eereial 
months  awaiting  the  result;  but  finding  much  folly  and 
intrigTie  afloat,  without  progress,  be  settled  at  PorlsmoaCh. 
with  a  mind  restored  to  public  life. 

"  November  SOth, — Black  Charles" — Admirid  Napier, — 
"  is  canvaasing  Portsmouth,  and  is  to  have  a  pulih'o  meeting. 
My  going  is  uncortiuo,  as  t  have  refused  to  attend  and  k^ 
silent  if  called  on  to  speak,  I  told  bim  not  to  expect  me 
to  speak  aught  but  my  honest  convictions,  whether  suitable 
for  his  interests  or  not.  He  has  Tories,  Whigs  and  Radi- 
cals to  deal  with,  and  wishes  to  idTront  none ;  but  I  am  dead 
Wellingtonian,  and  for  addressing  his  majesty  in  coDgratn- 
lati<m  at  having  turned  out  the  Whigs,  The  duke  oppow^ 
reform  trhile  it  was  only  a  bill  under  discussion;  now  it  is 
the  law,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  distrust  him  because  he 
was  honest  enough  to  sacrifice  his  power  and  popularity  to 
his  opinions.  Always  holding  those  opinions  lo  be  wrong. 
I  still  say  his  very  opposition  to  reform  demands  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country.  If  the  duke  does  not  Ic^d  ib« 
reformera,  if  he  is  guided  by  those  friends  who  seek'  to  nuke 
him  a  thorough  Tory,  we  shall  have  tniBchie£     The  vilt 
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Globe  BQys  lie  will  be  a  reoegiide :  eluff !  A  renegade  from 
wbst  ?  He  ibought  reform  bad  and  opposed  it ;  dow,  being 
law,  if  he  bos  to  execute  it  be  >vill  act  booeslly  for  his 
coimtT}-.  The  Wbiga  know  this,  tbey  liread  his  being  a 
reformer  and  are  trying  to  bully  him  from  that  course, 
vrhich  they  feel  would  destroy  them  for  evor :  yot  I  own  to 
being  afraid  of  him ;  afraid  of  his  Tory  habits:  if  he  tries 
to  hark  bock  there  will  be  a  row,  it  cannot  be  done ;  if  he 
confides  in  the  troops  he  is  wrong,  and  even  victory  would 
ho  ruin.  Certainly  the  nation  takes  tliis  ^-iew,  whether  &om 
coDBcienco  or  passion," 

Tlie  uncertainty  of  the  Australian  appointment  continued 
a  long  titae.  yet  the  colonists  were  so  earnest  to  have  bim, 
that  Mr.  Spring  Kice  finally  acceded  to  their  wishes ;  but 
then  a  change  of  administration  placed  Lord  Glenelg  iu  the 
colonial  office,  and  though  Mr.  Rioe  left  a  note  of  his  in- 
tention, the  work  was  practicolly  to  be  gone  over  again. 
Meanwhile  commissi  oners  to  supervise  and  control  certain 
points  of  arrangement  were  appointed,  and  immediately, 
following  the  custom  of  all  official '  boards  in  England, 
assumed  powers  nut  belonging  to  them,  and  displayed  a 
remarkable  arrogance  and  ignorance.  Nothing  advanced, 
and  ibe  time  thus  lost  was  employed  by  Charles  Napier  in 
composing  a  work  upon  Colonization,  in  which  he  explicitly 
declared  his  resolution  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  Abori- 
gines in  property  and  hfe;  and  tiiat  the  usual  Anglo-Sason 
process  of  planting  civilization  by  robbery,  oppression, 
murder  and  extermination  of  natives,  should  not  lake  place 
nnder  bim.  His  general  plan  was  thus  sketched  to  his 
brother. 

"  You  will  like  to  hear  of  the  Austrahan  matter.  The 
scheme  for  securing  labour  is  to  sell  hind  and  pay  for  the 
passage  of  labourers  with  the  price.  One  hundred  acres 
will  fetoh  sixty  pounds,  which  will  take  out  two  men  and  two 
women.  My  objection  is,  that  two  men  cannot  cultivate 
sixty  acres,  and  labour  will  diminish  in  proponiou  as  land  i> 
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eold,  until  its  value  will  become  too  great  to  be  paid  j 
there  will  iben  be  n  standstill,  except  where  men  and  i 
Bons  go  on  by  their  own  work.    The  Bociety  will  not  bat 
this,  but  it  is  true,  and  they  will  fall  down  lo  where  t 
ought  to  begin,  namely,  ^dth  a  fuw  bard-working  laboa 
and  artificers.     To  remedy  this,  my  design  i 
Chinese  labourers ;  they  are  capital  fellows,  thougli ' 
serious  objection,  they  bring  no  women.     I  know  uot^ 
but  suspect  some  foul  play,  and  lliat  the  women  con  be  ^ 
that  is  to  be  seen.     The  natives  have  remonstrated  i 
our  shooting   tbeir  kangaroos;   wherefore, 
property  shall  be   respected,   and  we  must  buy  kai 
meat  from  tbem,  elevating  monsieur  kangaroo  to  the  digi 
of  monsieur  sheep. 

"  All  the  colonists  and  the  framers  of  the  colony,! 
eluding  Mr.  Mill  the  younger,  are  too  sanguine,  thinking 
fine  flourishing  town  can  be  estabUsbed  at  once.  All  the 
small  capitalists  will  be  ruined  in  two  years  by  the  liigb 
prices  of  labour,  and  want  of  a  market;  large  capital  laay 
stand  the  battle,  so  will  labourers  who  rely  on  their  oarn 
work,  whiuh,  if  wages  stop,  will  procure  tbem  food,  ll  is 
long  before  a  wilderness  can  produce,  long  before  a  mat 
can  be  found  for  that  produce;  especially  as  Sydnoy  i 
Von  Dtcmen's  Land  ore  already  overstocked  wiili  pro 
of  the  same  nature.  I  am  told  tb'o  sale  of  land  will  f 
press  the  population,  and  combination  uf  labour  will  t 
at  once  produce  and  demand :  we  shall  see.  Not  I  thol 
probably,  for  it  is  told  to  me  that  the  hatred  of  tlie  0 
nial  office  towards  me  is  great  on  account  of  my  t 
A  commissioner  is  to  go  out,  with  great  powers, 
the  governor,  aud  I  have  told  them,  that  if  Kennedy  ial 
the  man  they  cannot  have  me;  the  colonial  < 
surely  send  some  tool  to  thwart,  and  then  cast  failure  ong 
Kennedy  and  myself  could  get  over  the  inevitable  diffl 
tieis,  but  I  alone  could  not,  if  opposed  by  enemies  at  h 
end  an  adverse  commissioner  on  tbe  spot.     Goveramd 
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quite  hostile  to  the  whole  scheme ;  the  act  was  carried  by 
members  of  parliament  whom  govemment  feared  to  offend," 

Nolwith standing  these  delays  and  chflnges  of  ministers, 
all  difficulties  seemed  to  be  overcome  in  April ;  and  so  cer- 
tain did  he  then  deem  his  nomination  that,  reflecting  on  tlie 
age  of  his  girls,  the  society  tltey  must  be  cast  into,  and  his 
own  loneliness,  he  resolved  to  give  them  by  another  marriage 
B  protectress,  and  himself  a  companion  whom  he  had  long 
known  and  esteemed  as  a  friend.  It  took  place  in  that 
month  with  the  widow  of  Captain  Alcock,  R.N.  She  bad 
tliree  children,  two  grown  up;  and  there  was  a  previous 
Ikmily  connection,  she  being  niece  to  Admiral  Sir  Thomas 
Foley,  Nelson's  leading  captain  at  the  Nile,  who  bad  married 
Charles  Napier's  oouain-german,  Lady  Lucy  Fitzgerald. 

Scarcely  had  he  taken  this  step  when  an  insurmountable 
bar  to  his  colonial  projects  was  interposed.  He  was  in  May 
officially  informed  that  hia  nomination  was  ready,  but  his 
lenns  would  not  be  complied  with  by  the  commissioners : 
these  were,  ibe  right  to  draw  for  a  hundred  thousand  pounds 
in  case  of  distress  for  tlie  colonists,  two  hundred  soldiers, 
and  a  ship  of  war.  This  meddling  of  the  commissioners 
was  beyond  their  legitimate  power,  and  as  Lord  Glenelg 
would  not  overrule  them  Charles  Napier  refused  the  govern- 
ment on  their  terms.  He  told  the  commissioners,  that  while 
there  was  sufBcient  security  for,  and  even  a  forcing  of  the 
supply  of  labour,  there  was  none  for  supply  of  capital  to 
employ  that  labour ;  and  if  not  employed  the  consaquenceH 
must  be  disastrous.  That  to  provide  against  that,  and  other 
anforeseen  but  inevitable  dangers,  there  must  be  a  reserve  of 
money  and  soldiers ;  for  he  would  not  attempt  to  govern  a 
large  population  in  a  wilderness,  where  much  inconvenience 
must  be  suft'ered,  without  a  force  to  protect  the  good  against 
the  bad  :  the  colony  would  be  as  an  army  without  discipline, 
suffering  privations,  yet  with  plenty  of  liquor:  danger  might 
not  arise,  but  he  would  only  go  prepared. 

Unmoved  by  this  reasoning,  the  committee  quoted  in  op- 
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position  the  establishment  of  the  American  colonies,  bnt 
with  snch  plenitude  of  historical  ignorance  as  to  be  astoood- 
ing,  coming  from  men  pretending  to  govern  a  distant  colonj 
on  philosophical  principles.  They  designated  their  scheme 
as  founded  on  a  self-supporting  principle : — a  fine  phnse 
'wliicb  Charles  Napier  instantly  demolished  by  shewing  it  to 
be  a  loan-supporting  principle.  The  whole  of  this  contro- 
versy has  been  exposed  in  his  work  on  Colonization,  but  the 
commissioners  had  their  way.  They  chose  a  new  gover- 
nor^ expended  actually  more  money  than  had  been  asked 
for  as  a  reserve,  and  finally  were  compelled  to  send  sol- 
diers. But  the  unforeseen  difiBiculties  abounded,  goveTDor 
after  governor  went  out,  and  the  ^self-supporting  colooj 
floundered  on  amidst  debt  and  discontent,  and  distress, 
until  the  discovery  of  gold  changed  the  aspect  of  the 
whole  community.  The  commissioners  certainly  had  not 
prepared  themselves  for  their  task ;  but  some  extracts  fri'in 
the  private  notes  of  the  rejected  man  will  shew  how  deeply 
he  had  meditated  on  the  details  as  well  as  the  general  prin- 
ciples. 

'^  Memoranda. — Sailing  in  spring  is  bad,  because  you 
reach  the  Cape  in  bad  weather,  and  Australia  in  winter,  and 
to  bivouac  with  women  and  children  in  winter  would  kill 
half.  The  Australian  coast  is  very  dangerous  in  winter. 
August  is  the  best  time  to  sail,  it  takes  you  to  Australit 
in  the  middle  of  summer :  this  is  the  more  desirable,  as  in 
summer  only  can  we  judge  of  the  supply  of  water,  and 
without  knowing  that,  how  are  we  to  fix  on  a  spot  for  i 
town?  To  know  where  water  is  good,  certain  and  plen- 
tiful, is  a  vital  point ;  one  very  difficult  to  be  well  ascertained, 
but  a  matter  of  far  more  importance  than  all  others.  We 
hear  that  eighteen  months  have  been  known  to  pass  withom 
a  drop  of  rain ;  how  then  are  we  to  know  if  the  rivers, 
springs  and  wells,  will  bear  this  without  drying  up?  I 
find  no  satisfactory  information  on  this  point."  Omitting 
some  calculations   as   to  cost   and  profits   he   continues. 
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"Siildiere  ue  necessary  on  account  of  both  savages  and 
colonists,  iho  latter  most  troublesome  I  Buspect,  aa  spirits 
are  cfaeap  :  we  shall  also  find  that  the  escaped  prisoners  from 
Sj-dney  will  in  a  few  years  become  very  formidable  aa  ban- 
ditti; vfe  already  hear  of  their  defeating  police  in  bands. 
My  hope  is  to  form  a  guard  of  savages,  who,  if  warlike,  ■ 
vill  be  much  more  easily  civlhzed  than  if  a  peaceable 
race, 

"  I  will  introduce  the  decimal  coinage  of  France,  and 
ii:ive  farthings  current  i  all  however  stamped  with  our  aims 
<ii>i  date  of  landing  A  smaller  money  even  might  be 
< lined,  like  mites:  the  smaller  the  tangible  money  tho 
(.■iicaper  will  be  the  necessaries  of  life.  To  have  New 
Zealand  nomeQ  brought  over  will  be  a  good  thing.  Major 
Uruize  describes  them  as  handsome,  gontle,  and  so  capti- 
vating to  our  sailors  as  to  keep  them  in  the  island ;  and  so 
fond  of  our  men  in  return  that  great  difficulty  occurred  in 
separating  them :  ibey  can  be  bought  for  mnsquets,  a  New 
Zealander  will  sell  anything  for  a  musquet.  Bargains 
made  vrith  masters  of  vessels  should  hear,  that  if  man 
woman  or  child  dies  on  the  voyage,  only  so  much  of  the 
passage  money  shall  be  paid  :  this  is  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  people  being  destroyed  by  ill-usage  for  gain.  As 
tn  government,  cnloniid  and  all  discontent  springs  from 
unjust  treatment ;  idiots  talk  of  agitators,  there  is  but  one 
in  Qjcistonco: — injustice!  The  cure  for  discontent  in  a 
colony  is  to  find  out  where  the  shoe  pinches  and  ease  it. 
If  you  hang  aii  agitator  and  leave  the  injustice,  instead  of 
punishing  a  villain  you  murder  a  ptitriot." 

Having  refused  this  government  be  was  again  cast  adrift 
on  tbe  ocean  of  life.  Sink  he  could  not,  he  had  a  mission: 
but  be  was  to  struggle  for  a  long  time  with  an  augmented 
ramily  and  diraiuishod  means ;  for  having  placed  tbe  savings 
of  his  bfe  in  tbe  Fhiladelphian  fiinds.  he  was  temporarily,  in 
common  with  so  many  otliers,  made  the  victim  of  a  national 
dishonesty  which  at  once  disgraced  and  bewildered  civiiiza- 
X  « 
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tion.     Meanwhile  he  returned  to  Caen  and  his  bmilyd 
respondence  was  revived. 

"  Caen. — The  diligence  ran  away  with  ns  from  Hot 
it  was  ugly  enough;   the  maids  were  crying,  SrlinoiaJ 
myself  trying  to  comfort  her  mother,  the  children  deli] 
and  fearless."     Here  it  may  he  remarked  liow  cou 
he  was  exposed  to  personal  dangers.    Duriug  his  forttff  " 
stay,  having  occasion  to  go  back  lo  Portsmouth  lie  was  on 
his  return  all  but  shipwrecked,  tlie  escape  being  marvelloua. 

"  August, — Two  attacks  have  been  made  on  my  book,  in 
the  Spectator  and  Atlas.  One  says  I  am  vulgar  and  stupid: 
the  other  that  I  am  inconsistent :  both  quote  me  Calsely. 
Kichard  objects  to  my  laying  so  much  stress  on  baviiig 
money  to  employ  labour,  as  capital  will  circulate.  Bis 
reasons  will  he  good  when  the  colony  is  established:  bnl 
he  also  says  there  will  he  produce  after  the  first  ten  months, 
thus  passing  over  the  period  in  which  the  whole  difificultj 
is  contained.  At  the  Swan  River  Colony,  after  nine  years, 
they  cannot  yet  supply  themselves,  and  meat  is  from  two 
shillings  to  half-a-crown  a  pound !  Moreover  Spring  Eice 
told  me,  the  sums  govemraeut  has  poured  into  tliat  colony 
are  beyond  their  power  to  avow.  Hume  should  pull  ou 
this :  it  would  support  my  views. 

"Your  politics  are  nearly  mine,  A  Tory  well  chastised 
and  taught  tliat  he  is  like  other  people,  is  well  enough  ;  but 
Whigs  have  all  the  Tory  faults  and  their  own  besides.  A 
Tory  is  a  bold  open  bandit  who  avows  his  trade  and  takes 
all  chances,  doing  at  times  handsome  and  generous  tliiag^ 
The  Whig  is  a  sneaking  pickpocket,  pretending  lo  ele- 
gance and  honesty  wliile  he  commits  every  dirty  trick  re- 
corded in  the  Newgate  Calendar: — bo  for  as  it  Is  safe. 
Tories  by  birth  are  not  to  be  haled,  Tories  from  subse^ 
viency  ore.  The  iustitudons  of  the  couutry  make  the  first, 
he  hus  no  choice,  unless  he  be  a  man  of  extraordinary  laleni 
and  character.  A  high-born  Whig  who  has  not  coumgu  ot 
talent  to  be  Badioal  or  Tory  is  batefixl.    As  to  your  vi<^ 
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she  politicians,  they  draw  largely  on  one's  indulgence  by 
asking  credit  for  common  sense. 

■'  My  girls'  next  acquirement  shall  be  arithmetic,  one  not 
sufficiently  attended  to  in  women's  education.  If  tliey  are 
taught  P'rench,  dancing,  needle-work,  aud  to  be  good  ac- 
countants at  twelve  years  old,  they  will  have  enough  learn- 
ing and  accomplishment.  Knowing  two  languages  they  can 
teach  themselves  any  otlier,  and  be  at  home  in  any  country. 
My  object  is  to  give  them  means  to  work,  ajid  then  they  may 
become  as  blue  as  burning  brandy.  Not  with  my  will,  I  don't 
like  it:  my  taste  is  for  women  who  read  as  much  as  life 
requires,  and  what  is  apphcnblo  to  bfe.  If  a  woman  is  a 
Mrs,  Somerville  well  and  good  ;  but  the  attempt  to  be  such 
is  very  bad :  it  is  like  jumping  over  a  ditch,  nil  right  if  jou 
do  not  fall  ^liort,  fur  that  is  to  flounder  in  mud." 

At  this  time  died  tlie  wife  of  a  valued  friend.  Lord 
Mark  Kerr,  an  event  which  awakened  all  his  own  dormant 
sorrows. 

"  November. — I  will  not  say  how  Mark  Kerr's  loss  calls 
up  my  own,  for  that  is  a  black  sun  that  never  sets.  He  was 
away,  I  was  present :  there  is  not  much  to  choose,  the  result 
is  equally  terrible;  life  is  broken  to  pieces  witlLout  being 
lost,  and  we  must  patch  up  the  fragments  as  we  can,  until 
our  own  hour  comes  to  put  an  end  to  memory.  We  then 
cease  altogether,  which  will  be  perfect  peace ;  or  we  go  to 
those  we  had  lost,  which  will  be  perfect  happiness.  I  am 
not  well  and  will  change  the  subject. 

"  December. — So  Richard  is  star-gazing  for  Mrs.  Somer- 
ville. Mighty  cowld  work  in  November  jewel;  I  'd  rather 
he  nor  I.  Yet  that  is  not  true,  for  I  would  do  it  for  him  to 
save  his  eyes  " — they  were  apparently  failing.  "  Nothing  is 
more  destructive  to  sight  thau  looking  tlu'ough  telescopes, 
sailors  say.  It  is  to  me  strange  that  a  man  whoso  own 
i^ight  is  already  in  danger  should  thus  endanger  it  more: 
v-  pity  those  whose  sustenAico  depends  on  doing  what  is 
iojurious  to  the  eyes ;  but  to  volunteer  such  work  is  to  me 
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unaccountable.  A  man's  sight  is  his  own  to  do  what  lie 
likes  with  it,  but  those  to  wliom  his  weirare  and  liappintTss 
are  dear  must  regret  the  danger  he  thus  needlessly  rnns. 

"March  i&36. — I  have  written  a  book  on  MiliUry  Law 
which  treats  of  flogging,  and  if  published  at  all  should  be  so 
at  once.  I  condemn  flogging  in  pe-ace,  not  in  war,  and  the 
matter  is  treated,  in  my  opiaion,  in  a  better  way  than  they 
do  in  their  speeches  on  either  side ;  so  far  at  least  as  those 
speeches  are  given  in  the  papers.  Flogging  is  odious  and 
unnecessary  in  peace.  Our  father  was  always  against  it, 
and  he  was  right.  The  feeling  of  the  country  is  now  too 
strong  to  bear  it  longer,  and  the  Horse  Guards  may  as  well 
give  way  at  once  as  he  forced  to  do  so  by  parliai 
Sir  F.  Adam  has  resigned  Madras.  The  papers  i 
positively,  and  Indian  people  tell  me  ibeir  letters  ooi 
that  he  has  been  forced  to  resign  firom  absolute  inoapac 
I  have  no  ill-will  against  him  when  he  is  out  of  power ! 

"  I  had  before  written  for  the  information  you  sent  me 
about  the  United  States'  Bank.  I  don't  like  the  name 
of  Nick  Biddle  the  Yankee,  it  smells  keen  and  con- 
scientious! ess.  Sorry  to  hear  you  have  a  lawsuit  on  baud, 
for  my  belief  is  that  honour  and  conseience  have  little 
weight  with  juries ;  they  seldom  give  honest  verdicts,  except 
when  bullied  by  mobs  on  political  questions.  George 
and  Heni-y  tell  me  the  new  Poor  Law  Bill  lias  doue 
wonders ;  so  docs  a  fallen  horse  when  a  fire  is  lighted 
under  his  belly:  I  suppose  the  demand  for  railroads  has 
given  a  momentary  help  to  the  people.  These  railroad<j  I 
The  world  seems  tending  to  liie  likeness  of  a  man  on  &  gib- 
bet, all  bound  with  iron  I  How  small  it  will  be  when  vre  can 
travel  sixty  miles  an  hour:  one-fifth  of  the  size  when  wo 
travelled  only  twelve  miles  an  hour!" 

In  the  latter  end  of  1830  he  oooe  more  settled  at  BaUi, 
and  in  January  1887,  he  and  his  brother  George  hi-cume 
major-generals  by  brevet.  George  was  soon  afterwards  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  Cape,  where  he  displayed  the  « 
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acUvity  for  gooil  that  Clinrlos  had  done  in  Cephalonia.  nnd 
las  governing  may  be  thus  auucincdy  descriLed.  Ho  had  no 
recourse  to  the  sword  against  the  Kaffrea  hecausB  he  would 
not  appeal  to  arms  without  an  absolute  necessity  ;  and  be- 
cause he  judged  that  one  montb  of  war  would  be  more 
ii^arioas  than  ten  years  of  Kaffre  depredations  to  the  colo- 
nists : — always  excepting  the  knaves  who  clamoured  for 
hostilities  with  a  view  to  fatten  on  public  calamities.  But 
he  ntwiiya  sought,  and  generally  obtained  redress  for  real 
injuries  by  peuceful  means,  aod  often  found  the  savage 
more  reasonable  and  just  than  the,  so  called,  civilized  man. 
But  while  thus  staving  off  war  he  was  most  industrious  in 
peAceahie  legislation.  He  enforced  the  abolition  of  slavery 
without  commotion,  reduced  the  colonial  paper  debt  from 
two  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  almost  nothing,  and,  coin- 
oidently,  abolished  all  tases,  relying  for  revenue  on  import 
duties  only.  He  gave  municipal  government  lo  all  towns 
and  considerable  villages,  and  urged  very  earnestly  upon  the 
mioisterB  the  policy  of  granting  n  general  reprcseutatiou. 

fie  found  tlie  puhtic  schools  languisliing  from  neglect  or 
bad  management,  with  but  a  few  hundred  scholars  ill-taught; 
a  revived,  reformed,  nourished  and  protected  them,  obtained 
wd  masters  from  England,  and  left  them  Nourishing  with 
1  tliau  twelve  thousand  attendant  pupils  of  all  creeds 
|ltd  colours!  To  this  may  be  ndded  some  public  works. 
i  constantly  troubled  by  an  active  opposition  dis- 
mtonted  with  the  home  government,  yet,  when  he  resigned, 
of  all  pohtical  opinions  united  to  give  him  a  public 
jKnner,  where  the  moat  energetic  of  the  opposition  were 
in  testifying  to  hi~i  potilieal  integrity  and  the  purity 
of  bis  government,  acknowledging  its  entire  freedom  from 
jobs  orfavouritism.  When  he  embarked  the  humbler  classes 
followed  him  in  crowds  to  the  shore,  and  even  in  boats  lo 
tlie  ship  with  loud  and  grateful  demonstrations  of  attach- 
ment. 

Scarcely  had   this  notice   of   George   Napier's   govern- 
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inent  been  written,  ^ben  lie  suddenly  passed  from  tliia  life. 
He  died  at  Geneva,  a  General  and  Knight  Comnmntlerur 
the  Bnili ;  and  inauy  mourning  friends  lie  left  behind,  ia 
foreign  countries  as  well  as  in  his  own  ;  for  he  lived  much 
abroad,  and  everywhere  gained  friends  in  a  remaikabl(>  man- 
ner by  bis  frank  generous  warmth  of  heart  and  maimer, 
and  his  active  benevolence.  Twice  lie  rejected  extiaordinary 
Hdvauccment,  on  principle.  Once  wlieu  tlie  gallani  King 
of  Sardinia  offered  him  the  command  of  )iis  nnuy  before 
the  battle  of  Novarra ;  he  would  not  make  war  except  for 
his  own  country.  Again  :  when  the  battle  of  Chillittnwnllali 
created  a  panic  in  England  he  refused  tlie  command  of  the 
Indian  armies,  thinking,  in  common  with  the  nalion,  ibat 
the  post  belonged  of  right  and  policy  to  his  brother  Charles.* 
Enemies  he  must  have  had,  it  is  the  fate  of  all  men,  but 
his  friends  were  so  numerous  that  open  hatred  none  ever 
shewed. 

At  Bath  Charles  Napier  entered  warmly  into  the  polidos 
of  the  day,  which  were  perilous ;  and  Bath  was  at  tliat  V 
the  most  vigorous  reforming  city  of  the  empire,  being  t 
unsurpassed  in  generous  patriotism.     He  attended  pallj 
meetings  and  dinners,  aided  the  formation  of  reforminff  • 
sociattons,  and  avowed  himself  a  Badicat.     Yet  always  be 
endeavoured  to  repress  a  tendency  to  puhhc  violwici',  whicli 
for  their  own  party  ])urpoBe8  was  so  much  encouragied  i 
the  Whigs.    On  one  occasion,  animadverting  on  Mr.  O'C 
iiell's  conduct,  he  said  "  Ireland  requires  a  poor  law,  audi 
O'Conucll  sets  himself  against  it  because  the  poorest  I 
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*  Tliis  pissBgo  require:;  eiplnniUoo ;  the  Gret  officUlljr  declined 
lodisa  cammand,  because  be  Teareil  that  nn  internal  iliMirdor  would^ 
veat  n  Tigoroag  discbargo  of  duty.  Be  could  well  have  eustainKi  t 
uommuid  and  pomp ;  liut  would  Dot  accept  dignity  and  salary,  witbonl 
returning  a  full  nieogure  of  duly.  Tbis,  hoireTcr.  wiu  bdore  CbilliaoHtllab 
cauwil  hid  brother's  appointtnent  to  be  mooted  :  for  then  hs  deeloradj 
if  in  full  hcillli,  he  voulJ  neither  have  accepted,  xu 
•'ontmuid,  but  he  woald  hum  uked  to  go  out  u  C'harlet  liipitA  fl 
tMuat 
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,  snch  is  their  generosity,  will  always  divide  his  last 
polatoe  with  a  distressed  couDtryman,  Ho  ia  thus  willing 
to  Mcrifice  the  poor  to  the  Irish  landlords ;  saying  they 
shall  be  left  to  starve,  because  they  arc  generous  enough 
U)  give  one-half  of  their  potatoes  to  suffering  creatures 
at  their  doors,  and  the  otbar  half— to  Mr.  O'Connelll" 
The  agitator  was  Stung,  and  at  a  great  Irish  meeting  com- 
mented, not  on  the  speech  bet  the  man,  with  more  vehemence 
than  good  tnsla  and  less  than  his  ordinary  felicity  of  Barcasm. 
He  had  however  a  dangerous  opponent.  Charles  Napier 
replied  in  a  public  letter  of  force  to  command  general  atten- 
tion ;  it   was  even  quoted  and  remarked  upon  in  France. 

^^^'Connell  could  not  answer  it,  and  made  no  attempt  at  the 

^^■ne :  but  the  battle  did  not  thus  end. 

^^ptAt  a  later  period  O'Connell,  with  great  inconsistency,  sup- 

^TKJrted  an  Irish  poor  law,  and  Charlea  Napier  again  assailed 
him  in  a.  letter,  so  damaging  that  the  agitator's  mortification 
was  evinced  in  such  unguarded  abuse  as  to  lay  himself 
open  to  the  most  biting  taunts.  "  You  Mr,  O'Connell  "  saiil 
Charles  Napier  in  reply,  "call  me  a  '  ridiculous  blockhead ' 
and  accuse  me  of  heaping  '  filthy  vituperation '  on  you.  Pos- 
sibly a  blockhead  I  may  he ;  and  as  I  am  forced  by  convic- 
tion to  go  along  with  you  on  the  subject  of  a  poor  law  for 
Ireland,  I  confess  alarm,  knowing  the  danger  which  attends 
a  blockhead  when  he  travels 'with  a  consummate  knave  :  hut 
as  to  vituperation  I  have  not  used  it,  nor  would  it  be  wise  tf> 
do  so  against  so  perfect  a  master  of  the  art.  I  once  asked 
a  dirty  fellow,  black  as  a  chimney-sweep,  if  a  coal-pit  could 
he  descended  without  soiling  my  clothes  ?  Lord  bless  you 
I  goes  down  ten  times  a  day  and  never  minds  my  clothes 
was  his  answer.  Do  you  Mr.  O'Connell  make  the  applica- 
tion!" The  thrust  went  home,  and  O'Connell,  flying  t" 
that  vulgar  refuge  for  imbecility,  personal  abuse,  vented 
his  mordtication  at  a  subsecjuent  meeting  thus,  "That 
Napier  was  a  short  lime  ago  a  colonel,  he  is  now  n 
geoeral ;  that  is  what  I  call  a  doldrumseneral."    Doldrum 
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!•.  BTbnbm.  2*.  By 
of  his  speech  aboat  tbe 
:rm]MXL  f '.  r^  Wic3  sc  ^  Captain  Soobell,  wUd 
rmtv  iQ«s  ±FmL  Rwag"*  ani  Bale  another  sf&t ;  Seobdi 
Urn.  7?siciti<L  hsmii  ^'ce  th»  cischief  vhich  his  set  d^ 
-iwrikr^i  ji  icdiff  liiJL  ^  4'.  laamidation  to  a  forioos 
t:!2:r:a.  vnoiii  anaftf  suz^t  sraiesaien  Tote  against  their 
nini*:ii&  ioii  &  scZ  cmM-r  a;:2]iber  lefose  to  vote  at  alL 
L' i  :iu!»f  AUBftss  cf  skj^tsl  vCbe  partr  sa^^  may  be  addedmid- 
TuiiLimi£]mfii£  :c  ixi$  ccaiai^ta?«  directed  by  Tatton  the  aoc- 
HLmxr  r^  I  ic  z^x  SKrli-cT?  had  any  inflaence  vhaterer, 
II T  '2^ijiiz  3§  :3«£  u  v^ft^  all  Veil  done.    That  not  very  ^n» 

mtOL  H .  3^  a£  tbe  keai  of  the  accusing  party ;  bat  if 

Titfa  :^xiK  w  vjce.  SfO  mismanagemeDt  of  the  committee 

'  7:  .uscci>?  tbe  ra^  and  ghef  of  the  people  is  difficult,  tbe 
"y^^tf^  wki  a  noieral  procession  amidst  groans  and  hisses; 
4^ii  iuiLY  tike  eitfcdoa  many  Whigs  even  have  expressed  their 
:^;^C7fC  ?:c  So<b«ck*s  fiifaixe.  Hobhoose  worked  hard  for  him, 
AZii  Tcccd  foe  him :  Roebuck  and  he  are  friends  now,  and  Tom 
ifj^cccfer  toid  BKt.  as  did  Roebuck,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
h^mascise  than  Hobhouse's  conduct.  The  reasons  thus  given 
ic  T'.xi  for  R^^uck  s  £ulure  axe  those  generally  ascribed,  and 
tr^T ;  Tec  I  am  myself  of  opinion  that  his  support  of  tbe 
new  poor  law  was  a  fifth :  neither  he  nor  Falconer  will  admit 
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I,  but  it  bad  some  effect,  though  not  muoh.  The  noise 
was  BO  immense  liiat  speaking  wag  out  of  the  quesUou,  or  I 
vould  h&ve  tested  this.  Koebuck  did  not  attempt  to  speiik 
on  the  hualingB ;  tho  others  did  ;  but  though  almost  touch- 
ing Lord  I'owerscourt  I  could  not  oven  hoar  hia  voice,  mueb 
less  catch  the  words :  he  soemed  like  one  making  faces  ! 
They  may  flatter  themselves  that  their  advocacy  of  the 
new  poor  law  does  them  no  harm,  but  it  does  :  hod  the  sun 
been  &  political  teconomist  Joshua  ootild  never  have  stopped 
bim !  They  are  now  proposing  subscriptions  to  give  Hoe- 
buck  a  piece  of  plate,  no  one  to  subeoribe  more  than  ten 
ahiUiags :  I  shall  subscribe.  The  address  to  be  presented 
nth  it  is  not  to  pledge  one  to  any  particular  opinions,  but 

ely  to  express  approbation  of  bis  general  conduct  and 

BBtAiion  of  the  perstuial  abuse  heaped  on  him  by  a  certain 
t  at  Bath. 
I"  With  regard  to  the  elections  generally,  I  am  in  hopes 
toy  will    turn   out   the  Wliigs,  and   that  the  Tones  will 

1  us  something  as  a  gratuity,  an  instalment,  to  get  in ; 
then  the  Whigs,  being  out,  will  he  of  some  use  as  curs 
to  bafk  at  the  Tories ;  when  we  have  done  with  them 
tiicy  may  be  hanged,  as  all  curs  should  be.  All  tilings 
considered,  matters  seem  i'avourable  to  the  people.  But 
the  state  of  Bath  is  pitiable.  The  Tories,  especially  the 
women,  are  making  a  run  against  all  the  Radical  shops ;  it 
is  a  hateful  system,  yet  I  have  been  driven  to  adopt  it  in 
justice  to  the  Kadical  tradesmen ;  and  the  tradesmen  have 
amongst  themselves  begun  a  system  of  exclusive  deaUng: 
this  is  very  disgusdng  and  barbarous,  but  what  can  be 
done?  Can  we  let  a  poor  devil  he  rained  by  the  Tories 
because  ho  honestly  resisted  intimidation  and  bribery  ?  No- 
thing can  exceed  the  fury  of  the  old  Tory  ladies.  Old  Barry 
swears  he  knows  an  old  lady  who  subscribed  three  hundred 
pounds  to  assist  in  bribing  voters. 

"  Koebuck  was  going  to  be  very  violent  with  Lord  Powers- 
court,  but  I  stopped  bim,  and  would  not  let  bim  push  it  to 
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ft  duel  Ba  he  wished.     He  nccused    Lord  Powerecourt 
bribing,  who  denied  it,  end  I  believe  he  did  not  briU 
jieraonally  know  of  bribery,  but  he  certninly  treated. 
buck  called  him  a  '  barbarian  of  weak  intellect '  and  1 
lore,  if  any  challenge  was  necesanry  it  ought  to  have  i 
from  the  other  side,  and  I  think  1  did  right  in  quashing  | 
quHrrel.     A  letter  came  here  for  you,  Laving  the  Bntli  p 
mark.     I  opened  it  and  found  the  most  abusive  unonymoiis 
attack  you  ever  read :    very  amusing  though.     The  writer 
calls  himself  Anti-Jacobin.     You  are  hiding  your  bead* 
Freshford,     Roebuck  is  shirtless,  the  spawn  of  a  gip« 
you  are  only  Catiline,  malicious  against  British  officers,  <■ 
a  due  portion  of  treason. 

"  August  11th. — The  Tories  have  made  a  despeTotO  r 
carrying  by  force  of  money  all  before  them.  At  Dev 
Sir  F,  Burdett  was  elected  and  lbs  riot  was  tremendi 
several  were  killed  we  hear.  At  York  also,  Feargns  O'Cod 
says  there  were  fifty  thousand  oomhatanls,  pretty  equal.! 
each  side:  some  were  killed  report  says.  The  reeoltfl 
that  the  Tories  have  the  majority,  and  it  seems  to  bsif 
general  opinion  that  Lord  Melbourne  will  resign. 
far  as  I  can  judge,  the  Tory  reaction  is  all  hambi 
it  is  money  and  the  people's  apathy  about  Whi^ 
that  has  caused  the  defeat  of  the  latter,  for  the  I 
are  stronger  and  more  determined  than  ever.  I  ; 
however  afrtiid  there  is  one  bad  effect  springing  from  the 
success  of  the  Tories,  namely,  that  the  Hadiculs  are  ready 
to  believe  all  the  Whigs  say,  and  iu  ibis  town  they  I 
resolved  to  unite:  Crisp  and  Tuium  fight  like  dogs,} 
agree  on  this.  That  they  are  right  I  do  not  believo,-* 
they  know  their  own  game  best.  I  have  advised  thai 
they  coalesce  to  do  so  on  the  condition  that  tlie  i 
they  take  up  shall  pledge  themselves  to  the  ballot,  af 
parhaments,  extended  suflrnge  aud  protection  for  the  (i 
children :  if  the  Whigs  will  not  join  in  this  to  cut  that 

"  I2th. — I  went  to  a  private  meeting.    The  < 
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—shall  the  Biidicnk  join  tho  Whig  associaiion  V — the  latter 
being  secretly  ngainst  Roebuck.  I  and  one  or  two  otliera 
were  averse  to  a  juuction,  but  all  the  rest  in  favour  of  it. 
Crisp  said,  that  unlesa  it  takes  place  a  masa  of  timid  citizens 
will  join  the  Whig  nasociatioa  from  fear  of  our  supposed 
violence ;  but  if  the  Radicals  join  tlie  Whigs  those  timid 
people  will  adhere  to  the  former  on  all  important  occasions. 
We  finally  voted  that  a  deputation  of  Radicals  should 
meet  the  Whig  committee  and  offer  a  union,  on  condition 
that  they  should  not  take  part  in  any  election  against 
Roebuck,  and  that  half  the  committee  of  management 
should  be  named  by  Radicals.  I  demanded  that  a  test  of 
Radicalism  should  be  estabhshed,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
these  committee  men  should  be  such  as  were  pledged  to  vote 
for  Roebuck  at  the  next  election. 

"  The  deputation  met  a  Mr.  Wilson,  spokesman  for  the 
association.  We  bad  a  good  deal  of  conversation,  in  which 
he  said  the  association  wished  to  exclude  two  classes,  ex- 
treme Tories  and  extreme  Radicals  and  Republicans,  which 
he  seemed  to  consider  the  same.  I  objected  to  all  exclusion  ; 
and  as  to  extreme  Radicals,  it  would  exclude  our  members 
and  the  deputation  who  had  the  honour  t«  meet  him.  Re- 
publicanism and  Radicahsm  were  not  one.  I  was  an  ultra- 
Radical  and  not  a  Rupuhlican.  The  others  expressed  hke 
opinions,  saying,  that  at  all  the  meetings  tbey  had  attended 
at  Bath  for  many  years,  no  man  had  ever  heard  a  wish  to 
establish  a  repubhc.  Mr.  Wilson  said  he  would  submit  our 
resolutions  to  the  society,  and  appoint  a  day  for  our  further 
proceedings.  The  discussion  lasted  until  past  nine  o'clock. 
I  asked  Crisp  why  wo  should  not  form  a  Radical  society 
and  let  the  Whigs  join  us  if  they  chose  7  He  said  we  were 
not  strong  enough. 

"All  things  in  Ireland  look  threatening,  hut  whether  the 
Biorm  will  hurst  in  our  lime  Ood  knows.  Would  lo  God  I 
had  been  a  farmer,  tliick- skinned  and  without  a  thought 
beyond  my  plough,  and  that  always  going  in  the  same  track 
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interests,  habits,  feelings  all  in  one  farrow,  going  on.    Ton 
and  I  and  George  are  broken  off  like  wonns  chopped  bj 
the  spade,  we  twist  about,  heads  and  tails  separated,  and  not 
knowing  where  to  look  for  each  other.    Yet  we  ore  better  off 
than  many  and  so  most  jog  on  till  the  hoar  of  peace  anifea 
The  anxieties  of  life  press  closer  as  we  grow  old,  and  vi 
are  less  able  to  bear  them ;  but  with  me,  the  strong  con- 
viction of  a  future  state  gives  me  a  philosophy  to  bear  thit 
I  should  not  possess  without  it:   this  conviction  is  ne?er 
shaken,  though  I  confess  we  are  so  bepreached  sometimes, 
that  it  provokes  me  almost  out  of  my  opinions.    However 
religion  supports  the  sincere,  and  is  a  maintenance  to  the 
hypocritiGal ;  so  for  both  it  is  a  pursuit  in  this  life  which 
helps  a  man  through  trouble  one  way  or  another.    I  have 
fallen  into  a  sermon,  which  is  natural  when  one  is  low- 
spirited  ;  for  finding  little  that  is  pleasant  in  this  world  one 
looks  anxiously  for  another. 

''  King  Bill  is  gracious,  so  he  was  to  Goorge  at  the  lev^ 
Parson  Brock  is  a  trump  of  a  priest.  Had  he  seen  yonr 
speech  he  would  have  seen  the  remedy  for  one  thing  he 
complains  of  so  justly,  namely,  that  the  poor  have  do 
tribunal  to  which  they  can  appeal ;  if  they  are  wronged  they 
have  no  means  of  redress :  he  is  not  correct  literally,  but 
practically  he  is,  and  the  last  was  the  footing  yoa  put  it  on. 
If  I  recollect  right,  you  proposed  a  guardian  for  the  poor 
to  balance  the  guardian  for  the  ratepayers.  Ever  since  the 
Bath  dinner,  and  from  what  I  see  daily,  my  thoughts  are 
strangely  inclined  to  a  good  tough  despotic  government, 
sufficiently  bloody,  as  the  best  of  all  possible  forms  of 
ruling.  I  would  rather  be  cut  down  by  O'Gonnell'a  guards 
in  a  rage,  than  be  constitutionally  strangled  after  a  long 
speech  from  '  The  Mandarin^  John  Bussell.  Depend  upon 
it  Tiberius  was  a  model  for  all  that  is  good  virtuous  and 
useful,  to  say  nothing  of  pleasure." 

So  passed  1887.  Charles  Napier  was  then  deep  in  his 
fifty-sixth  year,  after  eight  of  inactivity,  when  his  nuDd, 
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fortiQed  bj  long  i>xperitiiioo,  was  equal  to  tiie  most  difficult 
and  glorious  services ;  and  while  tliuB  fretted  in  spirit  lie  was 
oppressed  by  eoogestion  of  blood  in  the  eyelids,  causing  n 
pninlul  depression,  and  IcndJog  him  to  fear  the  loss  of  sight 
with  poverty,  and  an  existence  at  once  obscure  and  suiFering. 
His  time  waa  however  to  come,  and  Iiis  unyielding  temper 
was,  early  in  I83i^,  excited  by  hearing  that  a  junior  general 
was  Appointed  to  n  command  in  Ireland.  Then  addressing 
Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  he  nrged  his  claim,  his  services 
and  his  wrongs,  so  succinctly  and  impi-essively  as  to  justify 
the  insertion  of  his  letter  here,  though  touching  on  ihinga 
already  made  known. 

"March  20lh, — Seeing  by  the  papers  that  Sir  Leonard 
Greenwctl  expects  to  be  appointed  to  a  district  in  Ireland, 
allow  me  to  hope  that  my  services  will  not  be  forgotten. 
Sir  Leonard  is  my  junior,  and  if  he  be  given  a  district  in  Ire- 
land it  will,  I  think,  be  using  me  hardly.  The  governments 
of  Portsmouth  and  Plymouth,  and  Irish  districts,  are  things 
which  those  who  have  served  long  hope  to  succeed  to  in 
turn.  Exclusive  of  services  in  the  Peninsula  during  ISUft- 
9-Ifl  and  11,  my  claims  ore  for  services  in  the  West  Indies, 
Nonh  America,  and  the  Mediterranean ;  and  also  those 
vhioh  arise  from  having  been  od  three  occasions  very  ill- 
used.  First,  after  the  battle  of  Coruua  I  was  the  only 
major  commanding  a  regiment  that  did  not  receive  the  rank 
of  lieu  tenant- colonel.  Gough,  Atcheson,  and  others  at 
B&rrosa,  got  that  step  though  only  commanding  deiach- 
inents  in  that  single  acdon,  whereas  I  had  commanded  a 
regiment  during  a  whole  campaign  in  winter.  At  last  I 
got  my  heu tenant-colonelcy  in  I8U,  and  left  the  Peninsula 
tovards  tlte  end  of  tliat  year,  proceeding  in  command  of 
the  102nd  Itegiment  to  the  West  Indies,  and  tbenco  in 
1813  to  form  port  of  a  doating  expedition  against  the  coast 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  where  we  were  engaged 
ia  several  ikctions  with  the  enemy. 

"Peace   ihes  came,  and  seeiiig  that  sotoe  lleutenut- 
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colonels  had  their  commissioits  uite-datGcl  I,  having  bnsf 
£0  harilly  treated  about  Comfia,  asked  to  have  mine  ante- 
dated, but  the  answer  I  received  was,  No!  That  it  wna 
impossible.  Two  moniha  after  I  saw  Lieu  tenant- Colonel 
DufFy's  commission  ante-dated !  What  Lieuienani-Coionel 
Duffy  bad  done  that  I  liad  not  done,  ia  a  secret  I  bttTO  ndt 
yet  discovered.  Again :  I  was  second  in  command,  not  acoi- 
dentally  but  by  direct  appointment  from  home,  to  Sir  Sydney 
Beckwith,  when  he  commanded  the  floating  force  above  men- 
tioned on  ihe  coast  of  America.  Now  my  lord,  I  hope  yoa 
Vfill  not  tbink  me  boastful  when  I  say,  that  all  Sir  Sydney 
Beckwith  did  not  do  himself  he  entrusted  to  me,  and  I  did 
not  fail  on  those  occasions,  but  received  tliat  excellent  offioei's 
approbation.  I  commanded  a  brigade — my  own  regiment 
and  two  battalions  of  marines,  wbicb  were  under  two  majors, 
one  of  tbem  a  bre\'et  lieu  tea  ant- colonel  but  junior  to  me. 
received  the  thanks  of  Sir  Sydney  in  his  public  dispat^ 
and  in  the  orders  of  ibe  day,  for  my  conduct  at  Little  I 
ton,  where  I  commanded  the  attack ;  and  also  for  j 
operations  by  a  force  detached  under  my  command  to  Soaih 
Carolina,  conjointly  with  Sir  George  Cockburn.  This  was 
beside  the  unfortunate  affair  at  Crancy  Island,  where  however 
I  executed  all  that  I  was  ordered  to  do,  the  failure  having 
occurred  amongst  the  boats  in  anoiber  part  of  tiie  altack. 
The  Order  of  the  Batli  soon  sifter  came  out  on  a  new 
arrangement.  Sir  Sydney  Beckwith  was  gazetted  a  knigbl 
commander ;  but  I  was  only  made  a  companion,  while  the 
two  majors  of  marines  under  my  immediate  orders  wen 
made  knights  commanders.  They  bad  no  gold  medalfl  B6  I 
had,  having  previously  commanded  a  regiment  in  a  g^Dsral 
action ;  they  bad  never  even  commanded  a  battalion,  except 
uuder  my  orders ! 

"  Wlien  a  full  colonel,  and  next  in  rank  to  the  lord  high 
commissioner  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  as  employed  in  a  a 
capacity,  I  saw  young  lieu  ten  ant- colonels,  and  even  a  0 
missary  cleik  made  knights  commEtiidais  of  the  Old 
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St.  Michael  auJ  St.  George  for  service  in  tlie  Ionian  Klnnda ; 
services  which  I  may  venture  to  say  were  neither  so  arduous, 
ao  severe,  so  suceesaful,  uor  continued  for  so  long  a  period 
as  my  own.  My  not  receiving  that  order  of  knigiithood 
was  indeed  owing  to  the  private  pique  of  Sir  F.  Adam,  but 
Sir  Frederick  was  only  a  channel:  he  was  not  the  source 
from  whence  such  honours  flow,  aud  to  the  sovereign  as 
llie  source  of  honour  I  naturally  looked  for  reward.  With 
tJl  these  things  in  my  mind  I  did  hope,  and  hope  still  that 
1  may  expect  employment  on  the  Irish  staff  before  a  junior 
officer.  I  never  asked  nor  wish  to  supersede  a  senior,  but 
IruBt  that  above  forty  years'  service  will  not  be  passed  over 
^B  favour  a  junior  general  officer." 

^BBe  was  told  in  answer  that  a  senior,  not  a  junior  general, 
^HB  going  to  Ireland:  but  that  the  commander  in  chief  was 
^01  bonnd  by  seniority  in  placing  generals  on  the  staff,  and 
that  Lord  Hill  had  nothing  to  say  to  former  wrongs.  This 
WHS  all  undeniable ;  yet  did  not  precisely  touch  ilie  point  in 
question,  save  as  to  the  seniority  of  the  general  chosen  :  the 
gist  of  Charles  Napier's  letter  was  to  remonstrate  against  a 
vontinuauoe  of  former  wrong  by  new  men.  He  therefore 
lied. 

"  April  3rd. — I  assure  you  I  do  not  think  the  commander 
diief  bound  to  consider  seniority  exclusively  in  Uie  selec- 
Tion  of  general  officers  for  employment ;  nor  did  I  ever 
imagine  myself  hiurdly  dealt  with  by  Lord  Hill,  The  things 
I  coiupluined  of  were  not  his  lordship's  doings,  aud  1  men- 
tioned them  because  1  did  not  think  either  you  or  Lord  Hill 
had  cognizance  of  them,  and  it  seemed  fair  to  myself  to 
state  such  matters.  Allow  me  also  to  say,  that  there  is  in 
your  lorjsliip's  office  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  William 
iJonlinck,  deciai'iug.  that  from  what  Sir  John  Moore  ex- 
pressed to  liim,  he,  Lord  William  BentJnck,  had  no  doubt  of 
timl  general's  inteiilion  to  apply  for  my  promotion  in  con- 
sequence of  my  conduct  during  the  reti'eat  before  the  baltlo 
of  Coruua;   declaring  also  Lord  William  Beuiiuck's  o»ra 
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opinion,  that  the  50th  Begtment  onder  my  command  mas 
the  immediate  cauae  of  the  victory.  Yet  M«jor  Williams 
of  the  60th  Rep^meDt,  I  q)eak  from  memory,  waa  imme- 
diately made  a  lien tcQant- colonel,  and  1  was  not  promoUMi 
TiniJl  two  years  and  ti  half  after.  The  whole  of  that  time, 
I  was  either  a  prisoner — 1  did  not  surrender  my  sword  until 
disabled  hy  numerous  wounds  and  contusioDB,  being  singly 
engaged  against  eight  or  ten  Frenchmen — or  serving  in  dio 
Peninsula,  being  thexe  again  wounded,  vet  janior  majors 
at  Barrosa  were  promoted  before  me.  I  am  aware  that  ilio 
principle  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  was  not  adopted  to 
exclude  individuals,  and  It  wus  for  that  rsasoo  I  thought. 
and  Sir  Sydney  Bcckwiib  thought  also,  thai  I  was  ill-used. 
However  I  merely  stated  this  civcumstance  as  thinking  it 
might  have  weight  with  Lord  Hill  in  the  consideration  of 
my  long  services;  services  which  at  fifty-six  yeara  of  ago 
cannot  be  much  longer  available." 

Thus  baffled,  be  with  his  usual  philosophy,  though  reso- 
lute sill)  to  assert  his  claims  on  all  fitting  oGcasione,  ac- 
cepted the  obscurity  which  seemed  now  to  he  his  fate.  He 
lumed  his  thoughts  ou  literature,  and  a  letter  to  one  of  his 
publishers  will  show  the  humorous  turn  of  his  mind 
gaining. 

"  Mr.  Boone. — You  have  been  studying  Oibsot's  Ct 
ineutaries,  and  there  find  that  notbiog  shonld  be  trusted  to 
fortune.  This  is  very  correct  as  a  general,  very  incorrect  as 
a  publisher :  the  one  seeks  to  ill-treat  his  enemies,  thu  other 
to  well-treat  hia  friends.  The  same  ma.\im  cannot  apply  to 
bolli ;  yet  under  the  warlike  impression  you  shrink  froiD 
entcrprize  !  Yon  tnist  nothing  to  the  chapter  of  accidents. 
A  pubUsber  should  continually  cry  Ventura!  venture! 
venture  !  and  trout  his  authors  magnificently.  Pay  and  puff 
until  your  lungs  and  your  credit  account  are  consumptivs. 
I  abhor  half-and-half,  from  grog  Uy  publishing  :  take 
cost,  and  a!i  the  profit  if  you  wiU  ;  but  vi'Diare  ! 
venture  I  let  that  be  your  motto  tuid  give  ine  a  good 
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the  copyright,  and  I  am  your  man,  I  will  call  yon  Boone 
the  tnagQificent,  and  send  your  praises  through  tlie  land. 
Ney  wa«  the  vQliiint  nf  tbe  vuliant,  and  I  will  duh  you  the 
Boone  of  Booiiea.  But  no  half-and-half  as  you  propose; 
no  half-dreased  beefateak,  bamt  without  and  raw  within! 
I  know  your  Ctesor-likc  qunlilies  will  not  lead  you  to 
buy  the  copyright  tike  a  man  of  enterprize :  the  idea  of 
pulling  the  golden  sovereijpis  out  of  the  till  would  make 
you  shrink  and  crumple  like  a  withered  apple,  so  I  will 
take  my  whole  case  into  my  own  hands.  I  will  buy 
my  paper,  agree  with  a  printer  here — as  I  cannot  go  to 
London  for  two  months — advertise  my  book  and  deliver 
the  copies  to  you  to  publish  at  7j  per  cent.,  which  I 
believe  is  the  usual  thing  when  all  the  rest  of  the  risk 
and  trouble  is  taken  by  the  author:  therefore,  if  you  like 
to  make  me  an  offer  for  my  copyright  let  me  have  your 
proposal  by  return  of  post ;  but  do  not  let  it  be  aut  Ciesar 
aut  nuilus,  for  I  will  have  notliing  to  do  with  that  ancient 
ioat-throat  and  his  cauUon  I  On  the  contrary,  read  the  Life 
Bf  Hobett  the  Magnificent  Duke  of  Normandy — as  I  Lave 
nMn  doing — who  shod  his  ass  with  gold:  treat  me  in  the 
same  way  and  I  will  put  up  with  the  ofirout,  and  wish  I 
had  four  feet  instead  of  two  !  " 

He  now  wrote  a  dialogue  on  the  poor  laws,  to  wluoh  he 
was  stimulated  by  his  dispute  with  O'Connell ;  he  also 
published  his  "  Military  Law,"  and  ediied  Count  Alfred  De 
Vigny's  and  Elz^ar  Biases  "  Lights  and  Shadows  of  Military 
Life."  In  this  last  he  introduced  original  essays,  combating 
tlie  French  author's  notions  of  the  milimry  character  obliga- 
tions and  feehngs,  as  false  if  applied  to  the  British  aimy. 
[Jlbis  work  had  and  continues  to  have  a  considerable  c.ircula- 
iou  :  uot  so  the  "  Mihtary  Law,"  because  of  tts  ill-chosen 
■tie;  for  it  is  no  dry  disquisiljon,  but  an  interesting  and 
Btertaining  exposition  of  the  moral  defects  of  the  miUiory 
)  then  existing,  diversified  with  curiously  instructive 
Bodot«8  of  soldiers  in  peace  and  war.    But  bis  piincipat 
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work  was  a  historical  romance,  suggested  daring  his  reei- 
dence  at  Caen  by  the  many  vestiges  of  William  the  Con- 
queror in  that  country ;  the  manuscript  of  this  work  \m 
strangely  disappeared ;  certainly  it  was  never  destroyed  by 
him,  yet  has  been  vainly  sought  for  since  his  death. 
Entitled  "  Harold/'  it  was  offered  to  Mr.  Colbnm  for  pub- 
lication, and  with  the  author's  name  would  have  ben 
purchased,  but  Charles  Napier  would  not  accede  to  that  con- 
dition and  demanded  back  his  MS. :  Mr.  Colbum  was  how- 
ever so  tenacious  of  it,  that  only  by  a  vigorous  correspond- 
ence and  many  months'  delay  could  it  he  recovered* 

Years  afterwards,  when  Charles  Napier  was  in  India,  Sir 
Bulwer  Lytton's  romance  of  the  same  title  appeared,  with 
several  remarkable  resemblances  to  the  manuscript  work:— 
such  as  the  introduction  of  Harold's  warfare  against  the 
Welsh ;  of  a  knight  who  plays  a  conspicuous  part,  though 
in  a  different  way,  from  one  of  the  same  name  in  Napier's 
romance ; — a  peculiar  trial  of  skill  between  William  and 
Harold  in  the  play  of  their  distinctive  weapons,  the  Seax 
and  the  long-bow  ; — lastly,  and  most  curiously,  the  creation 
of  a  half-mad,  half-supernatural  prophetess,  called  in  both 
works  the  Vala,  who  is  related  to  Harold  and  watches  over 
his  fortunes.     The  stories  are  indeed  differently  constructed, 
but  it  is  no  partial  criticism  to  say,  that  if  the  lost  manu- 
script shall  be  ever  recovered  for  publication,  it  will  be  found, 
in  racy  biting  dialogue,  in  variety  of  incident,  and  in  fiery 
poetic  description,  as  far  above  what  may  be  called  its  rival, 
as  that  rival  is  below  its  author  s  best  productions ;  and  not 
the  least  so  in  the  creation  of  the  Vala.     But  the  soldier 
described  heroic  adventures  with  the  like  of  which  he  had 
been  familiar  in  early  life,  and  foreshadowed  scenes  of  san- 
guinary battle,  conquest  and  government,  which  he  realized 
afterwards  as  a  conqueror  and   ruler :    scenes  which  Sir 
Bulwer  could  only  guess  at. 

Turning  his  attention  now  to  Ireland  as  the  best  field  for 
beneficent  exertions  in  private  life,  he  removed  to  Pater,  near 
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Milford  Hiiveu,  and  his  intention  was  to  stop  there  nntil  he 
could,  through  his  friend  Cnptaiu  Kennedy,  hear  of  a  suit- 
able place  in  Ireland,  Uuexpecled  ciroumstances  detained 
him  many  months,  and  bis  family  correspondence  must  again 
tell  his  a  lory. 

"  March  24th. — I  propose  to  go  to  Ireland  by  Milfbrd 
Haven  ;  and,  as  it  is  a  cheap  place,  to  stay  there  and  finish 
my  romance  in  quiet,  I  am  always  fearful  of  making 
mj-self  of  more  value  than  ia  just ;  but  atill  forty-two  years' 
service  and  my  wounds,  without  ever  avoiding  a  single  duty, 
and  more  than  fourteen  of  those  years  in  the  colonies, 
makes  it  hard  to  be  passed  over  in  my  profession.  Nothing 
however  shall  make  me  abuse  Lord  Hill,  or  Lord  Fitzroy ; 
if  they  are  unjust  it  will  be  from  some  cause  they  cannot 
control.     That  I  shall  be  ill-used  is  certain,  it  is  my  fate. 

"  April  4lh. — Lord  Fitzroy 's  answer  has  oome.     It  says  in 

civil  way  that  I  have  no  claims,  and  they  cannot  employ 
As  Lady  Edward  Fitzgerald  used  to  say,  They  want  a 
to  be  their  valet,  and  if  he  resists  they  will  cast  bim 
off:  it  is  their  service,  not  the  pubbc  service,  they  look  to. 
However  it  don't  much  matter  and  it  shall  not  worry  me, 

"Lord  Elliot  said  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  Gur- 
wood  coramnnded  the  stonners  at  Ciudad  Rodrigo !  I  have 
written  to  his  lordship  about  this,  I  will  not  ace  George's 
Ithme  thus  put  aside  in  bis  absence  without  resistance. 
I  "April  9th. — Richard  will  tell  you  of  ray  correspondence 
Tfitb  Lord  F.lliot,  who  has  behaved  admirably :  pray  soy  so, 
if  you  know  and  come  across  any  of  his  friends,  I  am 
low :  life  is  a  wet  day  to  all,  and  lucky  are  tbey  who  have 
tbeir  daily  bread,  tbe  shelter  of  a  bouse  and  a  bome.  I  feel 
isbamed  to  griero  when  looking  on  my  girls,  knowing  how 
ly  see  their  children  perish  before  their  eyes  from  want 
^  food  and  raiment!  How  many  parents  whom slan'ation, 
without  any  fault  of  their  own,  has  oast  into  the  accursed 
basiiles  of  tbe  new  poor  law,  their  infants  torn  from  them 
to  perish  in  another  bastile  far  away,  where  they  can  never 
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know  the  treatmeDt  they  receive  from  strangera,  nor  if 
they  be  sick  or  well !  Lord  Stanhope  has  had  sent  to  him 
the  means  of  obtaining  proof  that  nambers  of  infants  have 
been  killed :  I  did  not  send  it  to  him,  but  know  who  did. 
When  thinking  of  these  woes  and  tortures  inflicted  on 
the  poor  I  feel  fortunate,  and  that  Ood  demands  from 
me  labour  to  save  others  rather  than  complain  of  my  own 
lot.  Yet  sickness  and  vexations  do  make  me  often  dis- 
contented/* 

At  this  time  the  author  of  this  work  had  an  opportunity 
of  speaking  to  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset  upon  the  neglect  of 
Charles  Napier's  services.  He  was  told  frankly  that  he  had 
been  represented  to  the  Horse  Guards  as  an  impracticable 
man  who  quarrelled  with  every  one !  The  source  of  that 
calumny  could  not  be  mistaken.  The  answer  was  that  he 
would  ever  be  quarrelsome  if  resistance  of  oppression  was 
BO  termed ;  and  if  foul  whisperings  were  to  bar  his  being 
employed,  one  of  the  best  oflBcers  in  the  army  would  be  cast 
from  the  service.  Lord  Fitzroy  did  not  reply,  but  the  final 
result  proved  that  he  was  satisfied  ;  yet  he  was  unable  then 
to  act,  for  the  Lieutenant- Governorship  of  Jersey  having 
become  vacant  Charles  Napier  applied  for  it  and  after  a  long 
suspense  was  refused. 

**  May. — A  large  sample  of  my  romance  of  Harold  has 
gone  to  Bentley,  who  will  purchase  if  he  likes  it :  should  he 
do  so  my  writings  will  serve  my  brats,  for  I  could  easily 
write  two  a-year. 

"July. —  George  and  I  have  been  made  K.C.B.  by  Lord 
Hill's  recommendation.  I  do  feel  proud  of  this,  and  wish 
my  father  bad  lived  to  see  two  of  his  sons  Knights  of  the 
Bath,  and  to  know  that  a  third  will  also  be  one.  Have  I  a 
right  to  supporters?  If  so,  one  shall  be  a  French  drummer 
for  poor  Guibert's  sake. 

"  Miss  Napier,  July  27th. — Our  fate  is  decreed  and  none 
can  change  it ;  nor  does  it  signify  what  that  fate  be,  for  a 
coffin  is  always  at  the  apex  of  the  triangle.    All  we  have 
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do  is  to  conquer  ouraelvea  bo  far  aa  to  travel  agreeably 
nod'without  uuaTailing  regrets  for  deprivations  nbich  are 
triviul:  trivial  ore  the  greatest.  My  object  is  to  have  few 
wuDts,  but  passions  disturb  philosophy.  I  however  really 
tell  you  truth,  wiien  I  say  want  of  occupation  oppresses 
me.  The  delay  and  expectation  of  the  Jersey  government, 
unsotlles  nnd  disturbs  me,  and  we  have  been  in  tliia  pot- 
house a  quarter  of  a  year,  worn  out  with  daily  expectation 
"f  a  letter  from  Lord  FJtzroy.  There  is  no  exaggeration,  it 
is  a  mere  pothouse,  where  the  dockyard  men  smoke,  sing, 
and  drink  every  night  till  li  o'clock ;  and  every  day  we  are 
driven  by  tlicir  pipes  from  one  room  to  another :  no  lodging 
can  be  got,  Your  picture  of  Wellington  is  sad,  but  such  is 
human  grandeur:  Napoleon  is  in  his  tomb !  In  Gods  name, 
of  what  avail  is  it  to  us  to  care  for  such  things  1'  i  liiive 
more  pleasure  in  having  my  children  on  my  knee  than  in  all 
this  government  could  give  me.  After  all,  if  I  am  unjustly 
treated  what  then?  Who  was  ever  justly  treated  but  u 
Bvcophani?  Was  our  father?  and  when  1  compare  myself 
to  him  I  feel  quite  easy  at  any  treatment :  in  short  I  have 
nothing  lo  complain  of  when  I  see  others  better  than  me  get 
nothing,  not  even  the  empty  title  of  knight." 

Now  came  tlie  refusal  of  Jersey  and  he  proceeded  to 
Dublin,  intent  to  devote  his  energies  in  furilieranco  of  Cap- 
tain Kennedy's  project  for  raising  the  scale  of  civilisation  in 
Ireland,  by  combining  useful  education  with  an  improved 
system  of  agriculture.  It  was  as  great  and  comprehensive  a 
scheme  for  the  regeneratiou  of  a  whole  people  as  ever  private 
man  contemplated ;  and  so  well  reasoned  and  urged  that  the 
government  partially  adopted  it,  and  permitted  Kennedy  to 
form  a  model  farm  at  Glasnevin  near  Dublin  as  a  commence- 
ment. Thi?  immediate  results  justified  the  project,  the  sue- 
coes  being  greater  than  even  the  theory  promised;  but  it 
was  not  a  faction-begotten  scheme  and  aa  a  matter  of  coui'se 
it  was  by  faction  opposi^d. 

"Outuber  SOth. — Hardly  had  I  sent  my  last  letter  to  you 
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wbeD  the  intrigues  Rgninst  Jolm  Kennedy  'began  to  sfaev: 
the  EductitioQ  Bonrd  seems  resolved  lo  destroy  itll  ihnt  1 
liaa  accomplisbed.  The  lenders  nre  Blake,  and  a  Scotch  '. 
Kennedy,  snid  to  be  genus,  caput  porcinum,  and  borribH 
virtuous,  Henry  thinks  me  nojust  towards  him :  howei 
the  devil  was  an  angel  before  he  fell  from  heaven,  and  1 
Kennedy,  hftvtng  left  benvenly  Scotlnnd,  is  come  to  play  t 
devil  in  Ireland,  so  far  as  John  Kennedy  is  concerned.  This 
plan  is  a  mntler  of  devotion  with  him ;  he  has  SHcrificed  for 
it  the  government  of  Australia,  which  be  might  have  had 
with  eight  hundred  a  year,  and  an  agency  of  four  hnndred  n 
year.  If  he  now  quarrels  his  hopes  fall  lo  the  gronnd,  and 
these  men  work  so  insidiously  that  it  is  almost  imposaible 
to  fix  an  overt  act.  They  call  his  plan  visionary  and  lab(  ' 
to  make  it  so.  Yet  Loch  Aali,  where  it  had  faur  play  I 
experiment,  proves  the  glaring  falseness  of  this  assertion,  i 
not  one  of  them  has  gone  there  to  ascertain  tbat  his  plan  ih 
real,  not  visionaxy.  Yesterday  he  shewed  me  a  dozen  surveys, 
made,  and  neatly  laid  down  on  paper  by  a  lad  who  bad  b 
only  three  weeks  in  bis  school  at  Glasnevin.  Wteu  a  i 
has  laboured  as  he  has  done  to  realize  a  great  plat 
ing  a  whole  people  from  misery,  it  is  heartbreaking  to  h»T#-' 
it  thus  upset ;  rather  than  see  this,  he  hears  all  with  clin^ng 
hope,  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  him  good  by  a  small  work, 
shewing  the  value  of  the  man  and  his  plan.  It  is  of  t 
teen  sheets  foolscap.  Blake  is  however  a  very  clever  £ 
he  rules  Ireland,  and  what  is  curious  does  it  well, 

"  My  Australian  prophecy  has  come  to  pass.     The  * 
away  fellows  have  already  formed  bands  of  robbers  i 
Adelaide,  in  the  South  Austrahan  colony !     I  a 
noodle  than  the  commissioner  took  me  for  in  these  matU 

The  small  work  mentioned   above,  was  an  "Essay! 
dressed  to  Irish  Absentees  on  the  State  of  Ireland." 
lished    early  in    1839;    it  shewed   tliat   from   : 
industry  or  entire  neglect,  three-fourths  of  the  country  wua 
absolutely  lost  lo  piodaction  and  rental : — that  the  remaiu- 
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•«ig  fourth,  badly  cultivated,  was  unable  to  support  the  eight 
miUionsof  people  cumbering  it; — hence  the  supply  of  labour 
was  beyond  the  demund,  and  the  rate  of  wages  too  low  to 
support  the  labourer.  The  cause  was  general  ignorance,  the 
result  general  distress.  Captain  Kennedy  was  prepared  with 
a  remedy  thus  noticed  in  the  work. 

"  He  travelled  through  all  those  parts  of  Europe  where 
education  and  agriculture  were  best  understood,  selecting  in 
each,  for  his  system,  what  he  found  suited  to  Ireland,  for 
he  is  eminently  a  practical  man  and  not  a  visionary.  He 
put  hia  theory  into  practice  on  Ms  nephew's  estate  at  Looh 
Ash  in  the  county  of  Tyrone ;  and  after  eeveraJ  years,  find- 
ing it  entirely  suocessfiil,  pubUshed  a  small  book  on  the  sub- 
ject witli  a  title  extracted  from  the  writingB  of  the  celebrated 
Arthur  Young,  viz.  'instruct,  employ,  don't  hang  them.' 
These  words  were  an  abstract  of  the  matter,  hut  unfortu- 
nately for  this  powerful  httle  work  some  folks  quarrelled  with 
the  title.  There  is  no  accounting  for  fashionable  antipathies ; 
but  Captain  Kennedy  might  have  knowu,  that  there  is  some- 
thing so  revoltiug  to  society  in  the  idea  of  not  banging 
Irishmen — habit  being  second  nature,  that  such  an  injunc- 
tion was  imprudent. 

"TJuder  tho  auspices  of  the  Education  Board,  to  which 
he  is  attached,  with  the  title  hut  not  the  power  of  Superin- 
tendent-general of  Agricultural  Education,  he  proposes  to 
divide  Ireland  into  twenty-five  districts  of  about  tliirty-five 
miles  square,  and  attach  to  each  a  principal  model  farm  of 
forty  acres ;  another  farm  of  five  aeres  he  gives  to  each  se- 
condary educational  school ;  and  to  each  primary  school  a 
farm  of  ope  acre.  For  the  instruction  of  tlie  directors  of 
these  farms,  he  has  already  formed  a  central  school  and 
model  farm,  of  seventy-five  acres,  at  Olasuevin,  where  many 
directors  are  in  training  for  the  subordinate  farms.  Tboy 
ore  taught  not  only  to  he  schoolmasters,  but  overseers  of 
public  works  in  aid  of  the  new  poor  laws,  by  preparing  esti- 
mates and  organizing  employment ;  and  they  are  also  ren- 
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dered  capable  of  becoming  bailiffs  to  large  estates^  being  in- 
structed in  draining,  road-making,  building,  and  farming 
scientifically." 

This  magnificent  scheme,  fraught  with  such  promise  of 
national  prosperity,  after  being  commenced  with  excellent 
success  at  Glasnevin,  was  finally  starved,  though  not  abso- 
lutely stifled,  by  faction:  had  it  been  supported  and  fairly 
put  in  practice,  the  terrible  famine  which  a  few  years  lata 
wasted  Ireland  to  a  ghastly  skeleton,  would  probably  have  * 
been  prevented ;  it  would  certainly  have  been  abated  to  a 
common  scarcity,  for  the  potato  would  no  longer  have  been 
the  staple  produce,  and  more  than  double  the  ordinary  extent 
of  land  would  have  been  cultivated  on  a  good  system :  foUy 
and  faction  paved  a  way  for  death  ! 

This  publication  terminated  Charles  Napier's  dreary  years 
of  inaction.  The  spell  of  foul  play  was  suddenly  broken 
by  Lord  Hill  and  Lord  Fitzroy  Somerset,  the  road  to  fame 
was  opened  again,  and  instantly  he  strode  along  it  with  ti 
giant's  step. 
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